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Use limericks to create musical compositions!

GRADES 3 - 6 Curriculum Guide

Lively Limericks

Use limericks to help students simultaneously explore language arts and music skills
and understandings.
Essential Question: How can limericks enhance musical literacy as well as
creative writing skills?
Process
• Display limerick and invite individual students to read it. Explore rhythm and
non-rhythm options.
There was an old man of Peru [a]
Who dreamed he was eating his shoe. [a]
He awoke in the night [b]
in a terrible fright,
And found it was perfectly true. [a]
• Lead students to understanding of limericks’ salient features: rhythmic text
(words can be read in rhythm), form (4 4-beat phrases = 16 beats), rhyme scheme
(a a b a; also includes an internal rhyme scheme within b section), and
nonsensical text.
• Explore various ways of keeping the beat while speaking the poem.
• Explore various ways of performing the limerick (e.g., solo versus choral
reading; putting the rhythm of the words in body percussion; using different body
percussion or voices for rhyming words); using unpitched percussion instruments or
found sound to play the poem.
• Using words from the limerick, challenge students to create speech ostinato
(e.g., shoe, shoe, the man ate his shoe). For example,

•
•

Transfer speech to unpitched percussion or found sound, if desired.
Lead students to understanding of texture and timbre differences inherent in
various ways of performing the limerick.
• Using various options, lead students to create form for their limerick
performance.
• Divide into groups and challenge students to create original limericks.
Additionally, students should decide on a means of performing their original
compositions incorporating speech, body percussion, and/or unpitched percussion.
Assessment
• Students speak limerick text together rhythmically.
• Students create original limerick texts using appropriate form and rhyme
scheme.
• Students add musical elements to their limerick (e.g., speech ostinato, body
percussion ostinato, delineation of rhyming words, etc.).
Extensions
• Students create limericks utilizing other criteria (e.g., incorporate homophones,
write about given topic, etc.).
• Students write about compositional and performance experience.
• Students create movement compositions illustrating the same form.

Materials
-limericks
-various unpitched percussion
instruments
-pencil and paper

Vocabulary
Body Percussion
Sounds produced by striking or
scraping parts of the body; typically
includes snapping, clapping, patting,
and stamping
Choral Reading
Voices read together, using same
rhythm, tempo, and expressive
elements (as opposed to individual or
small group reading)
Form
The structure of a composition; based
on repetition, contrast, and variation

Found sound
Non-typical sound producers used as
instruments (e.g., striking a desk with a
pencil)
Limerick
A five-line poem with a strict form and
humorous content
Unpitched Percussion
Percussion instrument whose sound is
typically produced by shaking, striking,
or scraping and does not produce a
specific pitch; includes shakers
(maracas), drums (bongos, hand
drums, congas), woods (claves,
rhythm sticks, woodblocks, etc.), and
metals (triangle, cowbell, finger
cymbals)
Ostinato

A repeated pattern
Timbre
The quality of sound; component of a
sound that causes different
instruments to sound different from
each other
Texture
Thickness or thinness of sound;
impacted by the number and
relationship of parts

Common Core Georgia
Performance Standards
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
GRADE 3
ELACC3RL4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases
as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from non-literal
language.
ELACC3RL5: Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems
when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds
on earlier sections.
ELACC3RF3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding words.
ELACC3W4: With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose.
ELACC3SL1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly.
ELACC3L3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
GRADE 4
ELACC4RL4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases
as they are used in a text, including those that allude to significant
characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean).
ELACC4RL5: Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements of poems (e.g.,
verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or
speaking about a text.
ELACC4RF3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding words.
ELACC4W4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose,
and audience.
ELACC4W5: With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning,
revising, and editing.
ELACC4SL1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly.
GRADE 5
ELACC5RL4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases
as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as
metaphors and similes.
ELACC5RL5: Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or
stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular
story, drama, or poem.
ELACC5RF3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding words.
ELACC5W4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose,
and audience.
ELACC5SL1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly.
ELACC5L3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

GRADE 6
ELACC6RL4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases
as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.
ELACC6W4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
ELACC6SL1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly.
ELACC6L3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

Georgia Performance Standards
MUSIC
GRADE 3
M3GM.2: Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a
varied repertoire of music
M3GM.4: Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments
M3GM.6: Listening to, analyzing, and describing music
GRADE 4
M4GM.2: Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a
varied repertoire of music
M4GM.4: Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments
M4GM.6: Listening to, analyzing, and describing music
GRADE 5
M5GM.2: Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a
varied repertoire of music
M5GM.4: Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments
M5GM.6: Listening to, analyzing, and describing music
GRADE 6
M6GM.2: Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a
varied repertoire of music
M6GM.4: Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments
M6GM.6: Listening to, analyzing, and describing music

National Standards
MUSIC
Standard 2: Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music
Standard 3: Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments
Standard 4: Composing and arranging music within specified
guidelines
Standard 7: Evaluating music and music performances
Standard 8: Understanding relationships between music, the
other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

