
Fishing Forecast - Southeast Arizona 

 

Fishing Rating: Hot Good Fair Poor  

Patagonia Lake – Rating:  

The stocking of catchable rainbow trout will continue through the winter months. During the winter 
months, anglers can expect that fishing for the warm water species will slow as fish move into deeper 
water and become less active with the cooler water temperatures. Rainbow trout stockings continue 
through the winter months, although at less frequency and amount of fish due to operational issues at 
Page Springs Hatchery. The trout that have been stocked however are much larger than typical size. 
Anglers wanting to catch the rainbow trout can use bait such as earthworms, mealworms, salmon eggs 
or PowerBait. A good technique is to fish with light tackle and vary the depth, color and type of bait until 
you find where the fish are hanging out and the bait they prefer. Small lures such as spoons and spinners 
from Mepps or Rooster Tail are excellent choices. Anglers using small lures should work small areas of 
the lake in a fan pattern covering all of the water in front of them and remember to vary the speed of 
your retrieve. Regardless of your choice of bait and technique, all anglers should keep in mind that as 
the day progresses, the fish’s preferences can also change. So be prepared to change things up when the 
fishing slows. 

Pena Blanca Lake – Rating:  

Although fall water quality issues were not nearly as poor as in previous years there will be no rainbow 
trout stockings this winter. The improved fall water quality has led to anglers who prefer warmwater fish 
catching largemouth bass and sunfish throughout the fall. Expect that to continue but eventually slow 
down as water temperatures continue to cool down and fish move towards deeper water. Techniques 
for sunfish should focus on live worms and mealworms with light tackle. Largemouth bass anglers 
should turn to crankbaits around submerged habitat. Channel catfish can still be caught as well as 
temperatures cool and anglers using prepared stink baits, frozen shrimp or anchovies should find 
success. 
 

Riggs Flat Lake – Rating:  

This lake is closed to fishing during the fall and winter and there is no public access available. Look for 
the lake to open again in April of next year. 

Roper Lake – Rating:  

Rainbow trout stockings continue through the winter months, although at less frequency and amount of 
fish due to operational issues at Page Springs Hatchery. The trout that have been stocked, however, are 
much larger than typical size. During this time anglers can expect that fishing for the warmwater species 
will slow as fish move into deeper water and become less active with the cooler water temperatures. 



Anglers wanting to catch the rainbow trout can use bait such as earthworms, mealworms, salmon eggs 
or PowerBait. A good technique is to fish with light tackle and vary the depth, color and type of bait until 
you find where the fish are hanging out and the bait they prefer. Small lures such as spoons and spinners 
from Mepps or Rooster Tail are excellent choices. Anglers using small lures should work small areas of 
the lake in a fan pattern covering all of the water in front of them and remember to vary the speed of 
your retrieve. Regardless of your choice of bait and technique all anglers should keep in mind that as the 
day progresses, the fish’s preferences can also change. So be prepared to change things up when the 
fishing slows. 

Rose Canyon Lake – Rating:  

Fall brings an end to the rainbow trout stockings at this lake, but that doesn’t mean the end of good 
fishing. Anglers willing to try techniques beyond bait fishing can find plenty of trout still in the lake. Fly 
fishing with floating flies and small Kastmasters, spoons and spinners are the best bet during this time of 
year. The lake is now closed to vehicle access for the winter however, even after the vehicle access gate 
closes anglers can still fish at the lake but they will have to hike in from the parking lot off Mount 
Lemmon Highway or hike down the trail from N. Willow Loop via S Willow Canyon. 
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