
 

Grade 1 
Standard 2: Distinguishes between repeating and    
contrasting sections and phrases in music 
Standard 6: Demonstrates awareness of steady beat 
through playing an instrument 
Standard 14: Demonstrates growth in knowledge of 
music vocabulary appropriate to the level 
Grade 2 
Standard 2: Identifies basic elements of music:         
dynamics, melodic direction, rhythmic patterns, tempo, 
simple meter, movement by step and leap 
Standard 3: Distinguishes among repeating and       
contrasting phrases, sections, and simple formal      
structures—AB and ABA 
Standard 8: Performs simple melodic and rhythmic   
ostinati to accompany songs 
Standard 12: Demonstrates growth and knowledge of 
music vocabulary appropriate to the level 
 
National Arts Standards 
MUSIC 
Standard 5: Reading and notating music 
Standard 6: Listening to, analyzing, and describing  
music 
Standard 8: Understanding relationships between    
music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts 
 
 
 
 

Explore groupings in music and time while playing a game! 

Form/Structure/Organization   Relationships  Pattern    
Order   Groupings  Telling Time  Rhythm  Rondo  

ArtsNOW 
Igniting creativity 
in the classroom 

—NOW! 

 

Music Time  

GRADES K – 2 Curriculum Guide 

Idea contributed by Maribeth Yoder-White 

Curriculum guides provide differentiated ideas and activities 
aligned to a sampling of standards. The guides do not        
necessarily imply mastery of standards, but are intended to 
inspire and equip educators. 

2009 - 2010 © ArtsNOW 
100 Edgewood Ave, Suite 100 

Atlanta, GA 30303 
               Phone: 404.688.2480 

Fax: 404.688.2424 



Using chanting and moving, students will develop skills and understandings 
in mathematics and music. Time telling is reinforced while playing a game 
that also addresses beat and section groupings. Musical skills addressed 
include listening, speaking, and moving.  
 
Essential Question: How are groupings in mathematics and music 
similar?  
 
Process 
• Begin by modeling 4-beat body percussion (clapping, patting, stamping, 

snapping, etc.) patterns for students to echo. Use one level initially and 
depending on student success, later combine two levels. 

• Display time signature and explain that in music, beats are grouped 
together. The top number of the time signature indicates how the beats 
are grouped. If the time signature is 4/4, there are 4 beats in a group. If 
the time signature is 2/4, there are 2 beats in a group. Perform various 
beat groupings and have students echo; then question them about   
appropriate time signature. 

• Perform 4-beat body percussion ostinato (pat-clap-clap-clap). Question 
students about how many beats are grouped together (4). Challenge 
individual students to create additional 4-beat body percussion patterns 
and have other students identify beat groupings and time signature. 

• Relate groupings to seconds, minutes, and hours. Lead students to   
understanding that each minute has a fixed number of seconds; each 
hour, a fixed number of minutes; and each day, a fixed number of 
hours.  

• Have students maintain steady beat or body percussion ostinato       
(pat-clap-clap-clap) while the teacher speaks the chant. 

 
• Echo chant and display visual as needed to solidify chant. 
• Play game. Seated in a circle, students speak the chant while           

performing steady beat or body percussion ostinato. While they speak, 
the teacher walks around the circle with the clock. When students say 
“your turn,” the teacher hands the clock to a student. The student looks 
at the clock while the chant continues. At the end of the chant, students 
perform a “drum roll” using their hands on the floor and say dramatically 
“What time is it?” The drum roll stops and the individual student then 
answers with the time shown on the clock. If the answer is correct,       
students give a “thumbs up.” If the answer is incorrect, students point to 
the eyes (“look again”) or do a hand roll (“keep thinking”). When the 
student answers correctly, he/she changes the time on the clock and 
gives it back to the teacher and the game continues. 

 

Materials 
- Time signature visuals 
- Visual of chant (if desired) 
- Visual of clock face with movable  
hands 

 
Vocabulary 
Ostinato 
A repeated pattern (plural: ostinati) 
 
Rondo 
A form of composition in which the 
first section recurs throughout the 
piece, alternating with different      
sections (e.g., A-B-A-B-A or               
A-B-A-C-A, etc.). This form is found 
especially in compositions of the    
Baroque and Classical eras 
 
Time Signature 
A symbol (2 numbers arranged      
vertically) typically found at the      
beginning of a composition indicating 
the meter (beat groupings); 2/4, 3/4, 
4/4, and 6/8 are most common time 
signatures for children’s music; the 
top number indicates how the beats 
are grouped while the bottom number 
identifies what note gets one beat 
 
 
Classroom Tips 
Playing the game in a circle will help 
keep all students involved and will 
facilitate assessment and eye contact.   
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• Discuss form of final composition and label as rondo 

(using shapes and/or letters). Lead students to         
understanding of the differences between the repeating 
A section and the other sections (e.g., no steady beat 
during the alternating sections using “drum rolls;”     
different times indicated on the clock). 

 
Extensions 
• Use a bean bag passed around the circle on the   

downbeat (pat of the body percussion pattern) to     
indicate who answers the question. The student holding 
the bean bag on “your” is the one who responds. 

• Use unpitched instruments to respond to time signature 
visuals. Display visual and have students play correct 
number of beats to demonstrate grouping (e.g., 3/4 
time signature = 3 beats). Include timbre exploration by 
having students respond in families (e.g., “all woods 
play a grouping in this time signature”). Extend by  
holding up or pointing to time signatures and            
performing several in a sequence without pausing; 
counting between patterns will help accuracy (e.g., 4/4 
= “one, two, ready, play;” 3/4 = “one, ready, play;          
” 2/4 = “ready, play”). 

• Challenge students to speak times using different 
voices (e.g., high voice for times between 12 o’clock 
and 5 o’clock; low voice for times between 6 o’clock 
and 11 o’clock). 

 
Assessment 
• Students verbally identify time illustrated on a clock to 

the nearest five minutes. 
• Students verbally identify time signatures exemplified 

by body percussion patterns.  
• Students perform body percussion patterns            

demonstrating a given time signature. 
• Students create and perform a body percussion       

ostinato to accompany the chant. 
• Students verbally describe form of the chant. 
  
 

Georgia Performance Standards 
MATH 
GRADE K 
MKN1: Students will connect numerals to the quantities 
they represent.  
MKG1: Students will correctly name simple two and three-
dimensional figures, and recognize them in the                
environment. 
MKP4: Students will make connections among          
mathematical ideas and to other disciplines.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

GRADE 1 
M1M2: Students will develop an understanding of the 
measurement of time. 
a. Tell time to the nearest hour and half hour and           
understand the movement of the minute hand and how it 
relates to the hour hand. 
M1G1: Students will study and create various two and 
three-dimensional figures and identify basic figures 
(squares, circles, triangles, and rectangles) within them. 
M1P3: Students will communicate mathematically. 
M1P4: Students will make connections among           
mathematical ideas and to other disciplines.  
GRADE 2 
M2M2: Students will tell time to the nearest five minutes 
and know relationships of time such as the number of    
seconds in a minute, minutes in an hour and hours in a day.  
M2P3: Students will communicate mathematically.  
M2P4: Students will make connections among           
mathematical ideas and to other disciplines. 
 
National Standards 
MATH 
Pre-K–2.MEASUREMENT: Recognize the attributes of 
length, volume, weight, area, and time; compare and order 
objects according to these attributes; understand how to 
measure using nonstandard and standard units; select an 
appropriate unit and tool for the attribute being measured 

 
Georgia Quality Core Curriculum 
GENERAL MUSIC 
Grade K 
Standard 1: Responds to music through listening, moving, 
singing, and playing instruments 
Standard 7: Responds to a steady beat through movement 
Standard 13: Demonstrates growth in knowledge of music 
vocabulary appropriate to the level 
percussive sounds to songs, poems, and stories 
Standard 13: Demonstrates growth in knowledge of music 
vocabulary appropriate to the level 
Standard 14: Creates new text for familiar songs 
Standard 15: Participates in group singing of rote songs 
 
 
 

Georgia Performance Standard  
Explanation of Coding 
 
Sample: ELA1R4 
English/Language Arts, Grade Level 1, Reading Standard # 4 
 
Sample: ELA12W2 
English/Language Arts, Grade Level 12, Writing Standard # 2 
 

(R=Reading, W=Writing, LSV=Listening/Speaking/Viewing, 
C=Conventions of Language) 


