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Discover the world of organisms as you explore an art-making  
technique known as crayon-resist painting. This experience will provide  
application of authentic arts integration by linking a science concept with a 
unique painting technique. 
   
Process 
• Begin by asking students to identify groups of organisms. 
• Incite a discussion by asking students to discuss similarities and  

differences that may be found within these groups.  
• Display a visual of a plant and a tree. Ask students to make the shape 

of a plant or tree with their arms. Then ask students to identify how the 
two organisms are similar and different. Next, display visuals of two  
animals and ask the same question. Discuss lines, shape, space, and 
color. 

• Tell students that they are going to make a painting dedicated to their 
own favorite type of organism.  

• Introduce images from Henri Rousseau, folk artist, to identify elements 
in the paintings as organisms and discuss similarities and differences 
that can be observed.   

• Leaving the visuals for students to see, have students make a sketch of 
one of the organisms on a sheet of tag board. Using crayons, have  
students color in their picture and write one object they like that can be 
traced back to their chosen resource. 

• Introduce the process of crayon resist and demonstrate this simple 
technique by drawing with crayons or oil pastels before applying wet 
watercolor pigment on top! 

• The final step will be for students to paint on top of their crayon  
drawings using a “wash” technique with watercolor paints. Their  
imagery with stand out against the background by creating contrast and 
visual emphasis! 

• Ask students to display their work, discussing similarities and  
differences that can be observed between the groups of organisms  
depicted. 

 
Assessment 
• Illustrations must clearly relate to an organism. 
• Images must exhibit implementation of the crayon-resist technique. 
• Students must be able to verbally articulate the similarities and  

differences in groups of organisms. 
 

 

Materials 
- crayons 
- sharpies 
- watercolor paints 
- soft brushes 
- water cups 
- images of plants and animals 
- scrap paper 
- Bristol board paper 
- Henri Rousseau images 
 
Vocabulary 
Crayon-resist 
The process of using an oil-based 
crayon or pastel as a drawing tool prior 
to covering with watercolor paint 
 
Plant 
Any member of the kingdom Plantae, 
comprising multicellular organisms that 
typically produce their own food from 
inorganic matter by the process of  
photosynthesis  
 
Animal 
Any member of the kingdom Animalia, 
comprising multicellular organisms that 
have a well-defined shape and usually 
limited growth, can move voluntarily, 
actively acquire food and digest it inter-
nally, and have sensory and nervous 
systems that allow them to respond 
rapidly to stimuli 
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Georgia Performance Standards 
SCIENCE 
GRADE K 
SKL2: Students will compare the similarities and differences 
in groups of organisms.  
a. Explain the similarities and differences in animals. (color, size, 
appearance, etc.)  
b. Explain the similarities and differences in plants. (color, size, 
appearance, etc.)  
VISUAL ARTS 
GRADE K 
VAKCU.2: Views and discusses selected artworks.  
VAKPR.1: Creates artworks based on personal experience and 
selected themes.  
VAKPR.2: Understands and applies media, techniques, and 
processes of two-dimensional works of art (e.g., drawing, painting, 
printmaking, mixed media) using tools and materials in a safe and 
appropriate manner to develop skills.  
 

National Standards 
SCIENCE 
NS.K-4.3: As a result of their activities in grades K-4, all stu-
dents should develop and understanding of: 
- The characteristics of organisms  
VISUAL ARTS 
Standard 1: Understanding and applying media, techniques, 
and processes 
Standard 2: Using knowledge of structures and functions 
Standard 6: Making connections between visual arts and other 
disciplines 


