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 Hey people. Now is the 
real welcome to summer, 
and I do just want to wish 
all of you people a safe, 
happy and wonderful 
summer. 
 

Yes we all know that 
summer is probably the 
thing draws most of the 
tourists to the Valley of 

the Sun, but we’ve still got to protect  
ourselves from those harmful, yet welcome 
rays of heat on our skin, and our eyes. 
 

I’ve always said when speaking to those from 
outside of our Phoenix borders, “but it’s a dry 
heat!” Well, so is an oven, and you won’t 
find me getting into one of them, not  
willingly anyway. 
 

Well, I read this article in a HealthBeat  
newsletter, put out by John C. Lincoln Hospi-
tal, and edited by Susan Coffroth, for July/
August 2008. It makes a lot of sense to me, 
and I’d advise you all to take heed as well. 
Sun Protection, Learn the Basics to Stay 
Healthy in Summers Heat  
 

“But it’s a dry heat.” 
That’s the standard comeback used by  
anybody trying to sell Phoenix during the 
summer. And a dry heat it is. But 110 degrees 
is still hot, regardless of the humidity levels. 
 

Ask Kevin Veale, DO, FACEP. Dr. Veale is 
an emergency physician who treats people 
suffering from the results of that “dry heat” 
starting in early spring and continuing late in 
to the fall. 
 

Dr. Veale and colleagues in the emergency 
department of John C. Lincoln North Moun-
tain and Deer Valley hospitals offer advice to 
help stay out of trouble during the valleys 
hottest months. “The very old and very young 
are most vulnerable to the heat.” He pointed 
out. “Teach your children these habits to stay 
healthy during summer,” he said. They are 
never too young to learn the basics of staying 
healthy here in the desert.” 
 

Stay hydrated. Drink plenty of fluids, avoid 
alcohol and caffeine. Offer water to children 
and pets frequently. Carry water in your car 
and to any event you attend. 
  

Use sunscreen. Apply is according to package  
directions-before you are exposed to the sun, and  
reapply it as directed. Pay special attention to the tops 
of your ears, where skin is especially vulnerable to sun 
damage. Read directions and consult a pharmacist to 
find one safe for children. 
 

Know your risks. Be aware that some medications, 
including sulfa drugs and some acne medications, 
make users especially vulnerable to sunburn. St. John’s 
wort and other over-the-counter prescriptions also can 
increase sun sensitivity. Read labels and consult your 
pharmacist to learn more. The young, the elderly and 
the chronically ill have less ability to deal with heat 
and its effects. 
 

Wear sunglasses and a hat. Protecting your eyes 
against the sun’s glare will help prevent cataracts. The 
hat will help shade the eyes and keep the sun off the 
scalp and ears. 
 

Stay inside during the hottest hours of the day. Plan 
your errands and recreation for early morning and  
evening hours. During the middle of the day, the sun is 
at its hottest. 
 

Watch for snakes. Teach your kids to watch where 
they walk, and to never reach under a rock or  
anywhere they cannot see. Rattlesnakes blend into 
their surroundings, and they can be hard to see. They 
can be found in desert landscaping as well as more 
“civilized” areas near bird feeders and potted plants. 
Teach children that snakes are to be left alone.  
ALWAYS. A snake bite requires quick treatment by 
medical professionals. Keep the victim calm and still, 
and call 9-1-1. 
 

Never leave a child of a pet in a vehicle. Tempera-
tures soar within minutes in an enclosed vehicle.  
 

Know the signs of heat stress and take measures to 
treat it before it progresses. You’ve heard the terms 
heat stress, heat exhaustion and heat stroke. Watch for 
signs of heat stress –a rapid heard hate, muscle cramps, 
extreme fatigue, flushed cheeks, nausea. When they 
occur, find a way to cool down. Stop physical activity; 
drink cool water or Gatorade, get out of the sun and 
pour cool water on the head and neck. If the person 
stops sweating, has difficulty breathing, shows signs of 
confusion or alters consciousness, call 9-1-1. Heat 
stress is an early sign of trouble. Left untreated, if can 
progress to heat exhaustion and heat stroke. Heat 
stroke is an emergency that can lead to brain damage 
and death.  

 
Thank you once again to the editorial staff of the 
Health Beat newsletter for their contribution of this 
information. 
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 July brings the Chap-
ter to the National Vet-
eran’s Wheelchair 
Games. We will be 
sending 20 athletes; 6 
of those are novices. 
Our athletes will win 
more than their fair 
share of medals and 

accolades while making the Arizona 
Chapter proud. What will stand out even 
larger are the efforts by individuals such 
as Sports Director John Tuzzolino who 
spends a better part of the year gathering 
donations and new recruits for the 
games. We can’t express our gratitude at 
the amazing work that the “Southern  
Arizona Athletes” led by Joe Chitty and 
Steve Hymers have done this year. Larry 
Lattomus provided the Chapter with a 
great grant opportunity from the City of 
Marana that really paid off for this year’s 
games. The generosity of these four  
gentlemen in donating their time and  
personal assets is what makes all of PVA 
so great. 
 
The best is yet to come as all three  
Arizona hospitals have agreed to  
additional fundraising opportunities for 
those athletes who go to the games. The 
Tucson VA as usual has assisted with 
funding with the Omaha games and we 
want to thank Deborah Berkshire, John 
Lawrence and Karen Gialle. The Phoenix 
VA is a strong supporter this year and we 
would like to thank Paula Pedene, Sheila 
Parker and Brenda Walker. We look  
forward to new endeavors as we develop 
our point system.  We are sponsoring 3 
novices from the Prescott VA with their 
assistance and we would like to thank 
Paula Moran for her help at VAVS and 
for assisting as our fourth coach. We also 
wish to thank Allison Kitchens the SCI/D 
Social Worker in Prescott for kick starting 
the Prescott VA’s renewed interest in the  
The National Veterans Wheelchair 
Games.  Allison will be going as a  
Chapter representative to the Omaha 
Games this year. 
 

The Arizona PVA now has 2 trained VLOs. Vice 
President Gordon H. Moye is now overseeing 
the volunteer program he has been developing 
in Prescott and supporting Diego Suazo’s  
program at the Phoenix VA.  While Phoenix 
holds the largest number of VA identified  
potential members, Prescott and Tucson have 
been working through their volunteers to provide 
up to date information on hospital issues. This 
increased presence at our three facilities is our 
attempt to get back into PVA’s primary  
business, healthcare. If you have an issue or 
even just a question please contact your  
clinics’s Social Worker or call the Service Office 
at 1-800-795-3582. 
 
The 3rd Annual Pow Wow is on for August 9 th 
and Savannah Hardy has found a terrific facility 
in Chinle, AZ. The Air Conditioning is cold. The  
facility is definitely wheelchair friendly and we 
have plenty of room for venders and the radio 
station will have a great spot to broadcast from. 
We would like to express our appreciation for all 
the support of the Hardy Family and the  
employees at the community center. We are  
expecting more dancers and more spectators. 
Last year and we had over 400 people in the 
Window Rock facility. We are hoping more  
veterans will stop by this year’s function to visit 
with their National Service Officer, Marco Rossi 
who seems to be a regular at Navajo Nation 
events. This event and Marco’s presents has 
led to the June training of Navajo Veteran  
Service Officers in Albuquerque, NM by PVA 
National. There are over 8,000 veterans that live 
on the Navajo Nation Lands and they are  
woefully underserved due to the lack of  
education on veteran’s benefits; confusion on 
which VA Medical Center they can use and a 
lack of transportation. The Pow Wow serves as 
a great ice breaker and a neutral place to  
introduce our help to these veterans. 
 
It’s Arizona; it’s hot; be safe and keep hydrated. 
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Some updates for the  
Arizona members 

 
For FY 2009, the Budget Resolution  
approved by Congress provides approxi-
mately $48.2 billion in total discretionary 
funding.  The majority of this discretion-
ary funding goes to veterans health-care 
programs. 
 
In June the staff from Washington, D.C., 
Art Hardy, the Arizona National Director, 
Marco Rossi the National Service Officer 
from Arizona, Jean Dougherty and Craig 
Stewart from the Albuquerque SCI Cen-
ter hosted training with the Navajo Nation 
Veterans Administration for two days in 
Albuquerque, NM. The Veterans Benefit 
representatives from PVA National did an 
excellent job in training the Navajo  

Service Officers. There were a lot of is-
sues that needed to be addressed, and 
this training was very beneficial. 

 

 

 

Our 3rd AnnualPow-Wow is schedule for August 
9, 2008 in Chinle, Arizona on the Navajo Nation. I 
went to the community center in Chinle to ensure 
that the building was accessible, and it was. 

I will be traveling to Portland, Oregon for PVA An-
nual Convention in August. 

 

Navajo Rug 
This might be of interest since the Pow- Wow will 
be in Chinle, Arizona. 

 

There is a spire-like rock formation in the Canyon  
de Chelley National Monument near Chinle, Ari-
zona on the Navajo Reservation that is named 
"Spider Rock". A plaque at the view point tells of 
the traditional  
legend of Spider Rock and the beginning of  
weaving among the Navajo people. 
 
"First Man and First Woman were taught how to 
weave by two of the Holy People. Spider Man told 
them how to make a loom and Spider Woman 
told how to weave on it. 

The loom's cross poles were made of sky and 
earth cords, the warp sticks of the sun rays, the 
heads of rock crystal and sheet lightening, the 
batten of sun's halo, and the comb of white shell. 
 
The four spindles were made of zigzag lightning 
with a cannel coal whorl, flash lightening with a 
turquoise whorl, sheet lightning with an abalone 
whorl, and a rain streamer with a white shell 
whorl." 

I hope you all had a great Fourth of July... 

Center Marco Rossi, PVA NSO 
Bottom right Jean Dougherty 
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On May 30 - June 1, 2008 the Arizona PVA  
Desert Classic was held at Clicks Billiards in 
Phoenix, Arizona. His event was the fourth  
official event of the second season of the  
PVA/NWPA National Wheelchair Billiards  
Tournament Series and it was the first NWPA 
sanctioned event to be held in Arizona in many 
years. The field consisted of eighteen pool  
players who signed up to compete for awards 
and prizes. There were seven players from the 
Phoenix area and eleven players who traveled 
quite a distance. In fact, four players traveled all 
the way from the United Kingdom approximately 
10,000 miles round trip) to compete in this 
event. 
 
The staff at Clicks Billiards openly welcomed the 
NWPA and its players to Phoenix and they 
helped us run a tournament which was  
essentially free from external interruption. This 
event would not be possible without their hard 
work and support. The NWPA extends its  
appreciation to the staff and General Manager, 
Shane Stevens. This great place to play billiards 
is available anytime one is in the Phoenix area 
and it is conveniently located within one mile of 
Phoenix’s Sky Harbor International Airport. 
 
The Tournament Director for the event was 
Shawn Interrante. Shawn did an excellent job in 
organizing this event on site, with both  
tournament events running very efficiently. 
Tournament Coordinator duties leading up to 
the event were shared between Bob Calderon, 
Ken force and myself. Bob and Ken deserve 
thanks for all their hard work leading up to the 
event. 
 
Following the players meeting, a special feature 
was added to the Arizona PVA Desert 9-Ball 
Classic, which made for a truly unique  
experience for an NWPA sanctioned event. 
Courtesy of Arizona PVA member, Homer 
Townsend,  

bounties were assigned to five players in the 
event. Other players could collect these  
bounties by defeating one or more of these five 
players during the course of tournament play. 
Each bounty victory was worth $100.00 dollars, 
with a total of $1,000.00 in bounties up for the 
taking. The only way a player could collect their 
own bounty was to win the Main event and they 
would have to go undefeated throughout the 
event to collect both their assigned bounties. 
Prior to the tournament draw, the bounties were 
assigned to Aaron Aragon, Bill Frisby, Bob 
Calderon, Craig Welsh, and Jeff Dolezal. Once 
tournament play began, Danny Luton collected 
the first bounty by defeating Jeff Dolezal (7-4) in 
the first round. Danny would go on to collect 
three more bounties by defeating Craig Welsh 
once (7-4) and Bill Frisby, twice (7-6) and (7-5). 
Bill Frisby captured one bounty on the no-loss 
side, with a victory over bob Calderon (7-4).  
Allen Topel was able to collect three bounties in 
three very close matches on the one-loss side 
of the tournament chart, by defeating Dolezal 
(7-5), Welsh (7-6) and Calderon (7-6). 
 
In the tournament’s Main Event, Aaron Aragon, 
from Lake Elsinore, California went undefeated 
to claim the “hot seat” with a (7-5) win over 
Danny Luton. Aragon was clearly determined to 
be the only player to collect his own bounties. 
On the one-loss side, Bill Frisby spoiled Mick 
Langley’s tournament day (7-4). Langley  
finished the event tied for 5/6 th with Allen Topel, 
who finally fell to Matt Duffy in a closely fought 
hill-hill match. Duffy and Frisby faced off to  
determine who would finish with 4 th place  
honors. Duffy claimed the 4 th place slot after 
Frisby pushed passed him by winning their 
match (7-4). On the tournament’s final day, a 
Frisby/Luton rematch was played, with Luton 
once again managing to hold off Frisby’s charge 
(7-5). Bill Frisby finished the Main Event in 3 rd 
place. 
 
 

Arizona PVA 9-Ball Classic 
By Jeff Dolezal 
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With both of Frisby’s bounties notched neatly 
onto his cue stick, Luton was set for the 
championship match against Aragon.  
Unfortunately for Luton, Aragon was in  
dead stroke during the final match, playing 
nearly perfect. With the score two games to 
one in his favor, Aragon managed to run out 
the rack and then completed three break and 
run outs in the same inning. When Luton 
was finally allowed to return to the table, he 
was facing a deficit of 6 games to 1. Aaron 
Aragon went on to win this game and claim 
his first PVA/NWPA Tournament Series title; 
in addition to his own two bounties. Danny 
Luton finished in 2nd place. 
 
In the Second Flight Event, Larry Falk, a  
local player from Tempe, AZ. Defeated Jeff 
Dolezal in a tough two-set final match. 
Dolezal, who had to defeat Falk twice to 
claim the title, due to an early round loss, 
won the first set (5-2). Falk was determined 
to be victorious and fought hard in the  
second set. With the score 4 games to 2, in 
Falk’s favor, Dolezal committed a ball-in-
hand foul with four balls remaining. Falk 
pocketed the first three balls easily and left 
himself with a long, but very makeable cut 
shot on the 9 ball. As he addressed the cue 
ball, it was obvious that was nervous and 
shaking, with the championship just one shot 
within his grasp. He managed to fight 
through his nervousness and sunk the 9 ball 
in the corner pocket. This shot gave Falk the 
set (5-2) and with it, he claimed the Second 
Flight Championship. Larry Falk’s first place 
finish in this event was impressive, since he 
was playing in his first sanctioned wheelchair 
pool tournament. Jeff Dolezal and Charles 
Interrante took home 2nd place and 3 rd  place 
respectively. 
 
The success of the PVA/NWPA National 
Wheelchair Billiards Tournament Series is 
dependant upon the support of its sponsors 
and those of the PVA and NWPA. The 
NWPA is proud to recognize Viking Cue 
Manufacturing Inc., Sports Fan Products, 
LLC and the Billiard Congress of America. In 
addition, special thanks to Homer Townsend  

for contributing the bounties for this event, which 
added an extra element of excitement. 
 
Main Event Results 
1st Aaron Aragon (23 Viking Points); 2nd Danny 
Luton (20 pts.); 3rd  Bill Frisby (19 pts.); 4 th Matt 
Duffy (18 pts.); 5/6 th  (16 pts. each); Mick Langley 
& Allen Topel; 7/8 th (14 pts. Each) Terry Guess & 
Craig Welsh; 9-12th (12 pts. each) Bob Calderon, 
Toby Clement, Larry Falk & Charles Interrante; 
13-16th (10 pts. each) Jeff Dolezal, Victor Gri-
maldi, Dan Koston & Diego Suazo; 17-18th (8 pts. 
each) Jon Bostic & David Miller 
 
 
Second Flight Event Results 
1st Larry Falk; 2nd Jeff Dolezal; 3 rd  Charles  
Interrante; 4 th Bob Calderon; 5/6 th Toby Clement 
& Victor Grimaldi; 7/8 th Jon Bostic & David Miller;  
9-10th Dan Koston & Diego Suazo 

ATTENTION 
Anyone Interested in complimentary 
tickets to various events around the  
Valley such as Diamond Backs, 
Coyotes, Harlem Globetrotters, Ice 
Shows, Concerts ect.  Please send 
the Arizona Chapter your e-mail  
address, and when tickets are  
available, you will be e-mailed on 
what event is available and where to 
pick your tickets up. 
 
This is just one way we want to 
show our appreciation to our  
Members and Friends. Send your  
e-mail address to pats@azpva.org. 
to be put on the list. 



Once again, The Arizona Chapter held it’s  
Annual Board of Director’s Meeting and BBQ at 
the Prescott VA on the Ramada. The Meeting it’s 
self didn’t last but about 15 minutes. A few of our 
BOD members either couldn’t  make it up the hill 
or had emergencies out of town.  
Therefore, no quorum!   
 

Let the Party Begin….. 
 
Clarence Threatt, again was our Chief BBQ Guy. 
This year he made up some of his special secret 
sauce for the roasted pork and roasted beef. That 
was the best. Thanks Clarence!  We also served 
up “Chicken  Brats”  with all the fix’ins. And of 
course the all time favorite Watermelon. 
 
As we all know the temperature in Prescott is the 
best in June. Unlike Phoenix metro, where we 
don’t even want to see what the outside world 
looks like in the middle of the day. 
 
Allison Kitchens with the help of the VA Grounds 
Keepers set up canopies so we would all be 
shaded, as you can see in a few of the pictures.  
She also arranged for a Band for entertainment.  
The band was excellent in their arrangement of 
music, there was quite a lot of people singing 
along. A few even thought they were “Rock Stars”.  
 
Thanks Allison, you are the best hostess!! 
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What motivates you? That's the question I'd like to ask in this inaugural column on motivation. Are you 
motivated by fame, fortune or fear. Or is it something deeper that fans the flames inside of you. 

Perhaps you are like Jeanne Louise Calment whose burning desire enabled her to do something that no 
other human being has done before.  A feat so spectacular that it generated headlines around the globe, 
got her a role in a motion picture, and landed her in the Guinness Book of World Records. A record that 
has yet to be beaten.  Jeanne Louise, however, did not initially motivate herself. It was someone else who 
drew the line in the sand. But, it became a line she was determined to cross. 

In motivation we talk about getting outside of one's comfort zone. It is only when we are uncomfortable 
that we begin to get motivated.  Usually to get back into our comfort zone as quickly as possible. 

Born into the family of a middle-class store owner, Calment was firmly entrenched in her comfort zone. At 
age 21 she married a wealthy store owner and lived a life of leisure. She pursued her hobbies of tennis, 
the opera, and sampling France's famous wines.  Over the years she met Impressionist painter Van 
Gogh; watched the erection of the Eiffel Tower; and attended the funeral of Hunchback of Notre Dame, 
author, Victor Hugo.  Twenty years after her husband passed away, she had reached a stage in life 
where she had pretty much achieved everything that she was going to achieve. Then along came a law-
yer. The lawyer made Jeanne Louise a proposition. She accepted it. He thought he was simply making a 
smart business deal. Inadvertently he gave her a goal. It took her 30 years to achieve it, but achieve it 
she did. 

Are you willing to keep your goals alive for 30 years? At what point do you give up? Thomas Edison never 
gave up, instead he said, "I have not failed. I've just found 10,000 ways that won't work." Winston Chur-
chill during the bleakest hours of World War II kept an entire country motivated with this die-hard convic-
tion: "We shall defend our Island, whatever the cost may be, we shall fight on the beaches... in the fields 
and in the streets... we shall never surrender." 

Many of us give up too soon because we set limits on our goals.  Achieving a goal begins with determina-
tion. Then it's just a matter of our giving them attention and energy. 

When Jeanne Louise was 92 years old, attorney François Raffray, age 47, offered to pay her $500 per 
month (a fortune in 1967) for the rest of her life, if she would leave her house to him in her will. 

According to the actuarial tables it was a great deal. Here was an heir-less woman who had survived her 
husband, children, and grandchildren. A woman who was just biding her time with nothing to live for. That 
is until Raffray came along and offered up the "sucker- bet" that she would soon die. It was motivation 
enough for Jeanne, who was determined to beat the lawyer. Thirty years later, Raffray became the 
"sucker" when he passed away first at age 77. 

When asked about this by the press, Calment simply said, "In life, one sometimes make bad deals." Hav-
ing met her goal, Jeanne passed away five months later. But on her way to this end, she achieved some-
thing else: at 122 years old, she became the oldest person to have ever lived. 

In future articles we'll examine further the ways in which motivation works. How to motivate ourselves, our 
employees, customers, volunteers, friends, loved ones and children. I would like to get your feedback on 
which of these areas of motivation are of most interest to you.  I’d also like to hear your stories of how you 
may have overcome adversity and what pushed you to go the distance. Please email me with your sug-
gestions and stories.  Robert Evans Wilson, Jr. is a motivational speaker and humorist. He works with 
companies that want to be more competitive and with people who want to think like innovators. For more 
information on Robert's programs please visit www.jumpstartyourmeeting.com. 



News from Tucson 
 
The SCI Clinic at Tucson VA has again gone through some staff changes that I want to bring you 
all up to date on. Dr Jaskar has retired as of the end of April. Dr Holly Ahner is now the SCI MD. 
She has been the Geriatric Primary Care physician for many years here in our same clinic area so 
she may look very familiar to you all. Dr Ahner has had SCI National Training and is available to 
see patients on Thursday afternoons plus as a consult other times. Dr Ahner and I will coordinate 
our leave times so there will always be someone available to see the SCI patients during the 
week. You will all soon see that Dr Ahner is both an extremely knowledgeable physician and just 
as importantly extremely kind and caring professional. 
 
 We also now have Adam Sweeney as our SCI SW/Coordinator. Adam has replaced Shaun Rudh 
who is concentrating on Polytrauma patients. Adam now has the office directly next to my office so 
he is close by and available to see SCI patients every day during clinic hours. Adam has also been 
to SCI National training this year and both he and Dr Ahner will be going to San Diego SCI Center 
for additional training this fall. Adam will be handling all social work concerns but in addition will be 
coordinating all the transfers to the SCI Centers from now on. So when you have questions, prob-
lems, concerns about your trip to San Diego or Albuquerque or Long Beach please call Adam 
Sweeney at 520-792-1450 x 5750. You can meet Adam next time you have a clinic appt and you 
will see he is a fantastic addition to the SCI team . He insists on having an open door policy so if 
you have a question or problem that is not medical in nature please feel free to stop by Adam’s 
office and see if he is available.  
 
 By now most of you have met our new LPN LaTanya Cotton but we all call her Tanya. Tanya re-
placed Tina in the SCI clinic this year and she is already an invaluable nurse and friend to the SCI 
patients. Both Cindy and Tanya will triage your concerns as needed and often will follow up with 
phone calls to check on you at home. Continue to call the SCI clinic at 520-792-1450 x 5347 and 
ask for Cindy or Tanya with any medical concerns. If they are busy you may get the phone mes-
sage machine but this is checked regularly and you will get a call back in a timely fashion.  
 
Never fear ---- With all these changes I am still here as your primary care provider. But as times 
change we have changed to make an even stronger , better SCI team to serve you now and in the 
future.  
 
Even as I write this we are almost ready to head off to Omaha Nebraska for the 28th National Vet-
erans Wheelchair games. This year the Arizona team is truly a statewide team with 19 total ath-
letes participating, including 11 from Tucson, 5 from Phoenix and 3 from Prescott. We have 6 nov-
ices total who will attend for the first time. We have 4 coaches, attendants and family also going 
and as usual, all of them will help out to make this year another successful games experience for 
Az. I will write more after Omaha to let you know how we did. Wish us well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               
              ………...Karen Gialle NP SCI SAVAHCS 
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Berkshire’s Bits & Pieces----- 
 
 
(1).     VA Form 4140 (sent out to the veteran’s who receive compensation for Individual  
Unemployablility (I.U.)--when the vet receives it, COMPLETE IT ASAP!!!!!   It’s simple, check “no” 
if you haven’t worked that particular year, sign and date at bottom of form and send it back (thru 
PVA) for submittal to VA. 
 
(2).   Always send anything you wish to go to the VA thru PVA for submittal to VA. 
 
(3).   Widows, please do not cash the last check issued for the month of veteran’s death.  You 
will be reimbursed an identical amount check make out to you.    Contact PVA ASAP after  
veteran’s death so that we may get the process going for DIC/Death Pension, burial  
reimbursement, etc. 
 
(4).   Pension—Need to have service at least 1 day during war time, must have low income.  
You may subtract UMEX (supply a list of unreimbursed medical expenses) from income in order to 
lower income to meet limit. Incomes considered are SS, SSD and pension from other employers, 
etc.  (SSI (welfare) is not considered as income) 
 
(5).   VA Form 119 (form VA completes when the vet calls VA directly)—if the vet would call PVA 
first or instead, it would save VA time; and, therefore, more time to put into getting claims  
completed. PVA phone # 602-627-3311 or 1-800-795-3582 
 
(6).  Remember, if you sign a VA Form 21-22 (POA) with another organization, you will  
AUTOMATICALLY no longer be represented by PVA before the VA.  A veteran can only be  
represented by one individual service organization at a time.   When the VA receives a newly 
signed POA, it automatically cancels out the present one in the veteran’s file.  If we don’t hold your 
POA, we can’t get into the VA computer and check on your present status. 
 

Contributed by Jackie Berkshire, PVA Service Office 
3333 N Central Ave Suite 1055 

Phoenix, AZ 85012 

Adaptive Housing 
 

The current housing slump has seen many issues effect the buying potential of disabled  
veterans. No longer will a conventional loan company finance needed adaptive changes in a  
recently purchased home. VA loans were spurned as too slow and too costly. Well times have 
changed and depending on your disability status and your VA category ; the VA loan is again 
competitive. You can contact the VA Special Adapted Housing Agent or the VA Regional Loan 
Center. The toll free number is 1-800-827-1000.  
 
Veterans who want to make inquires about adaptive housing grants, HISA Grants or even  
adaptive automobile grants; you should contact our local National Service Officers. For local 
Phoenix residents call 602-244-9168. The toll free number is 1 -800-795-3582. Office hours are 
9am to 5pm , Monday thru Friday.  Please leave a message if they are helping other veterans 
and they will return your call promptly.  



When What Where Who 

 
August 9th 

2008 

 
Pow Wow 

 
Chinle, AZ 

Pat 
602-244-9168 

 
August 19,  

2008 

 
BOD Meeting  

Phoenix AZPVA Office 

 
8126 N 23rd Ave, Ste J 

Phoenix, AZ 

 
Pat 

602-244-9168 

 
August 21-24 

2008 

 
AZSCIA Retreat  

in the Pines 

 
Whispering Hope 

Ranch, 
Payson, AZ 

 
AZSCI 

602-239-5929 

 
September 16, 

2008 

 
BOD Meeting  

Phoenix AZPVA Office 

 
8126 N 23rd Ave, Ste J 

Phoenix, AZ 

 
Pat 

602-244-9168 

 
January  

2009 

 
BOD Meeting  

Phoenix AZPVA Office 

 
8126 N 23rd Ave, Ste J 

Phoenix, AZ 

 
Pat 

602-244-9168 

 
July 15th 

2008 

 
BOD Meeting  

 

 
8126 N 23rd Ave, Ste J 

Phoenix, AZ 

 
Pat 

602-244-9168 

 
October 18 

2008 

BOD Meeting 
& Picnic/BBQ in 

Marana, AZ 

 
Ora Mae Harn 

Park 

 
Pat 

602-244-9168 

    

 
February 

2009 

 
AZPVA 

Trap Shoot 

 
Red Mountain 

Trap & Skeet Club 

 
Pat 

602-244-9168 

 
December 18, 

2008 

 
Christmas Party 

3333 N Central Ave 
Suite 1055 

Phoenix, AZ 85012 

 
Pat 

602-244-9168 

 
November 18,  

2008 

 
BOD Meeting  

Phoenix AZPVA Office 

 
8126 N 23rd Ave, Ste J 

Phoenix, AZ 

 
Pat 

602-244-9168 

2008-2009 Calendar of Events 
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Any questions, or if you would like to add to the calendar please call the office at 

602-244-9168  



ACCESSIBLE HOMES – BUY OR SELL 
 

 NEW OR PRE-OWNED. 
SIXTEEN YEARS EXPERIENCE  

SERVICING THE DISABILITY COMMUNITY. 
I CAN HELP YOU BUY OR SELL  

PROPERTIES IN ARIZONA AS WELL AS ANY-
WHERE IN THE CONTINENTAL U.S., CAN-

ADA OR PUERTO RICO.  I AM A  
CERTIFIED CARTUS RELOCATION  

SPECIALIST AND A USAA CERTIFIED  
SPECIALIST. 

PATTY STELTON, DISABILITIES  
SPECIALIST, COLDWELL BANKER  

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE,  
480-951-1010(O); 480-540-6898 (C) 

             EMAIL: patty@pattystelton.com 
WEBSITE: www.pattystelton.com 

 
ACCESSIBLE HOMES – BUY OR SELL 

 
 

Sun City Grand  
Handicapped accessible home with separate Casita.   

Master bedroom which was extended 4 feet has motorized Goldman lift 
and exit to patio.  Master bathroom with roll-in shower, custom vanity and 

large custom closet.  Please call for more information.   
Patty Stelton  

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage  
(480)951-1010 or (800)627-2286.   

$349,900 

For Sale   
 

2002 SILVERADO LT,  
V8 4X4, 6 way power leather heated seats, power  
toppers, outrider lift high riser, MPS hand controls,  
spinner knob,  Auxiliary battery, 158K AC, AM/FM, CD 
PB, PL,  PM, PW Tilt.  One Owner, Records   

Excellent Condition  
 

$17,500 
Call 480-215-5508  
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 Dennis Jett John Chavez  
 Joseph Strifler Susan Wudy  
 Kenneth Rollins  Bennie Houser  
 Vicki Elder Horace Ricks  
 June Olson Michael Moore  
 Harold Armentrout Robert Wiora  
 Earl Lulloff Glenn Dunn  
 Debra Garcia Thomas Otte  
 Henry Dutcher Ronald Dufresne  
 Rudy Villanneal Steven Hardy  
 David Souther William Burns  
 Leonard Carter Larry Logan  
 Ken Hart, Jr William McCormack  
 Alexander Bocz Thomas Nielson  
 James Huffstidler Homer Townsend,   
 Gordon Holway Kevin Finnegan  
 Mark Ippolito Harry Morgan  
 SheriLynn Cavalieri Leon Knox  
 Jeffery  Karry   R                         Richard Fields  
 David Jean  Samantha Shank  
 William Harperuly  Harold Frandsen  
 Raymond DeWolf Raymond Zeravsky  
 Harry Bell Steve & Jackie   
 Marco Rossi  Gilbert Portillo 

  

  Beverly Hall Jesus Olivas  

 Roderick LaSiege Richard McCarthy 
 Michael Ryan Paul  Morrison 
 Thomas Collins  Peter Quinn  
 James McDonald Faith Smith  
 Michael Duane Christopher Rose  
 Larry Everett Patricia Hardesty  
 George Clay Joseph Barnett  
 Derrell Austin Danny Kunkel  
 Cullen Child Sandra Easterwood  
 Nestor Chavez James Farnsworth  
  Dale Pyle                         Wilbur Evrard   
 John Cerna Stephen Lusby  
 Donald Ferguson Paul Winger  
 Timothy Adkins James Erlick  
 Lawrence Styden John Lain  
 Carl Kelly  Amy Rocker  
 Shawn Swartzmiller Lowell Beilsmith  
 Darol Kubacz Bruce Emeson  
 Jeffrey Odom Richard Glen  
 Thomas Bell Louis Hoel Sr.  
 Bryan Tubbs Jerry Dahlgren  
 Gerald Bachman Bridget Bauer  
 Amina Kruck Robert Malone  
 Gary Campbell                             Diego Suazo  

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
from  

          The Arizona Chapter 
 

The Arizona Chapter voting membership stands at 518 as of May 2008. 
 

National and APVA records show our voting membership as:   
288- Service Connected 230 - Non-Service Connected   

 

The Arizona Chapter encourages each of our members to contact the Chapter and let us know 
how you are doing, and if we can help you in any way.  If you know of any of our members who 
have passed away, or if you have an address/phone change, please contact the Chapter as soon 
as possible. Also, if you would like to receive the Desert Oracle Newsletter by e-mail, please call or 
e-mail the office with your e-mail address. 
 

Do you know a veteran with spinal cord dysfunction who isn’t a member of the APVA?   
Let us know at the Chapter office by calling  

602-244-9168 or 1-800-621-9217 e-mail: azpva@azpva.org 
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