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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING 

Arizona Game and Fish Commission 

Appointment Recommendation Board              

5000 West Carefree Highway                                   

Phoenix, AZ 85086 

 

PRESENT: (Board Members)   Wednesday, November 13, 2018 

Phillip D. Townsend, Chair 

Susan E. Chilton 

Charles Ireland Kelly     (Directors Staff) 

W.J. “Jim” Lane 

Richard Williams     Linda Pollock, Assistant Attorney General 

 

 

Chairman Townsend called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m., and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

This meeting followed an agenda dated October 29, 2018. 

 

***** 

 

1. Welcome and Introductions from the Arizona Game and Fish Commission 

Appointment Recommendation Board   

 

The Board members introduced themselves; Richard B. Williams, representing Wildlife 

Conservation and Sportsmen Organization; Susan Chilton from Arivaca, representing Cattlemen 

or Ranchers; Chairman Phillip Townsend from Yuma, representing Sportsmen’s Organization 

confined to a specific area or region; W.J. “Jim” Lane from Scottsdale, representing a Public 

Member; and Charles Kelly from Phoenix, representing Mission to Increase, Sustain, and 

Conserve Wild Turkey, Deer, Elk, Pronghorn, Bighorn Sheep, Ducks, Quail, and Fish.  

 

***** 

2. Call to Public 

 

The Chair invited any public attendees who wanted to be heard to present their Blue Speaker 

Cards. 

Joe A. Miller, a citizen, spoke of his background as a sportsman, a conservationist, and his support 

of Arizona Game and Fish and its Commission.  He gave his support of James Goughnour’s 

recommendation to the Governor. 

The Chair thanked him for his remarks. 

Jim Strogen, a citizen, spoke of his background as an angler and conservationist.  He gave his 

support of James Goughnour’s recommendation to the Governor. 
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The Chair thanked him for his remarks. 

The Chair asked if there were any others who would like to speak.  No one responded. 

***** 

3. Discussion and Deliberation of Board Process and Procedures, Including the 

Process for Evaluating Applicants 

 

The Chair asked Sue Chilton to review the Board’s interview process and point assignment.  Ms. 

Chilton stated that the Board would listen to the candidate’s introductory statement.  Then, each 

Board member would have the opportunity to ask a question with an optional follow up question.  

This would occur twice, with Board members questioning in random order.  A total of four 

questions might be asked by each Board member, two primary questions and two follow up 

questions.   

Sue Chilton explained the point assignment process.  Ms. Chilton stated that each Board member 

would have twenty points to allocate to the interviewees they felt best qualified for the position 

of Commissioner, with a maximum of ten points to any one individual.  There would be no 

obligation to allocate all points available.  Ms. Chilton iterated that the Board must recommend 

no fewer than two and no more than five candidates to the Governor’s office.  The exact number 

to be recommended by the Board would be discussed and decided after the interview sessions.  

MOTION:  W.J. “Jim” Lane moved and Charles Kelly seconded that THE POINT 

ASSIGNMENT PROCESS AS STATED BY SUE CHILTON WOULD BE USED.  

VOTE:  Unanimous      

***** 

4. Disclosures and Recusals 

 

Richard Williams knows of James Goughnour because of his previous interview and has no 

need of recusal. 

Sue Chilton knows of James Goughnour because of his previous interview and has no need of 

recusal. 

Chair Phillip Townsend know of James Goughnour from his previous interview and knows 

Patrick Headington through their common membership of the Yuma Valley Rod and Gun Club 

and had encouraged him to apply, and Chair Townsend has no need of recusal. 

W.J. “Jim” Lane knows of James Goughnour because of his previous interview and has no need 

of recusal. 

Charles Kelly knows of James Goughnour because of his previous interview and has no need of 

recusal. 

The Chair announced that no Board member has stated the need for recusal. 
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***** 

5. Interviews of Selected Applicants for the Arizona Game and Fish Commission 

 

William N. Collins – Interview began at 9:17 a.m.  

The Chair welcomed Mr. Collins and informed him of the interview procedure.  He asked Mr. 

Collins to start with his opening remarks.  Mr. Collins spoke of his background and qualifications 

for the position.  The Board then proceeded to question the candidate.  Mr. Collins then gave his 

closing statement  

[Candidate Collins responded to all questions] 

 

James E. Goughnour – Interview began at 9:55 a.m. 

The Chair welcomed Mr. Goughnour and informed him of the interview procedure.  He asked 

Mr. Goughnour to start with his opening remarks.  Mr. Goughnour spoke of his background and 

qualifications for the position.  The Board then proceeded to question the candidate.  Mr. 

Goughnour then gave his closing statement. 

[Candidate Goughnour responded to all questions] 

 

Patrick W. Headington – Interview began at 10:40 a.m. 

The Chair welcomed Mr. Headington and informed him of the interview procedure.  He asked 

Mr. Headington to start with his opening remarks.  Mr. Headington spoke of his background and 

qualifications for the position.  The Board then proceeded to question the candidate.  Mr. 

Headington then gave his closing statement. 

[Candidate Headington responded to all questions] 

 

***** 

 

6. Recommendation of Applicants for the Arizona Game and Fish Commission to be 

forwarded to the Governor for Consideration 

 

The Chair reviewed the selection process.  Each of the five Board members present will have 

twenty points to be distributed among the three interviewees, with no more than ten points to any 

one individual.  All twenty points would not have to be used.  Points to be awarded would be 

written and given to the Assistant Attorney General and the secretary to be tallied and confirmed. 
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The final votes were as follows: 

William N. Collins  17 Points 

James E. Goughnour  45 Points 

Patrick W. Headington 38 Points 

 

MOTION:  Sue Chilton moved and W.J. “Jim” Lane seconded that MR. GOUGHNOUR AND 

MR. HEADINGTON BE SUBMITTED TO THE GOVERNOR FOR CONSIDERATION.  

VOTE:  Unanimous 

***** 

7. Future Agenda Items 

 

The Chair discussed a conference call to be scheduled in the future to review and approve minutes 

of the Board’s meeting.  The Board would also like to discuss scheduling the dates for next year’s 

meetings and the selection of the next chairperson.  These items will be added to the agenda for 

that meeting.  

MOTION:  W.J. “Jim” Lane moved and Charles Kelly seconded to ADJOURN THE MEETING.  

VOTE:  Unanimous 

The Chair adjourned this meeting at 11:22 a.m. 

 

 

**These minutes were telephonically approved on February 4, 2019** 

 

 


