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THE PROBLEM 
Gun control activist Igor Volsky on Thursday said that the U.S. is 
starting to see a change in gun culture and the popularity of 
hunting is starting to wane among younger generations. 
“Hunting is on its way out,” Volsky told Hill.TV co-hosts Krystal 
Ball and Buck Sexton on “Rising.” 
 
Volsky, the executive director of activist group Guns Down, has 
some numbers to back up his assertion. 
Participation in hunting dropped by about 2 million people, to 
11.5 million hunters, from 2011 to 2016, according to a 
2017 report by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The report 
also found that hunting license sales dropped in 33 states in 
the last two decades. 
 
“The culture is changing — you see younger people not using 
guns as much. ...” Volsky said. “ 

https://thehill.com/hilltv/rising/400117-gun-control-activist-says-young-people-turning-against-
hunting?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Rising2 

https://www.fws.gov/news/ShowNews.cfm?ref=new%C2%A05-year-report-shows-101.6-million-americans-participated-in-hunting-&_ID=36136
https://www.fws.gov/news/ShowNews.cfm?ref=new%C2%A05-year-report-shows-101.6-million-americans-participated-in-hunting-&_ID=36136


THE PROBLEM 

Bear Hunt Restrictions Cut N.J. Hunter Numbers  
N.J.’s Gov. Phil Murphy’s pledge to end black bear hunting in the Garden 
State is already having its intended effect even before the season has 
opened. Gov. Murphy issued an executive order cutting off all state land for 
bear hunting and now, only 3,000 of the state’s 11,000 bear hunting permits 
have been sold. Last year, 8,790 permits were sold, with 5,500 of them going 
by the end of September 2017. Gov. Murphy couldn’t end the hunts 
outright, but he’s limiting the ability of hunters to go afield. Bear hunts in 
New Jersey are authorized through 2021 and regulated by the state’s Fish 
and Game Council. The first portion of the hunt runs Oct. 8-13, and then 
again from Dec. 3-8.  

http://www2.nssf.org/e/127421/ause-murphy-changed-the-rules-/3lk126/190376743
http://www2.nssf.org/e/127421/-njs-public-lands-this-season-/3lk128/190376743


Decline In Hunters Threatens 
 How U.S. Pays For Conservation 

NPR - May 15, 2018 

https://youtu.be/GOvCpxjr0h0 
https://www.npr.org/2018/03/20/593001800/decline-in-
hunters-threatens-how-u-s-pays-for-conservation 

https://youtu.be/GOvCpxjr0h0


THE DECLINE IN HUNTING 



In Wisconsin, a lack of funding has prompted the state's 
Department of Natural Resources to leave staff positions unfilled 
and cut back on habitat management.  
 
In 1992, Tom Heberlein, a rural sociologist at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, made a bold prediction: If sociological trends, 
like increasing urbanization, smaller family sizes and growing anti-
hunting sentiment continued, the sport of hunting – as 
Wisconsinites knew it – could be extinct by the year 2050. 
 
Colorado's wildlife agency has cut tens of millions of dollars in 
expenditures and trimmed programs that deal with invasive 
species.  
 
Vermont's fish and wildlife department, which manages more than 
25,000 species and nearly 2,000 native plants, is cautioning that 
even though the state leads the nation in wildlife viewing, that 
activity "provides no significant revenue stream to the department 
that would allow for the management of the resources viewed.“ 

THE DECLINE IN HUNTING 

https://www.npr.or
g/2018/03/20/5930
01800/decline-in-
hunters-threatens-
how-u-s-pays-for-
conservation 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/jfc/200_reports/2017_01_03_natural_resources_revenue_option_for_fish_and_wildlife.pdf
https://cpw.state.co.us/Documents/Financial-Sustainability/Wildlife-Budget-FAQs.pdf
https://cpw.state.co.us/Documents/Financial-Sustainability/Wildlife-Budget-FAQs.pdf


https://youtu.be/5KJuxDeNmuU 

THE DECLINE IN HUNTING 

https://youtu.be/5KJuxDeNmuU


HUNTING AND FISHING 

 
If the populace of the United States were proportional to the land 
mass depicted here, the Venn diagrams in the center represent 
the percentage of U.S. citizens who hunt (1.4%), fish (7.6%), or 
participate in both (3.0%). (2011 National Survey) 





Recreational shooting and hunting are both multi-billion dollar 
industries. When these two are combined, the economic impact they 
have on the economy cannot be ignored. Collectively, they generate 
$110 billion in economic output and support over 866,000 jobs 
annually. 
 
In the United States, there are over 20 million people who spend 
nearly $10 billion annually on recreational shooting.  
Recreational shooting supports more than 185,000 jobs throughout 
the country.  
 
In 2011, recreational shooting provided over $1.6 billion in state and 
local taxes and $1.8 billion in federal taxes, totaling over $3.4 billion 
in taxes generated nationally.   
 
Recreational shooting can include using firearms (handguns, 
muzzleloaders, rifles, and shotguns) for such purposes as sighting-in, 
competition shooting, sporting clays, and practical training, among 
other activities. 
http://congressionalsportsmen.org/policies/state/recreational-
shooting 

RECREATIONAL SHOOTING 



RECREATIONAL SHOOTING 

https://www.atf.gov/resource-
center/docs/undefined/firear
ms-commerce-united-states-
annual-statistical-update-
2017/download 



RECREATIONAL SHOOTING 

THE FIREARMS INDUSTRY CREATES JOBS IN AMERICA 
United States companies that manufacture, distribute, and sell sporting 
firearms, ammunition, and supplies are an important part of the country’s 
economy. Manufacturers of firearms, ammunition, and supplies, along 
with the companies that sell and distribute these products, provide well 
paying jobs in America and pay significant amounts in tax to the state and 
Federal governments. 
 
Companies in the United States that manufacture, distribute, and sell 
firearms, ammunition, and hunting equipment employ as many as 
149,113 people in the country and generate an additional 161,795 jobs in 
supplier and ancillary industries. This include jobs in supplying goods and 
services to manufacturers, distributors, and retailers, and those that 
depend on sales to workers in the firearms and ammunition industry.[1] 
 

These are good jobs 
paying an average of 
$49,749 in wages 
and benefits. 

https://www.nssf.org/government-relations/impact/ 



RECREATIONAL SHOOTING 



RECREATIONAL SHOOTING 

https://d3aya7xwz8momx.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/2018EconomicImpact.pdf 



RECREATIONAL SHOOTING 

THE COUNTRY ALSO BENEFITS FROM THE TAXES PAID BY THE INDUSTRY 
Not only does the industry create jobs, it also generates sizeable tax 
revenues. In the United States, the industry and its employees pay over 
$6.78 billion in taxes including property, income, and sales based 
levies.[3] 



RECREATIONAL SHOOTING 



RECREATIONAL SHOOTING 

49.93% HANDGUN 
28.53% RIFLE 
  - 14.67% 223/5.56 
  - 8.06% Traditional Hunting     
11.71% SHOTGUN 
9.82% .22LR 

Estimate of the number of rounds sold in the US is 
anywhere from 8 to 15 BILLION per year. 



RECREATIONAL SHOOTING 



RECREATIONAL SHOOTING 

https://www.ttb.gov/foia/err.shtml 



THE NEW NORMAL 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/politics/wp/2017/03/22/americans-spent-an-estimated-17-billion-
dollars-on-ammunition-while-obama-was-president/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.d173f88d88b3 

Total sales of guns 
and ammunition 
during Obama’s 
eight years in office 
were over $45.7 
billion dollars — and 
that’s without data for 
the fourth quarter of 
2016. That’s $29.1 
billion on firearms — 
$14.7 billion of which 
was long guns — and 
$16.6 billion on 
ammunition.  

The September 2018 
NSSF-adjusted National 
Instant Criminal 
Background Check System 
(NICS) figure of 919,979 is 
a decrease 
of 9.7 percent compared 
to the September 2017 
NSSF-adjusted NICS 
figure of 1,019,037 



RECREATIONAL SHOOTING 
CONCEALED CARRY PERMITS 

The percentage of American adults with concealed 
carry permits rose to 7.14 percent from about 6 
percent, the center reported. 

http://www.foxnews.co
m/us/2018/08/18/new-
study-finds-growing-
demand-for-concealed-
handgun-permits.html 



RECREATIONAL SHOOTERS 
CONCEALED CARRY PERMITS 

The number of permits to carry concealed weapons in the U.S. 
has jumped to more than 17.25 million this year, according to 
the Crime Prevention Research Center, an increase of 890,000 
since last year. 
 
“We have seen an increase from 4.6 million permits in 2007 to 
17.25 million now, with the number increasing every year,” the 
center’s founder John Lott told Fox News.  
 
“That increase in women and minorities mirrors their changing 
views on guns,” said Lott, a Fox News columnist. “A poll by (the) 
Pew (Research Center) helps to explain why there has been 
such a large increase in concealed handgun permits among 
blacks and women. The poll shows a 25 percentage point 
increase in the proportion of blacks with a favorable view of 
gun ownership. This is the largest increase of any group.” 
 
Lott said the increase among all women was 11 percent, and 
the increase among men was 8 percent. 

http://www.foxnews.
com/us/2018/08/18/
new-study-finds-
growing-demand-for-
concealed-handgun-
permits.html 

https://crimeresearch.org/2018/08/new-study-17-25-million-concealed-handgun-permits-biggest-increases-for-women-and-minorities/


THE PROBLEM 

Yet a major problem remains: most citizens do not know who 
has legal authority and responsibility for wildlife 
conservation. They do not understand the success of wildlife 
management methods, nor do they understand the support 
foundations that enable those successes Most importantly, 
they don’t know why this is crucial to us all. 
 
https://www.fishwildlife.org/application/files/3615/1853/8699
/The_State_Conservation_Machine-FINAL.pdf 



RECREATIONAL SHOOTING-SOLUTION 
TARGET PRACTICE AND MARKSMANSHIP TRAINING 

SUPPORT ACT 
• The Pittman-Robertson excise tax on firearms and ammunition 
creates a direct link between those that hunt and participate in the 
shooting sports and the resources needed to expand and enhance 
opportunities to hunt and shoot. 
• This measure would give states more flexibility to allow for 
Pittman-Robertson funds to be used for the development and 
maintenance of public shooting ranges. 
• The development of new ranges will help encourage participation 
in hunting and the shooting sports, ensuring wildlife conservation 
funding through the Pittman-Robertson Act will continue for 
generations to come. 
• Authorize states to charge up to 90 percent, instead of the 
current 75 percent, of the costs of acquiring land for expanding or 
constructing a public target range on federal or non-federal land 
to its allotted Pittman-Robertson funds.  
• Allow Pittman-Robertson funds allotted to a state to remain 
available and accrue for 5 fiscal years for use in acquiring land 
for expanding or constructing a public target range on federal or 
non-federal land. 

Rep. Duncan Hunter (R- 
CA - 50) has introduced 
the bill in the House, 
H.R. 788. Senators 
Shelley Moore Capito 
(R-W.V.), Michael 
Bennet (D-Colo.), John 
Boozman (R-Ark.) and 
Heidi Heitkamp (D-
N.D.) have introduced 
the bill in the Senate, S. 
593. 

Almost $11 billion has been 
raised by shooting sports 
enthusiasts, hunters and 
manufacturers since 1937, 
through the Pittman-
Robertson Act. 



SOLUTION 
Tell our story, and tell it often — Ensure citizens know who 
delivers wildlife conservation and associated products and 
services and where the financial resources come from to pay 
for it; 
 
Tell our story to the right people — Understand to whom we 
must be relevant, comprehend their expectations for products 
and services, and work to be relevant to them; 
 
Tell our story in the right way — Research which products and 
services customers want, then deliver the products and 
services using language and channels the customers trust and 
value; 
 
Tell the value of our story — Recognize products and services 
that have value for our customers and monetize them. 

https://www.fishwildlife.org/application/files/3615/1853/8699/The_State_Conservation_Machine-FINAL.pdf 



CONCLUSION 

https://youtu.be/dXy292KZsuY 

https://youtu.be/dXy292KZsuY
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