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The First Parade 

St. Patrick's Day is celebrated on March 17, his religious feast day and the anni-
versary of his death in the fifth century. The Irish have observed this day as a     
religious holiday for thousands of years. 

On St. Patrick's Day, which falls during the Christian season of Lent, Irish families 
would traditionally attend church in the morning and celebrate in the afternoon. 
Lenten prohibitions against the consumption of meat were waived and people 
would dance, drink, and feast—on the traditional meal of Irish bacon and cabbage. 

The first St. Patrick's Day parade took place not in Ireland, but in the United 
States. Irish soldiers serving in the English military marched through New York 
City on March 17, 1762. Along with their music, the parade helped the soldiers to 
reconnect with their Irish roots, as well as fellow Irishmen serving in the English 
army. 

Over the next thirty-five years, Irish patriotism among American immigrants     
flourished, prompting the rise of so-called "Irish Aid" societies, like the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick and the 
Hibernian Society. Each group would hold annual parades featuring bagpipes (which actually first became 
popular in the Scottish and British armies) and drums. 

No Irish Need Apply 

Up until the mid-nineteenth century, most Irish immigrants in America were members of the Protestant middle 
class. When the Great Potato Famine hit Ireland in 1845, close to a million poor, uneducated, Catholic Irish    
began to pour into America to escape starvation. Despised for their religious beliefs and funny accents by the 
American Protestant majority, the immigrants had trouble finding even menial jobs. When Irish Americans in the 
country's cities took to the streets on St. Patrick's Day to celebrate their heritage, newspapers portrayed them in 
cartoons as drunk, violent monkeys. 

However, the Irish soon began to realize that their great numbers endowed them with a political power that had 
yet to be exploited. They started to organize, and their voting block, known as the "green machine," became an 
important swing vote for political hopefuls. Suddenly, annual St. Patrick's Day parades became a show of 
strength for Irish Americans, as well as a must-attend event for a slew of political candidates. In 1948, President 
Truman attended New York City 's St. Patrick's Day parade, a proud moment for the many Irish whose           
ancestors had to fight stereotypes and racial prejudice to find acceptance in America. 

Wearing of the Green Goes Global 

Today, St. Patrick's Day is celebrated by people of all backgrounds in the United States, Canada, and Australia. 
Although North America is home to the largest productions, St. Patrick's Day has been celebrated in other      
locations far from Ireland, including Japan, Singapore, and Russia. 
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The views expressed in the articles of the Desert  Oracle 
are the opinions of the author and not necessarily the  
opinion of the AZPVA.  Any article not attributed to an  
individual / group was compiled with available information 
by APVA staff/members. The Desert Oracle does  
encourage our readers to submit their articles, interests 
and/or rebuttals. 
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Hello people, and welcome to 
2009. 
 
Let this be a year of new  
beginnings, for yourselves, 
your families and everyone 
all around. 
 

I have received a letter from Sheryl Keeme, 
President of the Local National Multiple 
Sclerosis Society (NMSS) regarding the 
IMPACT- Emergency Financial Assistance 
program. This letter struck me so that I felt 
many people could benefit from this pro-
gram as well.  It is a utility assistance  
program for people with MS.  In speaking to 
Sheryl, she gave me permission to reprint 
the letter for our newsletter. 
 
This letter is in regards to a certain woman 
named Susan Young. She was diagnosed 
with Multiple Sclerosis (MS), and this is 
her story. 
 
“Mother, grandmother, wife, employee. 
Susan is a cheerful blonde who was  
diagnosed 10 years ago with multiple  
sclerosis. When she was diagnosed with, she 
worked as a special education teacher’s aide. 
After about five years when she noticed her 
stamina and endurance waned. She sought 
work where she could sit more to perform her 
job. 
 
Before long, Susan found work as a  
elephone marketer selling long distance 
phone service. Proud of her performance, she 
explained that she was the fourth in the 
company in productivity. Before long, the 
Phoenix resident and her husband did what 
most people do when successful, drove a  
little nicer car and moved to a little nicer 
home. However as each year passed, she 
found herself unable to work full time.  
Today, Susan receives Social Security  
Disability benefits but still works 12-15 
hours a week. 

She learned of our program last year by 
reading our newsletter. She remembered 
about it this past summer when the utility 
bills mounted and her husband Arthur’s 
seasonal work dropped off. “We were  
treading water and then it just got to be too 
much.” 
 
Susan explained that she felt good  
knowing our chapter could help as her good 
friend. Mary has raised money and walked 
in the Walk MS each year since she was 
diagnosed. 
 
“No one has to tell me where the 
(fundraising) money goes. I know FIRST 
hand.” 
 
--Sheryl Keeme, President 
Arizona Chapter, MS 
 
Sincerely yours 
 
 
 
 
 
Benjamin Garcia 
President Arizona Chapter 

Disabled Shooting Services  
With the National Rifle Association.  

 

We will be hosting NRA Open Range Day at the Ben 
Avery Shooting Facility in Phoenix, AZ on April 11, 
2009.  
  

This will be a free day of instructional shooting for peo-
ple with physical disabilities. Participants will be able to 
try four types of shooting: shotgun, .223 rifle, air rifle 
and .22 pistol. Lunch and goodie bags will be provided 
and there is no charge to participate and the minimum 
age for participants is 13.  
  

Please feel free to contact me if you need any  
additional information or have any questions.  
 

Vanessa Warner 
Manager, Disabled Shooting Services 
National Rifle Association 
(703) 267-1495 Office 
(703) 939-4024 Mobile 
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The upcoming 
year will bring many 
changes. The  
economy has forced 
changes at the  
National PVA level 
and will soon cause 
serious cut backs on 
the local level. At this 

year’s Mid Winter Board Meeting there 
are resolutions to cut Chapter grants by 
$25,000; this fiscal year, eliminate the 
salary of the National President and other 
savings during this year. Along with cuts 
there is a resolution to eliminate Chapter 
telemarketing, cut grant money for 
smaller Chapters and give it to the larger 
Chapters. All of these proposals and the 
local downturn will cause the Chapter to 
cut out various events and grants this  
fiscal year.  
 
The economy has also caused our two 
major donors to the Barrier Buster 
Awards Banquet to not be able to      
sponsor this year’s event. Our annual 
drive for donations from local businesses 
for the luncheon has resulted in a very 
poor return. The Chapter is not in the  
position to financially to put on a quality 
function at this time. Regretfully we are 
going to cancel the 2009 Barrier Buster 
Awards Luncheon. This turn of events 
shows us that the Chapter needs to work 
on recruiting new members and            
developing a better business plan to    
ensure our future.  
 
This is an election year and the rules will 
be published and provided for each 
member eligible to hold office. Giving 
time and/or experience can help grow the 
Chapter into a viable asset to our veter-
ans and provide real accomplishment for 
those who get involved.  
The end of year audit is just about com-
plete so look for the Chapter Annual Re-
port it in your mailbox soon.  

The Chapter has 20 months left on its lease and 
we hope to begin the search for a building of our 
own by the fall; finances permitting. Many people 
have given us ideas and opinions to accomplish 
this task and the Board will consider them all.  

The Chapter was burglarized over the Thanks-
giving weekend. We lost 5 computers and a piece 
of our copier machine. We are gradually coming 
to terms with our insurance company as the  
itemized replacement quotes have been trickling 
since the middle of December. While this has not 
put a permanent dent in the Chapter’s finances, it 
has slowed our ability to get certain time based 
projects done. The insurance company has only 
granted the Chapter a small amount of funds, to 
purchase the needed equipment to keep the  
office open. Presently we have only two work  
stations and we are unable to maximize our  
volunteers’ time. We expect the replacement of 
our additional equipment to begin by the end of 
February. We appreciate your understanding 
about this matter.  
 
On a side note, Carl’s Jr. learned of our bad luck 
and donated $500.00 to help us with our efforts. 
They also donated checks out all over the state to 
veteran’s who were in need. So if you find  
yourself out and about and need a meal, please 
remember those who have supported the Chap-
ter.  
 
 
Thank you and enjoy the weather before the heat. 
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Priority Group 8 Enrollment 
 

VA hopes to open Enrollment for medical benefits to those veterans whose income exceeds 

VA Means Test and geographic means test income threshold by 10 percent or less. Note: 

these changes do not open Enrollment to all Priority Group 8 veterans. The changes 

are expected to go into effect June 30, 2009. 

 Enrollment for the lowest priority group for veterans, who do not have a service-connected 

disability and who have income above the set threshold, was suspended on January 18, 

2003. Those veterans who were already enrolled were permitted to remain enrolled.  

Veterans, who apply for Enrollment after June 30, 2009, do not qualify for a higher priority 

group.  Those whose income exceeds the means test threshold or geographic means test 

threshold by 10 percent or less will be placed in Priority Group 8b (veteran is 0% service  

connected) or 8d (if veteran is non service-connected) and enrolled in the VA Health Care 

System.  

Veterans, who apply for enrollment on or after January 1, 2009 but before the date of the new 

rule, do not qualify for a higher priority group. Those whose income exceeds the means test 

threshold or geographic means test threshold by 10% or less will be placed in Priority Group 

8e or 8g and will not be enrolled in the VA health care system.  

The VA Health Eligibility/Enrollment Center will determine enrollment using the relaxed  

income restriction on the effective date of the new provision for those veterans who applied 

on or after January 1, 2009 and who have been placed in enrollment category 8e or 8g.  VA 

hopes to eliminate multiple enrollments within the same year by re-determining eligibility when 

the new law goes into effect.  Rejected priority group applications, due to income, will be  

re-determined after the effective date of the new rule.  
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NEW CONSUMER GUIDE RELEASED: Preservation of Upper Limb Function 
 

Hello All 
 
PVA has recently released a new consumer guide, Preservation of Upper Limb Function;  What You 
Should Know,  New from the Consortium for Spinal Cord Medicine.  Please share the exciting news 
with the members we serve! 
 
The guide is a new resource to help people with spinal cord injuries and their care givers improve 
the quality of their lives. As you know, strain on the upper limbs is prevalent among wheelchair 
 users, with the impending risk of experiencing a painful and potentially disabling injury. 
 
This expert guide offers: 
 
   Recommendations on selecting and setting up equipment 
   Exercise routines to maintain strong and healthy arms and shoulders 
   Tips on arranging your environment to lessen stress on arms 
   Guidance and positive tips on staying healthy 
 
This consumer guide is a companion to the clinical practice guideline. Preservation of Upper Limb 
Function Following SCI,  published by Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) on behalf of the  
Consortium or Spinal Cord Medicine 
 
Download the Upper Limb consumer guide at no cost today:     
http://www.pva.org/site/News2?page=NewsArticle&id=9451  
 
As always, you can access all the Consortium’s clinical practice guidelines for health-care  
professionals and companion consumer guides on PVA’s website.  Download free of charge at  
  
This consumer guide is a companion to the clinical practice guideline, Preservation of Upper Limb 
Function Following SCI. Published by Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) on behalf of the  
Consortium for Spinal Cord Medicine. 
  
Download the Upper Limb consumer guide at no cost today:  
http://www.pva.org/site/PageServer?pagename=pubs_main.    
 
We do have hard copies available.  If you have any questions or comments, do not hesitate to  
contact me. 
  
Rachel Hoeft 
Associate Director, Education 
Paralyzed Veterans of America 
801 18th St., NW  
Washington, DC 20006 
(p) 202-416-7651 
(f) 202-416-7641 
rachelh@pva.org 
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Four members of the Arizona  Heat 
Power Soccer team educate 
students at Magnet Traditional 
School in Phoenix of their fast  
growing sport last Thursday,   
November 20.  Coaches John  
Snyder  and John Lundgren and 
athletes Jamie Lundgren and Dan 
Koston spoke to students at 
MTS. This served as a precursor  
activity which  helped students to 
prepare for a community service  
project coordinated by MTS principal 
Adrian Walker and coach Snyder. 
MTS students will be volunteering on  
Monday night practices in the weeks 
ahead.  

WHEELCHAIR FENCING  
 
Every Tuesday from 6-9 p.m. at the Webster 
Gym in Mesa, 202 N. Sycamore  
 
The Grand Canyon Fencing Foundation is  
bringing seated fencing to the valley.  
 
If you would like to play, compete or redefine 
yourself as an athlete then fencing is an  
opportunity for you to be part of an exceptional 
community.  
 
Men, women and children of all ages can fence.  
 
INFORMATION:  (480) 288-7834 or visit 
www.gcsff.org. 
 
SkiAble Adaptive Alpine Experience 
Sunday, February 22 - Tuesday, February 24, 
2009 Sunrise Ski Park, Greer 
 
SPREAD THE WORD!  

POWER SOCCER HAPPENINGS 

On Jan 3, 2009 members of the Arizona Heat power soccer team put on a demonstration clinic for 
new players in the northwest valley at Countryside Recreation Center, 15038 N. Parkview Pl.,  
Surprise, AZ  85374. They will be starting practice every two weeks. If you are interested contact, 
Joe Gladieux, City of Surprise Recreation Coordinator 623.222.2257. 
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The Arizona Chapter with the National Service 
Officers, Michael and Marco and Jackie  
Berkshire and Guadalupe Wilson, held our annual 
Christmas Party at their Office on Central Ave in 
Phoenix. Of course it had to rain all that week, 
like it never rains in sunny Arizona. especially 
that time of the year, most of the RSVP’s did not 
venture out.  But we do thank all who did to  
celebrate with us yet another year of happiness 
and giving.  
 
Food, drink, good cheer, old and new friends  
getting together are what the holidays are all 
about. We hope each and everyone of our  
members and their families had a wonderful 
Christmas and will have the best New Year ever. 
 
******************************************************** 
 
Kelly Patton won the Panasonic 42” Plasma 
HDTV in the raffle. Congratulations Kelly! 

 

Marco Rossi, NSO Officer, serving coffee to guests. 

John Tuzzolino, June Olson,  Marco Rossi &  
Peter Quinn welcoming guests. 

Center is Adrian Patterson 

Diego Suazo, APVA 
Director and VLO  
Officer,  presents the 
Chapter with the Carl’s 
Jr. Charbroiled Burgers 
Plaque, as a Proud 
Community Partner 
With the Paralyzed 
Veterans of America. 
 
Thanks Diego, We do 
appreciate all the work 
you did with Carl’s Jr. 

 
YEA! 
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This was sent in by Toby Clements.  I 
thought this was well worth sharing with all 
our readers. 
 
Luke AFB is west of Phoenix and is rapidly  
being surrounded by civilization that complains 
about the noise from the base and its planes, 
forgetting that it was there long before they 
were.  
 
A certain Lieutenant Colonel at Luke AFB  
deserves a big pat on the back.  
 
Apparently, an individual who lives somewhere 
near Luke AFB wrote the local paper  
complaining about a group of F-16s that  
disturbed his/her day at the mall.  
 
When that individual read the response from a 
Luke AFB officer, it must Have stung quite a 
bit.  
 
The complaint:  
 
'Question of the day for Luke Air Force Base:  
Whom do we thank for the morning air show? 
Last Wednesday, at precisely 9:11 A.M, a tight 
formation of four F-16 jets made a low  
pass over Arrowhead Mall, continuing west 
over Bell Road at approximately 500 feet. 
Imagine our good fortune! Do the Tom Cruise-
wannabes feel we need this wake-up call, or 
were they trying to impress the cashiers at 
Mervyns early bird special?  
Any response would be appreciated.  
 
 
The response:  
 
Regarding 'A wake-up call from Luke's jets' On 
June 15, at precisely 9:12 a.m, a perfectly 
timed four- ship fly by of F-16s from the 63rd 
Fighter Squadron at Luke Air Force Base flew 
over the grave of Capt. Jeremy Fresques.  
 
Capt. Fresques was an Air Force officer who 
was previously stationed at Luke Air Force 
Base and was killed in Iraq on May 
30, Memorial Day.  
  
 

At 9 a. m. on June 15, his family and friends 
gathered at Sunland Memorial Park in Sun City 
to mourn the loss of a husband, son and  
friend.  
 
Based on the letter writer's recount of the fly 
by, and because of the jet noise, I'm sure you 
didn't hear the 21-gun salute, the playing of 
taps, or my words to the widow and parents of 
Capt. Fresques as I gave them their son's flag 
on behalf of the President of the United States 
and all those veterans and servicemen and 
women who understand the sacrifices they 
have endured.  
 
A four-ship fly by is a display of respect the Air 
Force gives to those who give their lives in  
defense of freedom.  
 
We are professional aviators and take our jobs 
seriously, and on June 15 what the letter writer 
witnessed was four officers lining up to pay 
their ultimate respects.  
 
The letter writer asks, 'Whom do we thank for 
the morning air show? The 56th Fighter 
Wing will make the call for you, and forward  
your thanks to the widow and parents of Capt 
Fresques, and thank them for you, for it was in 
their honor that my pilots flew the most  
honorable formation of their lives.  
 
Only 2 defining forces have ever offered to die 
for you.....Jesus Christ and the American  
Soldier.  
 
One died for your soul, the other for your  
freedom.  
 
Lt. Col. Grant L. Rosensteel, Jr. USAF  



 
This is Your Unique Opportunity  

 
to acquire a 1991 Chevy Conversion Van with a Rebuilt Transmission.  

A/C has just been serviced. It has a Braun Lift with a new Motor 
Automatic Door Openers, Left mounted hand controls 

Electric Windows and Door Locks. Cruise Control, Tilt Wheel 
Fold Down Bed. Universal ‘Slide & Click’ Wheelchair tie-down. 

New Battery. New Fuel Pump and Filters 
Has been Waxed and Shampooed. 122,000 miles 

And Now only $4,500.00 obo 
Call your APVA Office for this Special Deal 

602-244-9168 or 1-800-621-9217 
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Berkshire’s Bits & Pieces ---- 
 

     The veterans who are in receipt of compensation at the R-1 and R-2 levels, 
please remember that if you are admitted into the hospital and stay longer than two months, you 
need to advise PVA after your 2nd month’s hospitalization, so that PVA, in turn, may advise 
VA the dates of your hospitalization.  Aid & Attendance is included as part of your total monthly 
VA compensation; therefore, when you’re in the hospital at government expense, that part of 
your compensation is taken away while you’re hospitalized. 
 
Your initial stay of two months will not affect your compensation.  An important fact to 
make clear is the definition, in this particular case, of “2 months”. For example, if you were  
admitted into the hospital anytime in say the month of November, 2008 –even November 30—
that would count as the first month.  The 2nd month would be the entire month of December, 
2008.  So, you do the math!!!  If you have a choice in the matter, you might want to think about 
entering around the first of a particular month. 
 
Upon your release from the hospital, please advise PVA.  PVA will, in turn,  advise VA, and your 
award will go back to the regular rate of R-1 or R-2, whichever is your level.  HOWEVER, it is the 
veteran’s responsibility to be aware of this, and although the VA may not reduce your award im-
mediately, they will do so once the information is processed.  This may take a while and an 
overpayment will result, so PLEASE know to set that amount of money aside each month if you 
are hospitalized longer than a period of one full month and whatever amount is in the first month 
of stay. 
 
SPECIAL NOTE:  After being hospitalized OVER 2 months, you cannot go into the hospital 
again AT NO CHARGE for the first 2 months until 6 months  AFTER your discharge date. 
Example #1:   You’re discharged in December, 2008 and need to go back in during the month of 
say March, 2009.  In that case you will be charged (deducted from your monthly comp.) for the 
first two months. 
Example #2:  You’re discharged in December, 2008 and need to go back in during the month of 
July, 2008.  In that case you will not be charged (not deducted from your monthly comp.) for 
the first two months.  The reason is that 6 months have passed since you were last discharged. 

By Jackie Berkshire 
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Veterans Transportation 
4443 W. Morten Avenue 

Glendale, AZ 85301 
623-322-0053 or 623-986-2977 
Lifetime membership  $175.00 
Annual membership  $25.00 

 
As a member of this organization, you have access to transportation to and from your  
hospital/doctor/clinic visits.  The organization also offers transportation to the grocery store; 
or, if you are in the hospital, transportation for your spouse and/or children to and from the  
hospital is also provided. 
 

To find out more about this organization, please call the above numbers  

Florida Gulf Coast Chapter 
WANTED: 

Executive Director for Florida Paralyzed Veterans 
Qualifications: 4 year degree and /or equivalent experience, with 
strong business management background and staff training.   
Prefer Paralyzed Veterans of America experience and computer 
skills. Salary depending on experience. 
Send resume to: 

Florida Gulf Coast Paralyzed Veterans 
15435 N. Florida Ave 

Tampa, FL 33613 

Adaptive Sports 
Parks & Recreation of Mesa, AZ 

 
The Mesa Association of Sports for the Disabled (MASD) serves competitive 
and recreational athletes ages 6 thru adulthood with a permanent physical disability. These athletes 
reside in or outside of Mesa.  Due to the scope of our services, part of our partnership is doing  
business as Arizona Disabled Sports (AzDS) 
 

“Let no one sit on the sidelines” 
 

 Archery               * Aquatics                 * Basketball            * Bowling 
 Cycling               * Kayaking                * Power Soccer       * Track & Field  

Transportation resources can be found online at www.ValleyMetro.org 
 

For further information, contact: 
Susan Byrne Rossi @ 480-644-5702 

Fax: 480-644-3369 * TTY: 480-644-4491 
susan_rossi @mesaaz.gov   
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When What Where Who 

 
March  
2009 

 
BOD Meeting  

And BBQ 

 
Marana, AZ 

 

 
Sue Wudy 

602-277-4168 

 
April 18 

2009 

 
Over The Line 
Tournament 

 
TBD 

 
Gary Hershey 

 
April 24-26 

2009 

 
Desert Challenge 
Regional Games 

 
Mesa, AZ 

Susan Rossi 
480-644-5702 

 
April 25 

2009 

Barrier Buster  
Luncheon 

Canceled due to Recession 

 
Sheraton Crescent  Htl 

I-17 & Dunlap 

 
Pat 

602-244-9168 

September 10 
2009 

 
BOD Meeting  

Phoenix AZPVA Office 

 
8126 N 23rd Ave, Ste J 

Phoenix, AZ 

 
Pat 

602-244-9168 

 
January  

2009 

 
BOD Meeting  

Phoenix AZPVA Office 

 
8126 N 23rd Ave, Ste J 

Phoenix, AZ 

 
Pat 

602-244-9168 

 
June 20 

2009 

 
BOD Meeting  

 BBQ & Pot Luck 
“Home made Pie” Contest 

 

 
Prescott VA, 
Prescott, AZ 

 
Pat 

602-244-9168 

    

 
October 

2009 

 
BOD Meeting  

And BBQ in Marana 

 
TBD 

 
Pat 

602-244-9168 

 
August 13 

2009 

 
BOD Meeting  

Phoenix AZPVA Office 

 
8126 N 23rd Ave, Ste J 

Phoenix, AZ 

Pat 
602-244-9168 

July 
2009 

 
BOD Meeting  

Phoenix AZPVA Office 

 
8126 N 23rd Ave, Ste J 

Phoenix, AZ 

Pat 
602-244-9168 

2009 Calendar of Events 
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Any questions, or if you would like to add to the calendar please call the office at 

602-244-9168  



ACCESSIBLE HOMES – BUY OR SELL 
 

 NEW OR PRE-OWNED. 
SIXTEEN YEARS EXPERIENCE  

SERVICING THE DISABILITY COMMUNITY. 
I CAN HELP YOU BUY OR SELL  

PROPERTIES IN ARIZONA AS WELL AS ANY-
WHERE IN THE CONTINENTAL U.S., CAN-

ADA OR PUERTO RICO.  I AM A  
CERTIFIED CARTUS RELOCATION  

SPECIALIST AND A USAA CERTIFIED  
SPECIALIST. 

PATTY STELTON, DISABILITIES  
SPECIALIST, COLDWELL BANKER  

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE,  
480-951-1010(O); 480-540-6898 (C) 

             EMAIL: patty@pattystelton.com 
WEBSITE: www.pattystelton.com 

Start the New Year Getting Fit!!!! 
 
Michael Bryant, Personal Trainer and Fitness Instructor and a fellow veteran, has been giving free 
classes at the Nursing Home at Phoenix VA Medical Center and also at the State Veterans’ Home. 
 
You can find him at the Nursing Home every Tuesday at 11:00 and at the State Home every Tuesday 
at 10:00 and Thursday at 10:15.  The classes last about 45 minutes to an hour and any disabled vet-
eran is welcome. 
 
Michael’s been in this business for over 25 years.  His classes are very beneficial and FUN!!!  You can 
reach him on his cell at 480-242-2444 for additional information. 
 
Also……if anyone knows of another location or entity who might want to sponsor classes, Michael’s 
open to that too! 

For Sale   
 

2002 SILVERADO LT,  
V8 4X4, 6 way power leather heated seats, power  
toppers, outrider lift high riser, MPS hand controls,  
spinner knob,  Auxiliary battery, 158K AC, AM/FM, CD 
PB, PL,  PM, PW Tilt.   

One Owner, Records Excellent Condition  
 

$10,500 
Call 480-215-5508  
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FOR SALE  
 

2000 1 TON Chevy High Top Van 
Has Under vehicle lift and  

Powerchair Lock 
Tie-down Straps for wheelchair  

for more information 
 

 Call 602-942-9268 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
from  

          The Arizona Chapter 
 

The Arizona Chapter voting membership stands at 521 as of January 2009. 
 

National and APVA records show our voting membership as:   
288- Service Connected 233 - Non-Service Connected   

 

The Arizona Chapter encourages each of our members to contact the Chapter and let us know 
how you are doing, and if we can help you in any way.  If you know of any of our members who 
have passed away, or if you have an address/phone change, please contact the Chapter as soon 
as possible. Also, if you would like to receive the Desert Oracle Newsletter by e-mail, please call or 
e-mail the office with your e-mail address. 
 

Do you know a veteran with spinal cord dysfunction who isn’t a member of the APVA?   
Let us know at the Chapter office by calling  

602-244-9168 or 1-800-621-9217 e-mail: azpva@azpva.org 

 John Lawrence     Lester Ackerman  
 Edwin Blum      David Schmitz  
 Shelia Sessions     George Moore  
 Donald Sharon     Ed Nick  
 Hartvig Holmberg III     John Short, Sr  
 Scott Balko      Marvin Floyd  
 Gayle Renee Hedin     John Makin  
 Tom Brooks      Billy Moore  
 Charles Newbold     Bobby James  
 Edward Noriega     James Skane  
 Walton Jones  
           Francisco Concepcion Jr. 
 Terry Focier      Charles Hudson  
 Michael Gaita     Herbert Thompson
 James Huff                David Ferrazzi 
 Michael Berry     Kieth Jacobsen 
 Ernest Buxton     Lawrence Celano 
 George Sheehan, Jr  
  

 Donald Woodward Stewart Davis  
 Fred  DeGalan Kathleen A. Lake  
 Frank Harmon William Lambert  
 Milton Scott Jean Hackthorn  
 Francis Bessette Bernard Hixson  
 Joseph DiMeco Rodney Thomas  
 Kenneth Huckans Donald Thomas  
 Richard Bead Sr. James Escobar  
 Keith Borges John Mattson  
 Joe Ebeling Robert Schmidt  
 Manuel Ballesteros Harry Dierkes  
 Kenneth Perry Dennis Kavanagh  
 Reymundo Chavez Arnold Gustafson  
 Margaret Dixon King Houston  
 Merlin Hocken David Carlson  
 Leroy Welch  
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