IHAPM Funding Window

Criterion:

Conduct field surveys to determine current distribution, population status, and management needs of the ornate box turtle.

Statement of Need and Desired Outcome of Proposals:

The ornate box turtle is a Tier 1A Species of Greatest Conservation Need. Although there have been few population studies,
anecdotal evidence suggests that the ornate box turtle has declined in the last two decades. While historical population levels
are unknown, the anthropogenic causes of declines in other box turtle species in the US also exist in Arizona. In response to

the apparent decline, the Arizona Game and Fish Department closed the season on ornate box turtles in 2005, making it
illegal to collect them from the wild.

Proposal/Approach/Design:

Desired proposals will design and test an ornate box turtle monitoring program to gather baseline data on their abundance,
density, and distribution in Arizona that can be evaluated annually, and to determine the causes for any apparent declines.

Species/Populations:

Ornate box turtle, Terepene ornata lueteola, in southeastern Arizona.

Areas/Habitat:

Ornate box turtle mainly inhabits grasslands, desertscrub and woodlands in southeastern Arizona (up to 7100 feet in
elevation).

Seasonality/Timing:

Box turtles are typically active for a relatively short time of year during the spring (April - May) and summer
monsoon (July - October).

Mechanism/Methodology:

Using methods from Hall and Steidl 2003 (Heritage report), develop a monitoring program that includes
standardized surveys. Conduct surveys and record information on distribution, population status, metapopulation
dynamics, proximate and ultimate causes of declines, and general natural history and ecology.

Required Personnel Qualifications:

Project personnel need to have demonstrable experience to successfully complete the proposed project.

Expected Budget Limits:

Variable depending on project scope and methods.
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