
Georgia Performance Standards 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE K 
ELAKR6: The student gains meaning from orally presented 
text.  
ELAKLSV1: The student uses oral and visual skills to  
communicate.  
GRADE 1 
ELA1R6: The student uses a variety of strategies to  
understand and gain meaning from grade-level text.  
ELA1LSV1: The student uses oral and visual strategies to  
communicate.  
GRADE 2 
ELA2R4: The student uses a variety of strategies to gain 
meaning from grade-level text.  
ELA2LSV1: The student uses oral and visual strategies to  
communicate.  
SOCIAL STUDIES 
GRADE 2  
SS1H2: The student will read or listen to American folktales 
and explain how they characterize our national heritage. The 
study will include John Henry, Johnny Appleseed, Davy  
Crockett, Paul Bunyan, and Annie Oakley. 
GRADE 3 
SSKH3: The student will correctly use words and phrases  
related to chronology and time to explain how things change.  
DANCE 
GRADE K 
DKFD.1: Identifies and demonstrates movement elements, 
skills, and terminology in dance  
DKFD.2: Understands and models dance etiquette as a  
classroom participant, performer, and observer  
DKCR.1: Demonstrates an understanding of creative and  
choreographic principles, processes, and structures  
GRADE 1 
D1F.2: Understands and models dance etiquette as a  
classroom participant, performer, and observer  
D1CR.1: Demonstrates an understanding of creative and  
choreographic principles, processes, and structures  
GRADE 2 
D2FD.1: Identifies and demonstrates movement elements, 
skills, and terminology in dance  
D2FD.2: Understands and models dance etiquette as a  
classroom participant, performer, and observer  
D2CR.1: Demonstrates an understanding of creative and  
choreographic principles, processes, and structures  

Enhance reading comprehension through 
storytelling, art, and movement! 

Story Elements • Organization • Culture • Folktales •  
Expression • Creative Writing • Perception  

 

The Art of Storytelling  

GRADES K - 2 Curriculum Guide 

Curriculum guides provide differentiated ideas and activities 
aligned to a sampling of standards. The guides do not        
necessarily imply mastery of standards, but are intended to 
inspire and equip educators. 

VISUAL ART 
GRADE K 
VAKMC.3: Selects and uses subject matter, symbols, and/or ideas to  
communicate meaning 
VAKC.1: Applies information from other disciplines to enhance the  
understanding and production of artworks 
GRADE 1 
VA1MC.3: Selects and uses subject matter, symbols, and ideas to  
communicate meaning 
VA1C.1: Applies information from other disciplines to enhance the  
understanding and production of artworks 
GRADE 2 
VA2CU.1: Identifies artists as creative thinkers who make art and 
share their ideas 
VA2C.1: Applies information from other disciplines to enhance the  
understanding and production of artworks 
 

National Standards 
GRADES K-2 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
NL-ENG.K-12.4: Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and 
visual language (e.g., conventions, style, vocabulary) to communi-
cate effectively with a variety of audiences and for different purposes. 
NL-ENG.K-12.5: Students employ a wide range of strategies as they 
write and use different writing process elements appropriately to 
communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes. 
NL-ENG.K-12.6: Students apply knowledge of language structure, 
language conventions (e.g., spelling and punctuation), media  
techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, and 
discuss print and non-print texts. 
NL-ENG.K-12.11: Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, 
creative, and critical members of a variety of literacy communities. 
NL-ENG.K-12: Students use spoken, written, and visual language to  
accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment,  
persuasion, and the exchange of information). 
DANCE 
Standard 1: Identifying and demonstrating movement elements and 
skills in performing dance 
Standard 7: Making connections between dance and other  
disciplines 
VISUAL ARTS 
Standard 1: Understanding and applying media, techniques, and 
processes 
Standard 6: Making connections between visual arts and other  
disciplines 
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Introduce students to the ancient art of storytelling through the use of a  
Mayan folktale. Invite them to use art to recall narrative elements as they design 
story panels. Encourage them to reconstruct the story sequence through  
interpretive dance movements. 
 
Essential Question: How can art and movement be used to help  
answer questions about essential narrative elements (e.g., beginning-
middle-end, setting, characters, problems, events, resolutions) in a  
read-aloud text? 
 
Process 
• Prior to the lesson, send home a Storytelling Inquiry Sheet and invite  

parents to complete it and return it to school. 
• Begin the lesson by discussing the Storytelling Inquiry Sheets with the 

class. 
• Invite students to recall stories they have been told by a parent or  

grandparent. List titles and discuss similarities and differences among the 
stories. 

• Share Mayan history (or other applicable history) with the class: 
• The ancient Maya established their cities in the rainforest, played 

games that went on for days, and are famous for their knowledge of 
the stars. The idea of time fascinated them.  

• They chewed gum, filed their teeth and raised bees without  
stingers.  

• Like the Egyptians, they built pyramids, often elaborately adorned 
with murals and elaborate architectural details. 

• Scholars agree the Maya were the most advanced of all ancient 
Mesoamerican cultures. 

• The Maya originated in Yucatan, Mexico, in the area where the  
resort beach city of Cancun is today. 

• They developed astronomy, calendar systems, and writing. They 
built elaborate pyramids and observatories without the use of metal 
tools. 

• They were highly skilled as potters and weavers. 
• The ancient Maya appreciated beauty, storytelling and drama.  

Scientists can tell this by examining their sculptures, ceramics,  
mosaics, painting, weaving, clothing and costume design.  

• Read the story “The First Monkeys” from The Bird Who Cleans the World 
and Oher Mayan Fables, by Victor Montejo (or other folktales). 

• Invite students to recall story details. 
• Discuss the beginning, middle, and end of the story. 
• Divide students into groups of three or four. 
• Provide craft paper folded into thirds and chalk. 
• Invite students to work together to create scenes illustrating the  

beginning, middle, and end of the story. 
• When pictures are complete, encourage students to work together to create 

dance movements for each panel.   
 

Assessment 
• Students will share their pictures and their interpretive dance movements. 
• Have students complete the rubric. Discuss the students’ choices. 
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Materials 
-Story Telling Inquiry Sheet  
-The Bird Who Cleans the World and 
Other Mayan Fables, by Victor  
Montejo (or other folktale or fable) 
-Brown craft paper  
-Colored chalk  
 

Vocabulary 
 

Fable 
A short story that often uses animals 
and characters to teach a lesson  
 

Characters  
The people or animals in a story 
 

Setting  
The time and place in which a story 
takes place 
 

Plot  
The events that happen in a  
story. 
 

Cause  
The reason something happened 
 

Effect  
What happens because of the cause 
 

Body  
The instrument of dance 
 

Space  
The area covered by dance  
movements 
 

Time  
Fast or slow (tempo); even or uneven 
(beat); and long or short (duration) the 
movement is 
 

Energy  
How the body moves 
 

Resources 
Bey, A. (2010). Pre-columbian  
Contacts: Dragon cultures of Africa 
and the Americas. South Carolina: 
CreateSpace. 
 

Mayankids.com. (2008).  Retrieved 
from http://www.mayankids.com/  
 

Montejo, V. (1992). The Bird Who 
Cleans the World and Other Mayan 
Fables.  Willimantic, CT: Curbstone 
Press.  
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Rubric  
See attached document for student self-assessment rubric. 
 
ESOL Modifications and Adaptations 
ESOL teacher will introduce and explain narrative elements and cause and effect. Using a story previously read in the 
ESOL classroom, the students will identify the narrative elements in the story, cause and effect, and review the  
beginning-middle-end of the story.  
 
ESOL Assessments 
Same as lesson  
 
Gifted Modifications and Extensions 
Students will design their own fable with beginning, middle and end that contains a clear moral.  
 
Gifted Assessments 
Students are able to design a fable with beginning, middle and end that contains a clear moral. 

Special Education Modifications and Adaptations 
Use a graphic organizer to help students identify the beginning, middle, and end of the fable. Divide the class into three 
small groups. Each group will be responsible for one panel and accompanying movement. 
 
Special Education Assessments 
Each group completes a panel and a movement. 
 

 
 Common Core Georgia  

Performance Standards 
(*CCGPS implementation year 1: 2012-2013) 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
GRADE K 
ELACCKRI1:  With prompting and support, ask and answer 
questions about key details in a text. 
ELACCKRI3:  With prompting and support, describe the 
connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces 
of information in a text. 
ELACCKSL2:  Confirm understanding of written texts read 
aloud or information presented orally or through media by 
asking and answering questions about key details and  
requesting clarification if something is not understood. 
GRADE 1 
ELACC1RI1:  Ask and answer questions about key details 
in a text. 
ELACC1RI2:  Identify the main topic and retell key details of 
a text. 
ELACC1RI3:  Describe the connection between two  
individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text. 
ELACC1SL1:  Participate in collaborative conversations 
with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with 
peers and adults in small and larger groups.  
ELACC1SL2:  Ask and answer questions about key details 
in a text read aloud or information presented orally or 
through other media. 
ELACC1SL5:  Add drawings or other visual displays to  
descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and 
feelings.  
 

GRADE 2 
ELACC2RL1:  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, 
where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of 
key details in a text. 
ELACC2RL2:  Recount stories, including fables and folktales 
from diverse cultures, and determine their central message, 
lesson, or moral. 
ELACC2RL5:  Describe the overall structure of a story,  
including describing how the beginning introduces the story 
and the ending concludes the action. 
ELACC2SL1:  Participate in collaborative conversations with 
diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers 
and adults in small and larger groups.  
ELACC2SL2:  Recount or describe key ideas or details from 
written texts read aloud or information presented orally or 
through other media.  
 

WIDA English Language  
Proficiency Standards 
Standard 1: English language learners communicate for  
social and instructional purposes within the school setting. 
Standard 2: English language learners communicate  
information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic 
success in the content area of Language Arts. 
Standard 5: English language learners communicate  
information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic 
success in the content area of Social Studies. 



     

“The First Monkeys” I listened to all 
of the story. 

I listened to 
most of the story. 

I did not listen 
to the story. 

Retelling the story 
I was able to help 
the class retell the 

story 

I had trouble helping 
the class to retell the 

story. 

I could not help the 
class retell the story. 

Illustrations 
I completed all 

of my illustration. 
I completed most of 

my illustration. 
I did not complete 

my illustration. 

Creating the dance 

I provided  
suggestions for 

dance movements 
and song choice. 

I needed help to  
provide suggestions 

for dance  
movements and/or 

song choice. 

I did not provide  
suggestions for 

dance movements 
and/or song choice. 

Performing the 
dance 

I participated in the 
performance of the 

dance. 

I needed help to  
participate in the  

performance of the 
dance. 

I did not participate 
in the performance 

of the dance. 

Overall rating 3 2 1 

Name:  

The Art of Storytelling  
Student Rubric 



Dear Parents, 
 In preparation for our lesson about Mayan culture and the Mayan  
storytelling tradition, please complete the following and return it to school. 
 
Story you remember being told as a child:   
 
_______________________________________ 
Person telling the story to you was:  
 
_____________________________________________ 
Please check yes or no: 
_____ Yes, I have told this story to my child. 
_____ No, I have not told this story to my child. 

Dear Parents, 
 In preparation for our lesson about Mayan culture and the Mayan  
storytelling tradition, please complete the following and return it to school. 
 
Story you remember being told as a child:   
 
_______________________________________ 
Person telling the story to you was:  
 
_____________________________________________ 
Please check yes or no: 
_____ Yes, I have told this story to my child. 
_____ No, I have not told this story to my child. 

Dear Parents, 
 In preparation for our lesson about Mayan culture and the Mayan  
storytelling tradition, please complete the following and return it to school. 
 
Story you remember being told as a child:   
 
_______________________________________ 
Person telling the story to you was:  
 
_____________________________________________ 
Please check yes or no: 
_____ Yes, I have told this story to my child. 
_____ No, I have not told this story to my child. 
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