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NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING 

TITLE 12. NATURAL RESOURCES 

CHAPTER 4. GAME AND FISH COMMISSION 

 

PREAMBLE 

 

1. Article, Part, or Section Affected (as applicable) Rulemaking Action 

R12-4-201 Amend 

R12-4-205 Amend 

R12-4-206 Amend 

R12-4-207 Amend 

R12-4-208 Amend 

R12-4-210 Amend 

R12-4-211 Amend 

R12-4-212 Repeal 

R12-4-215 Amend 

R12-4-216 Amend 

R12-4-217 Amend 

2. Citations to the agency’s statutory authority to include the authorizing statute (general) and the 

implementing statute (specific): 

Authorizing statute: A.R.S. § 17-231(A)(1) 

Implementing statute: A.R.S. §§ 17-101, 17-102, 17-231, 17-235, 17-245, 17-301, 17-332, 17-333, 17-334, 17-

335, 17-335.01, 17-340, 17-362, 17-371, 17-372, and 41-1005 

3. Citations to all related notices published in the Register as specified in R1-1-409(A) that pertain to the 

record of the proposed rule: 

Notice of Rulemaking Docket Opening: ## A.A.R. (to be filled in by the Register Editor), <date> 

4. The agency’s contact person who can answer questions about the rulemaking: 

Name: Wade Zarlingo, Landowner Incentive Program Manager 

Address: Arizona Game and Fish Department, Kingman Regional Office 

5325 N. Stockton Hill Rd. 

Kingman, AZ 86409 

Telephone: (928) 368-3203 

Fax: (928) 692-1523 

E-mail: WZarlingo@azgfd.gov 

Please visit the AZGFD website to track the progress of this rule; view the regulatory agenda, five-year review 

reports, and learn about other agency rulemaking matters. 

5. An agency’s justification and reason why the rule should be made, amended, repealed, or renumbered, to 
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include an explanation about the rulemaking: 

The Arizona Game and Fish Commission (Commission) proposes to amend its Article 2 rules, addressing 

licenses, permits, stamps, and tags to enact amendments developed during the preceding Five-year Review 

Report. The amendments proposed in the five-year review report are designed to clarify current rule language; 

facilitate job growth and economic development; enable the Department to provide better customer service; and 

reduce regulatory and administrative burdens wherever possible. After evaluating the scope and effectiveness of 

the proposed amendments specified in the review, the Commission proposes additional amendments to further 

implement the original proposals. 

Arizona's great abundance and diversity of wildlife can be attributed to careful management and the important 

role of the conservation programs developed by the Arizona Game and Fish Department. The Department’s 

management of both game and nongame species as a public resource depends on sound science and active 

management. As trustee, the state has no power to delegate its trust duties and no freedom to transfer trust 

ownership or management of assets to private establishments. Without strict agency oversight and management, 

the fate of many of our wildlife species would be in jeopardy. Wildlife can be owned by no individual and is held 

by the state in trust for all the people. 

It is important to note, hunters and anglers are the nation's oldest conservationists and provide more direct 

support for wildlife than any other group. The purchase of a license is the cornerstone of the user pay public 

benefit model, not only providing direct revenue for conservation but factoring in to other constructs such as the 

apportionment of Wildlife and Sportfish Restoration dollars to the states. 

An exemption from Executive Order 2019-01 was provided for this rulemaking by Hunter Moore, Natural 

Resource Policy Advisor, Governor’s Office, in an email dated September 23, 2019. 

In addition to making minor grammatical and nonsubstantive amendments intended to increase consistency 

between Commission rules, make rules clearer and more concise; and replacing references to the Department 

website url with "Department's website," the Commission proposes the following substantive amendments: 

R12-4-201. Pioneer License, the objective of the rule is to establish application requirements and hunting 

and fishing privileges for the Pioneer License. 

Like the lifetime licenses issued under R12-4-211 (Lifetime License) and R12-4-212 (Benefactor License), 

the Pioneer License is valid for the person's lifetime and continues to remain valid if the license holder moves 

out-of- state. The out-of-state license holder must pay the nonresident fee when purchasing any required hunt 

permit-tag, nonpermit-tag, or stamp to hunt and fish in Arizona, but the hunt-permit tag issuance limitations for 

nonresident permit holders do not apply to a pioneer license holder. The Commission proposes to amend the rule 

to clarify Pioneer License (lifetime license) benefits and limitations to increase consistency between rules within 

Article 2. This change is in response to customer comments received by the Department. 

In addition, the rule requires an applicant to submit an original or certified copy of their proof of identity (i.e., 

valid government-issued driver's license, birth certificate, etc.) and have their signature either notarized or 

witnessed by a Department employee. The Department has determined these requirements do not benefit the 

Department and are considered burdensome to Pioneer License applicants. The Commission proposes to amend 
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the rule to remove these requirements in an effort to impose the least burden and costs to persons regulated by the 

rule. 

R12-4-208. Guide License, the objective of the rule is to establish the application, reporting, and guiding 

requirements for those persons who provide commercial guiding services in Arizona. 

The Commission proposes to amend the rule to allow a Guide License applicant the opportunity to complete 

the guide examination and submit the annual report to the Department electronically. These changes will reduce 

burdens and costs to persons regulated by the rule. 

Currently, guide examinations are administered on Monday’s. In an effort to increase customer service and 

provide the Department with greater flexibility, the Commission proposes to remove the requirement that the 

examination be conducted on Mondays. Currently, an applicant who fails the guide examination is allowed to 

retake the examination on the same day. This becomes a problem when another guide examination is scheduled 

for later the same day. The Commission proposes to amend the rule to allow the employee administering the 

evaluation to determine whether an applicant may retake the evaluation the same day by removing the language 

stating the applicant may retake the examination the same day. 

The methods and manners in which wildlife may be lawfully taken is a constantly moving landscape; hunt 

regulations change, seasons and species change, conservation messages change, and new technology is released. 

In order to ensure this information is known and shared by Arizona License Guides the Commission proposes to 

require a licensed guide to complete a Department-sanctioned continuing education course at least once every 

five-years. 

R12-4-210. Combination Hunting and Fishing License, the rule establishes the requirements and 

privileges of both the resident and nonresident hunting and fishing combination licenses. 

The Commission proposes to amend the rule to replace references to the Department website url with 

"Department's website." In addition, the Commission proposes to remove references to the Community Fishing 

License rule because the Commission proposes to repeal that rule with this rulemaking. 

R12-4-211. Lifetime License, the objective of the rule is to establish the hunting and/or fishing privileges 

for the four lifetime licenses, application requirements, and fees for lifetime licenses. 

One of the lifetime licenses is the Benefactor License, a combination hunting and fishing license, except the 

person purchasing the license pays an additional amount that is considered a tax deductible donation to the State 

for the continued management, protection, and conservation of the State’s wildlife. The Commission proposes to 

amend the rule to incorporate the requirements of the Benefactor License into this rule and repeal R12-4-212. The 

Commission also proposes to amend the rule to clarify the privileges included with the lifetime license does not 

include hunt permit-tags, nonpermit-tags, or any stamp required to validate the lifetime license for the take of big 

game animals, migratory game birds, or other wildlife authorized by an applicable tag or stamp. This change is 

in response to customer comments received by the Department. 

R12-4-212. Benefactor License, the Commission proposes to repeal this rule due to the incorporation of its 

provisions into R12-4-211. 

Because the only difference between the Lifetime License and Benefactor License is the additional tax 



NPRM - 4 
 

donation, the Commission proposes to repeal R12-4-212 and incorporate the requirements of the Benefactor 

License into R12-4-211 Lifetime License. 

R12-4-216. Crossbow Permit, the objective of the rule is to establish eligibility requirements, conditions, 

and restrictions for the crossbow permit. The permit allows a person who cannot draw and hold a bow to use a 

crossbow during an archery-only hunt. 

The Commission proposes to amend the rule to establish that a temporary crossbow permit is valid for one 

year from the date the medical certification portion of the application was signed by the medical healthcare 

professional. Currently, the Department allows the medical healthcare professional to determine how long the 

person is likely to suffer from the temporary injury. Establishing a temporary crossbow permit that is valid for 

one year will increase consistency in Department processes and remove the uncertainty felt by the medical 

healthcare professional when trying to determine how long an injury is likely to last. The rule was adopted to 

provide a mechanism that afforded persons with a disability the opportunity to participate in hunting; however, 

the Department has learned that parents are applying for a crossbow permit for their minor child. The healthcare 

provider is using the failed functional draw test that equals 30 pounds of resistance and involves holding it for 

four seconds as justification for the issuance of the permit. For the most part, able-bodied children under 14 years 

of age are not physically capable of passing this test. These minor children are then issued a permanent crossbow 

permit that they would not medically qualify for once they mature physically. The Commission proposes to amend 

the rule to clarify the functional draw test may not be used to determine eligibility for the permit when it is not 

associated with a disability. 

The Commission proposes to amend the rule to require an applicant to pay the fee established under R12-4-

102. 

R12-4-217. Challenged Hunter Access/Mobility Permit (CHAMP), the objective of the rule is to establish 

eligibility requirements, conditions, and restrictions for the Challenged Hunter Access/Mobility Permit 

(CHAMP). 

The Commission proposes to amend the rule to require an applicant to pay the fee established under R12-4-

102. 

The following rules are amended only to replace the references to the Department website url with 

"Department's website." 

R12-4-205. Honorary Scout; Reduced Fee Youth Class F License, the objective of the rule is to establish 

application requirements and hunting and fishing privileges for the for the reduced-fee honorary scout license. 

R12-4-206. General Hunting License; Exemption, the objective of the rule is to establish application 

requirements and hunting privileges for the general hunting license. 

R12-4-207. General Fishing License; Exemption, the objective of the rule is to establish application 

requirements and hunting privileges for the general fishing license. 

R12-4-213. Hunt Permit-tags and Nonpermit-tags, the objective of the rule is to establish requirements to 

validate a license for the take a big game animal or any other wildlife requiring a valid tag. 

6. A reference to any study relevant to the rule that the agency reviewed and proposes to either rely on or not 
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rely on in its evaluation of or justification for the rule, where the public may obtain or review each study, 

all data underlying each study, and any analysis of each study and other supporting material: 

The agency did not rely on any study in its evaluation of or justification for the rule. 

7. A showing of good cause why the rulemaking is necessary to promote a statewide interest if the rulemaking 

will diminish a previous grant of authority of a political subdivision of this state: 

Not applicable 

8. The preliminary summary of the economic, small business, and consumer impact: 

The Commission’s intent in proposing the amendments indicated in (A)(1) is to benefit the regulated 

community, members of the public, and the Department by clarifying rule language, creating consistency among 

existing Commission rules, and reducing the burden on the regulated community where practical. The 

Commission anticipates the rulemaking will result in an overall benefit to the regulated community, members of 

the public, and the Department. The Commission anticipates the rulemaking will result in little or no impact to 

political subdivisions of this state; private and public employment in businesses, agencies or political 

subdivisions, or state revenues. The Commission has determined that there are no less intrusive or costly 

alternative methods of achieving the purpose of the rulemaking. Therefore, the Commission has determined that 

the benefits of the rulemaking outweigh any costs. 

9. The agency’s contact person who can answer questions about the economic, small business, and consumer 

impact statement: 

See item #4. 

10. The time, place, and nature of the proceedings to make, amend, repeal, or renumber the rule, or if no 

proceeding is scheduled, where, when, and how persons may request an oral proceeding on the proposed 

rule: 

Date: September 25, 2020 

Time: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Location: Greer Community Center, 

74 Main Street 

Greer, AZ 85927 

Close of record: September 25, 2020 

11. All agencies shall list other matters prescribed by statute applicable to the specific agency or to any specific 

rule or class of rules. Additionally, an agency subject to Council review under A.R.S. §§ 41-1052 and 41-

1055 shall respond to the following questions: 

a. Whether the rule requires a permit, whether a general permit is used, and if not, the reason why a general 

permit is not used: 

The following rules comply with A.R.S. § 41-1037: 

For R12-4-201, the Pioneer License described in the rule falls within the definition of “general permit” as 

defined under A.R.S. § 41-1001(11). 

For R12-4-203, the National Harvest Information State Waterfowl/Migratory Bird Stamp described in the 
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rule falls within the definition of “general permit” as defined under A.R.S. § 41-1001(11). 

For R12-4-205, the High Achievement Scout License described in the rule falls within the definition of 

“general permit” as defined under A.R.S. § 41-1001(11). 

For R12-4-206, the General Hunting License described in the rule falls within the definition of “general 

permit” as defined under A.R.S. § 41-1001(11). 

For R12-4-207, the General Fishing License described in the rule falls within the definition of “general 

permit” as defined under A.R.S. § 41-1001(11). 

For R12-4-208, the Guide License described in the rule falls within the definition of “general permit” as 

defined under A.R.S. § 41-1001(11). 

For R12-4-210, the Combination Hunting and Fishing License described in the rule falls within the definition 

of “general permit” as defined under A.R.S. § 41-1001(11). 

For R12-4-211, the Lifetime License described in the rule falls within the definition of “general permit” as 

defined under A.R.S. § 41-1001(11). 

For R12-4-212, the Lifetime Benefactor License described in the rule falls within the definition of “general 

permit” as defined under A.R.S. § 41-1001(11). 

For R12-4-213, the Hunting Permit-tags and Nonpermit-tags described in the rule falls within the definition 

of “general permit” as defined under A.R.S. § 41-1001(11). 

For R12-4-214, the Apprentice License described in the rule falls within the definition of “general permit” 

as defined under A.R.S. § 41-1001(11). 

For R12-4-215, the Youth Two-day Fishing License described in the rule falls within the definition of 

“general permit” as defined under A.R.S. § 41-1001(11). 

For R12-4-216, the Crossbow Permit described in the rule falls within the definition of “general permit” as 

defined under A.R.S. § 41-1001(11). 

For R12-4-217, the The Challenged Access and Mobility Permit described in the rule falls within the 

definition of “general permit” as defined under A.R.S. § 41-1001(11). 

b. Whether a federal law is applicable to the subject of the rule, whether the rule is more stringent than 

federal law, and if so, citation to the statutory authority to exceed the requirements of federal law: 

For R12-4-203, federal law, 50 C.F.R. Part 20 (migratory bird hunting), is applicable to the subject of the 

rule; the rule is not more stringent than federal law. 

For all other rules included in this rulemaking, federal law is not directly applicable to the subject of the rules. 

The rules are based on state law. 

c. Whether a person submitted an analysis to the agency that compares the rule’s impact of the 

competitiveness of business in this state to the impact on business in other states: 

The Department did not receive any analyses. 

12. A list of any incorporated by reference material as specified in A.R.S. § 41-1028 and its location in the 

rules: 

Not applicable 
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13. The full text of the rules follows: 
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TITLE 12. NATURAL RESOURCES 

CHAPTER 4. GAME AND FISH COMMISSION 

ARTICLE 2. LICENSES; PERMITS; STAMPS; TAGS 

 

Section 

R12-4-201 Pioneer License 

R12-4-203 National Harvest Information Program (HIP); State Waterfowl and Migratory Bird Stamp 

R12-4-205 High Achievement Scout License 

R12-4-206 General Hunting License; Exemption 

R12-4-207 General Fishing License; Exemption 

R12-4-208 Guide License 

R12-4-210 Combination Hunting and Fishing License; Exemption 

R12-4-211 Lifetime License 

R12-4-212 Benefactor License Repeal 

R12-4-213 Hunt Permit-tags and Nonpermit-tags 

R12-4-215 Youth Group Two-day Fishing License 

R12-4-216 Crossbow Permit 

R12-4-217 Challenged Hunter Access/Mobility Permit (CHAMP) 
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ARTICLE 2. LICENSES; PERMITS; STAMPS; TAGS 

 

R12-4-201. Pioneer License 

A. A pioneer license grants all of the hunting and fishing privileges of a combination hunting and fishing license. 

The pioneer license is only available at a Department office. 

B. The pioneer license is a complimentary license and is valid for the license holder's lifetime. The license remains 

valid if the licensee subsequently resides outside of this state. 

1. A licensee who resides outside of Arizona shall submit the nonresident fee to purchase any required hunt 

permit-tag, nonpermit-tag, or stamp to hunt and fish in this state. 

2. Limits established under R12-4-114 for nonresident hunt permit-tags do not apply to a pioneer license holder. 

C. A person who is age 70 or older and has been a resident of Arizona for at least 25 consecutive years immediately 

preceding application may apply for a pioneer license by submitting an application to the Department. The 

application form is furnished by the Department and is available at any Department office and online at 

www.azgfd.gov on the Department's website. A pioneer license applicant shall provide all of the following 

information on the application: 

1. The applicant's personal information: 

a. Name; 

b. Date of birth; 

c. Physical description, to include the applicant's eye color, hair color, height, and weight; 

d. Department identification number, when applicable; 

e. Residency status and number of years of residency immediately preceding application, when applicable; 

f. Mailing address, when applicable; 

g. Physical address; 

h. Telephone number, when available; and 

i. E-mail address, when available; 

2. Affirmation that: 

a. The applicant is 70 years of age or older and has been a resident of this state for 25 or more consecutive 

years immediately preceding application for the license; and 

b. The information provided on the application is true and accurate. 

3. Applicant’s signature and date. The applicant’s signature shall be either notarized or witnessed by a 

Department employee. 

D. In addition to the requirements listed under subsection (C), an applicant for a pioneer license shall also submit a 

copy of any one of the following documents at the time of application: 

1. Valid U.S. passport; 

2. Original or certified copy of the applicant's Applicant’s birth certificate; 

3. Original or copy of a valid Valid government-issued driver's license; or 

4. Original or copy of a valid Valid government-issued identification card. 
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E. All information and documentation provided by the applicant is subject to Department verification. The 

Department shall return the original or certified copy of a document to the applicant after verification. 

F. The Department shall deny a pioneer license when the applicant: 

1. Fails to meet the criteria prescribed under A.R.S. § 17-336(A)(1), 

2. Fails to comply with this Section, or 

3. Provides false information on the application. 

G. The Department shall provide written notice to the applicant stating the reason for the denial. The applicant may 

appeal the denial to the Commission as prescribed under A.R.S. Title 41, Ch 6, Article 10. 

H. A pioneer license holder may request a no-fee duplicate of the paper license provided: 

1. The license was lost or destroyed; 

2. The license holder submits a written request to the Department for a no-fee duplicate paper license; and 

3. The Department's records indicate a pioneer license was previously issued to that person. 

I. A person issued a pioneer license prior to January 1, 2014 shall be entitled to the privileges established under 

subsection (A). 

 

R12-4-205. High Achievement Scout License 

A. A high achievement scout license is offered to a resident who is: 

1. Eligible for a combination hunting and fishing license,  

2. Under 21 years of age, and 

3. A member of the Boy Scouts of the United States of America and has attained the rank of Eagle Scout, or 

4. A member of the Girl Scouts of the United States of America and has attained the Gold Award. 

B. The high achievement scout license grants all of the hunting and fishing privileges of the youth combination 

hunting and fishing license and is only available at Department offices. 

1. The license is valid for one year from the date of purchase or selected start date provided the date selected is 

no more than 60 calendar days from and after the date of purchase. 

2. A valid hunt permit-tag, nonpermit-tag, or stamp is required to validate the high achievement scout license 

for the take of big game animals, migratory game birds, or other wildlife authorized by an applicable tag or 

stamp. 

C. An applicant for a high achievement scout license shall apply on an application form available from any 

Department office and on the Department's web site at www.azgfd.gov. The applicant shall provide all of the 

following information on the application: 

1. The applicant's: 

a. Name; 

b. Date of birth; 

c. Physical description, to include the applicant's eye color, hair color, height, and weight; 

d. Department identification number, when applicable; 

e. Residency status and number of years of residency immediately preceding application, when applicable; 
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f. Mailing address, when applicable; 

g. Physical address; 

h. Telephone number, when available; and 

i. E-mail address, when available; 

2. Affirmation that the information provided on the application is true and accurate; and 

3. Applicant's signature and date. 

D. In addition to the application, an eligible applicant shall present with the application: 

1. For an applicant who is a member of the Boy Scouts of the United States of America, any one of the following 

original documents: 

a. A certification letter from the Boy Scouts of the United States of America stating that the applicant has 

attained the rank of Eagle Scout, 

b. A Boy Scouts of the United States of America Eagle Scout Award Certificate, or 

c. A Boy Scouts of the United States of America Eagle Scout wallet card. 

2. For an applicant who is a member of the Girl Scouts of the United States of America, any one of the following 

original documents: 

a. A certification letter from the Girl Scouts of the United States of America stating that the applicant has 

completed the award, 

b. A Girl Scouts of the United States of America Gold Award Certificate, or 

c. A Girl Scouts Gold Award Certificate from the local council. 

E. The Department shall deny a high achievement scout license to an applicant who: 

1. Is not eligible for the license; 

2. Fails to comply with the requirements of this Section; or 

3. Provides false information during the application process. 

F. The Department shall provide written notice to the applicant stating the reason for the denial. The applicant may 

appeal the denial to the Commission as prescribed under A.R.S. Title 41, Chapter 6, Article 10. 

 

R12-4-206. General Hunting License; Exemption 

A. A general hunting license is valid for the taking of small game, fur-bearing animals, predatory animals, nongame 

animals, and upland game birds. A valid hunt permit-tag, nonpermit-tag, or stamp is required to validate the 

general hunting license for the take of big game animals, migratory game birds, or other wildlife authorized by 

an applicable tag or stamp. 

B. The general hunting license is valid for one-year from: 

1. The date of purchase when a person purchases the hunting license from a license dealer License Dealer, as 

defined under R12-4-101; 

2. On the last day of the application deadline for that draw, as established by the hunt permit-tag application 

schedule published by the Department; 

3. On the last day of an extended deadline date, as authorized under subsection R12-4-104(C). If an applicant 
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does not possess an appropriate license that meets the requirements of this subsection, the applicant shall 

purchase the license at the time of application; or 

4. The selected start date when a person purchases the hunting license from a Department office or online. A 

person may select the start date for the hunting license provided the date selected is no more than 60 calendar 

days from and after the date of purchase. 

C. A resident may apply for a general hunting license by submitting an application to the Department, a License 

Dealer as defined under R12-4-101, or online at www.azgfd.gov on the Department's website. The application is 

furnished by the Department and is available at any Department office, license dealer License Dealer, and online 

at www.azgfd.gov on the Department's website. A general hunting license applicant shall provide the following 

information on the application: 

1. The applicant's: 

a. Name; 

b. Date of birth, 

c. Physical description, to include the applicant's eye color, hair color, height, and weight; 

d. Department identification number, when applicable; 

e. Residency status and number of years of residency immediately preceding application, when applicable; 

f. Mailing address, when applicable; 

g. Physical address; 

h. Telephone number, when available; and 

i. E-mail address, when available; and 

2. Affirmation that the information provided on the application is true and accurate; and 

3. Applicant's signature and date. 

D. In addition to the requirements listed under subsection (C), at the time of application an applicant who is applying 

for a general hunting license: 

1. In person shall pay the applicable fee required under R12-4-102. 

2. Online shall electronically pay the fee required under R12-4-102 and print the new license. A person applying 

online shall affirm, or provide permission for another person to affirm, the information electronically 

provided on the online application is true and accurate. 

E. A person who is under 10 years of age may hunt wildlife other than big game without a hunting license when 

accompanied by a properly licensed person who is 18 years of age or older. 

 

R12-4-207. General Fishing License; Exemption 

A. A general fishing license is valid for the taking of all aquatic wildlife and allows the license holder to engage in 

simultaneous fishing as defined under R12-4-301. The general fishing license is valid: 

1. State-wide including Mittry Lake and Topock Marsh and the Arizona shoreline of Lake Mead, Lake Mohave 

and Lake Havasu, and Commission-designated community waters. The list of Commission-designated 

community waters is available at any license dealer License Dealer, Department office, and online at 
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www.azgfd.gov on the Department's website. 

2. On that portion of the Colorado River that forms the common boundary between Arizona and Nevada and 

Arizona and California and connected adjacent water, provided Arizona has an agreement with California 

and Nevada that recognizes a general fishing license as valid for taking aquatic wildlife on any portion of the 

Colorado River that forms the common boundary between Arizona and Nevada and Arizona and California. 

B. The general fishing license is valid for one-year from: 

1. The date of purchase when a person purchases the fishing license from a license dealer License Dealer, as 

defined under R12-4-101; or 

2. The selected start date when a person purchases the fishing license from a Department office or online. A 

person may select the start date for the fishing license provided the date selected is no more than 60 calendar 

days from and after the date of purchase. 

C. A resident or nonresident may apply for a general fishing license by submitting an application to the Department, 

a License Dealer as defined under R12-4-101, or online at www.azgfd.gov on the Department's website. The 

application is furnished by the Department and is available at any Department office, license dealer License 

Dealer, and online at www.azgfd.gov on the Department's website. A general fishing license applicant shall 

provide the following information on the application: 

1. The applicant's: 

a. Name; 

b. Date of birth, 

c. Physical description, to include the applicant's eye color, hair color, height, and weight; 

d. Department identification number, when applicable; 

e. Residency status and number of years of residency immediately preceding application, when applicable; 

f. Mailing address, when applicable; 

g. Physical address; 

h. Telephone number, when available; and 

i. E-mail address, when available; and 

2. Affirmation that the information provided on the application is true and accurate; and 

3. Applicant's signature and date. 

D. In addition to the requirements listed under subsection (C), an applicant who is applying for a general fishing 

license: 

1. In person shall pay the applicable fee required under R12-4-102. 

2. Online shall electronically pay the fee required under R12-4-102 and print the new license. A person 

applying online shall affirm, or provide permission for another person to affirm, the information 

electronically provided on the online application is true and accurate. 

E. In addition to the exemption prescribed under A.R.S. § 17-335, a person who is under 10 years of age may fish 

without a fishing license. 
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R12-4-208. Guide License 

A. A guide, as defined under A.R.S. § 17-101, is a person who does any one of the following: 

1. Advertises for guiding services. 

2. Is presented to the public for hire as a guide. 

3. Is employed by a commercial enterprise as a guide. 

4. Accepts compensation in any form commensurate with the market value in this state for guiding services in 

exchange for aiding, assisting, directing, leading, or instructing a person in the field to locate and take 

wildlife. 

5. Is not a landowner or lessee who, without full fair market compensation, allows access to the landowner's or 

lessee's property and directs and advises a person in taking wildlife. 

B. A person shall not act as a guide unless the person holds one of the following guide licenses: 

1. A hunting guide license, which authorizes the license holder to act as a guide for the lawful taking of lawful 

wildlife other than aquatic wildlife as defined under A.R.S. § 17-101. 

2. A fishing guide license, which authorizes the license holder to act as a guide for the lawful taking of lawful 

aquatic wildlife. 

3. A hunting and fishing guide license, which authorizes the license holder to act as a guide for the lawful taking 

of lawful wildlife. 

C. A guide license shall expire on December 31 of each year. 

D. A person is not eligible to apply for an original or renewal guide license when any one of the following conditions 

apply: 

1. The applicant was convicted of a felony violation of any federal wildlife law, within five years immediately 

preceding the date of application; 

2. The applicant was convicted of a violation listed under A.R.S. § 17-309(D), within five years immediately 

preceding the date of application; 

3. The applicant was convicted of a violation of a federal or state wildlife law for which a license to take wildlife 

may be revoked or suspended within five years immediately preceding the date of application; or 

4. The applicant's privilege to take or possess wildlife or to guide or act as a guide is currently suspended or 

revoked anywhere in the United States U.S. for violation of a federal or state wildlife law. 

E. Notwithstanding subsection (D), a person who was convicted of a misdemeanor violation of any wildlife law 

within one year preceding the date of application may apply for a guide license provided the person immediately 

and voluntarily reported the violation to the Department after committing the violation. 

F. An applicant for a guide license shall: 

1. Be 18 years of age or older, and 

2. Possess the required Department-issued license, as applicable: 

a. A current Arizona hunting license when applying for a hunting guide license; 

b. A current Arizona fishing license when applying for a fishing guide license; 

c. A current Arizona combination hunting and fishing license when applying for a hunting and fishing 
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guide license; 

G. The guide license does not exempt the license holder from any applicable method of take or licensing requirement. 

The guide license holder shall comply with all applicable Commission rules, including, but not limited to, rules 

governing: 

1. Lawful methods of take, 

2. Lawful devices, and 

3. License requirements. 

H. Unless otherwise provided under this Section, a person shall successfully complete the Department administered 

examination, and answer at least 80% of the questions correctly, prior to applying for a guide license. Guide 

examinations are: 

1. Provided at a Department office. 

2. Valid for a period up to twelve months prior to the date on which the applicant submits an application to the 

Department until December 31 of the year in which it was taken. 

3. Conducted during normal business hours. 

4. Conducted on the first Monday of the month or by special appointment. A person interested in taking the 

guide examination shall contact a Department office to obtain scheduling information. 

I. The examination is based on the type of guide license the person is seeking. 

1. A person shall provide acceptable proof of identity, as listed under subsection (L)(2), prior to Before taking 

the examination, the applicant shall provide their: 

a. Name; 

b. Date of birth; and 

c. Driver license number and issuing state. 

2. The examination may include questions regarding any of the following topics: 

a. A.R.S. Title 17 Game and Fish statutes and Commission rules regarding the taking and handling of 

terrestrial and aquatic wildlife; 

b. A.R.S. Title 28, Ch 3, Article 20 Off-highway Vehicles statutes and rule regarding the use of off-highway 

vehicles; 

c. A.R.S. Title 5, Ch 3, Boating and Water Sports statutes and Commission rules on boating; 

d. Requirements for guiding on federal lands; 

e. Identification of aquatic wildlife species; 

f. Identification of wildlife; 

g. Special state and federal laws regarding certain species; 

h. General knowledge of fair chase, hunter ethics, and conservation in Arizona; 

h.i. General knowledge of species habitat and wildlife that may occur in the same habitat; 

i.j. General knowledge of the types of habitat within the State; and 

j.k. General knowledge of special or concurrent jurisdictions within the State. 

3. An applicant who fails an the examination may retake the examination on the same day or as otherwise agreed 
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upon by the applicant and the examination administrator. An applicant who fails an examination twice on the 

same day shall wait at least seven calendar days, from the examination date, before retaking the examination. 

J. In addition to the guide examination requirement under subsection (H), a guide license holder shall take the 

Department administered examination when: 

1. The applicant currently holds a hunting or fishing guide license and is applying to add a new guiding authority 

to become for a current combination hunting and fishing guide license; 

2. The applicant for a hunting guide license was convicted of a violation of A.R.S. Title 17 or Game and Fish 

Commission rule governing the taking and handling of terrestrial wildlife within one year preceding the date 

of application; 

3. The applicant for a fishing guide license was convicted of a violation of A.R.S. Title 17 or Game and Fish 

Commission rule governing the taking and handling of aquatic wildlife within one year preceding the date of 

application; 

4. The applicant failed to submit a renewal application postmarked before the expiration date of the guide 

license; or 

5. The applicant failed to submit the annual report for the preceding license year by January 10 of the following 

license year. 

K. A person may apply for a guide license by submitting an application to the Department. The application form is 

furnished by the Department and is available at any Department office and online at www.azgfd.gov on the 

Department's website. A guide license applicant shall provide all of the following information on the application: 

1. The applicant's personal information: 

a. Name; 

b. Date of birth; 

c. Physical description, to include the applicant's eye color, hair color, height, and weight; 

d. Social Security Number or Department identification number; 

e. Current hunting, fishing, or combination hunting and fishing license number; 

e.f. Residency status; 

f.g. Mailing address, when applicable; 

g.h. Physical address; 

h.i. Telephone number, when available; 

i.j. E-mail address, when available; 

j.k. Type of guide license sought; and 

k.l. Calendar year for which the application is made; 

2. The outfitting or guide: 

a. Business name; and 

b. Business address, as applicable; 

3. Responses to questions relating to criminal violations; 

4. Affirmation that: 
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a. The applicant meets the eligibility requirements prescribed under this Section; and 

b. The information provided on the application is true and accurate; 

5. Applicant’s signature and date. 

L. In addition to the requirements listed under subsection (K), an applicant for a guide license shall also submit the 

following documents at the time of application for an original or renewal of a guide license: 

1. Proof of the successful completion of the guide examination required under subsection (H). The applicant 

must successfully complete the examination within the twelve months immediately preceding the date of 

application. 

2. One a copy of any one of the following as proof of the applicant's identity: 

a.1. Valid U.S. passport; 

b.2. Original or certified copy of the applicant's Applicant’s birth certificate; 

c.3. Original or copy of a valid Valid government-issued driver's license; or 

d.4. Original or copy of a valid Valid government-issued identification card. 

M. All information and documentation provided by the guide license applicant is subject to Department verification. 

The Department shall return the original or certified copy of a document to the applicant after verification. 

N. An applicant for a guide license shall pay all applicable fees required under R12-4-102 upon approval of an initial 

or renewal application for a guide license. 

O. The Department shall deny a guide license when the applicant: 

1. Fails to meet the criteria prescribed under A.R.S. § 17-362, 

2. Fails to comply with the requirements of this Section, 

3. Provides false information during the application process, 

4. Fails to provide the annual report required under subsection (R) by January 10, or 

5. Provides false information in the annual report required under subsection (R) within three years immediately 

preceding the date of application. 

P. The Department shall provide written notice to the applicant stating the reason for the denial. The applicant may 

appeal the denial to the Commission as prescribed under A.R.S. Title 41, Chapter 6, Article 10. 

Q. A guide license holder may submit an application for renewal of a guide license after December 1 of the year it 

was issued. The Department shall not start the substantive review, as defined under A.R.S. § 41-1072, before 

January 10 of the following license year, unless the Department receives the annual report prior to the date 

established under subsection (R). The current guide license shall remain valid pending a Department decision on 

the application for renewal, provided: 

1. The application for renewal is submitted to the Department by December 31, and 

2. The Department receives the annual report submitted in compliance with subsection (R). 

R. A guide license holder shall submit to the Department the annual report required under A.R.S. § 17-362(C) for 

the previous calendar year before January 10 of the following license year. The report form is furnished by the 

Department and is available at any Department office or online at www.azgfd.gov on the Department's website. 

1. A report is required whether or not the license holder performed any guiding activities. 
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2. The annual report shall include all of the following information, as applicable: 

a. License holder's personal information: 

i. Name; 

ii. Guide license number; and 

iii. E-mail address, when available; and 

b. Client's personal information: 

i. Name; 

ii. Mailing address; and 

iii. Arizona license, tag and permit numbers, and 

c. Dates guiding activities were conducted; 

d. Number and species of wildlife taken by the clients; 

e. Game management unit or body of water where guiding activities took place; 

f. Affirmation that the information provided in the annual report is true and accurate; and 

g. License holder's signature and date. 

3. The Department shall not renew a guide license if the annual report is not submitted to the Department by 

January 10 of the following license year. 

S. The date of receipt for the items required under subsections (K), (L), (Q), and (R) shall be as follows: 

1. The date a person presents the items to a Department office; 

2. The date a private express mail carrier receives the package containing the items as indicated on the shipping 

package; or 

3. The date of the United States Postal Service postmark stamped on the envelope containing the items. 

T. While performing guide activities or providing guide services, a A guide license holder shall: 

1. Complete a Department-sanctioned continuing education course at least once every five-years. 

2. While performing guide activities or providing guide services: 

1.a. Possess a valid guide license. 

2.b. Possess a valid Arizona hunting, fishing, or combination hunting and fishing license, as applicable under 

subsection (F)(2). 

3.c. Present the license for inspection upon the request of any peace officer, including wildlife manager, or 

managers and game ranger rangers. 

4.d. Report any violation of a federal or state wildlife regulation, law, or rule personally witnessed by the 

guide license holder. 

U. A guide license holder shall not: 

1. Use, or allow another person to use, any method or device prohibited under any federal or state wildlife 

regulation, law, or rule while taking wildlife. 

2. Aid, counsel, agree to aid, or attempt to aid another person in planning or engaging in conduct that results in 

a violation of any federal or state wildlife regulation, law, or rule while taking wildlife. 

3. Pursue any wildlife or hold at bay any wildlife for a person unless that person is present during the pursuit to 
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take the wildlife. 

a. The person shall be continuously present during the entire pursuit of that specific target animal. 

b. If dogs are used, the person shall be present when the dogs are released on a specific target animal and 

shall be continuously present for the remainder of the pursuit. 

4. Hold wildlife at bay other than during daylight hours, unless a Commission Order authorizes the take of the 

species at night. 

V. As authorized under A.R.S. § 17-362(A), the Commission may revoke or suspend a guide license when any one 

or more of the following actions occur: 

1. The guide license holder failed to comply with the requirements of A.R.S. Title 17 or was convicted of 

violating any provision of A.R.S. Title 17; 

2. The guide license holder was convicted of a felony violation of any federal wildlife law; 

3. The guide license holder was convicted of a violation listed under A.R.S. § 17-309(D); 

4. The guide license holder was convicted of a violation of a federal or state wildlife law for which a license to 

take wildlife may be revoked or suspended; or 

5. The guide license holder's privilege to take or possess wildlife is suspended or revoked by any jurisdiction 

for violation of a federal or state wildlife law. 

 

R12-4-210. Combination Hunting and Fishing License; Exemption 

A. A combination hunting and fishing license is valid for the taking of small game, fur-bearing animals, predatory 

animals, nongame animals, and upland game birds. 

B. A combination hunting and fishing license is valid for the taking of all aquatic wildlife and allows the license 

holder to engage in simultaneous fishing as defined under R12-4-101. The combination hunting and fishing 

license is valid: 

1. State-wide including Mittry Lake and Topock Marsh and the Arizona shoreline of Lake Mead, Lake Mohave 

and Lake Havasu, and Commission-designated community waters. The list of Commission-designated 

community waters is available at any license dealer License Dealer, Department office, and online at 

www.azgfd.gov on the Department's website. 

2. On that portion of the Colorado River that forms the common boundary between Arizona and Nevada and 

Arizona and California and connected adjacent water, provided Arizona has an agreement with California 

and Nevada that recognizes a combination hunting and fishing license as valid for taking aquatic wildlife on 

any portion of the Colorado River that forms the common boundary between Arizona and Nevada and 

Arizona and California. 

C. The Department offers three combination hunting and fishing licenses: 

1. A short-term combination hunting and fishing license, valid for one 24-hour period from midnight to 

midnight. 

a. The short-term combination hunting and fishing license is not valid for the take of big game animals. 

b. The short-term combination hunting and fishing license is valid for the take of migratory game birds and 
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waterfowl, provided the person possesses the applicable State Migratory Bird stamp and Federal 

Waterfowl stamp. 

c. The Department does not limit the number of short-term combination hunting and fishing licenses a 

resident or nonresident may purchase. 

2. A combination hunting and fishing license for a person age 18 and over. 

a. The combination hunting and fishing license is valid for one-year from: 

i. The date of purchase when a person purchases the combination hunting and fishing license from a 

license dealer License Dealer, as defined under R12-4-101; 

ii. On the last day of the application deadline for that draw, as established by the hunt permit-tag 

application schedule published by the Department; 

iii. On the last day of an extended deadline date, as authorized under subsection R12-4-104(C). If an 

applicant does not possess an appropriate license that meets the requirements of this subsection, the 

applicant shall purchase the license at the time of application; or 

iv. The selected start date when a person purchases the combination hunting and fishing license from a 

Department office or online. A person may select the start date for the combination hunting and 

fishing license provided the date selected is no more than 60 calendar days from and after the date 

of purchase. 

b. A valid hunt permit-tag, nonpermit-tag, or stamp is required to validate the combination hunting and 

fishing license for the take of big game animals, migratory game birds, or other wildlife authorized by 

an applicable tag or stamp. 

3. A youth combination hunting and fishing license for a person through age 17. 

a. The combination hunting and fishing license is valid for one-year from: 

i. The date of purchase when a person purchases the combination hunting and fishing license from a 

license dealer License Dealer, as defined under R12-4-101; 

ii. On the last day of the application deadline for that draw, as established by the hunt permit-tag 

application schedule published by the Department; 

iii. On the last day of an extended deadline date, as authorized under subsection R12-4-104(C). If an 

applicant does not possess an appropriate license that meets the requirements of this subsection, the 

applicant shall purchase the license at the time of application; or 

iv. The selected start date when a person purchases the combination hunting and fishing license from a 

Department office or online. A person may select the start date for the combination hunting and 

fishing license provided the date selected is no more than 60 calendar days from and after the date 

of purchase. 

b. A valid hunt permit-tag, nonpermit-tag, or stamp is required to validate the combination hunting and 

fishing license for the take of big game animals, migratory game birds, or other wildlife authorized by 

an applicable tag or stamp. 

D. A resident or nonresident may apply for a combination hunting and fishing license by submitting an application 
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to the Department, a License Dealer as defined under R12-4-101, or online at www.azgfd.gov on the Department's 

website. The application is furnished by the Department and is available at any Department office, license dealer 

License Dealer, and online at www.azgfd.gov on the Department's website. A combination hunting and fishing 

license applicant shall provide the following information on the application: 

1. The applicant's: 

a. Name; 

b. Date of birth, 

c. Physical description, to include the applicant's eye color, hair color, height, and weight; 

d. Department identification number, when applicable; 

e. Residency status and number of years of residency immediately preceding application, when applicable; 

f. Mailing address, when applicable; 

g. Physical address; 

h. Telephone number, when available; and 

i. E-mail address, when available; and 

2. Affirmation that the information provided on the application is true and accurate; and 

3. Applicant's signature and date. 

E. In addition to the requirements listed under subsection (C), an applicant who is applying for a combination hunting 

and fishing license: 

1. In person shall pay the applicable fee required under R12-4-102. 

2. Online shall electronically pay the fee required under R12-4-102 and print the new license. A person applying 

online shall affirm, or provide permission for another person to affirm, the information electronically 

provided on the online application is true and accurate. 

F. Exemptions authorized under R12-4-206(E), and R12-4-207(E), and R12-4-209(E) also apply to this Section, as 

applicable. 

 

R12-4-211. Lifetime License; Benefactor License 

A. The Department offers the following lifetime licenses: 

1. A lifetime hunting license includes the privileges established under R12-4-206(A). 

2. A lifetime fishing license includes the privileges established under R12-4-207(A). 

3. A lifetime combination hunting and fishing license includes the privileges established under R12-4-210(A) 

and (B). 

4. A benefactor lifetime combination hunting and fishing license includes the privileges established under R12-

4-210(A) and (B). 

B. A valid hunt permit-tag, nonpermit-tag, or stamp is required to validate lifetime hunting or combination hunting 

and fishing license for the take of big game animals, migratory game birds, or other wildlife authorized by an 

applicable tag or stamp. 

B.C. A The lifetime license does licenses identified under subsection (A) do not expire and remains remain valid 
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if the licensee subsequently resides outside of this state. 

1. A licensee who resides outside of Arizona shall submit the nonresident fee to purchase any required hunt 

permit-tag, nonpermit-tag, or stamp to hunt and fish in this state. 

2. Limits established under R12-4-114 for nonresident hunt permit-tags do not apply to a lifetime license holder. 

C.D. A resident may apply for a lifetime license by submitting an application to the Department and paying the 

applicable fee required under subsection (D)(E). The application is furnished by the Department and is available 

at any Department office and online at www.azgfd.gov on the Department's website. A lifetime license applicant 

shall provide the following information on the application: 

1. The applicant's: 

a. Name; 

b. Date of birth, 

c. Physical description, to include the applicant's eye color, hair color, height, and weight; 

d. Social Security Number, when required under A.R.S. §§ 25-320(P) and 25-502(K); 

e. Department identification number, when applicable; 

f. Residency status and number of years of residency immediately preceding application, when applicable; 

g. Mailing address, when applicable; 

h. Physical address; 

i. Telephone number, when available; and 

j. E-mail address, when available; and 

2. Affirmation that the information provided on the application is true and accurate; and 

3. Applicant's signature and date. 

D.E. The fees for resident lifetime licenses listed under (A)(1) through (A)(3) are determined by the age of the 

applicant as follows: 

1. Age 0 through 13 years is 17 times the fee established under R12-4-102 for the equivalent one-year license. 

2. Age 14 through 29 years is 18 times the fee established under R12-4-102 for the equivalent one-year license. 

3. Age 30 through 44 years is 16 times the fee established under R12-4-102 for the equivalent one-year license. 

4. Age 45 through 61 years is 15 times the fee established under R12-4-102 for the equivalent one-year license. 

5. Age 62 and older is 8 times the fee established under R12-4-102 for the equivalent one-year license. 

6. For the purposes of this subsection, when the applicant is under the age of 18, the fee for the lifetime license 

is based on the full priced license fee, not the youth license fee. 

F. The fee for the benefactor license listed under (A)(4) is $1,500. The difference between $1,500 and the license 

fee for a resident lifetime combination hunting and fishing license established under subsection (E): 

1. Is a donation to the State for continued management, protection, and conservation of the State's wildlife. 

2. Shall be credited to the wildlife endowment fund established under A.R.S. § 17-271. 

3. May be tax deductible to the extent allowed by federal and state income tax statutes for contributions to 

qualifying tax-exempt organizations. 

E.G. A lifetime license may be denied or suspended pursuant to, and for the offenses described under, A.R.S. § 



NPRM - 23 
 

17-340. 

F.H. A person issued a lifetime license prior to the effective date of this Section shall be entitled to the privileges 

established under subsection (A)(1), (A)(2), or (A)(3), or (A)(4), as applicable, for the equivalent lifetime license. 

 

R12-4-212. Benefactor License 

A. A benefactor license includes the privileges established under R12-4-210(A) and (B). A valid hunt permit-tag, 

nonpermit-tag, or stamp is required to validate the benefactor license for the take of big game animals, migratory 

game birds, or other wildlife authorized by an applicable tag or stamp. 

B. A benefactor license does not expire and remains valid if the licensee subsequently resides outside of this state. 

1. A licensee who resides outside of Arizona shall submit the nonresident fee to purchase any required permit-

tag, nonpermit-tag, or stamp to hunt and fish in this state. 

2. Limits established under R12-4-114 for nonresident permit-tags do not apply to a benefactor license holder. 

C. The benefactor license fee is $1,500. The difference between $1,500 and the license fee for a resident lifetime 

combination hunting and fishing license established under R12-4-211(D): 

1. Is a donation to the State for continued management, protection, and conservation of the State's wildlife. 

2. Shall be credited to the wildlife endowment fund established under A.R.S. § 17-271. 

3. May be tax deductible to the extent allowed by federal and state income tax statutes for contributions to 

qualifying tax-exempt organizations. 

D. A resident may apply for a benefactor license by submitting an application to the Department. The application is 

furnished by the Department and is available at any Department office and online at www.azgfd.gov on the 

Department's website. A benefactor license applicant shall provide the following information on the application: 

1. The applicant's: 

a. Name; 

b. Date of birth; 

c. Physical description, to include the applicant's eye color, hair color, height, and weight; 

d. Social Security Number, when required under A.R.S. §§ 25-320(P) and 25-502(K); 

e. Department identification number, when applicable; 

f. Residency status and number of years of residency immediately preceding application, when applicable; 

g. Mailing address, when applicable; 

h. Physical address; 

i. Telephone number, when available; and 

j. E-mail address, when available; and 

2. Affirmation that the information provided on the application is true and accurate; and 

3. Applicant's signature and date. 

E. A benefactor license may be denied or suspended pursuant to, and for the offenses described under, A.R.S. § 17-

340. 

F. A person issued a benefactor license prior to the effective date of this Section shall be entitled to the privileges 
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established under subsection (A). 

 

R12-4-213. Hunt Permit-tags and Nonpermit-tags 

A. A valid hunt permit-tag or nonpermit-tag is required to validate a license to take a big game animal or other 

wildlife requiring a valid tag. Before a person may take a big game animal or other wildlife requiring a tag, the 

person shall apply for and obtain the appropriate tag required for the take of that big game animal or other wildlife. 

B. A person may apply for a hunt permit-tag in accordance with R12-4-104 and at the times, locations, and in the 

manner established by the hunt permit-tag application schedule that the Department publishes and is available at 

any Department office, online at www.azgfd.gov on the Department's website, or a license dealer License Dealer 

as defined under R12-4-101. 

C. A person applying for a nonpermit-tag shall apply in accordance with R12-4-114 and pay the required fee 

established under R12-4-102. 

D. Under A.R.S. § 17-332(C), the Department and its license dealers may issue a duplicate tag to a person whose 

tag was not used and is lost, destroyed, mutilated, or otherwise unusable; or placed on a harvested animal that 

was subsequently condemned and the carcass and all parts of the animal were surrendered to a Department 

employee as required under R12-4-112(B) and (C). The person shall complete and sign the affidavit furnished by 

the Department. The affidavit is available at any Department office or license dealer. The person shall provide 

the following information on the affidavit: 

1. The applicant's personal information: 

a. Name; 

b. Department identification number, when applicable; 

c. Residency status and number of years of residency immediately preceding application, when applicable; 

2. The original license or tag information: 

a. Type of license or tag; 

b. Place of purchase; 

c. Purchase date, when available; 

3. Disposition of the original tag for which a duplicate is being purchased. 

4. A person applying for a duplicate tag after a harvested animal that was subsequently condemned as described 

under subsection (D) shall also submit the condemned meat duplicate tag authorization form issued by the 

Department. 

E. The person shall pay the applicable duplicate fee prescribed under R12-4-102. 

 

R12-4-216. Crossbow Permit 

A. For the purposes of this Section, "healthcare provider" means a person who is licensed to practice by the federal 

government, any state, or U.S. territory with one of the following credentials: 

Medical Doctor, 

Doctor of Osteopathy, 
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Doctor of Chiropractic, 

Nurse Practitioner, or 

Physician Assistant. 

B. A crossbow permit allows a person to use a crossbow, or any bow to be drawn and held with an assisting device, 

during an archery-only season, as prescribed under R12-4-318, when authorized under R12-4-304 as lawful for 

the species hunted. 

C. The crossbow permit does not exempt the permit holder from any other applicable method of take or licensing 

requirement. The permit holder shall be responsible for compliance with all applicable regulatory requirements. 

D. The crossbow permit does not expire, unless: 

1. The medical certification portion of the application indicates the person has a temporary physical disability; 

then the crossbow permit shall be valid only for the a period of time indicated on the crossbow permit as 

specified one year from the date the medical certification portion of the application was signed by the 

healthcare provider, 

2. The permit holder no longer meets the criteria for obtaining the crossbow permit, or 

3. The Commission revokes the person’s hunting privileges under A.R.S. § 17-340. A person whose crossbow 

permit is revoked by the Commission may petition the Commission for a rehearing as established under R12-

4-607. 

E. An applicant for a crossbow permit shall apply by submitting an application to the Department. The application 

form is furnished by the Department and is available at any Department office and online at www.azgfd.gov. A 

crossbow permit applicant shall provide all of the following information on the application: 

1. The applicant's: 

a. Name; 

b. Date of birth; 

c. Physical description, to include the applicant's eye color, hair color, height, and weight; 

d. Department identification number, when applicable; 

e. Residency status; 

f. Mailing address, when applicable; 

g. Physical address; 

h. Telephone number, when available; and 

i. E-mail address, when available; 

2. Affirmation that: 

a. The applicant meets the requirements of this Section, and 

b. The information provided on the application is true and accurate, and 

3. Applicant’s signature and date. 

4. The certification portion of the application shall be completed by a healthcare provider. The healthcare 

provider shall: 

a. Certify the applicant has one or more of the following physical limitations: 
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i. An amputation involving body extremities required for stable function to use conventional archery 

equipment; 

ii. A spinal cord injury resulting in a disability to the lower extremities, leaving the applicant 

nonambulatory; 

iii. A wheelchair restriction; 

iv. A neuromuscular condition that prevents the applicant from drawing and holding a bow; 

v. A failed functional draw test that equals 30 pounds of resistance and involves holding it for four 

seconds; 

vi.v. A failed manual muscle test involving the grading of shoulder and elbow flexion and extension or 

an impaired range-of-motion test involving the shoulder or elbow; or 

vii.vi. A combination of comparable physical disabilities resulting in the applicant's inability to draw 

and hold a bow; 

vii. A failed functional draw test that equals 30 pounds of resistance and involves holding it for four 

seconds. The functional draw test may not be used to determine eligibility for the permit when it is 

not associated with a disability. 

b. Indicate whether the disability is temporary or permanent and, when temporary, specify the expected 

duration of the physical limitation; and 

c. Provide the healthcare provider's: 

i. Typed or printed name, 

ii. License number, 

iii. Business address, 

iv. Telephone number, and 

v. Signature and date; 

5. A person who holds a valid Challenged Hunter Access/Mobility Permit (CHAMP) and who is applying for 

a crossbow permit is exempt from the requirements of subsection (E)(4) and shall indicate “CHAMP” in the 

space provided for the medical certification on the crossbow permit application. 

F. In addition to the requirements listed above, at the time of application an applicant who is applying for a crossbow 

permit shall pay the applicable fee required under R12-4-102. 

F.G. All information and documentation provided by the applicant is subject to Department verification. The 

Department shall return the original or certified copy of a document to the applicant after verification. 

G.H. The Department shall deny a crossbow permit when the applicant: 

1. Fails to meet the criteria prescribed under this Section, 

2. Fails to comply with the requirements of this Section, or 

3. Provides false information during the application process. 

H.I. The Department shall provide written notice to the applicant stating the reason for the denial. The applicant may 

appeal the denial to the Commission as prescribed under A.R.S. Title 41, Chapter 6, Article 10. 
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I.J. The applicant claiming a temporary or permanent disability is responsible for all costs associated with obtaining 

the medical documentation, re-evaluation of the information, or a second medical opinion. 

J.K. When acting under the authority of a crossbow permit, the crossbow permit holder shall possess the permit, and 

exhibit the permit upon request to any peace officer, including wildlife manager, or managers and game ranger 

rangers. 

K.L. A crossbow permit holder shall not: 

1. Transfer the permit to another person, or 

2. Allow another person to use or possess the permit. 

 

R12-4-217. Challenged Hunter Access/Mobility Permit (CHAMP) 

A. For the purposes of this Section, the following definitions apply: 

“Healthcare provider” means a person who is licensed to practice by the federal government, any state, or U.S. 

territory with one of the following credentials: 

Medical Doctor, 

Doctor of Osteopathy, 

Doctor of Chiropractic, 

Nurse Practitioner, or 

Physician Assistant. 

“Severe permanent disability” means one or more permanent physical or mental disabilities resulting from 

amputation, arthritis, autism, blindness, burn injury, cancer, cerebral palsy, cystic fibrosis, intellectual disability, 

muscular dystrophy, musculoskeletal disorders, neurological disorders, paraplegia, pulmonary disorders, 

quadriplegia and other spinal cord conditions, sickle cell anemia, and end stage renal disease or a combination of 

permanent disabilities resulting in comparable substantial functional limitations. 

B. The Challenged Hunter Access/Mobility Permit (CHAMP) allows a person with a severe permanent disability to 

perform one or more of the following activities: 

1. Discharge a firearm or other legal hunting device from a motor vehicle if, under existing conditions:  

a. The discharge is otherwise lawful; 

b. The motor vehicle is not in motion; 

c. The motor vehicle is not on any road, as defined under A.R.S. § 17-101; and 

d. The motor vehicle's engine is turned off. 

2. Discharge a firearm or other legal hunting device from a watercraft, as defined under R12-4-501; provided 

the motor is turned off, the sail furled, or both; and progress has ceased. 

a. The watercraft may be drifting as a result of current or wind, beached, moored, resting at anchor, or 

propelled by paddle, oars, or pole. 

b. A person may use a watercraft under power to retrieve dead or wounded wildlife. 

c. For the purposes of this subsection, "watercraft" does not include a sinkbox. 

3. Use off-road locations in a motor vehicle if use is not in conflict with federal or state statutes or regulations 
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or local ordinances or regulations and the motor vehicle is used as a place to wait for game. A person shall 

not use a motor vehicle to chase or pursue game. 

4. Designate an assistant to track and dispatch a wounded animal, and to retrieve the animal, in accordance with 

the requirements of this Section. 

C. The CHAMP holder shall comply with all applicable regulatory requirements. A CHAMP does not exempt the 

permit holder from any other applicable method of take or licensing requirement. 

D. The CHAMP does not expire, unless: 

1. The permit holder no longer meets the criteria for obtaining the CHAMP, or 

2. The Commission revokes the person’s hunting privileges under A.R.S. § 17-340. A person whose CHAMP 

is revoked by the Commission may petition the Commission for a rehearing as established under R12-4-607. 

E. An applicant for a CHAMP shall apply by submitting an application to the Department. The application form is 

furnished by the Department and is available from any Department office and online at www.azgfd.gov on the 

Department's website. The CHAMP applicant shall provide all of the following information on the application: 

1. The applicant's: 

a. Name; 

b. Date of birth; 

c. Physical description, to include the applicant's eye color, hair color, height, and weight; 

d. Department identification number, when applicable; 

e. Residency status; 

f. Mailing address, when applicable; 

g. Physical address; 

h. Telephone number, when available; and 

i. E-mail address, when available; 

2. Affirmation that: 

a. The applicant meets the requirements of this Section, and 

b. The information provided on the application is true and accurate, and 

3. Applicant’s signature and date. 

4. The certification portion of the application shall be completed by a healthcare provider. The healthcare 

provider shall: 

a. Certify the applicant is a person with a severe permanent disability as defined under subsection (A), and 

b. Provide the healthcare provider's: 

i. Typed or printed name, 

ii. Business address, 

iii. Telephone number, and 

iv. Signature and date; 

F. In addition to the requirements listed above, at the time of application an applicant who is applying for a CHAMP 

shall pay the applicable fee required under R12-4-102. 
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F.G. All information and documentation provided by the applicant is subject to Department verification. The 

Department shall return the original or certified copy of a document to the applicant after verification. 

G.H. The applicant claiming a severe permanent disability is responsible for all costs associated with obtaining the 

medical documentation, re-evaluation of the information, or a second medical opinion. 

H.I. The Department shall deny a CHAMP when the applicant: 

1. Fails to meet the criteria prescribed under this Section, 

2. Fails to comply with the requirements of this Section, or 

3. Provides false information during the application process. 

I.J. The Department shall provide written notice to the applicant stating the reason for the denial. The applicant may 

appeal the denial to the Commission as prescribed in A.R.S. Title 41, Chapter 6, Article 10. 

J.K. When acting under the authority of the CHAMP, the permit holder shall possess and exhibit the permit upon 

request to any peace officer, including wildlife manager, or managers and game ranger rangers. 

K.L. The CHAMP holder shall ensure the CHAMP vehicle placard, issued with the CHAMP, is visibly displayed 

on the motor vehicle or watercraft when in use. 

L.M. The Department shall provide a CHAMP holder with a dispatch permit that allows the CHAMP holder to 

designate a licensed hunter as an assistant to: 

1. Dispatch and retrieve an animal wounded by the CHAMP holder, or  

2. Retrieve wildlife killed by the CHAMP holder. 

M.N. The CHAMP holder shall: 

1. Designate an assistant only after the animal is wounded or killed.  

2. Ensure the designation on the dispatch permit is in ink and includes: 

a. A description of the animal,  

b. The assistant's name and valid Arizona hunting license number,  

c. The date and time the animal was wounded or killed, and 

3. Ensure compliance with all of the following requirements: 

a. The site where the animal is wounded and the location from which tracking begins are marked so they 

can be identified later. 

b. The assistant possesses the dispatch permit and a valid hunting license while tracking and dispatching 

the wounded animal. When acting under the authority of the dispatch permit, the assistant shall possess 

and exhibit the dispatch permit and hunting license upon request to any peace officer, including wildlife 

manager, or managers and game ranger rangers. 

c. The CHAMP holder is in the field while the assistant is tracking and dispatching the wounded animal. 

d. The assistant does not transfer the dispatch permit to anyone except that the dispatch permit may be 

transferred back to the CHAMP holder. 

e. Dispatch is made by a method that is lawful for the take of the particular animal in the particular season 

in accordance with requirements established under R12-4-304 and R12-4-318. 

f. The assistant attaches the dispatch permit to the carcass of the animal and returns the carcass to the 
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CHAMP holder, and the tag of the CHAMP holder is affixed to the carcass. 

g. If the assistant is unsuccessful in locating and dispatching the wounded animal, the assistant returns the 

dispatch permit to the CHAMP holder. The CHAMP holder shall strike the name and authorization of 

the assistant from the dispatch permit. 

N.O. A dispatch permit may not be reused when all spaces for designation of an assistant are filled or the dispatch 

permit is attached to a carcass. The CHAMP holder may request another dispatch permit from the Department if: 

1. All spaces for assistants are filled, 

2. The dispatch permit is lost, or 

3. When the CHAMP holder needs another dispatch permit for another big game hunt. 

O.P. A CHAMP holder shall not: 

1. Transfer the permit to another person, or 

2. Allow another person to use or possess the permit. 


