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I. An Angelic Encounter 

a) On August 2, 2018, Andrew Mdoe, a powerful man of God and our Lifeschool leader in Tanzania, was 
prompted to pray for our church. The burden of the Lord came upon him and he interceded for us. 

b) Later that day, Alice Unanaowo had a powerful prophetic encounter. An angel came into her studio, 
where she was cutting fabric, and said, “Who will come into My throne room?” Alice said that she 
couldn’t stand on her feet anymore and was crying uncontrollably. She looked up and saw a man 
clothed in pure white, with such a brightness that he had to stand far away from her. In his hands 
was the earth and it had different colors. The man said, “Come and I will tell you things about it.” 

c) Alice said, “God is giving us access to His throne room through revelation and wants us to wait on 
Him to show us the next step of His move on earth.” 

d) Note: Andrew’s intercession likely activated the angel to visit Alice and give her this message. 

II. The Invitation to Us 

a) Revelation 4:1-2: “After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven, and the 
first voice which I had heard, like the sound of a trumpet speaking with me, said, ‘Come up here, and 
I will show you what must take place after these things.’ Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, 
a throne was standing in heaven, and One sitting on the throne.” 

b) The Lord is inviting us into the throne room to worship Him as priests and to then become 
messengers of God’s voice from the throne.  

c) There is “a door standing open in heaven” for us at Restoration Life. It is an open door for us anytime 
we gather. We simply have to believe and receive this. This open door is always available to us. 

d) The Lord is calling to us with love and desire, “Come up here.” Come up to the throne of God in the 
Spirit and join with the worshipers of heaven around the throne. 

e) “I will show you what must take place after these things.” After we serve as priests who minister to 
the Lord, He will give us prophetic revelation of what will take place in the earth. We will become a 
voice for the Lord from His throne. A messenger of God’s voice from the throne.  

f) There are many voices speaking today, many voices even within the church. One person says the 
Lord is saying one thing and another says He is saying another. These often contradict one another. 
This makes the Lord seem as if He has “multiple personality disorder.” There are few voices today 
who are speaking God’s voice from the throne. But this is the Lord’s invitation to us at Restoration 
Life. 

g) The Lord is asking us, “Will you come into My throne room? Will you minister to Me as priests? Will 
you be My mouthpiece to the nations? Will you be My voice from the throne?” 

h) “Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne was standing in heaven.” We can only gain 
access to the throne room by our spirit-to-Spirit connection with the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 2:18 says: 
“For through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.” What a profound blessing 
that we presently have! We have direct access right now to the Father who sits on the throne through 
the indwelling Spirit. 
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III. Become a Bethel 

a) In Genesis 28:10-22, Jacob had a dream in which a ladder stretched from earth to heaven. He saw 
the angels of God ascending and descending upon it. It was a portal, an open heaven, a connection 
between earth and heaven. 

b) Here’s some of his statements: 

• Surely the LORD is in this place (Gen. 28:16); 

• How awesome is this place! (Gen. 28:17); 

• This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven (Gen. 28:17); 

• He called the name of that place Bethel [house of God] (Gen. 28:19). 

c) Restoration Life is called to be a “Bethel.” Not Bethel Church in Redding, California. But a Bethel in 

the Spirit. We are called to be: 

• A portal that connects earth to heaven; 

• A ladder where the angels of God ascend and descend into our midst; 

• A place known for the activity of angels; 

• A place where surely the Lord’s manifest presence dwells; 

• A place that is awesome because of the glory of God dwelling among us; 

• A house of God that is connected to the gate of heaven. 

d) Jesus told Nathaniel, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see the heavens opened and the angels of 
God ascending and descending on the Son of Man” (John 1:51). 

e) Paul said in 1 Corinthians 2:10-13: “For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit 
searches all things, even the depths of God. For who among men knows the thoughts of a man 
except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the 
Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so 
that we may know the things freely given to us by God, which things we also speak, not in words 
taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with 
spiritual words.” 

f) The Holy Spirit is Christ in us. Because Christ is in us, each of us have Jacob’s ladder dwelling in us. 
Each of us have a direct connection to heaven.  

g) The Holy Spirit is like an umbilical chord that connects us to heaven. He connects us to: 

• The deep things within God’s heart; 

• The thoughts of God; 

• The revelation of God; 

• The activity of heaven, especially the throne room. 
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h) Everyone who is born of God has “Jacob’s Ladder” in them because of Christ. Think this through. We 
are all a “Jacob’s Ladder” who has a direct connection from earth to heaven because of the 
indwelling Spirit. Imagine what would happen if everyone of us started to access this blessing and 
lived with this open heaven and direction connection to the throne of God? 

i) Now imagine what would happen if we, as individual “Jacob’s Ladders,” connected to one another 
in this place. If we became the living stones who were fit together into a dwelling place of God in 
the Spirit. We would become a corporate “Jacob’s Ladder” that connected earth to heaven. 

j) Such is our call. Such is our responsibility. 

IV. On Earth as In Heaven 

a) Jesus said in the Lord’s prayer: “Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” 
(Matt. 6:10). 

b) What we see in heaven, God wants on earth. To be more specific, what we see in Revelation 14:1-5, 
the Lord wants in our worship now. We don’t have to wait until we die and go to heaven to 
experience a taste of this now. 

c) Revelation 14:1-5 states: 

Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one 
hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on 
their foreheads. And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the 
sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on 
their harps. And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures 
and the elders; and no one could learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four 
thousand who had been purchased from the earth. These are the ones who have not been 
defiled with women, for they have kept themselves chaste. These are the ones who follow 
the Lamb wherever He goes. These have been purchased from among men as first fruits to 
God and to the Lamb. And no lie was found in their mouth; they are blameless. 

d) Revelation 14:1-5 is the model for our worship in this new season. Last week we looked at two parts 
of this model: 1) Holy of holies worship that ministers to the Lord and 2) Worshipers who worship. 

e) Today, we will look at two more parts of our worship model. 

V. #3: Build a Spiritual Zion. 

a) Notice that the worship takes place “on Mount Zion” (14:1). 

b) Look at Hebrews 12:18-24: 

For you have not come to a mountain that can be touched and to a blazing fire, and to 
darkness and gloom and whirlwind, and to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words 
which sound was such that those who heard begged that no further word be spoken to 
them. For they could not bear the command, “IF EVEN A BEAST TOUCHES THE MOUNTAIN, 
IT WILL BE STONED.” And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, “I AM FULL OF FEAR and 
trembling.” But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who 
are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made 
perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which 
speaks better than the blood of Abel. 

c) The implications of this passage are staggering. The text states, “You have not come to a mountain 
that can be touched.” That means we are not talking about a physical reality, but a spiritual reality. 
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Even though we can’t see it or touch it, spiritual realities are absolutely real. We just need to be like 
a little child and believe it. Get our human reasoning out of the way and believe the spiritual reality 
described in Hebrews 12:18-24. 

d) “You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.” Let this 
staggering statement sink in. This is not something we are waiting to experience when we die. This 
is the normal experience for the church of Jesus Christ when we gather.  

e) Hebrews 12:18-24 is describing a Jacob’s Ladder reality for the church when we gather together. In 
the Spirit, we can expect to connect with Mount Zion in heaven. We can expect to connect with the 
heavenly Jerusalem. We can expect to connect to the city of the living God. Week in and week out. 
This is the spiritual reality of what our gathering together should be. Let’s not settle for anything 
less. 

f) Believe it. Simply believe it. Then receive it and live in it. This is real. This is accessible to us. We can 
have this every week. If we will believe it and receive it. Let all doubt, unbelief, and humanistic 
thinking be removed.  

g) We are to build a spiritual Zion that connects earth to Mount Zion in heaven.  

h) God’s house on earth, His Bethel, was always intended to connect earth to heaven. Jacob’s Ladder is 
not some unique experience to us. It’s normal Christianity. Right now, we have “access in one Spirit 
to the Father” who dwells in heaven. 

i) We are to build God’s spiritual house. Paul described this in Ephesians 2:21:  

In whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 
in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. 

j) We are to build a Zion in the Spirit, a spiritual dwelling place of the Holy Spirit that connects earth to 
heaven. God is truly “razing” our worship up, taking us higher. 

k) The Lord’s “fire is in Zion” and His “furnace is in Jerusalem” (Isa. 31:9). Israel is like the outer court, 
Jerusalem the holy place, and Zion the holy of holies. The Lord is calling us to build a Zion, a holy of 
holies dwelling place in the Spirit. 

l) Isaiah 33:14-17 states, 

Sinners in Zion are terrified; trembling has seized the godless. “Who among us can live with 
the consuming fire? Who among us can live with continual burning?” He who walks 
righteously and speaks with sincerity, he who rejects unjust gain and shakes his hands so 
that they hold no bribe; he who stops his ears from hearing about bloodshed and shuts his 
eyes from looking upon evil; he will dwell on the heights, his refuge will be the impregnable 
rock; his bread will be given him, his water will be sure. Your eyes will see the King in His 
beauty; they will behold a far-distant land. 

m) The Zion-dwelling place of God is a place of fire. We won’t be able to get away with anything. It’s a 
narrow path of fiery holiness. The fire of God burns brightest in Zion. It’s the place of God’s 
consuming fire. It’s the place of His continual burning. It’s the place of His manifest presence. 

n) Even the small things matter. What we look at. What we hear. How we speak. The thoughts of our 
heart. Not just our actions, but the inner life matters greatly to God in Zion. What we got away with 
in the outer court and even in the holy place will get us killed in the holy of holies. But there is 
nothing like it in the earth. We will see the Lord’s majesty and beauty in Zion. 

o) One of David’s first assignments as king was to capture Zion and bring the ark of the covenant to 
settle there. Following this, David established continual worship before the ark of God’s glory, where 
most of the Psalms were written.  
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p) Zion is where: 

• God dwells (Psa. 9:11; 76:2; 84:7); 

• God’s perfect beauty shines forth (Psa. 50:2); 

• The Lord is great and exalted above the people (Psa. 99:2); 

• The Lord appears in His glory (Psa. 102:16); 

• The Lord reigns from (Psa. 110:2); 

• The Lord has chosen to dwell (Psa. 132:13). 

VI. #4: Become A Corporate Worshiper 

a) “And I heard a voice from heaven…and they sang a new song before the throne” (Rev. 14:2-3). It’s 
one voice. Not many voices. One voice made of many voices that sang one song. 

b) One new man. The mature man. The corporate man. This relates to the corporate calling. 

c) We aren’t to have a remnant who fully press in while others day dream about other things. All of us, 
from the youngest to the oldest, are to enter the holy of holies together. 

d) The Holy Spirit is emphasizing corporate fullness. Revelation 14:1-5 reveals a company who are at 
the same level of revelation, devotion, intimacy, overcoming, insight, and love. They are at the same 
stature and are therefore one. They worship the Lord as one worshiper. There’s not some at one level 
who worship and others at another level who worship. They are of the same stature—the measure 
of the stature that belongs to Christ. 

e) Church is not a building. Church is not a service with music and a message. We don’t go to church. 
We are the church. We are the ekklēsia. We are the very body of Jesus Christ.  

f) Church is not meant to be an event where we are entertained, where we go, sing some songs, hear 
a message, eat lunch, go home, take a nap, and then we can’t even remember what happened. 
Gathering together should continually transform us into the image of Jesus Christ. 

g) When we gather together, we are not to be spectators but participators. Listen to what Paul said 
about the gathering of the ekklēsia: 

When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, 
has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification (1 Cor. 14:26). 

When we assemble together, Paul said, “each one” is to be prepared to participate. That doesn’t 
mean everyone will get up on the platform and share on the microphone. Otherwise our meeting 
would last all day. But we are to come to church ready to participate, not just spectate.  

h) Most of us (forgive me!) don’t even think about our Sunday gathering until we are 15 minutes into 
worship. Whenever you are responsible for leading worship or speaking, you seek the Lord 
throughout the week about what He wants to do. You consecrate yourself more than usual. 
Typically, you wake up early on Sunday to pray and seek the Lord. You get to church early. You are 
much more focused when you are responsible for leading than when you are not. 

i) The truth is: We are all responsible to seek the Lord for our gathering together on Sundays. And our 
first responsibility is to be a consecrated priest. 

j) Peter said, “You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:5). 



Come Up Here, Part 2                                                                                     Sunday, August 19, 2018 
 

 

Restoration Life Church | www.RestorationLife.org     Page 6 
 

k) Peter also said, “But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR 
God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out 
of darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9). 

l) The Lord’s spiritual house is built by every living stone being fit together. Our first ministry is to be 
“a royal priesthood” who offers “up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” 
These spiritual sacrifices consist of proclaiming “the excellencies of” God. 

m) When David first attempted to bring the ark to Zion, he didn’t follow the Lord’s prescribed method. 
He tried to bring it to Zion on a new cart. This resulted in Uzziah being struck dead when he tried to 
steady the wobbly ark of the covenant.  

n) God’s glory will never come on a new cart. It will never come by fancy lighting, smoke machines, and 
a ten-member cutting-edge band. God’s glory still only comes one way. On the shoulders of the 
priests. His glory comes as we take our responsibility as priests to shoulder the burden of His glory. 
This demands a much greater consecration and sanctification than we are accustomed to. 

o) Notice some key statements when David brought the ark to Zion: 

• “Because you did not carry it at the first, the LORD our God made an outburst on us, for we 
did not seek Him according to the ordinance” (1 Chron. 15:13); 

• “No one is to carry the ark of God but the Levites; for the LORD chose them to carry the ark 
of God and to minister to Him forever” (1 Chron. 15:2); 

• “Consecrate yourselves both you and your relatives, that you may bring up the ark of the 
LORD God of Israel to the place that I have prepared for it” (1 Chron. 15:12); 

• “The sons of the Levites carried the ark of God on their shoulders with the poles thereon, as 
Moses had commanded according to the word of the LORD” (1 Chron. 15:15). 

p) We are the priests who bring in the glory of God. It’s our responsibility. Not just the elders and the 
worship team. All of us. Each of us are to consecrate ourselves for our Sunday gatherings and come 
prepared to do our part to bring God’s glory from heaven to earth. We are to shoulder this 
responsibility. 

q) Consider the weight of the ark of covenant. The ark was made of acacia wood overlaid with gold. 
Inside the ark were the stone tablets of the law, the mana, and Aaron’s rod that budded. One 
calculation has the total weight between 330 to 615 pounds.1 This would equate to somewhere 
between 85 to 160 pounds per priest, who were responsible to carry this on their shoulders. 

r) Carrying the ark was hard work. It was heavy. Though it was an honor, the poles pressed into their 
shoulders. I’m sure it was uncomfortable. Think about when you have to move furniture. You know 
a little what this was like. It was a heavy responsibility. It was not taken lightly. Doing it wrong would 
get them killed, like Uzziah.  

s) We are now the priests who are responsible to carry God’s glory. We are the priests who are called 
to shoulder this responsibility. This means there is a pressing upon us. There is a restraint upon us. 
There is a narrowing, where can’t just live however we want to live anymore. We are being hedged 
in with a responsibility to bring in the glory of God. We must live a more consecrated, sanctified life 
to bring in His glory. The responsibility is upon us all as priests. 

1 https://warrenmyers.com/blog/2012/06/the-dimensions-and-approximate-weight-of-the-ark-of-the-
covenant/#.W3biJOhKiUk 

                                                           


