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Curriculum guides provide differentiated ideas and activities 
aligned to a sampling of standards. The guides do not        
necessarily imply mastery of standards, but are intended to 
inspire and equip educators. 

Idea Contributed by Melissa Dittmar-Joy 



By utilizing the mathematical concept of order of operations, students will  
explore dance composition and the form and order of created choreography. 
 

Essential Question: 

How can movement aid in the comprehension of order of operations and solving 

mathematical equations? 

 

Process 

 Teach/review dance movements that will be utilized in choreography 
 Break the class into groups 
 Assign each group a math problem that utilizes order of operations to be 

solved 
 Ask students to begin by solving their word problem mathematically 
 Next, ask students to create choreography in the order that is needed to 

solve a problem with order of operations 
 Perform and present. Students will post their math problem with ordered 

sections in how they solved the problem and related it to the sections of  
choreography they created. 

 
Assessment 

 Students will create choreography that correlates with the steps needed to 
solve their mathematical problem. 

 Students will actively participate in performing their choreography to the 
class. 

 Students will reach the correct solution to their mathematical problem. 
 Students will accurately use order of operations to solve their mathematical 

problem. 

Materials 
- Music 
- CD player 
- Mathematical problems on cards 
 
Vocabulary 
Choreography 
The art of composing dances and  
planning and arranging the  
movements, steps, and patterns of 
dancers 
 
Choreographer 
A person who creates dances 
 
 
 
Classroom Tips 
Set up chairs and tables in a circular 
format to maximize students’  
engagement and ability to see their 
peers during the activity and  
performance. Also establish  
parameters for acceptable movement 
choices and discuss audience  
behavior/etiquette with students. 
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National Standards  
DANCE 
Standard 1: Identifying and demonstrating movement 
elements and skills in performing dance  
Standard 2: Understanding choreographic principles, 
processes and structures  
Standard 4: Applying and demonstrating critical and 
creative thinking skills in dance 
Standard 7: Making connections between dance and 
other disciplines 

Common Core Georgia  
Performance Standards 
MATHEMATICS 
GRADE 5 
MCC5.OA.1: Use parentheses, brackets, or braces in 
numerical expressions, and evaluate expressions with 
these symbols. 
MCC5.OA.2: Write simple expressions that record  
calculations with numbers, and interpret numerical  
expressions without evaluating them. For example,  
express the calculation “add 8 and 7, then multiply by 2” 
as 2 × (8 + 7). Recognize that 3 × (18932 + 921) is three 
times as large as 18932 + 921, without having to calculate 
the indicated sum or product. 
 

Georgia Performance Standards 
DANCE 
GRADE 5 
D5FD.1: Identifies and demonstrates movement  
elements, skills, and terminology in dance  
D5FD.2: Understands and models dance etiquette as 
a classroom participant, performer, and observer  
D5CR.1: Demonstrates an understanding of creative 
and choreographic principles, processes, and structures  
D5CO.4: Demonstrates an understanding of dance as 
it relates to other areas of knowledge  


