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Gentlemen,
 
As you all know, I will be losing many key attorneys starting this week through the beginning of
August (Alex, Ryan, Tyler, Scott P. Bonnie, Russ).  We are wishing them all well in their new
endeavors.  I have hired two new attorneys who will start around July 1: Sean Johnson and Dan
Radford.  Both are experienced attorneys, but new to prosecution. I am trying to hire more deputy
prosecutors.  I have even reached out to private attorneys to perhaps work part-time here to fill the
gaps. The next months will be a challenge for my office. Because of the loss of people, we will soon
be forced to operate on a skeleton crew.  Now that trials have resumed, we are also dealing with a
large number of trial settings, especially in July/August.  We are trying hard to resolve those cases
that can resolve, but inevitably the ones that were always going to go to trial still will.  Usually they
are spaced out a little better, but due to COVID they got consolidated in a small time-frame.
 
Because of all that, we are asking our law enforcement partners to help us by reducing the number
of new PC arrests. This should only be done when there is not a case of violence or an imminent
community safety need. For those cases where there is not a concern of violence or community
safety, please have your people submit the case to us as a warrant request.  My best example of this
is a routine felony possession of a controlled substance. Certainly, we would want a person charged
for this crime. But if there are no unusual issues or community safety threats at that time, we could
charge this person later.  We will be making charging decisions and preparing the complaints, but
not filing any cases where we decide to charge until such time as we have a full staff again. Once
that happens, we will gradually roll out the cases (with a summons on a large majority of them), so
that we do not overburden the Court system and/or the Bonneville County Jail with a mass of cases
all at once.  If your folks have a priority need or anything else to communicate about a case, we
welcome that input. We do not want the safety and quality of life of the people of Bonneville County
to suffer. I am trying hard to balance the time obligations of current trial settings, some on some
pretty heinous offenses, with the ongoing management needs and the interests of the community.
My belief is that reducing PC arrests for non-emergency crimes is a good balance of those competing
needs.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions, concerns, suggestions. As always, I appreciate your
input and our collaboration as we work towards the common goal of keeping our community safe.
Respectful Regards,
Alayne
 
H. Alayne Bean
Bonneville County Prosecuting Attorney
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