
Minutes of the
LANDOWNER-LESSEE/SPORTSMAN RELATIONS 

& HABITAT PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2018, 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

Prescott Resort and Conference Center, Clarkdale Room 
1500 E. State Route 69, Prescott, Arizona 

 
1. Welcome 

      Habitat Partnership Committee Coordinator Dan Sturla welcomed everyone and discussed meeting 
format. 
 
Patrick Bray, ACGA Executive Vice President 

 
            Patrick welcomed and gave kudos to Commissioners Brake and Ammons and expressed 
appreciation that Arizona Game and Fish (AGFD) Director Ty Gray and Deputy Director Tom Finley 
were present at this meeting.  He also thanked sportsmen’s groups in attendance for their efforts on the 
HSUS mountain lion initiative. 

 
2. Commissioners’ Comments 

      Jim Ammons and Bill Brake, AGF Commissioners 
 
            Commissioner Ammons welcomed everyone and expressed confidence that the partnerships 
represented here will continue to grow.   He asked everyone to get the message out that the AGFD has 
the money and resources to partner with the ranching community.  He said that this will be his last 
meeting as HPC Chairman and hopes that Commissioner Brake will be chair next year.  He mentioned 
that it’s a good thing to have a rancher on the Commission. 
 
        Commissioner Brake mentioned that these partnerships need to continue because of the benefits of 
working together to identify and provide resources to address issues and get work done.  AGFD is 
working on a program to educate the public on wildlife issues and how to fund this education program.  
He gave kudos to Commissioner Ammons for his service on the Commission and stressed the 
importance of communication. 

 
3. Success with Partnering 

      Jeff Homack – Bonita Ranch 
 

          Jeff gave an overview of his successful grubbing project in Graham County and encouraged other 
ranchers to participate in the HPC and partner on projects.  Glen Dickens from  Arizona Antelope 
Foundation gave kudos to Jeff for the partnership.  

 
4. Habitat Partnership Committee (HPC) Updates 

      Dan Sturla, AGFD HPC Coordinator 
     
            Dan provided the following information: 



 

 
 

● At the January 2018 HPC project funding meeting $2.5 million was approved for habitat projects, 
matched with another $4.2 million through partnerships.  This is the greatest strength of this 
program. 

● Last cycle – the HPC funded 85 projects 
● 44 ranches participated. 
● The project types included:  grassland treatments, including herbicide and hand cutting, dirt tank 

renovations, pipelines, troughs, solar conversions 
● The HPC is set up for online project submissions.  For the upcoming cycle, the project proposals are 

due September 1, 2018. 
● Update on special big game tag sales (the main source of funding for HPC projects) – To date:  

$1,506,730, with the proceeds of the Arizona Big Game Super Raffle yet to be determined.  Last 
year’s ABGSR raised $673,600 and is on track to meet or exceed last year’s figure. 

 
5. Local Habitat Partnership Updates:  Regional Ranch Projects 

 
● Anita Waite, Cane Springs Ranch 

               Kingman Region Field Supervisor Velma Holt introduced Anita.  Anita discussed her 
partnership with the Department’s Wildlife Habitat Enhancement Initiative (WHEI) and how it 
benefited her ranch, as well as wildlife.  Her ranch has been a long-time partner of AGFD and was 
one of the first ranches with projects funded through WHEI, as well as NRCS.  She gave kudos to 
the AGFD Landowner Respect Program for helping to replace cowboy gates with swinging gates.  
These programs helped to get a lot of things done that the ranch by itself wouldn’t have been able to 
do. 

 
● Joe King, Kings Anvil Ranch 

               Tucson Region Wildlife Program Manager Karen Klima introduced Joe.  Joe discussed 
stock tank work at his ranch in Unit 36C and mentioned how easy it is to submit and HPC project 
proposal online. 

 
● Lori Brown, H-4 Ranch 

                Mesa Region Wildlife Manager Dave Daniels introduced Lori.  Lori gave an overview of 
the extensive stock tank work done on her ranch and allotments on Hardscrabble Mesa.  Lori also 
gave kudos to Dan Sturla and Ruth Gregory for their help throughout the HPC process. 

 
6. LLSRC, Landowner Relations Program Updates 

            Don Larsen, AGFD Landowner Relations Program Manager 
 
                  Don thanked everyone for the warm welcome.  Some of the points Don discussed: 

● Recognition of shared values - despite things that we disagree about, we agree on more, especially 
what we treasure – healthy wildlife habitat and good range management.   Understanding the 
significant economic value of these partnerships is important. 

● Landowner relations is a core value recognized by the Commission and they have provided 
resources toward sustaining it. 



 

 
 

● The AGFD is also in various partnerships with 7 different state agencies. 
● The AGFD typically enters into 70 Landowner-Lessee agreements per year. 
● 4.5 million acres of private and landlocked public land were opened to recreational access through 

the program. 
● The AGFD annually spends about $18,000 for signage to benefit the over 300 ranches participating 

in the Respect Program. 
● 37 Adopt-A-Ranch projects were completed this year with over 700 volunteers who donated over 

5,000 hours of their time.  He welcomed more ranches and NGO’s to get involved in this win-win 
program.   

● Don’t hesitate to contact AGFD.  Don strongly recommended calling even if a ranch issue seems 
unsolvable; AGFD can help with their resources and creativity. 

 
                  Don then invited questions and comments: 
 

● Rancher Alan Kessler commended the AGFD for their cooperation with ranchers, noting that there 
was a time that ranchers had a less-than-friendly view of AGFD and thanked everyone for turning it 
around.  Commissioner Brake remarked that things are different now, but part of the message should 
remind everyone that there will still be attacks from people who want to do away with hunting and 
ranching. 

 
● Steve Carmickle stated that he appreciates the handout provided with the contact information for 

AGFD wildlife managers.  He asked everyone to give a standing ovation for Commissioner 
Ammons and his excellent service as a Commissioner. 

 
● Jesse Davis from Willcox asked if access is considered a public benefit.  Dan explained that access is 

a public benefit and one of the categories used in the ranking of HPC project proposals.  He 
explained that the funds used for projects are public money, and therefore must result in a public 
benefit. 

 
● Mike Macauley, from the Perrin Ranch, noted that we’re good at the legislature, but we need to 

educate ‘Main Street’.  How do we partner with Game and Fish to educate the public about issues of 
concern?   Commissioner Ammons reported that the Commission has tasked the Department with 
forming a committee to explore ways to do this, and how to fund the effort.  The committee will 
include public input and its goal will to be educate the public that AGFD has the primary 
responsibility for managing wildlife in the state. 

 
● Kerry Baldwin (formerly AGFD Education Branch Chief) remarked that such an effort will require 

more than a couple million dollars and must inform people how to learn, not just what to learn.  The 
effort needs to work toward a long-term solution; he said it will most likely take many years and 
millions of dollar.    

 
7. Updates from Land Management Agencies 

 



 

 
 

● Steve Rusiecki - Arizona State Lane Department (ASLD) 
        Steve gave a briefing on receiving a grant to fund an OHV coordinator position and that they are 

currently working on allotment issues in the Gold Canyon area.  He invited ranchers to contact 
ASLD; they will be looking to do more work to mitigate issues with grazing allotments.   

 
● Chris Lowman – Arizona State Land Department 

         ASLD had to develop vegetation project adjustments due to fire restrictions.  ASLD is working with 
AGFD regarding locked gate policy on State Land.    Juniper treatment trees can be sold for biomass.  
If ranchers want wood removal on state land, contact ASLD.  They can apply online to do land 
treatment projects.  Chris introduced his staff.  ASLD issues 18,000 recreation permits per year. 

 
● Albert Sillas – Prescott National Forest 

         The WHEI and HPC have been great partnerships for grassland projects.   The Brushy prescribed fire 
will treat 50,000 acres.  There is also a mesquite herbicide project going on in the Agua Fria 
grasslands.  For the AGFD catchments in the forest, they have completed NEPA work in the last few 
years.  Upcoming plans include riparian and spring projects, and the Hassayampa and Chino 
landscape restoration projects.   

 
● Maile Adler, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 

        BLM is working on a pilot program to address priority areas for access and how to organize this 
information.  They are also working on travel management plans and education about recreational 
shooting.  The comment period is open until August 13 for the Bouse Cactus Plan.   Maile referred a 
question about the Fredonia travel management plan to the BLM’s St. George office.  It was 
mentioned by Steve Carmickle that the public wants to be able to get mapping info for recreationists, 
perhaps with geo-referenced PDF maps. 

 
8. Success with Partnering 

            Miles Moretti, Mule Deer Foundation (MDF) 
 

● Miles introduced himself and MDF staff and gave a brief overview and history: 
● MDF partners with many state and federal agencies, as well as with private landowners 
● Both wildlife and ranchers benefit from these partnerships. 
● Without conservation there would be no wildlife and no hunting, both of which require healthy 

rangelands and habitat. 
● There are more passionate volunteers in Arizona than in other states. 
● MDF has raised $3.2 million in special deer tag auctions for Arizona since 2005. 
● One thing that sets Arizona apart from other states is that they allow conservation group partners to 

weigh in on project funding.  
● In 2017, MDF spent more money in Arizona than they raised in local banquets, plus volunteers 

contributed many hours. 
● The partnership with AGFD has allowed MDF to co-fund a position in cooperation with AGFD, to 

coordinate and monitor projects, especially water projects. 



 

 
 

● Miles thanked the group for the opportunity to speak and reminded everyone that sportsmen 
conservation groups can help to bridge the gap between landowners and government agencies.  

 
       Dan Sturla invited other Wildlife Conservation Organization (WCO) partners’ group reps to introduce         

themselves and talk about what they have done and what they can do: 
 

● Glen Dickens, from the Arizona Antelope Foundation, described the success of some of the large-
scale grassland projects they’ve been involved with. 

● Kerry Baldwin, from the Altar Valley Conservation Alliance, talked about what Pima County’s 
partnership has accomplished. 

● Ron Day, from The Nature Conservancy, described landscape-level restoration projects funded 
through the HPC. 

● Steve Sams, from the National Wild Turkey Federation, spoke about various conservation and 
wildlife projects they’ve been involved with in coordination with other WCOs and remarked that we 
get things done by working together to pool resources. 

● Al Eiden, from Pheasants Forever/Quail Forever, gave a little background of the group which started 
in the Midwest on private land projects and is eager to join the partnership with AGFD. 

● Steve Clark, from the Arizona Elk Society (AES), talked about AES’s water hauling, partnerships 
with HPC, various ranches, and the Forest Service, as well as working on catchments and restoring 
riparian meadows.  They conduct youth camps, as well and lots of other weekend projects.  150 AES 
volunteers worked to fully restore a wet meadow.  The Forest Service awarded AES the USDA 
Partnership Award and AES volunteers provide about 20,000 volunteer hours per year.   

● Terry Herndon, from the Arizona Mule Deer Organization, talked about this recently-formed group 
and the many ranch partnerships they already have going.  The 3 banquets they’ve held this far have 
raised $90,000 dollars for habitat projects. 

● Sanford Cohen, from the Prescott Open Trails Association, described how OHV groups were 
instrumental in helping AGFD develop the off-highway vehicle decal program.   

  
9. Venue and Action Items for Next Meeting 

● The HPC Project Funding - January 5, 2019: AGFD 5000 W Carefree Highway Phoenix, AZ 85086 
● The HPC winter meeting - January 26, 2019: AGFD 5000 W Carefree Highway Phoenix, AZ 85086 
● The Landowner-Lessee/Sportsman Relations Committee meeting  - January 12, 2019: AGFD 5000 

W Carefree Highway Phoenix, AZ 85086 
 

10. Closing 
      Ty Gray, Director, AZ Game and Fish Department 
  
 Director Gray reiterated the importance of these committees to the AGFD and the Commission.  He 

remarked that the topic of partnerships comes up at every meeting he participates in and today’s meeting 
is a good snapshot of what we can accomplish.  There are lots of opportunities to partner, and it’s more 
important than ever, as we move on to meet challenges.  He expressed his appreciation for everyone in 
attendance and gave kudos and thanks to AGFD staff and today’s meeting sponsors: MDF and Cattle 



 

 
 

Country Radio, 103.1 FM, Prescott.  Both sponsors contributed goodies to the bags of information 
which were handed out to all of today’s attendees. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 5:00 PM.  A social hour - refreshments and networking opportunity - immediately 
followed courtesy of the Mule Deer Foundation and Cattle Country Radio. 


