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Use music to develop understanding of  
geographic features in the United States! 
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Through speaking and listening to chant text, students will acquire geographic  
understandings while developing composing, listening, moving, and playing skills.  
 
Essential Question: How can rhythmic chants reinforce social studies  
understandings?  
 
Process 
• Warm-up by having students use body percussion to perform classmates’ 

names. Challenge students to say the name rhythmically, then say and play (on 
body percussion or unpitched percussion instruments), and finally play the 
rhythm of the name. Experiment with different ways to say and play the same 
name. Discuss similarities and differences between rhythms used.  

• Speak physical features individually, having students echo each through  
speaking and clapping. 

• Speak the chant while students maintain the steady beat (or create a  4-beat 
body percussion ostinato to accompany chant). Give students a focus for  
listening (e.g., order in which the physical features occur).  

 
• Echo chant, using visuals as needed. 
• Lead students to understanding of “spaces” (rests) in the chant. Speak chant, 

having students immediately clap the rhythm of the words in the “space” that 
follows that word. This becomes the A section. 

• Play game. Using a map, have one student point to one of the physical features 
described in the chant. Have students rhythmically speak the name of the  
identified physical feature 2 times and then play its rhythm 2 times (using body 
percussion or unpitched percussion). This becomes the B section. 

• Select another student to identify a physical feature on the map while  
classmates perform the A section. Have students immediately play the rhythm 
of the newly identified physical feature as the C section and the game  
continues. Lead students to understanding of rondo form. 

• To increase the difficulty, eliminate speech and have students only play their 
responses. Another option for increased difficulty is to have students point to 
more than 1 physical feature (e.g., Great Lakes, Continental Divide); then have 
students sequence and perform both in rhythmically.  

Extensions 
• Challenge students to perform the chant using 2 different body percussion or 

unpitched instrument sounds. For example, the spoken part could be clapped 
while the echo (part played in the “spaces”) could be patted.  

• Have students arrange the physical features in different orders and perform the 
“new” chant.  

• To increase difficulty, have students sequence the physical features for the B 
section directionally (e.g., a student indicates 4 physical features and  
classmates speak the physical features as they appear from west to east). 

• Have students generate written descriptions of geographic features to be 
shared with peers. Descriptions will then be incorporated into chants.  

Assessment 
• Students identify and name physical features indicated on a map of the United 

States. 
• Students perform names of physical features using body percussion and/or 

unpitched percussion.  
• Students speak chant accurately and rhythmically. 
 
 

Materials 
- Map of United States 
- Visuals of physical feature names 
- Whiteboard and markers 
- Unpitched percussion instruments 
 
Vocabulary 
Body Percussion 
Sounds produced by striking or scraping parts 
of the body; typically includes snapping,  
clapping, patting, and stamping 
 
Form 
The structure of a composition; based on  
repetition, contrast, and variation 
 
Unpitched Percussion 
Percussion instrument whose sound is  
typically produced by shaking, striking, or 
scraping and does not produce a specific 
pitch; includes shakers (maracas), drums 
(bongos, hand drums, congas), woods 
(claves, rhythm sticks, woodblocks, etc.), and 
metals (triangle, cowbell, finger cymbals) 
 
Ostinato 
A repeated pattern 
 
Rondo 
A form of composition in which the first section 
recurs throughout the piece, alternating with 
different sections (e.g., A-B-A-B-A or  
A-B-A-C-A, etc.). This form is found especially 
in compositions of the Baroque and  Classical 
eras. 
 
Timbre 
the quality of sound; component of a sound 

that causes different instruments to sound 

different from each other  

 
Resources 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/Home.html 
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Common Core Georgia 
Performance Standards 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 3 
ELACC3W2:  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 
ELACC3W4:  With guidance and support from adults, pro-
duce writing in which the development and organization are ap-
propriate to task and purpose.  
ELACC3SL1:  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative  
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 
ELACC3L3:  Use knowledge of language and its conventions 
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
GRADE 4 
ELACC4W2:  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  
ELACC4W4:  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience.  
ELACC4SL1:  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative  
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 
ELACC4L3:  Use knowledge of language and its conventions 
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
GRADE 5 
ELACC5W2:  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  
ELACC5W4:  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience.  
ELACC5SL1:  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative  
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 
ELACC5L3:  Use knowledge of language and its conventions 
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
 

Georgia Performance Standards 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
GRADE 3 
SS3G1: The student will locate major topographical  
features. 
a. Identify major rivers of the United States of America: Mississip-
pi, Ohio, Rio Grande, Colorado, Hudson.  
b. Identify major mountain ranges of the United States of America: 
Appalachian, Rocky.  
c. Locate the Equator, Prime Meridian, and lines of latitude and 
longitude on a globe.  
d. Locate Greece on a world map.  
 
 

GRADE 4 
SS4G1: The student will be able to locate important physical 
and man-made features in the United States.  
a. Locate major physical features of the United States; include the 
Atlantic Coastal Plain, the Great Plains, the Continental  
Divide, the Great Basin, Death Valley, the Gulf of Mexico, the St. 
Lawrence River, and the Great Lakes. 
GRADE 5 
SS5G1: The student will locate important places in the  
United States. 
a. Locate important physical features; include the Grand Canyon, 
Salton Sea, Great Salt Lake, and Mojave Desert.  
b. Locate important man-made places; include the Chisholm Trail; 
Pittsburgh, PA; Gettysburg, PA; Kitty Hawk, NC; Pearl Harbor, HI; 
and Montgomery, AL.  
MUSIC 
GRADE 3 
M3GM.4: Improvising melodies, variations, and accompani-
ments  
M3GM.6: Listening to, analyzing, and describing music  
GRADE 4 
M4GM.4: Improvising melodies, variations, and accompani-
ments  
M4GM.6: Listening to, analyzing, and describing music  
GRADE 5 
M5GM.4: Improvising melodies, variations, and accompani-
ments  
M5GM.6: Listening to, analyzing, and describing music  
 

National Standards 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
NSS-G.K-12.1: The World in Spatial Terms   
 As a result of activities in grades K-12, all students should: 
- understand how to use maps and other geographic  
representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and 
report information from a spatial perspective.  
- understand how to analyze the spatial organization of people, 
places, and environments on Earth's surface.  
NSS-G.K-12.2: Places and Regions   
As a result of their activities in grades K-12, all students should: 
- understand the physical and human characteristics of places. 
MUSIC 
Standard 2: Performing on instruments, alone and with oth-
ers, a varied repertoire of music 
Standard 3: Improvising melodies, variations, and  
accompaniments 
Standard 4: Composing and arranging music within specified 
guidelines 
Standard 6: Listening to, analyzing, and describing music 
sounds, and classroom instruments  
 
 
 


