
WELCOME TO UIC 
INTERNATIONAL
We understand that studying in the U.S. can be both challenging and  
exciting. This guide will help you learn more about the process for  
getting your F-1 visa and arriving to the University of Illinois  
at Chicago’s campus.
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IMMIGRATION  
CHECKLIST
     Make an appointment with the U.S. Embassy/Consulate 
(usembassy.gov) for your visa application.

    Pay the SEVIS I-901 fee (fmjfee.com) at least three business 
days before your visa appointment.

    Make sure your passport is valid for at least six months from the 
program start date listed on your I-20.

   Go to the visa appointment with all necessary documents.

    Make travel arrangements to arrive in the United States within 
30 days of the start of classes. You must arrive no later than 
the specified move-in date for your program. Please visit 
UICInternational.org/flight to enter your flight itinerary so that  
UIC International may arrange your transportation from  
O’Hare International Airport.

    Have all Immigration documents readily available during your  
travel to the United States. Do not pack immigration documents  
in your checked baggage.

    Ensure that your passport is stamped at the U.S. Port of Entry 
when you enter the United States.

VISA INTERVIEW
U.S. Embassy/Consulate officials may look for the following items:

       Proof of Residence in a Foreign Country: Shows ties to  
home country

       Proof of Non-Immigrant Intent: Your plans for exiting the 
United States upon completion of studies

       Educational Qualifications: Officer may verify student’s 
educational credentials

       Financial Documents: Students must provide proof of 
sufficient funds available to cover education expenses in  
the United States

Please be aware that each U.S. Embassy/Consulate has its own 
policy for matters related to issuing visas. Please refer to the 
specific embassy website or call the embassy directly for more 
details about the visa application process. You can also visit the 
U.S. Department of State website for more information about the 
visa application process at travel.state.gov/content/visas/en/
study-exchange/student.html.
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SEVIS I-901 FEE Q&A
1.  Who pays the SEVIS fee?

 a.   All foreign nationals who travel to the United States to pursue  
a full course of study in a language training program on an  
F or J visa are required to pay the SEVIS I-901 fee.

2.  How do I pay the SEVIS fee?

 a.   Please visit fmjfee.com to complete the SEVIS I-901 fee 
requirements. Payment can be made online or by mail.

3.   Can someone else (friend or family member)  
pay the fee for me?

 a.   Yes, but you should have a copy of the fee payment receipt to 
prove that the fee was paid for you.

4.  What about my F-2 dependents?

 a.  F-2 dependents DO NOT have to pay the fee.

5.  When do I pay the SEVIS fee?

 a.   The fee must be received by the Department of Homeland 
Security three business days prior to your visa appointment  
with the U.S. Embassy. You must bring the receipt for your  
fee payment to the visa interview. The SEVIS I-901 fee is  
non-refundable.

6.   Can I pay the SEVIS fee at a University, Consulate or 
Port of Entry/Airport?

 a.   No. At this time, the SEVIS fee can only be paid online or by mail.

7.   What happens if I pay the SEVIS fee for one school and 
then decide that I want to attend another school? Can 
I move my SEVIS fee to the new school?

 a.   Yes, but you should bring the I-20 form with the SEVIS ID 
number that you used to pay the fee with you to the U.S. 
Embassy.

MUST-BRING 
DOCUMENTS
   Original and valid passport

   Original Form(s) I-20

    F-1 visa (stamped on your passport)/F-2 visa for  
dependents

   A copy of your I-94

    International driver’s license, if you plan to drive a car  
as soon as you arrive in the United States

   Copies of medical records

   Original or copy of birth certificate



CHECKLIST: 
AFTER YOU ARRIVE IN THE U.S.

You must complete the following items before being 
permitted to begin your classes at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago:

     Attend mandatory orientation at UIC International  
(date and time are listed in your acceptance letter from  
UIC International)

     Submit completed Immunization Form to UIC International 
(this must be completed, signed and stamped by your  
medical doctor)

     Submit proof of health insurance to UIC International

Bring the following documents to the UIC International 
orientation:

     Original and valid passport

     Original Form(s) I-20

     F-1 visa (stamped on your passport)/F-2 visa (for 
dependents)

      Copy of your Form I-94 (to print your Form I-94,  
please visit https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov)

 
Note: If you have not submitted original financial documents  
(no photocopies) before your I-20 was issued, you will be required to bring 
them with you when you attend the UIC International orientation.
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U.S. POINT OF ENTRY
You will meet with a U.S. Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) officer.
Here are some questions the CBP officer might ask you:

     What is the purpose of your visit to the United States?

     How long do you plan to visit?

     Where will you be staying?

      Do you have the means to support yourself financially  
in the United States?

      Do the documents you present match the purpose  
and intent of your visit?

You may be asked to have your luggage inspected.

You will need to present your passport, F-1 visa and I-20.  
Please do not pack these items in your luggage.

Please make sure the immigration officer stamps your passport 
with the following notation: “F-1” (“F-2” for dependents) and “D/S” 
for duration of status.

Don’t forget to visit UICInternational.org/welcome for more helpful tips on 
arriving to the United States.
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