
Learn about Georgia habitats using puppets! 
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Georgia Performance Standards 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 3 
ELA3R1: The student demonstrates the ability to read orally with speed, 
accuracy, and expression.  
ELA3R2: The student acquires and uses grade-level words to  
communicate effectively.  
ELA3R3: The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from 
grade-level text.  
GRADE 4 
ELA4R1: The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence 
of a warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and 
informational texts.  
ELA4R4: The student reads aloud, accurately (in the range of 95%),  
familiar material in a variety of genres, in a way that makes meaning clear 
to listeners.  
GRADE 5 
ELA5R1: The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence 
of a warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and 
informational texts.  
ELA5R4: The student reads aloud, accurately (in the range of 95%),  
familiar material in a variety of genres, in a way that makes meaning clear 
to listeners.  
SCIENCE 
GRADE 3 
S3L1L: Students will investigate the habitats of different organisms and 
the dependence of organisms on their habitat.  
GRADE 4 
S4L2: Students will identify factors that affect the survival or extinction of 
organisms such as adaptation, variation of behaviors (hibernation), and 
external features (camouflage and protection).  
VISUAL ARTS 
GRADE 3 
VA3PR.3: Creates artworks based on personal experience and selected 
themes. 
VA3PR.2: Understand and applies media, techniques, and processes of 
three dimensional works (ceramics, sculpture, crafts, and mixed media) 
using tools and materials in a safe and appropriate manner to develop 
skills. 
VA3PR.4: Participates in appropriate exhibition(s) of artworks. 
VA3C.1: Applies information from other disciplines to enhance the  
understanding and production of artworks. 
GRADE 4 
VA4PR.2: Understands and applies media, techniques, and processes of 
two-dimensional art processes (drawing, painting, printmaking,  
mixed-media) using tools and materials in a safe and appropriate manner 
to develop skills.  
VA4PR.3: Understands and applies media, techniques, and processes of 
three-dimensional works of art (ceramics, sculpture, crafts, and  
mixed-media) using tools and materials in a safe and appropriate manner 
to develop skills.  
VA4PR.4: Plans and participates in appropriate exhibition(s) of artworks.  
VA4C.1: Applies information from other disciplines to enhance the  
understanding and production of artworks.  
VA5C.1: Applies information and processes from other disciplines to  
enhance the understanding and production of artworks.  

GRADE 5 
VA5PR.2: Understands and applies media, techniques, and processes of 
two-dimensional art processes (drawing, painting, printmaking,  
mixed-media) using tools and materials in a safe and appropriate manner 
to develop skills.  
VA5PR.4: Plans and participates in appropriate exhibition(s) of artworks.  
VA5PR.3: Understands and applies media, techniques, and processes of 
three-dimensional works of art (e.g., ceramics, sculpture, crafts,  
mixed-media) using tools and materials in a safe and appropriate manner 
to develop skills.  
THEATER 
GRADE 3 
TAES3.3: Acting by developing, communicating, and sustaining roles 
within a variety of situations and environments  
TAES3.7: Integrating various art forms, other content areas, and life  
experiences to create theatre technology  
TAES3.11: Engaging actively and appropriately as an audience member 
in theatre or other media experiences 
GRADE 4 
TAES4.3: Acting by developing, communicating, and sustaining roles 
within a variety of situations and environments  
TAES4.7: Integrating various art forms, other content areas, and life  
experiences, to create theatre  
TAES4.11: Engaging actively and appropriately as an audience member 
in theatre or other media experiences  
GRADE 5 
TAES5.3: Acting by developing, communicating, and sustaining roles 
within a variety of situations and environments  
TAES5.7: Integrating various art forms, other content areas, and life  
experiences, to create theatre  
TAES5.11: Engaging actively and appropriately as an audience member 
in theatre or other media experiences  
 

National Standards  
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
NL-ENG.K-12.3: Students will use knowledge of language and its conven-
tions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.   
NL-ENG.K-12.5: Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual 
language (e.g., conventions, style, vocabulary) to  
communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for  
different purposes. 
NL-ENG.K-12.6: Students apply knowledge of language structure, lan-
guage conventions (e.g., spelling and punctuation), media techniques, 
figurative language, and genre to create, critique, and discuss print and 
nonprint texts. 
NL-ENG.K-12.12: Students use spoken, written, and visual   
language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, 
persuasion, and the exchange of information). 
VISUAL ARTS 
Standard 3: Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols, 
and ideas   
Standard 6: Making connections between visual arts and other disciplines   
THEATER 
Standard 2: Acting by assuming roles and interacting in  
improvisations 
Standard 5: Researching by using cultural and historical  
information to support improvised and scripted scenes 
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Learn more about the Georgia Habitats through a lively script and create  
puppets inspired by the characters in the script. Enhance your reading skills 
and knowledge of Georgia plant and animal adaptations as well as your 
knowledge of the art of puppetry. Showcase each plant or animal’s  
adaptations in your design. Bring your puppets to life with expressive and en-
tertaining reading!   
 
Essential Question: 
How can the art of puppetry be used to enhance a Reader’s Theater  
performance of Georgia’s plants and animals and their adaptations? 
 
Process 
• Begin by practicing the Reader’s Theater script “Georgia Habitats and 

Adaptations” in small groups. Assign each student a part to rehearse.  
Allow several days to rehearse the script. You may want to incorporate 
the script into a guided reading group.  

• Discuss the adaptations of each plant and animal in the script. Also,  
discuss the region of Georgia in which the plants and animals can be 
found. Ask questions such as, “Why does the azalea have long branches 
with bright flowers?”      

• Introduce the art of puppetry. Explain that puppetry is one of the oldest art 
forms in existence. It is a very old form of theater in which puppeteers 
used puppets to tell stories. Popular types of puppets include  
marionettes, hand puppets, rod puppets, shadow puppets, and stick  
puppets. Show pictures of each type of puppet.     

• Tell students that they are going to become a puppeteer! Give students a 
variety of craft materials and instruct them to create a stick puppet to  
represent the character he/she portrays in the Reader’s Theatre script.  
Tell students to include the adaptations that the animal needs in order to 
survive in its habitat. For example, the tree frog needs a long, sticky 
tongue and long back legs. The largemouth bass needs to be white on 
the underside and dark on the top. You may want to create example stick 
puppets of each character for display.      

• After the puppets are complete, allow the students to perform the script in 
groups using their puppets. Encourage students to communicate his/her 
character’s traits through their voice and speech. A table or desk and a 
sheet make a great stage for the puppeteers! 

• After each performance, ask the students in the audience to reflect on 
what they saw.  What stood out in the performance as great? What could 
be done to make the next performance better? 

 
Assessment 
• Students read the script fluently. 
• The puppets resemble the plant or animal intended. 
• The puppets show the adaptations of the plant or animal. 
• The students use materials effectively. 
 
 

Materials 
- pictures of various types of  
puppets including marionettes, hand 
puppets, rod puppets, shadow  
puppets, and stick puppets 
- craft supplies: paper plates,  
popsicle sticks, various colors of 
tissue paper, felt, googly-eyes, pipe 
cleaners, various colors of  
construction paper, glue, and a  
variety of other arts and crafts  
supplies 
- “Georgia Habitats and  
Adaptations” Reader’s Theater 
script (attached) 
- example of stick puppets for  
characters in Reader’s Theater 
script (optional) 
-table or desks with a sheet on top 
for presentation stage 
 
Vocabulary 
Puppetry/Puppeteers 
an inanimate object or  
representational figure animated or 
manipulated by an entertainer, who 
is called a puppeteer 
 
Marionettes 
string puppets; a puppet controlled 
from above using wires or strings  
 
Hand Puppets 
type of puppet that is controlled by 
the leg or face that occupies the  
interior of the puppet; a glove puppet 
is a type of hand puppet 
 
Rod Puppets 
puppet that is manipulated with 
wooden or wire rods 
 
Shadow Puppets 
opaque, often articulated figures in 
front of an illuminated backdrop to 
create the illusion of moving images  
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ESOL Modifications and Adaptations 
In the ESOL classroom, after the students have been introduced to the different Georgia habitats, the students will need 
to label a Georgia map showing the different habitats and what is found in each habitat (teacher will need to make sure 
students have included the animals and plants used in the lesson). This will prepare the students with the background 
knowledge needed for the lesson.  
 
ESOL Assessments 
Same as lesson with the exception of allowing students extra practice time to prepare for the reading of the script.  
 
Gifted Modifications and Extensions 
Students create their own puppet show with matching script and puppets. Allow students to research Claymation and ask 
them to report on its similarities and differences to puppetry. Have them then create their own mini Claymation video 
about Georgia habitats. Encourage students to create a poster to advertise the puppet show.  Have them research  
examples of historical posters (such as from the early years of motion pictures or the circus) as inspiration.  
 
Gifted Assessments 
Puppet show should be consistent with the assigned theme. 
Posters should be relevant, persuasive, and free of spelling and grammatical errors. 
 
Special Education Modifications and Adaptations  
When giving the script to students, highlight the student’s speaking part as a visual cue. Provide verbal prompts to the 
student while the script is being read aloud. Provide the student with a recorded sample performance of the script being 
read. Provide an example of each of the puppets for the student to assist with creation of the puppet. 
 
Special Education Assessments  
Students read the script as fluently as they are able. 
The puppets resemble the plant or animal intended. 
The puppets show the adaptations of the plant or animal. 
The student uses materials effectively. 

Common Core Georgia  
Performance Standards 
(CCGPS implementation year 1: 2012-2013) 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE 3 
ELACC3RI1:  Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding 
of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.  
ELACC3RI7:  Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, 
photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of 
the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur).  
ELACC3RI10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend  
informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and  
technical texts, at the high end of the grades 2-3 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.  
ELACC3RI4:  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support  
comprehension.  
ELACC3RF4:  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support 
comprehension.  
ELACC3SL5:  Create engaging audio recordings of stories or poems 
that demonstrate fluid reading at an understandable pace; add visual 
displays when appropriate to emphasize or enhance certain facts or 
details.  
GRADE 4 
ELACC4RI1:  Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining 
what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
ELACC4RI10:  By the end of the year, read and comprehend  
informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and  
technical texts, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  

ELACC4RF4:  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support  
comprehension.  
GRADE 5 
ELACC5RI3:  Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more 
individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical 
text based on specific information in the text.  
ELACC5RI10:  By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational 
texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the 
high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band independently and  
proficiently.  
ELACC5RF4:  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support  
comprehension.  
 

WIDA English Language  
Proficiency Standards 
Standard 1: English language learners communicate for social and  
instructional purposes within the school setting. 
Standard 2: English language learners communicate information, ideas, 
and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of  
Language Arts. 
Standard 4: English language learners communicate information, ideas, 
and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of  
Science. 


