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Statement of Need and Desired Outcome of Proposals:
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Seasonality/Timing: 
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	Text1: Assessing Raptor Concentration Areas to include migration corridors, stop-over habitats, and/or wintering areas south of Interstate 40.
	Text2: With the anticipated future expansion of renewable energy projects, the Arizona Game and Fish Department must ensure that renewable energy expansion remains compatible with the conservation of wildlife populations. It is important to identify geographic areas with elevated concentrations of migratory movements, migratory stop-over locations, and wintering concentrations of raptors throughout Arizona. This information is important to inform risk assessment of proposed projects, identify high risk locations prior to the investment of significant time and resources, and allow project proponents to focus on sites compatible for both wildlife conservation and renewable energy production.
	Text3: Desired proposals will be designed to effectively identify and quantify raptor use of migratory corridors, stop-over habitats, and/or wintering areas at local and/or landscape (preferred) scales.
	Text4: All Arizona raptor species with the emphasis on the migrating and wintering populations.
	Text5: Proposed project areas should focus on areas with topography associated with migratory raptor concentrations (i.e.,  north/south cliffs, mountain ranges, or mountain peaks), or habitats associated with stop-over or wintering raptor concentrations (i.e., Swainson's hawks  in agricultural fields and grasslands, black hawks along riparian corridors). 
	Text6: Migration and stop-over concentrations studies should be focused on the fall migration period, secondary focus on spring migration acceptable. Projects evaluating wintering area concentrations should focus on raptor densities in winter months with comparative summer monitoring acceptable.
	Text7: For migration corridors, visual monitoring of multiple potential migration corridors, deployments of GSM GPS transmitters on a variety of migrant raptor species across the landscape, or a combination of the two approaches are acceptable. Studies on stop-over habitats or wintering areas should focus on raptor densities in association with specific habitat and landscape types through visual observations and/or incorporation of transmitter data. Alternate methodology that effectively meets the goal of this funding window will be considered.
	Text8: Project personnel need to have demonstrable experience conducting raptor migration and monitoring studies.


