








ISSUES

AZGFD REVIEWING FEDS’ MEXICAN WOLF RECOVERY PLAN

The Arizona Game and Fish Department is reviewing the
Mexican wolf recovery plan released in late November by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Department scientists
had earlier reviewed and offered comment on the Service's
draft plan released in June. While the draft plan appeared
to address the substance of AZGFD'’s lawsuit filed in June
2015, outlining several key strategic acknowledgements to
ensure the success of Mexican wolf reintroduction (includ-

ing the recognition of Interstate 40 in Arizona and New presence working to manage Mexican wolves.

SURVEYS OF ENDANGERED MOUNT GRAHAM RED SQUIRREL SHOW DECLINE

DUE TO IMPACTS FROM THE FRYE FIRE

An annual survey of the endangered Mount
Graham red squirrel showed a significant de-
cline due to the effects of the lightning caused
Frye Fire in the Pinalefio Mountains of south-
eastern Arizona. The annual survey, conduct-
ed jointly by AZGFD, Coronado National Forest,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Arizona Center
for Nature Conservation—Phoenix Zoo, and

the University of Arizona, resulted in an esti-
mate of only 35 squirrels. This is a significant
decrease from the 252 squirrels estimated in
2016. Evidence of the Frye Fire was observed

in 95% of the surveyed locations; 80% showed
at least some habitat loss, and 44% were
completely burned. The subspecies was listed
as endangered in 1987. Mount Graham red
squirrels live only in the upper elevation coni-
fer forests of the Pinalefio Mountains and feed
primarily on conifer seeds. Biologists contin-
ue to explore new methods to conserve the
species, including continued squirrel research,
developing long-term forest management strat-
egies across the fire-impacted landscape such
as reseeding and planting coniferous trees, and
a managed care breeding program. The Mount
Graham red squirrel population peaked at about
550 animals in the late 1990s, but typically rang-
es between 200 and 300 individuals.
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‘ Mount Graham red squirrels live only in the
upper elevation conifer forests of the Pinaleno

Mexico as the appropriate northern boundary for recovery
encompassing all of this wolf’s historical range, as well as
recognition of the critical role Mexico plays in any recovery
effort within the U.S)), the Department will carefully review
the final plan. AZGFD's involvement in Mexican wolf con-
servation began in the mid-1980s. Since that time, the De-
partment has spent more than $7 million on wolf recovery
in the state and has been the predominant on-the-ground

Mountains and feed primarily on conifer seeds.”
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MISCELLANEOUS

BASF HOSTS “SHOT HEARD ‘ROUND THE WORLD DAY”

The Ben Avery Shooting Facility (BASF)
in Phoenix served as a host range for the SHOT HEARD ROUND THE. WORLD DAY
inaugural “Shot Heard Round the World Day”
on April 19. The event invited recreational
shooters to join together to symbolize the first
shot fired in 1775 to mark the beginning of the
American Revolution. It was 242 years to the
day when the “Shot Heard ‘Round the World"
was fired in the pre-dawn light in Lexington,
Mass., between the colonial militia and British
army, regarded as the start of the American
Revolutionary War. The event was promoted at
public shooting ranges across the nation and
provided an opportunity to increase participa-

tion and promote the economic benefits that
shooting sports provide. As recreational shooters checked in and visited BASF’s small bore range, they were connected to
recreational shooting mentor groups, shooting industry manufacturers, and retailers.

"? AZGFD WINS TWO ROCKY MOUNTAIN
. - == EMMY AWARDS FOR

ARIZONA WILDLIFE VIEWS TV SHOW

The Arizona Game and Fish Department’s audio-visual team
won two Rocky Mountain Emmy Awards for its work on the
Arizona Wildlife Views TV show. Winners were announced
by the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences

AmEon A WILDLIFE VIEWS . . .
B 1 & T : Restoration) won an Emmy in the Politics/Government

Oct. 14 at an awards reception in Phoenix. Show 13 (Forest

Program category. David Majure was videographer, producer,
writer and editor for that show segment, Carol Lynde was a videographer, and Ben Avechuco was the show editor. Majure
also won an Emmy in the Video Journalist category for his work on The Making of a Wildlife Manager Part 1, which
followed eight recruits on their journey to become Arizona Game and Fish Department wildlife managers. Additionally,
Majure received three Excellence in Craft Awards from the Outdoor Writers Association of America (OWAA). Winners
were announced June 27 at OWAA's annual conference in Missoula, Mont. “David is a consummate video producer
whose storytelling talents have really raised the level of excellence of Arizona Wildlife Views TV, said Information Chief
Bill Andres. Arizona Wildlife Views is a 13-episode half-hour program that airs on Arizona PBS (Channel 8.1, or Channel
1008 on Cox Cable), and city cable channels statewide.
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MISCELLANEOUS

“LOCAL SPORTSMEN’S GROUPS AWARDED ALMOST $70,000 IN GRANTS

AZGFD awarded $68,357 in grant funding to local sports- developing and retaining the next generation of hunter-an-
men's organizations to provide public, hands-on, mentored  gler conservationists. A growing body of science points to
projects (such as hunt camps and outdoor skills clinics) the need for multiple experiences, social support and the
focused on the retention of new hunters and anglers. Of 20 mentoring required to develop hunter-angler conservation-
proposals submitted during the grant cycle, 18 were rated ists. This can only be accomplished through the network of

by a three-member panel. The grants were approved and dedicated partner groups who do the boots-on-the-ground
awarded through a competitive application process that work of sharing the knowledge, skills and passion of ethical,
closed July 30. Arizona Game and Fish is committed to legal hunting and fishing.

CANYON LAKE FEATURES NEW FISHING PIER

A fishing pier was opened to the public Aug. 21 at the Boulder recreation CANYON LAKE
site of Canyon Lake.

The pier is the culmination of a joint effort between the U.S. Forest
Service, the Arizona Game and Fish Department and Canyon Lake
Marina to remove the original, 20-plus-year-old pier damaged by storms
during the summer of 2015 and replace it with a modern pier. Funding
for the pier came from Forest Service fees collected at developed
recreation sites, such as picnic areas, campgrounds and boat launch
areas. Located at the Tonto National Forest's Canyon Lake, the Boulder
recreation site is 15 miles northeast of Apache Junction on State Route
88.
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MISCELLANEOUS

“DESERT ROSES, TOO"” SET TO BLOSSOM IN 2017-18

Everything is coming up roses for the women’s shotgun
shooting program at the Ben Avery Clay Target Center.
‘Desert Roses, Too," is a new level of the program for women
who want to learn about advanced shotgun shooting.
Participants meet every second and fourth Thursday of each
month. A $10 registration fee includes eye and ear protection,
loaner shotguns, ammunition and clay targets. Desert

Roses, Too is the big sister to Desert Roses, the introductory
level of the program, which also charges a $10 registration

fee. Through the advanced program, women learn in-
depth techniques (more than just how to shoot a shotgun),

including eye coordination, various stances, different ‘ Through the advanced

methods of breaking targets, and shooting games. program, women learn in-
depth techniques (more than

AZGFD RECEIVES GRANT TO SUPPORT Just how to shoot a shotgun)

DUI ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS including eye coordination,
various stances, different

The Arizona Game and Fish Department received a $9,750 methods of breaking targets,

grant from the Governor's Office of Highway Safety (GOHS) and shooting games.”

to purchase DUI enforcement equipment for AZGFD officers
and help ensure the safety of vehicle users across the state.
The grant will also provide overtime funding for department
drug recognition experts to assist with DUI enforcement
projects and assist other agencies with DUI investigations.
The funds that AZGFD has received from GOHS allow our
officers to perform additional DUI enforcement without
taking manpower or funding away from other department

patrol responsibilities.
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MISCELLANEOUS

ROOSEVELT LAKE AMONG 2017 U.S. “WATERS TO WATCH"

The National Fish Habitat Partnership has by the National Fish Habitat Partnership and
unveiled its list of seven “Waters to Watch” for it wouldn't be possible without the coopera-
2017, a collection of rivers, streams, estuaries,  tion of our outstanding partners,” said AZGFD
lakes and watershed systems that will benefit  Aquatics Branch Chief Chris Cantrell. “We
from strategic conservation efforts to protect, hope that within the next 5-10 years anglers
restore or enhance their current condition. can enjoy higher numbers of large bass and
Roosevelt Lake in the Tonto National Forest memories that come out of Roosevelt Lake.
was listed for its collaborative partnership that This effort should also have a positive eco-
has been formed to address habitat issues. nomic impact on local communities.

“We're honored to have this project recognized

ARIZONA'S OPERATION GAME THIEF PROGRAM ISSUED
76 CITATIONS FOR WILDLIFE VIOLATIONS IN 2017

At the heart of the effort to eliminate and investigate poaching is the Arizona Game and Fish
Department’s Operation Game Thief program, a silent witness initiative that encourages the
public to report information or suspicious activity. Last year, more than 1,000 calls came into
the Operation Game Thief hotline as well as 75 submissions via the online form. Those reports
contributed to 76 citations being issued statewide for wildlife issues including the illegal take
of big game, fishing violations and the unlawful killing of raptors. In 2017, wildlife violators
were assessed $74,500 in civil fines, and that money goes directly into the Department's Wild-

life Theft Prevention Fund, which pays for the rewards as well as promotion of Operation Game

1-800-352-0700

Thief. Meat from seized wildlife is inspected by Department wildlife managers and typically

donated to charities for human consumption. Individuals who make a report to Operation www.azgfd.gov/ thief
Game Thief will remain confidential and can report anonymously if needed. The program pays
rewards for information that leads to an arrest.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT

FISCAL YEAR REVENUES BY FUND 2016-17 OTHER FUNDS DETAIL: 2016-17
Game and Fish FUNA ... $34,443,881 Federal GIantS..... ..o $2,233
Watercraft Licensing FUNd..........c..cccoocooevoioociiorioeecoecceee $4,570,616 Wwildlife Conservation Recovery Fund...............ccc.......... $1,007,239
Game, Nongame FUNA ..........cccooovvooorvvcoeeeecoeeeeecoeeeeecceeeeeeeenns $196,487 Wildlife Theft Prevention Fund.........ccccooovcooervvccoeennnnns $186,827
Federal Assistance (includes Matching Funds)............... $44,907,716 Federal Economic Recovery FUNd ..., ($891)
Heritage FUNG....coooo..oooooecoeeeeecoeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 810,463,864 Trust/Donation FUNd ... $2,904,423
Off-Highway Vehicle FUNd ... $1,776,049 Firearms Safety and Ranges Fund ..., $35,784
Capital Improvement/Conservation Dev Funds.... 83,441,321 Publications Revolving Fund $169,000
Wildlife Conservation FUNA ..o $6,500,542 Total Other Funds: ..$4,304,616
Indirect Cost FUNA........oocoovoooeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee $9,274,221
Other Funds (See Detail BEIOW) .......cccccoovvivoeiierinieecosn, $6,614,973 CALENDAR YEAR LICENSES AND STAMPS SOLD
Total Revenue All Sources: $122,189,670 Resident General FISN ... 150,771
Nonresident General FISh ... 18,449
OTHER FUNDS DETAIL: Resident General HUNT ... 53,442
Federal GrantS.......c.oooooeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e ($131,126) Resident Combo HUnt/FiSh. ..o 99,231
Wildlife Conservation Recovery Fund.............cccoocoo.... 81,057,257 Nonresident Combo HUNt/Fish ... 26,662
GF Land & Water Conservation/Recreation Dev.................. $350 Youth High Achievement SCOUL ..., 136
Wildlife Theft Prevention FUNd..........ccoccooviniinriinii $175,498 YOULN DLR 1. 45,088
Wildlife Endowment Fund........ccoovnninnnn, $206,538 Resident Youth Combo Hunt/Fish ..., 21,328
Credit Card Clearing FUNd.......c..cccooooiieiioiiviceceeeees 350,166 Nonresident Youth Combo Hunt/Fish........ccccoooveiiioiieiie. 3,447
Trust/Donation Fund .$4,887,825 Resident Migratory Bird Stamp
Firearms Safety and Ranges Fund.........covinnens $48,813 Nonresident Migratory Bird Stamp.........ccoernerinnninne, 4,620
Wildlife Habitat and Restoration Fund...........oooonini $4 Resident Short-term CombO........ccoiiiiii e 18,156
Game & Fish Nevada Col Stamp.......c.cccoccoiomverievieeceeeeeeeeeee S0 Nonresident Short-term ComboO .........cocoovovvevoeeieieeeeee 24,269
Game & Fish California/Col Stamp.........cccoocovmevioriiiiniiiiinrins ($35) Migratory Bird Stamp DLR ..o 32,202
Game & Fish Federal Duck Stamp........c.cccocoovvivvvioriiininn, ($24,868) Community Fishing DLR.......ccocccovoiiiioiieseceeeesseean 4,284
Game & Fish Big Game Permit.......coonniennn. $166,481 Resident Community FISHING ..o 1,192
Game & Fish Kaibab CoOP .....cocoovviiiiiciie $1,254 Nonresident Community Fishing ... 544
Publications Revolving FUNd ... $176,818 TOTALS 519,555
Total Other Funds: ..$6,614,973
CALENDAR YEAR LICENSE, TAG AND STAMP SALES
FISCAL YEAR EXPENDITURES BY FUND FISRING. i $6,596,860.00
Game and Fish Fund. ... $30,647515 HUNTING o $1,987,426.00
Watercraft Licensing Fund. $4.046,866 HUnNt/Fish COMDO ..o, $9,923,859.00
Gamme, NONGAINE FUNC ..o S111197 Youth........ o $350,259.00
Federal Assistance (includes Matching Funds).............. $47,749,748 Cc?mmumty. FISRING o 5144,500.00
Migratory Bird Stamps .....cco.coovveririeeiseeceeeeee s $262,780.00
HeTitage FUNG.....coooooiivosee $8,312,399 Shortterms ... $874,472.00
Off-Highway Vehicle FUNd ... SL838177  PEIMIE TAGS.....eooreeoreeeseeeeseeesee oo $7,787,509.00
Capital Improvement/Conservation Dev Funds............... $3,415,762 NON Permit TAGS ..o $2,072,550.00
Wildlife Conservation FUN ... $6,200,633  Application Fee REVENUE ..., $4,492,447.00
Indirect CoSt FUNG......coocooivoiiieieieeeeeeeeese s $5,568,019 Total License, Tag, Stamp & Application Fee Revenue34,492,662.00
Other Funds (See Detail BEIOW) .....cooooovvviovivciorcieencee. $4,304,616 Dealer Commissions Crmmmmmmmmmmmmm—— (5605,651.00)
Total Less Dealer Commissions $33,887,011.00
Total Expenditures All Sources: $113,094,932
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THE COMMISSION

N

Edward “Pat” Madden  James R. Ammons James S. Zieler Eric S. Sparks Kurt R. Davis

THE GAME AND FISH COMMISSION

Under the provisions of the Arizona Revised Statutes 17-231, the Arizona Game and Fish Commission
establishes policy for the management, preservation and harvest of wildlife. The Commission makes
rules and regulations for managing, conserving and protecting wildlife and fisheries resources, and
safe and regulated watercraft and off-highway vehicle operations for the benefit of the citizens of
Arizona. In support of the Commission’s obligations, the Director, as Chief Administrative Officer,
provides general supervision and control of all Department functions and activities.

The Commission is composed of five members appointed by the Governor pursuant to ARS 38-211.
The Governor is assisted in the selection of Commission candidates by the Arizona Game and Fish
Commission Appointment Recommendation Board.

The Commission appoints the Director of the Arizona Game and Fish Department, and the Director
serves as Secretary to the Commission. No more than one Commissioner may be from any one county.
No more than three may be from the same political party. Each Commissioner serves a

five-year term, staggered. Commissioners customarily serve as Chair during their last year.

OUR MISSION

To conserve Arizona'’s diverse wildlife resources and manage for safe, compatible outdoor recreation
opportunities for current and future generations.

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age,
religion, or disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes that they have been discriminated against in any
of the AZGFD's programs or activities, including employment practices, they may file a complaint with the Director’s
Office, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086, (602) 942-3000, or with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Attn:
Civil Rights Coordinator for Public Access, 5275 Leesburg Pike, MS:WSFR, Falls Church, VA 22041-3803. Persons with
a disability may request a reasonable accommodation or this document in an alternative format by contacting the
Director's Office as listed above.
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AZGFD OFFICES

MAIN OFFICE

5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086

(602) 942-3000
www.azgfd.gov

AGENCY LEADERSHIP

Ty Gray Director

Tom Finley Deputy Director

Kent Komadina Special Assistant
to the Director

Pat Barber Executive Community Engagement
Administrator

ASSISTANT DIRECTORS

Jim DeVos Wildlife Management

Craig McMullen Field Operations

John Bullington Support Services

Tony Guiles Information, Education
& Recreation

REGIONAL OFFICES

Region I — Chris Bagnoli, Supervisor

2878 E. White Mountain Blvd., Pinetop 85935
(928) 367-4281

Region II — Scott Poppenberger, Supervisor
3500 S. Lake Mary Road, Flagstaff 86001
(928) 774-5045

Region III — Larry Phoenix, Supervisor
5325 N. Stockton Hill Road, Kingman 86409
(928) 692-7700

Region IV — Mike Sumner, Supervisor
9140 E. 28th St., Yuma 85365
(928) 342-0091

Region V — Raul Vega, Supervisor
555 N. Greasewood Road, Tucson 85745
(520) 628-5376

Region VI — Jay Cook, Supervisor
7200 E. University Drive, Mesa 85207
(480) 981-9400



