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Georgia Performance Standards 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 3 
ELA3R2: The student acquires and uses grade-level words to   
communicate effectively. 
ELA3W1: The student demonstrates competency in the writing 
process. 
GRADE 4 
ELA4W2: The student demonstrates competence in a variety of 
genres.  
ELA4W4: The student consistently uses the writing process to  
develop, revise, and evaluate writing.  
ELA4C1: The student demonstrates understanding and control 
of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves 
the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both writ-
ten and spoken formats.  
ELA4LSV1: The student participates in student-to-teacher, stu-
dent-to-student, and group verbal interactions. 
ELA4LSV2: The student listens to and views various forms of 
text and media in order to gather and share information, persuade  
others, and express and understand ideas.  
GRADE 5 
ELA5W2: The student demonstrates competence in a variety of 
genres.  
ELA5C1: The student demonstrates understanding and control 
of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves 
the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both writ-
ten and spoken formats.  
ELA5LSV1: The student participates in student-to-teacher, stu-
dent-to-student, and group verbal interactions.  
VISUAL ARTS 
GRADE 3 
VA3PR.3: Creates artworks based on personal experience and  
selected themes.  
VA3PR.2: Understands and applies media, techniques, and  
processes of two-dimensional art processes (drawing, painting, 
printmaking, mixed-media) using tools and materials in a safe and 
appropriate manner to develop skills.  
VA3AR.2: Uses a variety of approaches to understand and cri-
tique works of art.  
GRADE 4 
VA4PR.1: Creates artworks based on personal experience and  
selected themes.  
VA4PR.2: Understands and applies media, techniques, and  
processes of two-dimensional art processes (drawing, painting, 
printmaking, mixed-media) using tools and materials in a safe and 
appropriate manner to develop skills.  
VA4AR.2: Uses a variety of approaches to understand and cri-
tique works of art.  
GRADE 5 
VA5PR.1: Creates artworks based on personal experience and  
selected themes.  
VA5PR.2: Understands and applies media, techniques, and  
processes of two-dimensional art processes (drawing, painting, 
printmaking, mixed-media) using tools and materials in a safe and 
appropriate manner to develop skills.  
VA5AR.2: Uses a variety of approaches to understand and cri-
tique works of art.  

National Standards 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
NL-ENG.K-12.6: Students apply knowledge of language  
structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling and  
punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre 
to create, critique, and discuss print and non-print texts. 
NL-ENG.K-12.12: Students use spoken, written, and visual 
language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, 
enjoyment,   persuasion, and the exchange of information). 
VISUAL ARTS 
Standard 1: Understanding and applying media, tech-
niques, and processes 
Standard 2: Using knowledge of structures and functions  
Standard 6: Making connections between visual arts and 
other disciplines 



Discover the art of bookmaking with your students as you explore personal         
storytelling in language arts. Students will use the structure of an accordion book to 
identify parts of an essay: introduction, three supporting details, and conclusion. 
This experience will provide application of authentic arts integration by linking     
writing, image-making and language arts comprehension.   
  
Essential Question: How can bookmaking increase comprehension of         

narrative writing?  

  
Process 

Accordion Bookmaking 

 Begin creating your book by folding a sheet of paper into equal lengths to  
create a designated number of panels. In this case, you are creating five panels 
for the inside of the accordion book, so you will need seven equal lengths to 
include a page for the front and back covers of the book.  

 Use cardboard or tag board to create a front and back cover of your book by 
adhering these cut pieces to the folded paper with Elmer’s or tacky glue. 

 Decorate the front and back covers of your book with imagery and include a 
title, author and illustrator names, and any other information you would like! 

 
Personal Storytelling with Images  

 Ask students to take a few minutes and reflect on the past school year.  

 Then ask each student to write down as many favorite school memories as he 
or she can remember on a sheet of scrap paper. Model this process by working 
alongside your students. 

 Next, ask students to see if they can pick out three of the most important events 
that they listed and circle them. You can identify these as the three supporting 
details that will be featured in their story. 

 Next, identify all of the important elements of a story: introduction, details, and 
conclusion. Facilitate a brainstorming session on how students might create an 
introduction and conclusion for the details they have generated. 

 Inform students that each page in their accordion book will tell the main  
elements of a story! Each page must include an image and text to create a  
narrative that tells their story with an introduction, three supporting details and a 
conclusion. The front cover will include a title, and the author’s and illustrator’s 
name. 

 Students will then begin sketching their images onto the book pages, generate 

written text for each page (summative statements or dialogue between  

characters), and utilize color to make their illustrations come alive! 

 

Assessment 

 Accordion books must contain pages of equal lengths and be contained within a 
front and back cover page. 

 The front cover of accordion books must be adorned with imagery and include a 
title, author’s name and illustrator’s name. 

 Each page of the accordion books must be indicative of the pre-identified  
essential parts of a story. 

 All text included in the books must be in the form of complete sentences free of 
grammatical errors. 

 Imagery generated for the pages must be clearly representational of the  
intended storyline. 

 

Materials 
- 12” x 18” sheets of white paper 

- Rulers 

- Scratch paper 

- Pencils 

- Colored pencils 

- Glue (Elmer’s or tacky) 

- Tag board of cardboard sheets 

 
Vocabulary 
Accordion Book 
Book composed of a continuous folded 
sheet of paper, often enclosed       
between two covers; can either be 
expanded outward or kept flat 
 
Narrative 
A story or account of events 
 
Introduction 
A preliminary part of a story or             
sequence 
 
Conclusion 
The end or close; final part 
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Common Core Georgia  
Performance Standards 
(*CCGPS implementation year 1: 2012-2013) 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 3 
ELACC3W3:  Write narratives to develop real or imagined  
experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive  
details, and clear event sequences. 
GRADE 4 
ELACC4W3:  Write narratives to develop real or imagined  
experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive  
details, and clear event sequences  
ELACC4SL5:  Add audio recordings and visual displays to  
presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of 
main ideas or themes.  
ELACC4L1:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of  
standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
GRADE 5 
ELACC5W3:  Write narratives to develop real or imagined  
experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive  
details, and clear event sequences  
ELACC5SL2:  Summarize a written text read aloud or infor-
mation presented in diverse media and formats, including visually,  
quantitatively, and orally.  
ELACC5SL4:  Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, 
sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and  
relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; 
speak clearly at an understandable pace.  
 

ELACC5SL5:  Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, 
sound) and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to 
enhance the development of main ideas or themes.  
ELACC5L1:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of  
standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
 

WIDA English Language  
Proficiency Standards 
Standard 1: English language learners communicate for so-
cial and instructional purposes within the school setting. 
Standard 2: English language learners communicate infor-
mation, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in 
the  
content area of Language Arts. 
Standard 3: English language learners communicate infor-
mation, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in 
the  
content area of Mathematics. 
 
 
 
 
 

ESOL Modifications and Adaptations 
Preview vocabulary: accordion book, narrative, introduction, and conclusion. Model the activity by creating an ESOL accordion book 
using prior knowledge. Students may create their own accordion book or work with a partner, depending on the students’ language    
levels.   
 
ESOL Assessments 
Same as lesson, except that all text included in the books will be differentiated according to the language level of the student  
(e.g, complete sentences, simple sentences, individual words, or pictures).  
 
Gifted Modifications and Extensions 
Students turn books into a performance to be shared with younger students.  
Students transform books into audio books, incorporating sound effects to match their stories. 
Pair students with younger students to have them teach the basic technique of creating an accordion book.   
 
Gifted Assessments 
Performance should match original story and express appropriate gestures and emotions. 
Audio must match text, be spoken clearly, and have relevant additional sound effects. 
Students should work cooperatively and communicate effectively to teach their partners the basic ideas behind creating books. 
 
Special Education Modifications and Adaptations 
Provide students with pre-folded paper for the accordion books. 
Provide students with verbal prompting assistance when creating their front and back covers of their accordion books. 
When participating in the personal storytelling, brainstorm (as a group) the school memories of the past year and create a list, providing 
verbal prompts to help recollect memories. 
Have students pick 3 favorite memories from the group list. 
Provide students with examples of how to write an introduction and a conclusion. 
 
Special Education Assessments 
Assessment methods for the general education lesson are adequate for special education, as well. 


