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Date:  December 10, 2012 
 
 
Washington, D.C.—Paralyzed Veterans of America (Paralyzed Veterans) is featured in the Forbes 2012 
100 Largest U.S. Charities List—the only veterans service organization to make the prestigious annual 
run-down. 
 
“The fact that Paralyzed Veterans of America is featured on the Forbes 100 Largest Charities List 
speaks volumes about the generosity of the American public when it comes to helping those who have 
served and live with their sacrifices. It also speaks to the business-like way we manage our organiza-
tion,” said U.S. Army veteran Bill Lawson, National President of Paralyzed Veterans.  
 
With a methodology of “Size, Then Financial Efficiency,” the annual list ranks large charities according 
to five factors: Private Support, Total Revenue, Fundraising Efficiency, Charitable Commitment, and 
Donor Dependency. Paralyzed Veterans ranked 49 out of 100. On the last factor of Donor Dependency, 
Paralyzed Veterans received the highest score of all charities on the entire list. 
 
“Paralyzed Veterans is highly dependent on the support of our donors. In fact, in this tough economy, 
we need their support more than ever to intensify the fight for some of our nation’s most vulnerable vet-
erans. These brave men and women need quality health care, decent benefits, good jobs, a more accessi-
ble America and, of course, a cure for paralysis,” said Lawson. 
Founded in 1946, Paralyzed Veterans of America works to positively change lives and build brighter 
futures for our nation’s veterans with disabilities and their families, through its broad range of services 
and expertise. 
 
Paralyzed Veterans: 
 
Fights for ALL veterans with disabilities. 
Advocates for quality Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) health care and veterans benefits ~ last year 
alone the organization fought for and secured $250 million in benefits for thousands of veterans. 
Pushes to make America more accessible ~ the organization helped lead the way for the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and the ADA Amendments. 
 
Empowers veterans with the tools they need to obtain good careers. Its careers program PAVE (Paving 
Access for Veterans Employment) is helping veterans living with disabilities secure good jobs with 
great employers. 
 
Invests in research to find new treatments and a cure for paralysis ~ over $100 million to date. 
Promotes and provides wheelchair sports and recreational activities. Each year, Paralyzed Veterans co-
presents the world’s largest annual wheelchair sports event, the National Veterans Wheelchair Games, 
attracting more than 500 veteran participants every year. 
 
Delivers its services to ALL veterans and their families FREE of charge, thanks to the generous support 
and donations of the American people. For more information, visit www.pva.org. 
 
“Paralyzed Veterans is a relatively small group of hard-working people, trying to do big things through 
our programs for America’s veterans with disabilities and their families,” added Lawson. 

 NEWS RELEASE 
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Diabetes Patient Set to Educate Peers on  
Taking Control of the Disease 
 
 
WHO: Gary Montuori will be delivering a free educational program at  
Phoenix VA Health Care System to share diabetes self-management and  
lifestyle strategies based on extensive training and his personal experience  
living with diabetes. 
 
Montuori will cover topics including: 
• Achieving good glucose control 
• Learning about effective self-management 
• Developing a balanced, healthy lifestyle 
• Planning and prioritizing diabetes management 
• Overcoming fears surrounding diabetes 
• Finding resources for diabetes support 
  
WHERE: Phoenix VA Health Care System, ACC Basement-NE Conf. 
Room, 650 East Indian School Road 
 
WHY: If you or someone you know is struggling with diabetes or has an A1C 
that is 7% or above, this educational program can provide motivation to take 
those first steps to better blood glucose control. Diabetes patients need to 
know they are not alone and there are people like Gary who can help them 
along their journey with diabetes. 
 
Diabetes is a chronic, widespread condition characterized by high blood  
sugar in which the body 
does not produce or properly use insulin, the hormone needed to transport  
glucose (sugar) from the blood into the cells of the body for energy. It is  
estimated that that nearly 26 million people in the United States have  
diabetes, including an estimated 7 million who remain undiagnosed. At the 
same time, about 40 percent of those diagnosed with diabetes did not achieve 
the blood sugar control target of A1C <7 percent recommended by the  
American Diabetes Association The A1C test measures average blood glucose 
levels over the past two- to three month period. 
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The National Veterans Wheelchair Games, copresented annually by Paralyzed Veterans of America  
and the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), allows veterans with disabilities to rediscover their  
strength and potential through athletic competition with peers. The Games are the largest annual  
wheelchair-sporting event in the world, with hundreds of participants and thousands of volunteers  
attending, making planning and preparation a year-long process. 
 
The 33rd Wheelchair Games will be held July 13–18, 2013, in Tampa, FL. The Tampa Convention Center  
met all of the criteria for hosting the Games, which included availability of a very large, open space  
suitable for the Sports, Recreation and Fitness Expo and availability of appropriate venues around the  
city for the various competitions, including softball, basketball, track and field and trapshooting.  
Events will take place at the riverwalk, in parks, the host hotel, the zoo, a local high school and at the  
Convention Center, where competitions, ceremonies and the Expo will be held. 
 
At the Expo corporate and nonprofit organizations showcase their brand and engage with hundreds of wheelchair athletes, 
coaches, family members, health-care providers and rehabilitation professionals.  Veterans can learn about a variety of  
health-care products and services and organizations that offer assistance or opportunities. 
 
Local Host Coordinator (LOC) and VA Recreation Therapist Jeanene LeSure said the LOC just “recently secured all of our 
venues for the various sporting events and ceremonies. Our entire LOC is complete; we have a lot of dedicated VA employees 
as well as chapter members from the Paralyzed Veterans Florida Gulf Coast serving on several committees.” 
LeSure is responsible for managing the LOC and its nonstop work to have everything ready for the Games in 2013. “We’re 
almost at the halfway point; we’ve been working for about a year now,” she said. 
 
Without the generous and selfless support of sponsors, many of which have been supporting the Games for upward of 20, 25 
and 30 years, the Games could not be the annual success that it is.  Sponsor and exhibitor recruitment is also a year-round  
process, conducted by Paralyzed Veterans corporate marketing team as well as the LOC. 
 
“Simply put, our sponsors are the lifeblood to ensuring each year that we have the appropriate means to make the NVWG a 
great success,” said Pablo Sosa, associate director, Corporate & Cause Marketing. “Through our sponsors’ generous support, 
Paralyzed Veterans is helping improve the lives and well-being of these most deserving men and women.” 
 
Back in Tampa, logistics take priority. Recently the LOC completed its warehouse inventory. “We went through about 17  
53-foot UPS trucks full of equipment [for the sporting events]. We counted everything and took note of what we needed in 
order to ensure we have everything we need for the Games,” LeSure added. 
 
Even with several accomplishments under its belt, the LOC still has a lot of work to do in order to make the Games a success. 
Currently, the LOC is working out the “finer details” of the Games, including finalizing the event schedule, ensuring that it has 
the necessary equipment for the various sporting events and ensuring that the venues are capable of holding the planned sports. 
 
“In that area, the Tampa area has an advantage because many of the events that we are hosting at the Games are already hosted 
locally here in Tampa. So many of our venues are already familiar with the rules and regulations of these sports, making the 
whole process a lot easier for everyone,” LeSure said. 
 
Tom Brown, Paralyzed Veterans’ consultant and program manager for the Games, noted, “The LOC in Tampa has been  
extremely cooperative and energetic. They are eager to ensure that the 33rd NVWG is the best ever.  We all share the same 
goal, that of making sure the veterans have an excellent, life-changing experience.” 
 
In the months ahead, LeSure and the LOC will be busy trying to register the 2,500-3,000 volunteers necessary to work the 
Wheelchair Games. For those interested, there will be an online signup that will open in January 2013. This registration period 
will last until June. 
Thirty-two years ago, the Wheelchair Games started out as a rehabilitation event, an extension of therapy in the community to 
      help our nation’s wounded heroes know that disabled does not mean unable. 
 
   “The Games have never lost that focus and have been introducing veterans to opportunities in sports and  
         recreation that they never dreamed possible. For many of our veterans, the Games are truly life changing,”  
            Brown said. “We make it our priority to ensure         that each veteran has a truly memorable and rewarding  
                          experience.” 

Planning is Well Underway for the 2013 Tampa National Veterans  
Wheelchair Games 
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17th Annual Arizona PVA Trap shoot  

Continued on page 7 
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Special Thanks to : 
 Hilda Fox 
 Tucson Trap and Skeet Club 
 Fred’s Arena 
 Cabela’s 
 Friends of  NRA 
 Andy McDonald 

It was a great shoot. Food 
was great and all the 
company was fun. Thank you 
to everyone who attended. 

 

 Military/Veteran Employment Workshops  
Please join us at one of three resume and interview workshops focused on service  
members, veterans and family members. This informa ve class will help you gain a  
compe ve edge in your job search, with informa on specifically geared toward those 
with a military background or affilia on.  
These workshops will prepare you for a Veterans Job Recruitment event taking place on 
December 13 from 8‐10am. This event is a part of a larger ini a ve by the Mayor’s Office 
and other community partners to help veterans who are unemployed or underemployed 
find full  me employment.  

 

DATES & LOCATIONS     

EAST PHOENIX  
Tuesday, December 4  
9:00 – 12:00  
Arizona Na onal Guard  
(in partnership with the Arizona Coali on 
for Military Families)  

Allen Readiness Center  
5636 E. McDowell Road  

CENTRAL PHOENIX  
Thursday, December 6  
4:00 – 7:00  
Phoenix College  
Downtown Campus  
Room 207  
640 N. 1st Avenue  

WEST PHOENIX  
Saturday, December 8  
9:00 – 12:00  
Grand Canyon University  
Lecture Hall  
3300 W. Camelback Road  
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CMI Mobility, now celebrating our 30th anniversary, is a respected member of Arizona’s  
automotive business community. We strive to understand the needs of our customers and then  
follow through to fit the customer with the right wheelchair-accessible vehicle at the right price. Our 
prices are always fair, often times thousands below the competition, and always includes a 3 year 36,000 
mile warranty on new conversions in addition to a warranty on the vehicle. If you are looking for a new 
wheelchair-accessible vehicle or just an upgrade from your current vehicle, call to speak with one of our 
specialists.  
CMI Offers a range of wheelchair-accessible vans such as the Dodge Grand Caravan, Chrysler Town & 
Country, Toyota Sienna and Scion, Honda Odyssey and Element, Volkswagen Routan and the Ford 
Transit Connect. 

Ask for Stewart 

The Arizona Chapter has a prosthetics 
Lending closet. For a small donation 
you can acquire a power wheelchair, a 
chair lift for your car or truck, a manual 
wheelchair, shower equipment, aluminum 
walkers, canes, crutches. We also have 
Hoyer Lifts (manual & electric) 
Do not hesitate to call the Chapter office 
if you are in need of any type of 
equipment. We may have just what you 
need. 

602-244-9168 

Attention All Readers !!!! 
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Grand Opening 
Specials 

5058 S. 40th Street  
602-385-5999 

www.vmimobilitycenter.com 
 

VMI Mobility Center announces the Grand Opening of their new sales 
and service center. This 9,000 sq ft showroom, located at 5058 S. 40th 
St. in Phoenix, AZ, offers the ultimate “Conversion  Experience”. “The 
experience begins the moment our customer enters into our           
showroom”, Cindy Ketcherside, General Manager, commented, “where 
everything has been considered from the wheelchair users perspective 
and designed to give support and encouragement during their vehicle 
selection process”, she continued.   
The showroom and service bay areas  include 48 inch door openings, 
automatic doors, wheelchair friendly furniture layout, large private 
bathrooms and an air-conditioned service bays.  The customer waiting 
lounge is designed to encourage wheelchair users  to help themselves  
to a nice cup of coffee, snack or hot bag of  popcorn while waiting for 
their vehicle. 
In addition to the Grand Opening of the store we would like to welcome 
Stephen Willoby, a PVA Member, to the VMI Mobility team as a vehicle 
mobility consultant and our Veteran Relation Specialist.   
Call Stephen at 928-846-9416 to get details about Operation             
Independence, our Veteran program, which can give eligible veterans a 
$1,000 rebate on a VMI van plus additional rebates up to $6,500. 
Visit us at www.vmimobilitycenter.com for special offers. 

Questions please call Stephen on his direct line at    
(928) 846-9416 
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Page 14 

December 18th 
2012 

Arizona Chapter BOD 
Meeting 

Chapter office 
(602)244-9168 

All Board 
Members and 

Members 
 

December 25th 
2012 

  
Everywhere 

 

All Veterans 

January 1st  
2013 

New Years Day Everywhere Everyone 

    

    

    

    
 

When 
 

What 
 

Where 
 

Who 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT  
from  

   The Arizona Chapter 
 

The Arizona Chapter voting membership stands at 507 as of December 2012. 
National and APVA records show our voting membership as:   

285- Service Connected  222- Non-Service Connected   
 

The Arizona Chapter encourages each of our members to contact the Chapter and let us know how you are 
doing, and if we can help you in any way.  If you know of any of our members who have passed away, or if 
you have an address/phone change, please contact the Chapter as soon as possible. Also, if you would like 
to receive the Desert Oracle Newsletter by e-mail, please call or e-mail the office with your  e-mail address. 
 
 

Do you know a veteran with spinal cord dysfunction who isn’t a member of the APVA?   
Let us know at the Chapter office by calling  

602-244-9168 or 1-800-621-9217 e-mail: azpva@azpva.org 

Any questions, or if you would 
like to add to the calendar 

please call the office at 
602-244-9168  

   December Calendar of Events 



11 

 

 

 

 December 
Teresa G. Morales   
Thomas E. Ulbrich   
Charles D. Lindsey   
Adrian R. Patterson   
Billie S. Guthrie   
William L. Mooney   
William J. Bartscherer   
Thomas C. Beaumont   
Jerry L. Bishop   
Richard J. Kelly   
John W. Davis   
Mario DeAcetis   
Anthony D. Mangine   
Gary S. Moe   
Thomas A. Lopeman   
Clell A. Newell   
Todd P. Carter   
Erica L. Hockings   
Lloyd Dalbeck   
Paul B. Cartter   
Brent S. Yadon   
Paul H. Febock   
William T. Garmon   
John Mollica   
Antonia B. Broten   
Antonia  B. Broter   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dennis A. Olp   
Theresa L. Cuevas   
William T. Carls   
Jesus G. Rangel  
Kenneth Taylor   
Joseph J. Curtin   
James R. McCammon   
Stephen N. Vass   
Christopher J. Verdi   
Joy L. VanVeen   
Russell W. Chappell   
Bernard G. Lyford   
Mary B. Kolarik   
Frank Hosper   
Michael M. Gallego   
Robert L. Lockyer   
Charles A. Anderson   
Toby L. Clement   
Joseph Gaglione   
Steven W. O'Brien   
Melissa S. Johnson   
Gary Leland  
Christopher J. Romero  
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