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Idea Contributed by Darby Jones 



Invite a few art historians into your classroom!  Derive inspiration from   
classical portrait paintings,  Diego Velazquez’s La Infanta Margarita or 
Raphael’s Portrait of Baldassare Castiglione, as you explore the idea of self
-portraiture with your students.  A closer look at these works will reveal 
mathematical relationships and proper proportions that will inform your   
students as they render themselves.   
 

Essential Question: How do I see myself? 
 

Process 

 Begin this lesson by introducing notable Renaissance masters, Raphael 
and Velazquez, emphasizing their use of measurement and proportion 
in painting portraits. 

 Have students lightly draw a large oval or egg shape onto their paper. 

 Demonstrate with your hands how the eyes are located about halfway 
down the face. 

 Next, have students begin drawing the eyes with just a circle, and two 
bird-beaks attached to make an eye shape!  Then draw in eyebrows. 

 Have the students use the length of the eyes to generate the distance 
to the bottom of the nose, and tell the students that the center of the 
nose is a “U” shape surrounded by two nostrils on either side.  You can 
describe these shapes as a forward and backward “C” shape. 

 Use your “measuring fingers” once again to demonstrate the ears are 
located between the top of the eyebrows and bottom of the nose. 

 Have the students lightly sketch in the hair, neck and shoulders last. 
Have the students trace their sketch onto transparency sheets, using 
black Sharpies. 

 Demonstrate how to layer colors on the face using crayons or oil      
pastels and stay inside the lines to ensure good craftsmanship. 

 Students will complete this endeavor with reflection by writing a list of 
adjectives and verbs on the back of their portraits describing their     
personalities. 

 Celebrate your self-portrait by conducting a gallery walk, in which        
students walk around the room and take a closer look at all of the   
creative solutions! 

 
Introduction of iPads 

 Teacher demonstrates how to use kidsdoodle or drawing pad app on 
iPad 

 Teacher leads a discussion of procs and cons of both methods and dif-
ferences in proportion 

 Using the camera on the iPad, take individual portrait photos of each 
student and print. Have students compare photos to original sketch and 
app-generated drawing.  How does each differ from the other? 

 
 
Assessment 

 Students have correctly estimated facial features’ placement by    
measuring with their hands. 

 Students’ solutions correctly utilize references to the alphabet and other 
descriptive references. 

 Students employ good craftsmanship by coloring within their drawn 
lines. 

 Students orally identify basic geometric shapes. 

 Students’ writing includes adjectives and verbs. 
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 Materials 
- pencils and erasers 
- crayons 
- 9x12 sheets of drawing paper 
- oil or chalk pastels 
- charged iPad with Kidsdoodle or   
Drawing Pad app loaded 
 
Vocabulary 
Self-Portrait 
A portrait of oneself done by oneself 
 
Shape 
The outline of a specific form or figure 
 
Color 
The quality an object or substance with 
respect to light reflected by the object 
 
Size 
The spatial dimensions, proportions, 
magnitude, or bulk of anything 
 
Proportion 
The size of one object compared to 
another 
 
 
Classroom Tips 
- utilize a white board to demonstrate 
your own self-portrait to students 
- distribute materials (paper, crayons, 
and pencils, etc) to students before 
lesson begins 
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Common Core Georgia 
Performance Standards 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE K 
ELACCKW2:  Use a combination of drawing, dictating, 
and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which 
they name what they are writing about and supply some infor-
mation about the topic. 
ELACCKSL5:  Add drawings or other visual displays to 
descriptions as desired to provide additional detail.  
ELACCKL6:  Use words and phrases acquired through 
conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to 
texts.  
GRADE 1 
ELACC1W2:  Write informative/ explanatory texts in 
which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, 
and provide some sense of closure. 
ELACC1SL5:  Add drawings or other visual displays to 
descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and 
feelings.  
GRADE 2 
ELACC2W2:  Write informative/explanatory texts in which 
they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop 
points, and provide a concluding statement or section. 
ELACC2SL5:  Create audio recordings of stories or po-
ems; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or re-
counts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, 
thoughts, and feelings.  
ELACC2SL6:  Produce complete sentences when appro-
priate to task and situation in order to provide requested de-
tail or clarification.  
ELACC2L6:  Use words and phrases acquired through 
conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to 
texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe 
(e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy). 
MATHEMATICS 
GRADE K 
MCCK.MD.1: Describe measurable attributes of objects, 
such as length or weight. Describe several measurable attrib-
utes of a single object. 
MCCK.G.1: Describe objects in the environment using 
names of shapes, and describe the relative positions of these 
objects using terms such as above, below, beside, in front of, 
behind, and next to.  
MCCK.G.2: Correctly name shapes regardless of their 
orientations or overall size. 

MCCK.G.3: Identify shapes as two‐dimensional (lying in a 

plane, “flat”) or three‐dimensional (“solid”). 
MCCK.G. 5: Model shapes in the world by building 
shapes from components (e.g., sticks and clay balls) and 
drawing shapes. 
GRADE 1 

MCC1.G.2: Compose two‐dimensional shapes (rectangles, 

squares, trapezoids, triangles, half‐circles, and quarter‐
circles) or three‐dimensional shapes (cubes, right rectangular 
prisms, right circular cones, and right circular cylinders) to 
create a composite shape, and compose new shapes from 
the composite shape. 
 
 

GRADE 2 
MCC2.MD.3: Estimate lengths using units of inches, feet, cen-
timeters, and meters. 
MCC2.G.1: Recognize and draw shapes having specified at-
tributes, such as a given number of angles or a given number of 
equal faces. Identify triangles, quadrilaterals, pentagons, hexa-
gons, and cubes. 
 

Georgia Performance Standards 
VISUAL ARTS 
GRADE K 
VAKPR.2: Understands and applies media, techniques, and 
processes of two-dimensional works of art (e.g., drawing, painting, 
printmaking, mixed media) using tools and materials in a safe and 
appropriate manner to develop skills 
VAKPR.4: Participates in appropriate exhibition(s) of art-
works 
GRADE 1 
VA1PR.2: Understands and applies media, techniques, and 
processes of two-dimensional works of art (drawing, painting, 
printmaking, mixed-media) using tools and materials in a safe and 
appropriate manner to develop skills 
VA1PR.4: Participates in appropriate exhibitions of artworks  
GRADE 2 
VA2AR.1: Discusses his or her artwork and the artwork of 
others  
VA2AR.2: Uses a variety of approaches to understand and 
critique works of art 
VA2PR.4: Participates in appropriate exhibition(s) of art-
works.  

 

National Standards 
VISUAL ARTS 
Standard 1: Understanding and applying media, techniques, 
and processes 
Standard 5: Reflecting upon and assessing the characteris-
tics and merits of their work and the work of others 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


