
 

Note:  Increased funding for Feeding with Impact is a shared strategy with the Partnership for a Healthy Texas. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feeding with Impact: 

A Comprehensive Approach to Combat Obesity and Move the Needle on Healthy Eating 

Feeding with Impact is a strategy to combat obesity and improve health outcomes by combining free produce 

distribution with evidence-based programs to increase food access and food literacy for low-income Texans. 

 Funds from the Legislature allow us to source free or low-cost donations of fresh produce from farmers 
seeking an outlet for surplus or unsellable product, thereby reducing waste and the cost of disposal.  

 Our 21 member food banks provide this produce free of charge to support programs with a demonstrated 
ability to reduce obesity by changing eating behaviors.  

 With obesity-related health care costs exceeding $1 billion annually, Feeding with Impact has the 
potential to greatly reduce the cost of obesity for the state.  

 By incenting the demand for fresh produce, our approach also supports the growth of healthy food 
retailers in underserved areas.  

Feeding Texas seeks $20 million from the 84th Texas Legislature to support this comprehensive approach to 

tackle childhood obesity and move the needle on healthy eating.  

 

1. Increase funding for the Surplus Ag Grant (Texans Feeding Texans)* from $2.9M to $17.4M in the 2015-16 

Biennium. Texans Feeding Texans is a partnership between the Texas Department of Agriculture, Feeding 

Texas, and Texas farmers.  Our food banks use these funds to source donations of free or low-cost produce. 

The funds cover up to $.10 per/lb. for harvesting, packaging, and storage costs as well as transportation. 

Every $1 we receive yields approximately 9 pounds of produce.  In 2014, Texas food banks distributed 109 

million lbs. of fresh produce to 3.5 million needy Texans via a network of 3,000+ charitable agencies.  The 

requested increase will enable us to increase our produce distribution and support expansion of Feeding with 

Impact programs, such as Brighter Bites. 

*HB 1 (Art. VI-7, Rider 10) and SB 2 (Art VI-7, Rider 11) maintain current funding level of $2.9M for FY 16-17. 

  

2. Increase funding for Brighter Bites from $1.2M to $2.6M.* Brighter Bites (formerly Ace for Health) is a 

partnership between TDA, Feeding Texas, and the North Texas and Houston Food Banks. Using produce 

donated by the food banks, Brighter Bites changes eating behaviors by combining produce distribution with 

nutrition education in low-income schools. These funds cover training, evaluation and operating costs.  

*HB 1 (Art. VI-12, Rider 27) increases funding to $2.6M for FY 16-17.  SB 2 (Art VI-28, Rider 12) maintains 
current funding at $1.2M for FY 16-17. 


