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Notes/Reflections: 



Students will assume characters in a class drama centered around preserving the  
environment. Students will step into role as different living things that inhabit a forest. 
Students will then participate in a role drama where they improvise dialogue and analyze 
environmental concepts. In the class drama, the teacher steps into role as a greedy  
developer and announces that he intends to take down the forest and build a factory. 
Students in turn defend their habitat and attempt to persuade the developer to leave their 
home as it is. Through persuasive writing and role-playing students explore their own 
understanding of the environment. 
 
Essential Question:  How can drama be used to promote awareness and  

understanding of the environment? 

 

Process: 

 Review our Word Wall 
 Create an anchor chart with the class reviewing what we know  
 Define vocabulary: pollution, conservation, reduce, reuse, recycle, litter,  

preservation of the environment, natural resources 
 Class Tableau 

 Announce that today we will be transforming this room into a forest 
 Students brainstorm what they may find in a forest  
 Students dramatize these things in a form of a tableau 
 Ask students to become animals, plants and humans in this forest 
 This continues until everyone in the class has become a part of the tableau 
 Students create sounds for the setting they have created 

 Exploring Characters 
 Students step into role as the character they dramatized in the class tableau 
 Prompt students to silently walk around the room in character exploring their  

character’s movement 
 Prompt students to explore their character’s voice by introducing themselves to one 

another in-role 
 Teacher-in-Role 
 Announce to students that the teacher is going to step into role as a character  
 The teacher steps into role as a developer who is looking to take down the forest 

and build a plant that makes plastic lawn chairs 
 Students remain in role as forest characters and participate in a class discussion 
 The developer exits and the role drama pauses 
 Persuasive Letters (Writing- In-Role) 
 Students write a persuasive letter to the developer attempting to stop him from  

taking down the forest 
 Students share their letters with a partner 
 Press Conference 
 4-5 select students step onstage in-role as their forest character to persuade the 

developer to not take the forest down 
 The remaining students step into roles as reporters 
 Reporters ask the onstage characters “Why?” questions (ex: Why are the trees so 

important? Why should we stop the developer? Why will this hurt the environment?) 
 
Assessment 
Formative assessment- Class discussion, reflection questions, anecdotal notes when 
observing students, students’ writing, Role Drama, class reflection/ discussion 
Summative Assessment- Student’s Writing, Role Drama, Rubrics 
 
 

Materials 
- Anchor Chart Paper 
- Markers 
- Paper 
- Pencils 
 
Vocabulary 
Conserve 
To protect 
Endangered Animals 
A species of organisms facing a very high risk 
of extinction 
Environment 
The things, both living and nonliving, that  
surround a living thing 
Natural Resources 
Materials that occur in nature and can be used 
for economic gain such as minerals, forests, 
water, and fertile land 
Pollution 
Anything in the environment that can harm 
living things or damage natural resources 
Preservation 
To keep alive or in existence 
Recycle 
To reuse a resource to make something new 
Actor’s Neutral 
A neutral position which includes a good center 
of balance, aligned posture, and no uncon-
scious areas of tension in your neck, shoulders, 
or spine.  
Tableau 
A “living picture” in which actors pose and 
freeze in the manner of a picture or  
photograph 
Teacher-in-Role 
Technique in which the teacher assumes a role 
in relation to the students to help develop the 
lesson 
Soundscape 
A sound or combination of sounds that arise 
from an environment 
 

 
Classroom Tips 
Use cueing methods when directing tableau in 
your classroom: “3-2-1- Freeze” and also the 
term “3-2-1- Action”.  
 
Make your expectations for when students step 
into role in their role drama explicit. Go over the 
guidelines before the drama begins. If  
necessary, write them up so that  students can 
refer back to them.   
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Georgia Performance Standards 
SCIENCE 
GRADE 3 
S3L2:  Students will recognize the effects of pollution and 
humans on the environment. 
a. Explain the effects of pollution (such as littering) to the habitats 
of plants and animals.  
b. Identify ways to protect the environment.  

• Conservation of resources  
• Recycling of materials 

THEATRE 
GRADE 3 
TAES3.3: Acting by developing, communicating, and  
sustaining roles within a variety of situations and environments  
TAES3.7: Integrating various art forms, other content areas, 
and life experiences, to create theatre  

National Standards 
SCIENCE 
NS.K-4.3: As a result of activities in grades K-4, all students 
should develop understanding of: 
 Organisms and environments 
THEATRE ARTS  
Standard 2: Acting by assuming roles and interacting in  
improvisations 
Standard 5: Researching by finding information to support  
classroom dramatizations 


