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While scientists and environmental organizations tout the
precarious state of the environment and heed warnings, it

Executive
Summary

begs the question — what do America’s next generation of
leaders think about the future of our planet? Will today’s
youth change the trajectory of tomorrow’s climate? What
role do education institutions play in shaping the younger
generation’s perspectives and environmental actions?

To answer these questions, Inspire surveyed 1,000 U.S.
The environment is becoming increasingly more fragile. A

young adults ages 18-25 who are currently enrolled in

new study* recently found that if the world's governments

college or vocational school, or graduated in the last two

don't initiate a transition to clean energy sources by 2035

years. The survey addressed environmental education and

— meaning that the share of renewables starts to grow by

renewable energy topics, as well as questions on how

at least 2 percent each year — we’ll risk a signiﬁcant

education is adding to policy debates, advocacy efforts,

impact on the environment and economy.

and action initiatives.

*https://www.earth-syst-dynam.net/9/1085/2018/

Key
Findings
Young Americans are strong
advocates for a cleaner energy future.

77%

79%
have taken environmental action in the last 12 months:

of young Americans said environmental

46% made a lifestyle change, and 35% volunteered.

issues are more important to them now
than they were 2 years ago.

67%
would likely have taken courses on environmental

85%

issues, had they been offered to them.

believe the current administration could

52%

be doing more to support clean energy
policy.

strongly agree that we need to use technology to help
the environment.

The Future is Bright
Examining the access, awareness, and actions
youth are taking to ﬁght for environmental issues.
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67%

Access

would have taken courses on environmental issues if
they were offered to them.

Awareness
Action

How accessible are courses and classes about the
environment and impacts from climate change?
96% of colleges offer courses on environmental
issues and 68% of students have taken courses on
environmental issues.

27%
wish they’d learned about environmental policy or law
while in college.

26%
wish they’d learned about sustainable solutions such
as renewable energy or electric vehicles.

77%
Access

Awareness

of young Americans agree environmental issues are
more important to them now than they were 2 years ago.

Action

How aware are students about
environmental issues and changing
federal policies?

85%
believe we could be doing more at the federal level to
support clean energy.

74%
agree that the current administration is creating
policies that negatively impact the environment.

Access
Awareness

Action
What actions are they taking to advocate
for environmental reform and technology
advancements?

79%
have taken environmental action in the last 12 months:
46% made a lifestyle change, and 35% volunteered.

57%
are likely to pursue a job focused on the environment
at some point in the future.

52%
strongly agree that we need to use technology more
to help the environment.

Final
Thoughts
Climate change is an urgent, global problem; however,
there are tangible steps that individuals, organizations,
and the government can take to be part of the solution.
Together, we can reduce human impact on the natural
environment and create a cleaner energy future. With 59
percent of young adults considering themselves “climate
activists,” it is clear there is a growing movement that
supports renewable forms of energy. As the next
generation continues to grow into tomorrow’s leaders,
our future looks bright.
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