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I. Introduction 

a) What if the apostle Paul was alive today? What if we had the privilege of having Paul exhort us as we 
begin Year Two of our 2-year training? What do you think he would say? What would be his 
exhortation? 

b) I imagine that he would preach about the pursuit of Christ from Philippians 3. This vision captured 
him five years before his death. This vision refocused his energy around what was truly important. 

c) After Paul led multitudes to salvation, planted numerous churches, performed many astonishing 
miracles, wrote much of the New Testament, was caught up to heaven and heard inexpressible 
revelation, traveled throughout the Middle East, Europe, and Asia spreading the gospel, and 
suffered great persecution, a vision captured him toward the end of his life. It was the pursuit of 
Christ. 

d) There’s six things that Paul highlighted about the pursuit of Christ that I want to share today as we 
begin Year Two of our 2-Year training. 

e) Before I begin, let me share a quote from Frank Viola. In his new book Insurgence, which is a great 
book about the gospel of the kingdom, he states, “That which marks the insurgence is total 
allegiance, total surrender, and total devotion to a living, breathing Person who has won the hearts 
of fallen humans.” 

f) This is a beautiful summary of the goal of our 2-year training. This is all about the passionate pursuit 
of Christ. 

II. #1: Don’t Put Confidence in Externals. 

a) Paul said, “For we are the [true] circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ 
Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh, although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. 
If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: circumcised the eighth day, of 
the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; as to 
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless” (Phil. 
3:3-6). 

b) If we want to pursue the Person of Christ, like Paul, we can’t put our confidence in any external 
achievement, accomplishment, or success.  

c) For Paul, it was taking pride in his Jewish roots. He had the ultimate resume of a zealous Jew. In first 
century Israel, this would be like being a famous athlete or actor in our day. Yet Paul knew if he took 
pride in the externals, it would derail him from pursing Christ. 

d) For us, it can be so many things. Everything from success, money, being an American, ministry 
accomplishments, family, biblical knowledge, what school we attended, we car we drive, what house 
we live in, or where our children go to school. The list is endless.  

e) The idea is that anything which occupies the heart and captures our soul is an enemy to the pursuit 
of Christ. Paul would exhort us, “If you want to pursue the Person of Christ, don’t put confidence or 
take pride in anything that you have done or achieved. It will derail you in your pursuit of Christ.” 

III. #2: Surrender Your Self-Life for a Greater Treasure. 

a) “But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. More 
than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain 
Christ” (Phil. 3:7-8). 
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b) Christ is the treasure. If we don’t have a revelation of the beauty of the Man Christ Jesus, then any 
type of radical pursuit will become a religious obligation and burden. 

c) Paul said, “Whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of 
Christ.” For Paul, it was his Jewish roots, which created a sense of pride in him. For us, it is whatever 
occupies the heart and soul. It is this self-life, built on externals, that fuels pride in our heart and 
distracts us from true glory of God in the face of Christ. 

d) When compared to the beauty of Christ, the treasure of Christ, the unsearchable riches of Christ, and 
the majesty of Christ, everything else, no matter how good, is like poop. The word “rubbish” means 
animal manure. You take your dog on a walk and he poops. Then you have to take a bag and scoop 
it up. That’s what every other thing is like compared to Christ. 

e) When you take your dog on a walk and he poops and you have to take a bag and scoop it up, that’s 
what every other thing is like compared to Christ.  

f) A revelation of the beauty of Christ empowers you to let go of everything else. Without a vision of 
the Person of Christ, this message will come across as a burden, an obligation, and a heavy yoke to 
carry. But when you see Him, you realize everything else in this life is like poop. It’s like grass that 
blows away with the wind. 

g) Knowing Christ is of such value that it surpasses every other pursuit. Christ is the unsearchable 
treasure, the true wealth, the desire of every human heart, the center of heavenly worship, and the 
great eternal purpose of the Godhead. 

IV. #3: Knowing Christ Is the Greatest Treasure of All. 

a) Paul said, “The surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” inspires me to let go of lesser 
things that occupy my soul (Phil. 3:8). 

b) Paul said that “a true knowledge of...Christ” is the greatest treasure (Col. 2:2). Or put another way, it’s 
the “unfathomable [unsearchable, untraceable] riches of Christ” that our hearts hunger for (Eph. 3:8). 

c) Jesus Christ is... 

• The risen, ascended, glorified, and enthroned eternal Son who became a Man; 

• The embodiment of the fullness of deity (Col. 1:19; 2:9); 

• The beautiful One whose face is shining like the sun in its strength, with eyes like a flame of 
fire, and whose mouth is like a sharp two-edged sword (Rev. 1:16); 

• The radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of the Father’s nature (Heb. 1:3); 

• The beloved Son who is the image of the invisible God (Col. 1:15); 

• The Creator of the universe, both the visible and the invisible, from the smallest atom to the 
largest solar system (Col. 1:16); 

• The One who upholds all things by the word of His power (Heb. 1:3); 

• The head of the church, which is His body (Col. 1:18); 

• The center of God’s eternal purpose, who will have the preeminence in everything (Col. 1:18); 

• The embodiment of all wisdom and knowledge (Col. 2:3); 
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• The King of kings and Lord of lords; the head over all rule and authority; and the embodiment 
of the kingdom of God (Col. 2:10); 

• The last Adam, who took all of the selfish, evil nature of the first Adam and all of his 
descendants to the cross, crucifying it, burying it, and killing it—never to rise again (1 Cor. 
15:45); 

• The second Adam, the head of a new creation of men and women, who became the firstborn 
Son when He was raised from the dead (1 Cor. 15:47); 

• The life-giving Spirit who now dwells within all who have been born again (1 Cor. 15:47; Col. 
1:27). 

d) The whole Christian life is about one thing: Knowing Him who dwells within us. Not knowing about 
Him; knowing Him deeply in the secret place, where it’s just you and Him in the quiet place of 
surrender, listening to His voice.  

e) We have missed the entire point of God’s eternal purpose. We were created to have a real, deep, 
soul-satisfying relationship with a living, breathing Person, who just happens to have Genesis 1 on 
His resume. 

f) We are called to know Him intimately by fellowshipping with the indwelling Spirit. We are invited to 
hear His whispers daily, as we learn that man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceeds from His mouth. 

V. #4: We Can Gain So Much More of Christ. 

a) Paul said, “I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ” 
(Phil. 3:8). 

b) Frank Viola said in his book Insurgence: “God is after a people whom He can possess completely, a 
people of the kingdom….It is my opinion that the Lord has never had a large group of people who 
were completely His own. And I seriously doubt He ever will.”  

c) Will you be one of the rare people throughout history who are completely possessed by the living, 
indwelling Christ? Will you surrender everything to Him, counting it as rubbish and dung, so that 
you may gain more of Him? 

d) Revelation 12:11 states, “And they overcame him because...they did not love their life [soul or self-
life] unto death.” The overcomers are those who don’t love their self-life unto death. Or put another 
way, the mature sons of God are those who allow the indwelling Spirit to fully possess them.  

e) Paul said, “So then, brethren [notice that he is talking to believers who have a choice of what life 
source we live from], we are under obligation, not to the flesh [the five senses of the body coupled 
together with the mind, will, and emotions of the soul], to live according to the flesh [the self-life]— 
for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death 
the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of 
God” (Rom. 8:12-14). The mature sons of God are those who surrender their self-life absolutely and 
completely so that the indwelling Spirit can fill and possess them. 

f) If we surrender our self-life, we will gain more of Christ. We will gain a greater internal revelation of 
Him. We will gain a greater internal release of His life—His love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, and self-control. We will gain greater internal intimacy with Him. 
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VI. #5: It’s About Becoming, Not Doing. 

a) Paul said, “Not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith 
in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith” (Phil. 3:9, NKJV). 

b) The Christian life is all about becoming what we already are. We work from victory, not for victory. 
We work from righteousness, not for righteousness. We work from love, not for love. We work from 
acceptance, not for acceptance.  

c) All that is true of Christ has been imputed to us when we were born again. Christ’s very own 
righteousness, death, burial, resurrection, enthronement, and overcoming nature we imputed to us, 
so that God reckons us to be righteous, crucified, resurrected, enthroned, and overcomers. Now we 
are to grow into this legal position by yielding to the indwelling Spirit and letting Him live. The more 
we are conformed to the death of Christ through the indwelling Spirit’s work, the more of Christ is 
released into our heart and soul. 

d) In the New Covenant, we are not under the external law of commandments. Do this. Don’t do this. 
Instead, we are living by the faith of Christ as the indwelling Spirit empowers us. Christ’s faith in us 
becomes our faith and our faith in Him empowers us to draw more of His life out from the inner 
reservoir of our spirit, until His life possesses and conquers every part of our heart and soul. 

e) When we focus on what we do for God, it leads to self-righteousness. For example: 

• I wake up early to seek God (check); 

• I pray for 2 hours (check); 

• I read the Word for 2 hours (check); 

• I fast for 3 days (check). 

f) When we do this in our own strength and power, trying to do something for God in order to gain His 
approval and acceptance, this becomes our own righteousness. This is what Paul meant by “not 
having my own righteousness, which is from the law.” This is living by the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. This is a Babylonian mindset. Doing in order to become rather than becoming in order 
to do. 

g) Paul told the Galatians, “You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus 
Christ was publicly portrayed [as] crucified? This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you 
receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun 
by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?” (Gal. 3:1-3). 

h) “The righteousness which is by God through faith” comes as we live by another life—the life of the 
indwelling Christ. It’s not trying to perfect ourselves by the flesh. It’s learning to live by the life of 
Christ in you. 

i) Living by the indwelling Spirit is: 

• Total surrender to Him; 

• Letting the faith of Christ in us to become our faith; 

• No longer trying to live but allowing Christ in us to live; 

• His life in us fully released into our heart and soul, resulting in His righteousness becoming 
our own righteousness; 

• Our living condition aligned with our legal position. 
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VII. #6: Your Living Condition Aligned with Your Legal Position. 

a) Paul said, “That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the 
dead” (Phil. 3:10-11). 

b) Here’s what Paul is basically saying. When you entered into the New Covenant through faith in 
Christ, all that is true of Christ was imputed to you. Meaning that because of Christ and you being in 
Christ, you are now righteous, crucified, buried, resurrected, ascended, and enthroned. This is your 
legal position in the New Covenant. This is such great news! 

c) It’s not enough, however, for us to remain in our legal position. The Lord wants the indwelling Christ 
to align our living condition with our legal position.  

d) When Paul wrote Philippians 3, he was already crucified with Christ by imputation. To a large degree, 
his living condition was fully aligned with his legal position. Yet he was still hungry for more. He 
wanted a more fuller alignment with Christ’s crucifixion, death, burial, and resurrection. He wanted 
a deeper work of the cross to be applied to his heart and soul. Ultimately, Paul wanted a greater 
union with Christ in His resurrection. 

e) Many claim “I am the righteousness of God in Christ” while living a selfish lifestyle. While it’s true that 
Christ’s righteousness was imputed to us, it’s not enough to have the imputed righteousness of 
Christ. We must actually become righteous by allowing Christ in us to live.  

f) The measure of Christ living in us is the measure of how righteous we are. The measure of Christ 
living in us is the measure of how holy we are. The measure of Christ living in us is the measure of 
whether or not we are overcoming. 

g) Paul wanted His living condition to be fully aligned with His legal position by the indwelling Spirit. 

 


