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The views expressed in the articles of the Desert  Oracle 
are the opinions of the author and not necessarily the  
opinion of the AZPVA.  Any article not attributed to an  
individual / group was compiled with available information 
by APVA staff/members. The Desert Oracle does  
encourage our readers to submit their articles, interests 
and/or rebuttals. 
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Happy  
Holidays 

 
 
 

 

The weather we have migrated to  
Arizona for is here. Enjoy the outside as 
summer is only five months away. 
 
In recent discussions, it has been said 
that the healthcare we receive is  
dependent directly on the Chapters  
involvement at the hospitals. The  
Question is how can we make it better? 
The answer is by getting volunteers  
involved in each hospital regularly. You 
need to help. Even if you feel your clinic 
is perfect, what about all the other people 
using your VA who are not using the  
primary care clinic? Phoenix and Tucson 
have over 400 possible members  
registered at the hospitals; Prescott has 
100. Yet not all of them know about the 
clinics and the benefits of using a PVA 
Service Officer. Do you really know about 
all your benefits? Are you getting older 
and need more help? Have you been out 
to La Jolla for a check up? Isn’t it time 
that the almost 1000 veterans on the 
SCI/SCD registry get the advantages of a 
primary care clinic that specializes in 
their needs? Are they aware of possible 
housing, vehicle, or if they are entitled to 
everyday assistance? A presence at the 
civilian hospitals could help us find  
veterans who have no idea they are  
eligible for care from the VA. That is why 
help is needed at every hospital. You 
don’t have to be a member to volunteer. 
Call 602-244-9168 if you are interested. 
 
The October board of directors meeting 
was in Tucson, October 14, 2006, at the 
Tucson Trap and Skeet Club. It happens 
every time we are there, the member turn 
out was terrific.  

The Trap Shoot is always a first class event, 
as Mike Smyth would tolerate for nothing 
less. Darlene Smyth, Margerite and Hutch 
Hutcheson were his able volunteers. Sadly 
Mike is ready to let some else run the fiscal 
year 2008 Trap Shoot. If you see Mike, be 
sure to thank him for the great effort he has 
put into these events and money he raised 
for sports. Thanks Mike for your time, your 
eye for detail and an unwavering standard of  
equality for all those you have dealt with. 
 
Recently National President Randy Pleva 
sent out a letter to you the member  
requesting your views on how and what 
PVA can do to improve information flow to 
you the member. Surely those of you who 
have an opinion can write to him. 
 
The end of year brings tax time. You can 
send a tax deductible donation to the  
Chapter by December 31st, 2006. For those 
of you who may owe Arizona State Income 
Tax, check out www.azdor.gov. Charity Tax 
Credits. You may be eligible to give up to 
$250.00 for a married couple or $200.00 if 
you are single, as opposed to paying this 
money to the State of Arizona. Since the 
State has recently spoken of eliminating the 
state income tax, obviously they do not need 
the money as much as the Chapter does. 
Be safe and remember our troops oversea. 
www.operationadoptasoldier.com 

President, Arizona PVA 
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_ Ho Ho Ho, Up 
on the house 
top click, click, 
click! Down 
through the 
chimney with 
Ol’ Saint Nick. 
Remember 
those old 
Christmas car-

ols singing about Santa Clause, and 
chestnuts roasting on an open fire; of 
course that may not set well with the 
fire chief, and all the mishaps caused 
by carelessness with open flames. 
 
I remember the one Christmas when I 
got my first set of drums, man was I 
gleaming. Of course, by this time I was 
faking knowing that Santa Clause was 
not real. (If anyone reading this article 
still believes in Santa Clause, please 
disregard my last statement). 
 
I believe Christmas, or Hanukkah, or 
the holidays, for that matter, are not 
only for people to have their wishes 
come true, but also to believe the un-
believable.  Hope for the hopeless, 
prayers answered for those that pray. 
 
Currently, I’m going through a bout with 
Macular Degeneration. This is when 
the cells of the retina begin to deterio-
rate, leading to a loss of central vision. 
The macula of the eye, which is the 
center part of the retina, will deterio-
rate, usually with age. 
 
The difference in wet and dry degen-
eration is 1) degeneration happens 
gradually over many decades. That’s 
the dry kind. 2) The wet kind is when 
blood vessels grow and bleed very 
suddenly, literally overnight, sudden 
loss of vision in the center. To put this 
in lay-man terms, it’s like seeing a fist 
blocking the object you’re looking at. 
 

There is no treatment noted to stop or reverse 
vision loss. In the “wet” form, affecting 10% of 
people with macular degeneration, blood  
vessels grow weak, leak and scar. New drugs 
can partially reverse the effects, and stop the 
progression of the wet form. 
 
Smoking is a Double Zinger for macular  
degeneration. Not only does it increase the 
likelihood of the degeneration, but smokers 
are not able to take supplements with beta 
carotene, which has been shown to slow the 
progression of the disintegration. 
 
Macular degeneration is also more common in 
people who have a family history of such, and 
is less common in Black people than Whites. 
 
Until next time, this is all for now. “Merry 
Christmas to all, and to all a Good Night.” Stay 
cool, Stay free and God Bless. 
 
 
 
 
 
Benjamin Garcia 
Vice President 
Arizona PVA 
 
 
 



I started working 
for a non-profit 
organization 
seven years ago, 
called Iinah Iliih 
Inc. which trans-
lates to “Precious 
Life. This organi-
zation works with  
people with dis-

abilities and trains them on how to 
do silversmith art work, the training 
can help them to supplement their 
income. Iinah Iliih Inc. provides edu-
cation, job retraining, transportation 
and assistive devices as part of our 
services. Iinah Iliih Inc. became part-
ners with Thinkfirst Navajo last  
February. Thinkfirst National Injury 
Prevention Foundation emphasizes 
education as the main bulwark 
against injury. Injured members, the 
Voices for Injury Prevention, speak 
to their peers of their own injuries 
and how to prevent them. Studies 
have shown that VIPs speaking  
repeatedly to peers can reduce risky 
behaviors and fatal injuries. Founder 
Cecelia Fred and Director Arthur 
Hardy, both paraplegic individuals, 
use their unique stories and  
compelling speaking styles to  
motivate kids teens, and adult DUI  
drivers. Teaching curriculums by 
Thinkfirst are offered in a classroom 
format to influence behavior early in 
a child’s life, at 6-8 years, 9-12 and 
again at 13 – 18 years.  The VIPs 
target the school students on the  
Navajo reservation to do presenta-
tions on Injury Prevention Aware-
ness.  
I am the Director of both Thinkfirst 
Navajo and Precious Life.  Think-
first is sponsored by Navajo Health 
Promotion and Injury Prevention Pro-
grams and provides a home base for 
the Chapter, with strong community-
based administration and communi-
cation capabilities.  

Sponsoring Physicians are Dr. Chris Percy 
and Dr. Deb Waters of HIS and Dr. Bob Cro-
well, retired neurosurgeon. The Steering 
Committee has members from Injury  
Prevention, of Environmental Health, and 
community School Health. 
 
Miss America Jennifer Berry, of Tulsa, OK 
visited with youngsters during her one-day 
visit to the Navajo Nation. She had never 
been to the Navajo Nation before. Her visit 
to the Navajo Nation was arranged by the 
Office of Navajo Nation First Lady Vikki 
Shirley, who is the Four Corners spokes-
woman for Mothers Against Drunk Driving. 
She accompany Miss Berry along with Na-
vajo Nation President Joe Shirley, Jr., and 
Miss Navajo Nation 2006-2007 Jocelyn Billy. 
Miss Berry told the students the story of how 
she had become the  
national spokeswoman for the organization 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving. While in 
high school she lost a close friend to a  
alcohol-related auto crash, after six students 
had been drinking for three hours on the 
Fourth of July. It was the first time her friend 
has took a sip of alcohol. 
 
So at age 17, Miss Berry joined her local 
Chapter of Mothers Against Drunk Driving in 
her hometown to Tulsa, OK.  She was  
considered to be young to join such an  
organization, and some wondered what she 
may have known about drunk driving and 
the pain it can cause. She said that people 
are killed by a decision, not by a disease. 
Drunk driving and alcohol is still the largest 
killer of youth. It’s a very dangerous drug. 
Miss Berry challenged the students to make 
choices in their life to take them where they 
want to go, and never give up on their 
dreams or their goals.  
 

First lady Vikki Shirley told the students that 
Miss America promotes a platform of  
building Intolerance to Drunk driving and 
Underage Drinking, which is the first of its 
kind in the history of Miss America.  
 
Have a safe Holiday.  
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Have You Had 
Your  

Flu Shot Yet? 
 
Every year we hear 
about the flu  
season  and  the 
havoc it can cause 
in  people’s  lives.  
Some  scramble  to 
get  the shot,  while 

others  wonder  if  they  should  even 
bother with it. People generally get their 
flu shot in October or November to help 
protect them from the influenza season 
that peaks in February; however, those 
at a higher risk should get theirs early.  
 
Research has shown that people with 
spinal  cord  injuries  and  disorders 
(SCI&D) are at a higher risk of respira-
tory complications because injury often 
results  in  weakened  respiratory  mus-
cles, impaired cough, and less effective 
clearance of secretions. It has also been 
shown that  persons with SCI&D who 
contract influenza or pneumonia were 
37 times more likely to die of influenza 
or pneumonia than comparable individu-
als from the general population. Respi-
ratory vaccinations in this population are 
considered best practice. 
 
“The flu  is  just  like  a  bad cold.”  
FALSE 
 
Influenza (flu)  is  far  more dangerous 
than a bad cold. It’s a disease of the 
lungs, and it can lead to pneumonia. 
Each year about 114,000 people in the 
U.S are hospitalized and about 20,000 
people die because of the flu. Most who 
die are over 65 years old. But small chil-
dren less than 2 years old are as likely 
as those over 65 to have to go to the 
hospital because of the flu. 
 
“The  shot  can  give  you  the  flu.”    
FALSE 
  

Flu vaccines are made from killed influenza 
viruses. These cannot give you the flu. 
 
 
“Even if I get a flu shot, I can still get the 
flu.”    MAYBE 
 
This can happen, but the flu shot usually pro-
tects most people from the flu. However, the 
flu shot will not protect you from other viruses 
than can cause  illness that sometimes feel 
like the flu. 
 
“The side effects are worse than the flu”  
FALSE 
 
The worst side effect you’re likely to get is a 
sore arm. The risk of a rare allergic reaction is 
far less than the risk of severe complications 
from influenza. 
 
“Not everyone can take a flu shot.”  TRUE 
 
If you are allergic to eggs (used in making the 
vaccine); are very ill with a high fever; or have 
had a severe reaction to the flu vaccine in the 
past, you might not be able to get this protec-
tion. 
 
“December is too late to get a flu shot.”  
FALSE 
 
The flu shot can be given before or during the 
flu season. While the best time to get a flu 
shot is October or November, a flu shot in De-
cember or later will still protect you against the 
flu. 
 
Please talk  to  your  healthcare provider 
about getting your vaccine. 
 
Ref: Department of Health and Human  
Services  Centers  for  Disease  Control  and 
Prevention 2006 
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Desert Ice Dawgs 
Coyotes Sled Hockey 

The Desert Ice Dawgs, proud to announce 
their First Annual tournament in Scottsdale, 
Arizona. The tournament was held at the 
Alltel Ice Den which is also a practice facility 
for the Coyotes NHL, Hockey League. 
 
The First Tournament was held in the mem-
ory of our dearly departed friend Pete Clute 
who passed away earlier this year. Pete’s 
passion for the sport of sled hockey has 
been an inspiration to us all.  Pete will be 
remembered for so many things including 
his positive attitude on and off of the ice, his 
love for the sport of hockey, passion for life, 
and of course his humor. 
 

Sled Hockey 
Origin: 
Ice Sled (sledge) hockey was invented at a 
Stockholm, Sweden rehabilitation centre in 
the early 1960s by a group of Swedes who, 
despite their physical impairment, wanted to 
continue playing hockey.  The men modified 
a mental frame sled, of sledge, with two 
regular-sized ice hockey skate blades that 
allowed the puck to pass underneath.  Using 
round poles with bike handles for sticks, the 
men played without any goaltenders on a 
lake south of Stockholm. 

 
The Sport Gains Momentum: 
The sport caught on and by 1969, Stock-
holm had a five-team league that included 
physically impaired and able-bodied players.  
That same year, Stockholm hosted the first 
international ice sledge hockey match be-
tween a local club team and one from Oslo, 
Norway.  During the 1970s, teams from 
these two countries played once or twice a 
year.  Several other countries began to es-
tablish teams, including Great Britain (1981), 
Canada (1982), the U.S. (1990), Estonia 
and Japan (1993). 

 

Inclusion as a Paralympic Event: 
Two Swedish national teams played an ex-
hibition match at the inaugural Omskoldsvik 
1976 Paralympic Winter Games in Sweden.  
However, ice sledge hockey did not become 
a official event until the Lillehammer 1994 
Paralymic Winter Games.  Canada, Norway, 
Sweden, Great Britain, the U.S., Japan and 
Estonia have dominated international com-
petitions, but the sport is growing with club 
teams now established in Germany, the 
Netherlands, Denmark, the Czech Republic, 
Russia and Korea. 
 

Sled Hockey vs. Ice Hockey,  
the Differences: 

 
Instead of skates, players sit in specially de-
signed sleds. These sleds sit on top of 2 
hockey skate blades. 
 

There are 2 sticks for each player instead of 
one.  These sticks are about 1/3 the length 
of a regulation stick depending on the size 
of the player.  They also have metal pics on 
the butt end of the stick. 
 

At most rinks, the bench is inaccessible.  
Therefore, the players sit on the ice along 
the boards in front of the benches between 
the blue line and red line.  The same goes 
for penalties.  They sit in front of the penalty 
box. 
 

Reprinted from the USA Hockey Website & Phoenix  
Coyotes Sled hockey program. 
 
The Arizona Chapter PVA would also like to 
cameo Dianne Brunswick, Secretary of the 
AZ Chapter who is the only lady player on 
this team. She is Jersey #6, she plays  
Defense, she runs under the nickname of 
Little Red.  She works for the City of Phoe-
nix Parks & Recreation Dept. of Adaptive 
Recreation Service. She was introduced to 
sled hockey in 1998 and started a sled 
hockey program with the City of Phoenix in 
2001. 
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Tucson Lobos Wheelchair  
Basketball Team 

 

Lobos Part of the Community 
 

As the APVA Tucson Lobos gets ready to 
start our 5th season we plan to continue to 
be active in volunteering and outreach not 
only in the Tucson but the rest of Southern 
Arizona as well.  
 

We have worked closely with Mothers 
Against Drunk Drivers (MADD) since our  
beloved team member Brian Corrigan #55 
was killed by a drunk driver in February 
2005. Since then we have been attending 
candle light vigils and other events that  
emphasize zero tolerance towards drinking 
and driving.  Last spring MADD of Tucson 
nominated the Lobos as volunteer group of 
the year. 
 

The Lobos are working closely with DIRECT 
Center of Independent Living. During DI-
RECT’S 2005 Disability Celebration Coach 
Ray Lopez, Derek Brown, Dave Kinsey, 
Steve Caldwell, and Steve O’Brien  
performed a basketball exhibition. I had the 
pleasure to Co-Mc the event with Sami 
Hamed (Congressional Aide to Congress-
man Grijalva).  We are so very grateful for all 
the help and guidance Ann Meyer 
(Executive Director), and her entire staff 
have provided.  
 

In spring 2006 we performed exhibitions at 
the Arizona School for the Deaf and Blind, 
Sunny Side High School, Laff’s Comedy 
Club, Jacobs Park (Grand Opening of  
Milagro Disability Playground). On April 7th 
2006 Coach Ray Lopez, Kathy Mansfield, 
and Team Member Art Parsons organized 
an all day exhibition in Sierra Vista. The 
team visited elementary and middle schools 
in the town. That night the Lobo’s played the 
Buena Vista Colts High School Basketball 
Team; after giving the Colts 25 Points the 
Lobos manage to win by 1 point. 
 

On April 2nd, 2006 Coach Ray Lopez and 
Kathy Mansfield represented the Lobos at  
the Annual Cesar Chavez March. 

In June 2006, Tucson Clean and Beautiful 
dedicated a sign on behalf of the Tucson  
Lobos at the Children’s Memorial Park (The 
Park that Team Mate Brian Corrigan would 
often practice at).  The Tucson Lobos volun-
teered several hours cleaning the park and 
the 1 mile stretch of river a long the park for 
over a year. The Lobos signed a contract with 
the city that we would clean the park on a 
monthly basis. Brian’s parents Phil Corrigan 
and Pat Harding, along with Coach Ray Lo-
pez, Kathy Mansfield, and Steve Caldwell 
(Lobos Co-Captain and Brian’s Best Friend) 
were all instrumental for getting this project 
started. 
 

Also over the summer the Lobos were given a 
new home gym at the City of Tucson Parks 
and Recreation North West Center. The Lo-
bos also agreed to Co-Sponsor the University 
of Arizona Junior Athletic Wheel Chair Team 
(JAWS); this is not only a chance for the Lobo 
members to become mentors to these young 
athletes, but also a great opportunity for future 
recruitment. I would like to recognize Coach 
Ray Lopez, Assistant Coach Pete Hughes, 
Dave H.C. (Athletic Director U of A DRC), and 
everyone at the City of Tucson Parks a Rec-
reation. 
 

On October 7th the Lobos put on an expedition 
along with team members of both the Univer-
sity of Arizona Men and Women Wheelchair 
Basketball Team at the Southwestern Interna-
tional Raceway (SIR).  The Lobos had a 
chance to display their skills in front of thou-
sand of racing fans.  Special thanks go out to 
former teammate Bruce Mabry (Announcer) 
for the opportunity and exposure that he has 
given us. 
 

Finally, on behalf of all of the Lobos I want to  
express our sincere gratitude for all of the 
support and assistance that President Peter 
Quinn, Former Executive Director Joe 
Stanislawski, and the entire APVA have pro-
vided us since the very begging. We can not 
thank you enough! 
 

Sincerely, 
Bradley J. Lang 
Executive Director  
APVA Tucson Lobos  
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Honor our Veteran MIA’s, POW’s, KIA’s and all Veterans who have served 
and are serving in our Armed Services.  This unique Southwestern 
Bronze, titled ’The Forgotten Warrior’, created by Ambrose Teasyatwho 
(Navajo/Hopi) depicts the Navajo Healing Spirit Being ’Grandfather Yeii’. 
 
This 15&1/2 inch Bronze-including base-is available in a  
Limited Edition of 50 for $4500.00 each plus Shipping and 
Handling.   Payment must be US Cashiers check or US Postal 
Money Order only.  Make checks payable to Elnora or Ambrose 
Teasyatwho.  Payment must be received in full, and clear the 
Bank-allow ten business days-before shipping.  

For information, call  Elnora Teasyatwho          
La Plata, New Mexico 
Teasyatwho Gallery 
Tel:  505-326-2454 

The Forgotten Warrior 

MEMBERSHIP ALERT 
Time is running out 

 

Change in specially adapted Housing  
(SAH) Grant Law 

 

♦ One-time usage clause eliminated 
♦ Anyone  who originally used the grant before December 16, 2003 

may be eligible to use the Grant Again 
♦ You can use the difference between what you have already  
    received and the current maximum grant of $50,000.00 
♦ The Law may Change SOON 
♦ APPLY NOW 
♦ CONTACT YOU PVA SERVICE OFFICE FOR MORE  
    INFORMATION AND AN APPLICATION. 
♦ IN ARIZONA CALL:       602-627-3311 OR 
                                     1-800-795-3582 
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The Arizona Chap-
ter of Fishing Has 
No Boundaries held 
its 9th annual event 
October 21st & 22nd, 
2006, at Lake 
Pleasant, which is  
approximately 20 
miles NW of Phoe-
nix.  This year’s 
event was kind of a 
“new start” for this 
chapter, as it was 
the first event  
co-chaired by Ken Plante and Don Price (the 
2005 event had to be cancelled due to factors 
related to Hurricane Katrina.) 
 

A small, but enthusiastic, group of anglers with 
disabilities gathered together in the early  
morning sunshine, Saturday, to test their skills 
against the wily bass, bluegills and catfish  
lurking in Lake Pleasant.  A brisk wind blew 
ashore, tipping tent poles and scattering papers, 
but barely slowing our intrepid volunteers and 
participants.  The anxious anglers downed a 
breakfast snack, received their FHNB t-shirts, 
grabbed a pole and headed for the boats, eager 
to be on the water.  Excitement was high as the 
pontoon boats loaded and pulled away from the 
pier, motoring out of the bay on their quest to 
land the monster fish of Arizona. 
 

By late morning the winds subsided, the air 
warmed and a few fish took the bait.  While the 
fish bite may have been weak, the bonds of 
friendship formed on each of the boats were 
strong—the true magic of any Fishing Has No 
Boundaries event.  Most of the boats landed a 
few fish—mostly bluegills, largemouth bass and 
catfish.  Several of the event volunteers, fishing 
from shore, reported catching a few nice bass.  
Whether people reeled in a lunker or got 
skunked everyone was smiling by the end of the 
day.  Both Saturday and Sunday were nearly 
picture perfect, weather-wise.  Arizona tempera-
tures in October can be—and have been—near 
100 degrees during our event weekend.   

This year Mother Nature cooperated and gave 
us moderate temperatures in the mid 80’s. 
 

Co-Chairman, Ken Plante, organized our 
meals, and did a spectacular job.  He kept the 
menu simple, yet delicious—hamburgers, hot 
dogs, macaroni salad, chips, baked beans and 
fruit—yum!  Ken also sold numerous raffle 
tickets, secured sponsors, and kept Co-
Chairman, Don Price’s, unreliable vehicle  
running [no small feat!] 
 

We are blessed to have the continued support 
of the AZ National Guard, thanks to SSGT. 
Mathew Sabatina.  He and his medical unit 
show up every year, providing emergency 
coverage, setting 
up tents, loading 
boats, and basi-
cally making the 
event work.  We 
couldn’t do it with-
out the incredibly 
hard-working men 
and women of the 
Guard, and we 
thank them from the bottom of our heart. 
 

Chapter Treasurer, Toby Clement, lined up an 
incredible raffle for this year’s event.  We had 
many wonderful give away prizes, as well as 
some popular raffle items.  Toby has been  
instrumental in getting sponsorship from  
Angler’s United, and several other businesses 
around town. 
 

Dan Koston, our chapter Secretary, secured 
funding from the AZ Chapter of Paralyzed  
Veterans of America [APVA.], again, this year.  
Unfortunately, we didn’t have very many  
veterans participate;  something we plan to 
correct in future events. 
 

Overall, the 2006 FHNB, AZ event has to be 
considered a great success:  fish were caught, 
friendships were formed, the weather  
cooperated, the food was tasty, and smiles 
were plentiful.  What more could we ask for?! 
 

We send a great big THANK YOU out to all of 
our participants, volunteers and sponsors.  
Fishing Has No Boundaries, Arizona Chapter 
appreciates each and every one of you! 

Fishing Has No Boundaries, Arizona—2006  

By Donald Price, Co-Chairman Fishing Has No Boundaries, Arizona Chapter 

Tom Barnhill caught a big one 
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CHARITY TAX CREDITS CAN SUPPORT YOUR  

ARIZONA CHAPTER,  

PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA PROGRAMS! 

The state of Arizona offers a Charity Tax Credit program, where families can donate money to the 
APVA that can be specifically spent on the Chapters programs, such as funding the APVA sports pro-
gram. The Arizona Chapter sends novices to the National Veterans Wheelchair Games held once a year 
in different parts of the United States. The Arizona Chapter also helps fund Wheelchair Basketball, 
Over the Line softball, Trap Shoots, and many more athletic endeavors for the spinal cord/d injured. 
The Chapter also has a Prosthetics Program that covers areas such as a lending closet, or we just give 
donated wheelchairs, shower equipment, crutches, walkers exercise equipment, bedding, blankets ect. to 
individuals in need. These are some of the many programs that the APVA needs funding with. 

This is a win/win situation: the Arizona Chapter's programs will get help with funding, and the amount 
donated can be used as a tax credit for you the tax payer. Each year Arizona taxpayers are entitled to a 
$200.00 tax credit on their state taxes by sending a check to a qualifying non-profit organization. The 
Arizona Chapter, Paralyzed Veterans of America is a qualifying 501(C) (3) charity. A check for 
$200.00 or $300.00 if filing jointly must be received at the Chapter office on or before December 31, 
2006 to qualify for this tax break. 

Think about this for a minute, you will be helping your Chapter and also helping yourself during 
the up coming tax season. Don't delay; December 31st will be here before you realize it. 

This information is for reference only.  Please check with your tax preparer to see if you are  

eligible to take advantage of this tax credit 

 

  
The First Ever Tucson Lobo Invitational Tourney 

 

The Tourney was held on October 21, 2006 at the North-West Recreation Center in Tucson, 
sponsored by the Arizona Chapter, PVA.  The Games started at 9am and finished at 4pm. The 
invited teams included both Men’s and Women’s University of Arizona Wheelchair Basketball 
Teams and Two Men’s teams that are under the Phoenix Banner Sun’s guidance. 
 

Game 1: Matched the Tucson Lobos vs. the UofA  Men’s team.  The UofA team is a powerhouse 
of athletes that are attending the UofA on athletic scholarships, had little trouble beating the  
Lobos, but the Lobos fought hard and were proud of their efforts. 
 

Game 5: Tucson Lobos vs. Phoenix Men Team A:  In what many thought was going to be an 
easy game for Phoenix, Tucson Proved them wrong.  The game had 6 lead changes, and was 
going to be tight right down to the finish when yours truly, Pete Hughes of the Lobos fouled out!  
Phoenix went on to win by 5! 
 
The Tourney was a real hit with all the teams as there were sandwiches served with Eggees  
frozen drink and all that where there had a great time.         
                  

 by Peter Hughes, Assistant Coach 
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Lending Closet 
 

The Arizona Chapter has a prosthetics 
Lending closet.  For a small donation 
you can acquire a power wheelchair, a 
chair lift for your car or truck, a manual 
wheelchair, shower equipment, alumi-
num walkers, canes, crutches. We have 
just acquired a Barrier Free Uni Lift. We 
also have Hoyer Lifts (manual & electric) 
 
Do not hesitate to call the Chapter office 
if you are in need of any type of  
equipment. We may have just what you 
need. 

602-244-9168 

FOR SALE 
 

I have a “ top of the line” 
Handicapped van for sell and I will go out 
of my way to make it a GREAT Deal for a 
PVA individual that needs hand controls to 
drive and wheelchair (power or manual) 

entry to the van.  The vet can drive from a 
wheelchair (Easy Lock mechanism) or 
transfer to the normal Driver’s seat to 
drive.  In approximately a month if not 

sold, I will place it on consignment and the 
price will go up greatly 

 

Call Hal  at 480-895-6705 
Email—hwoch@bhsi.net  

 

2002 Chrysler Town & Country Limited 
(Extras) YMI North Star Conversion  

 

Original Price $54,000 

 My  name is David Helfand I have over 20 
years experience as a care provider more 
than 10 of which has been caring for quadri-
plegic Disabled Veterans I would like to  
interview to be your care provider  

if you need assistance please call me  
480-206-1369      



When What Where Who 

February 20 
2007 

APVA Board of Directors 
Meeting 

Veterans Home 
3rd St & Indian School 

Pat Beran 
602-244-9168 

March 20 
2007 

APVA Board of Directors 
Meeting 

Veterans Home 
3rd St & Indian School 

Pat Beran 
602-244-9168 

April 14th 
2007 

 
MS Walk on the Wild Side 

 
Phoenix Zoo 

Benjamin  
Garcia 

602-244-9168 
April 14th 

2007 
Over the Line 

2nd Annual Tournament  
 

TBD 
Gary Hershey 
623-209-0311 

April 21st 
2007 

Barrier Buster  
Awards Luncheon 

Sheraton Crescent 
 Hotel 

I-17 & Dunlap Ave 

Pat Beran 
602-244-9168 

January 16 
2007 

APVA Board of Directors 
Meeting 

Veterans Home 
3rd St & Indian School 

Pat Beran 
602-244-9168 

2005-2006 Calendar of Events 
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Casa Grande - 3-bedroom, 2-bath accessible home.  New tile, carpeting and new appliances including 
washer and dryer,  two car garage and RV parking.  Large lot with room for a pool.  Owner will do a 
lease purchase.  See visual tour of home on Realtor.com - Patty Stelton, Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage 480-451-1000.  $350,000 
 

 

ACCESSIBLE HOUSE for SALE by OWNER, EL MIRAGE, ARIZONA   
1832 square feet.  4 Bdrm, 2 Bath, Great Room, Family Room/Loft, 2 Car Garage w/automatic opener.  
Master Bed/Bath downstairs.  Huge wheelchair accessible roll in shower.  Ramp in front entryway.  
Spacious backyard w/ beautiful landscape.  Built 2002.  Exceptionally clean, non smoking environment.  
Refrigerator, dishwasher, stove included w/lots of upgrades.  Close to lots of shopping.   

IMMEDIATE MOVE IN!  $248,900.00  Call 623-933-8821 

3-bedroom, 3-baths totally energy efficient home with frame wall, 2 layers of sheeting, one plywood, 
one insulated sheet veneer with slump block. Utilities are very low.  Cold air returns in floor.  Has a roll-
in shower, wide halls and doorways.  Accessible kitchen and diving pool with roll-in ramp.  Across the 
street from park which is accessible.   Oversized garage, circular drive and R.V. parking.  Near  the 51.  
$475.500. call agent for more info 480-451-1000 Patty Stelton 

 
Any questions, or if you would like to add to the calendar please call the office at 

602-244-9168  
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December 
 John Mitchell  Robert Payne  
 William Mooney  Clifton Walker  
 Richard Kelly  Robert Vomocil  
 Gerald Feinholtz  Mario DeAcetis  
 Anthony Mangine  Thomas Lopeman  
 Ralph Heiser-  Guillermo Chacon  
 Erica Hockings  Lloyd Dalbeck  
 Paul Cartter  Kenneth Taylor  
 John Mollica  Robert Rose  
 Antonia Broten  Dennis Olp  
 Toby Clement  Joe Curtin  
 Carlos Moleda  Christopher Verdi  
 James McCammon James Mangan  
 Joy VanVeen  William Harding III  
 Bernard LyFord  Daniel Mardis  
 Hermey Shultz  Charles Anderson  
 Steven O'Brien  Melissa Johnson  
Christopher Romero        John Parker  

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
from  

The Arizona Chapter 
 

The Arizona Chapter voting membership stands at 528 as of December 2005. 
 

National and APVA records show our voting membership as:   
295- Service Connected           233 - Non-Service Connected   

 

The Arizona Chapter encourages each of our members to contact the Chapter and let us know 
how you are doing, and if we can help you in any way.  If you know of any of our members who 
have passed away, or if you have an address/phone change, please contact the Chapter as soon 
as possible. Also, if you would like to receive the Desert Oracle Newsletter by e-mail, please call or 
e-mail the office with your e-mail address. 
 

Do you know a veteran with spinal cord dysfunction who isn’t a member of the APVA?   
Let us know at the Chapter office by calling  

602-244-9168 or 1-800-621-9217 e-mail: azpva@azpva.org 
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