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Learn science concepts while exploring Monet’s Water Lilies!

GRADE 4 Curriculum Guide

Monet’s Magic

Students will learn about the great impressionistic painter, Claude Monet.
Students will learn to paint fuzzy (up and down strokes) while mixing tints,
creating the illusion of water. Students will learn to color layer with oil pastel
creating water lilies or objects that are appropriate with the math or science
lesson at hand.
Essential Question: How can a visual art lesson based on art history

become a teaching tool for science?
Process:

Students will have a brief discussion about Monet’s impressionistic
paintings, specifically the water lily series. They will be inspired by his art
and this lesson works well with the study of cloud or water cycles in
science.
Students will be given a palette of blue and white paint and will watch a
quick demo of how to paint impressionistically. The teacher will “hop like a
bunny” on the paper with her brush, creating tints of blue to create a water
effect. Students will then go to their seats and do the same thing. The ooh’s
and ahh’s are too much fun! The acrylic paint makes for great texture (and
for less mess, water color can be used, or blended oil pastel).
Students will look closely at the water lilies created by Monet (great images
in the book, Linnea in Monet’s Garden) and be inspired to make their own
on a separate piece of paper, blending the oil pastels to create an
impressionistic feel (clouds can also be created this way).
Students will then make 2 – 3 water lilies using oil pastel and color layering.
They will make an oval shape and then fill it in with color. Flowers will be
added by using simple line strokes and again, layering color.
These will be cut out, reminding students not to cut out any color, cut
around the art.
The students will finally glue their water lilies onto their painted
backgrounds.
The completed art can go into a group exhibit, creating a large scale
landscape/waterscape that works nicely with most science units.
Assessment
Students will discuss the final projects in a quick critique, discussing colors that
look great together when layered, size of water lilies and placement on their
painted “water”. I use a project evaluation form for each lesson I teach. This
allows my students to appropriately reflect on the learning at hand and leaves
room for them to comment on the process and how they feel the final piece
turned out. It also allows me to comment and give them a grade based on their
learning AND their final work. We also do in process critiques using my “2
Glows and a Grow” model.

Materials

- 9” x 12” white paper
- graphite
- blue acrylic paint
- white acrylic paint
- paint brushes
- 6” x 6” white paper
- oil pastels
- scissors
- glue
- prints of Monet’s Water Lilies
- Linnea in Monet’s Garden by
Christina Bjork (1987)
Vocabulary
Claude Monet (1840-1926)
A founder of French Impressionist
painting
Impressionism
A style of painting in which small
strokes and primary colors were
used to attempt to record accurately
the light and colors in a scene. This
style of art was produced primarily
between 1867 and 1886.
Resources
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/
cmon/hd_cmon.htm

Georgia Performance Standards

National Standards

SCIENCE
GRADE 4
S4E3: Students will differentiate between the states of
water and how they relate to the water cycle and weather.
a. Demonstrate how water changes states from solid (ice)
to liquid (water) to gas (water vapor/steam) and changes
from gas to liquid to solid.
b. Identify the temperatures at which water becomes a
solid and at which water becomes a gas.
c. Investigate how clouds are formed.
d. Explain the water cycle (evaporation, condensation,
and precipitation).
e. Investigate different forms of precipitation and sky
conditions. (rain, snow, sleet, hail, clouds, and fog).
VISUAL ARTS
GRADE 4
VA4CU.2: Views and discusses selected artworks.
VA4PR.1: Creates artworks based on personal
experience and selected themes.
VA4PR.2: Understands and applies media, techniques,
and processes of two-dimensional art processes
(drawing, painting, printmaking, mixed-media) using tools
and materials in a safe and appropriate manner to
develop skills.
VA4C.1: Applies information from other disciplines to
enhance the understanding and production of artworks.

SCIENCE
NS.K-4.4: As a result of their activities in grades K-4, all
students should develop and understanding of:
- Properties of earth materials
- Objects in the sky
- Changes in earth and sky
VISUAL ARTS
Standard 1: Understanding and applying media,
techniques, and processes
Standard 2: Using knowledge of structures and functions
Standard 3: Choosing and evaluating a range of subject
matter, symbols, and ideas
Standard 5: Reflecting upon and assessing the
characteristics and merits of their work and the work of
others
Standard 6: Making connections between visual arts and
other disciplines

