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First Crayons

Game 31  

Give your child a crayon 

and paper and talk about 

any marks he makes.

Playing with crayons and 

paper introduces your baby 

to using tools for drawing 

and writing. Your words let 

him know that this activity 

is important.

You made red 
marks on  

your paper!



Why this is important
Crayons provide an easy introduction to writing tools. The simple act of putting a crayon to paper gives 
your baby a chance to freely explore some of the elements of drawing and writing. He will enjoy moving 
his arm and hand and seeing the result. Later he will learn to use crayons to express himself creatively.

What you do
	 Tape a large piece of paper on the table. Seat your baby at the table and offer him one crayon. 

He may taste it, feel it, or show it to you. Talk about the crayon. This is a red crayon. It is smooth 
and round.

	 Wait for him to make an accidental mark on the paper, or choose another crayon and make a small 
mark yourself. 

	 Offer positive encouragement when he makes a mark. You made red lines with your crayon! He may 
make long strokes or just poke at the paper.

	 Give him a crayon only when he is seated in front of paper and can freely explore. Do not leave 
your child alone with crayons or any other small objects that could be swallowed. Let him 
explore with crayons only while you are watching to make 
sure he uses them safely.

 
Ready to 
move on?

When he has practiced with a 
crayon many times, offer him a choice 

between two crayons. Eventually, he will 
be able to choose a crayon from a variety 

placed before him. 
Let’s read together!

The Shape of Things 
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