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The Arizona Chapter has a prosthetics 
Lending closet. For a small donation 
you can acquire a power wheelchair, a 
manual wheelchair, shower equipment,  
aluminum walkers, canes, crutches. We 
also have Hoyer Lifts (manual & electric) 
Do not hesitate to call the Chapter office 
if you are in need of any type of 
equipment. We may have just what you 
need. 

Call us at : 602-244-9168 

Attention All Readers !!!! 

        * The Desert Oracle is Published at least 6 x per Year  

facebook.com/AZPVA  
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Like the veterans we serve, Paralyzed Veterans of America (Paralyzed Veterans) has earned respect in our 
nation’s capital and in veterans’ homes, neighborhoods and care facilities across the country. Paralyzed  
Veterans of America serves all of America’s veterans, working one-on-one with them and their families to 
help them secure the benefits and health care they need and have earned and we provide all services free of 
charge. 
We make a significant difference in the lives of veterans in the areas that affect their lives most: health care, 
benefits assistance, and employment. 
 
CARE 
PROMOTING QUALITY HEALTH CARE FOR VETERANS 
Health and wellness are two top-level veteran priorities. As the only veterans service organization with physicians 
and registered nurses on staff, we provide unique insight on and provide guidance to Department of Veterans     
Affairs health-care facilities about the needs of injured and ailing veterans. Our medical and benefits staff stay    
current on leading-edge health treatments, technologies, and best practices in spinal cord injury/disease (SCI/D) 
care.  
 We use that knowledge to advance care in the VA health-care system and for the SCI/D community at large. 
 We educate clinicians, caregivers, and consumers on best practices for managing spinal cord injury. 
 We advocate for spinal cord injury facility expansion in the VA system 
 We provide continuing education scholarships for VA clinicians to attend Paralyzed Veterans’ annual health-care 

Summit. 
 
BENEFITS 
SECURING VA BENEFITS 
Paralyzed Veterans of America’s highly trained national service officers are “Partners for Life” for veterans 
and their families, helping them get the care and benefits they require for a lifetime of ever-changing needs 
and circumstances. Our service officers help those who have served secure the benefits they earned,         
including disability compensation, adaptive housing grants, and adaptive automobile equipment. 
 We secured $1 billion in new and current benefits for veterans and their survivors during fiscal year 

2013. 
 We also provide legal representation for appealing denied claims. 
 
JOBS 
ACCESS TO MEANINGFUL EMPLOYMENT 
Our vocational rehabilitation program, Operation PAVE (Paving Access for Veterans Employment) provides free, 
one-on-one career counseling, benefits assistance, and support to any U.S. veteran as well as to the families and 
caregivers of veterans. This unique, privately funded program also guides and encourages employers to hire the 
talented, dedicated, and highly trained men and women who have served our nation. PAVE counselors act as     
personal advocates to help veterans navigate the complex journey from active duty or injury to a job and             
independence. And PAVE counselors remain partners for life, helping to guide and provide assistance as needs and 
circumstances change. Paralyzed Veterans of America, a congressionally chartered organization founded in 1946, 
manages PAVE. The PAVE private-public partnership is funded entirely through private donations. 
 
 Operation PAVE has offices located in all VA Spinal Cord Injury and Disease Centers.  
 Operation Pave received a generous UPS grant of $1 million, allowing for program expansion.    
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Veterans with confirmed service-connected amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) now automatically 
qualify for grants to help pay for the costs of building, buying or adapting a home, according to a   
policy change the Department of Veterans Affairs announced March 19, 2014. 
 
The policy change means that veterans with ALS, commonly known as Lou Gehrig’s disease, are 
now presumed medically eligible for specially adapted housing grants up to a maximum of $67,555 
to help pay for costs associated with constructing or modifying a home to meet their needs, or to 
purchase adapted homes or pay mortgages on homes that are already adapted.  
 
The process for applying for specially adapted housing grants can be long and cumbersome, largely 
because the VA has to review plans, request bids from contractors and evaluate the potential for the 
home to be adapted. 
 
The long process has been especially challenging for veterans with ALS, who previously did not 
qualify for the benefits until their condition worsened. Since ALS patients on average live only three 
to five years after receiving their diagnosis, this often prompted Paralyzed Veterans of America to 
work with the VA early on to ensure benefits were ready when the ALS veteran lost his or her ability 
to walk. 
 
“ALS patients tend to deteriorate very rapidly; it’s not a gradual onset for the most part,” said James 
Fischl, associate director of field services operations at Paralyzed Veterans of America. “The        
paperwork involved for specially adapted housing can be very cumbersome. Now they can start that 
paperwork early and get an idea of what they’re going to need before their condition deteriorates to 
the point where they can’t get along without it.” 
 
The VA estimates the policy change will save approximately 12 months in the overall process of   
applying for a specially adapted housing grant. 
 
Fischl said the process for receiving SAH grants would remain lengthy, depending on which area of 
the country a veteran lives, the degree of modifications and the contractors available. Still, being 
able to initiate the process before a veteran’s ALS condition worsens is a key step, he added. 
The VA in 2008 established a presumption of service connection for veterans diagnosed with ALS at 
any time after separation from service. The change made ALS veterans immediately eligible for 
monthly VA disability compensation benefits. In 2012, the VA amended its disability rating scale to 
assign a 100-percent disability rating for any veteran who has service-connected ALS. 
 
Veterans with an ALS diagnosis can contact Paralyzed Veterans of America to initiate and take care 
of all of the paperwork for the SAH grant, Fischl said. 
 
“We are very grateful this has finally occurred,” Fischl said. “It’s a   
blessing for the veterans who need the help.” 

Veterans With ALS Now Automatically Approved for VA Housing 
Modification Grants 
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Paralyzed Veterans of America volunteers do invaluable work that makes a real  
difference to veterans, their communities and Paralyzed Veterans' chapters.     

 

Volunteering can change your life, too.                        

Why is it so rewarding? 

 

 Volunteers make their communities a better place to live. 
 You can work for an organization and mission you believe in. 
 Having a positive impact on others feels great. 
 You can meet new people and develop new leadership skills. 
 Family volunteering lets you spend time with loved ones while helping others. 
 

Becoming a Paralyzed Veterans volunteer has never been easier. Each PVA chapter offers its own 
volunteer program with a variety of opportunities to contribute, plus you can commit to as many 
hours as you choose. Call the Chapter for an Activation Form and get involved! 

Are You An AZPVA Volunteer? 

Volunteering is fun!   
Start Volunteering Today 

Registration for the 2013 National Veterans Wheelchair Games  
       is now Closed 
Registration is closed for 34th National Veterans Wheelchair Games on August 12-17 2014 in 
Philadelphia, PA. The Games are presented by Paralyzed Veterans of America and the            
Department of Veterans Affairs.  
 
Each year more than 500 novice and experienced athletes meet for a week of archery, swimming, 
weightlifting, basketball, quad rugby and more. It's the National Veterans Wheelchair Games, the 
largest annual wheelchair sports competition of its kind in the world. 
 
Throughout the week, veterans realize their abilities and potential while enjoying the spirit of 
healthy activity and fellowship. The Department of Veterans Affairs and  Paralyzed Veterans of 
America have co-presented the Games since 1985. 
 
34th National Veterans Wheelchair Games 
Philadelphia, PA 
"Where Heroes Make History"  
August 12-17, 2014   

 
NOTE TO READER: 
 
The Philadelphia Marriott Downtown Hotel (1201 Market Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19107) is the official NVWG hotel. Teams are 
responsible for making their own reservation.  Rooms are on a 
first-come, first-serve basis.   

9-Ball  
Air Guns 
Archery 
Basketball 
Bocce 
Bowling 
Hand cycling 
Field Events 
Motor Rally 

Power Soccer 
Quad Rugby 
Slalom 
Softball 
Swimming 
Table Tennis 
Track  
Trapshooting 
Weightlifting 

At the Games, veterans compete in: 
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Chapter President 
John Tuzzolino visits 
a local school on   
career day to talk to 
the children about  
being in the military.  
Equipped with some 
face paint and a     
military MRE, they all 
got to try some and 
watch their teacher 
get her face painted 
camouflage.  

Left: 
Thank You letters 
from the students. 

Above:   Kelly Trujillo (Teacher) getting her face painted by John T. 
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Attention All Readers !!!! 
The Arizona Chapter will be raffling off a set of handmade  

.45 Caliber Dueling Black Powder Pistols. Tickets are on sale 
NOW!!!!!  And the drawing will be at our Annual Trapshoot at 

Tucson Trap and Skeet October 25th,& 26th. 
You do not have to attend the Trapshoot to enter and you 

don’t need to be present to win. Call the Chapter office for 
more information. 

Call for Entries: Paralyzed Veterans of America’s “Barrier-Free 
America Award” 

Present your submissions for projects that demonstrate exemplary accessible design for           
Paralyzed Veterans of America’s annual Barrier-Free America Award! The Barrier-Free America 
Award honors and promotes leadership, innovation, and action in the architectural and design 
communities in advancing accessibility—an advance that improves quality of life for everyone. The 
deadline for entries is May 30, 2014. 
Paralyzed Veterans of America commends architects, owners, and other key decision-makers 
who have demonstrated the importance of equal access and “Barrier-Free” designs in the built  
environment for disabled veterans and all people with disabilities. For this reason, we offer the 
award to honor and recognize those who make the conscious decision to be inclusive of all      
people. 
Since 2001, Paralyzed Veterans of America has honored many exemplary projects. For more    
information on past winners, please visit: www.pva.org/BFAA. 
 
We are eager to hear from you! Please return the nomination form to: 
 
2014 Barrier Free America Award Entries  Or email to: pvaarchitecture@pva.org 
Paralyzed Veterans of America Architecture Dept. 
801 18th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006 
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Pictures from our Annual  
Southern Arizona PVA Picnic 
Thank You to all of you who attended and helped. It 
was another nice turn out this year. Hope everyone 
had a Blast! 
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On April 11, 2014, Paralyzed Veterans of America’s associate executive director of veterans      
benefits Sherman Gillums, Jr., joined business, community, and government leaders at the White 
House for the third annual Joining Forces celebration. First Lady Michelle Obama and Second Lady 
Jill Biden launched the Joining Forces initiative in 2011 to engage all sectors of society and give 
service members and their families the opportunities and support they have earned. This year,    
former Senator Elizabeth Dole and former First Lady Rosalynn Carter participated in the event and 
delivered remarks on the importance of supporting the “Hidden Heroes,” the estimated 5.5 million 
caregivers for our nation’s severely disabled veterans. 
 
“For 68 years, Paralyzed Veterans of America’s members have championed the cause of taking 
care of those who take care of the most vulnerable veterans in our society,” said Gillums. “In  
addition to ensuring caregivers receive adequate training and the respect they deserve, our  
members make it a point to acknowledge the role our caregivers play in our rehabilitation, recovery, 
and eventual successes in life.”     
During the event, Dole discussed a research report on caregivers commissioned by The Elizabeth 
Dole Foundation: “Military Caregivers: Cornerstones of Support for Our Nation’s Wounded, Ill, and 
Injured Veterans.” The report revealed a number of interesting findings, particularly that today’s 
caregivers for Post-9/11 veterans tend to be younger, employed, and lacked a support network. 
Gillums said, “Younger caregivers have less life experience to call upon when faced with profoundly 
challenging circumstances, like caring for someone with paralysis, polytrauma, or other severe    
disabilities. Those who work experience higher rates of absenteeism due to the needs of the       
disabled loved one. This doesn’t bode well for future career prospects which, in turn, deepens any 
financial hardship.” 
 
The report also found that younger caregivers often feel alone because they either do not connect 
with support systems that cater to geriatric caregiving or have access to a network of support in 
their communities that help with challenges like caring for someone with combat-related post     
traumatic stress who requires assistance with bathing, feeding, and dressing. 
 
“We staunchly support the Joining Forces initiative because it has brought greater awareness to 
issues that Paralyzed Veterans has confronted for decades. Fulfilling jobs, full benefits, quality 
health care, barrier-free access in society: these are the elements of good quality of life for our   
veterans with disabilities. None of those would be achievable without the support of our Nation’s 
caregivers. We need to support them as well,” Gillums concluded.  

Paralyzed Veterans Celebrates a Third Year of Joining Forces at the White 
House 
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Are you waiting on a piece of equipment 
that was ordered through the VA? Please 
fill this out and fax it to the number at the 
bottom of the page. 
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Paralyzed Navy veteran Ryan Lindstrom believes every human being has a personal mountain to 
climb. His mountain was erected in 2003, when a life-changing car accident left him in a wheelchair. 
 
“Nobody has a perfect life; everybody has their mountain they climb,” Ryan says in a video for       
Paralyzed Veterans of America. “Mine is physical; I had no clue what life was going to be after I got 
hurt. When you’re fresh in a chair, you’re like a newborn baby almost.” 
 
Born in Tampa, Fla., into a strong military family, Ryan enlisted in the Navy after graduating from 
Tampa Bay Tech High School in 2002, shortly after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. 
 
Envisioning a Naval career in advanced electronics, Ryan entered technical school after completing 
boot camp in 2002. While home on leave from training, he fell asleep at the wheel of his car and broke 
his neck, leaving him partially paralyzed. 
 
“I was lucky enough to have a good family and good background to support me,” Ryan says. “The 
way I was raised was you have your problems, yet you just keep pushing through. It happened, and 
now I have to keep moving; I can’t quit.” 
 
It didn’t take long for Ryan to go from looking up from the bottom of his mountain to moving it. In 2003, 
while working with a recreational therapist as part of his rehabilitation, Ryan discovered wheelchair 
rugby – a sport that helped him not only overcome what he once considered physical limitations but 
also discover that life could continue to be lived in full following a disability. 
 
Now, 11 years after starting quad rugby, Ryan’s push to train and compete in quad rugby has become 
a full-time job. His ultimate goal: qualifying for the U.S. Quad Rugby team for the 2016 Paralympic 
games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
 
Ryan’s club quad rugby team, the Tampa Generals, recently placed fourth in the national  
championships and improved their standing from division 2 to division 1. He’s also been the recipient 
of several all-tournament and most valuable player awards.  
  
Ryan maintains a humble attitude, attributing much of his success to the efforts of his team. He also 
recognizes the support of his parents and family, as well as the role of Paralyzed Veterans of America 
in helping him discover adaptive sports and providing all the resources necessary to adapt and  
overcome his life-changing injury. 
 
“Paralyzed Veterans of America gave me the right direction to go as far as which sports to compete 
in, and they also helped counsel me to find direction in life,” Ryan says. “They provide you with all of 
the information you need to make your life better.” 

 
While Ryan’s greatest form of rehabilitation has come through adaptive sports, he 
has not given up on his life goal of eventually going to college to become a  
teacher. He also hopes his story will inspire other veterans faced with a  
life-changing injury. 
 
“Life is far from over, and you can do anything you want to do; you just do it sitting 
down,” Ryan says. “It’s all a matter of getting out there and pushing yourself.” 

Ryan Lindstrom Is Moving Forward with Family, Adaptive Sports, 
and Paralyzed Veterans of America 
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CMI Mobility, now celebrating our 30th anniversary, is a respected member of Arizona’s automotive 
business community. We strive to understand the needs of our customers and then follow through to fit 
the customer with the right wheelchair-accessible vehicle at the right price. Our prices are always fair, 
often times thousands below the competition, and always includes a 3 year 36,000 mile warranty on new 
conversions in addition to a warranty on the vehicle. If you are looking for a new wheelchair-accessible 
vehicle or just an upgrade from your current vehicle, call to speak with one of our specialists.  
CMI Offers a range of wheelchair-accessible vans such as the Dodge Grand Caravan, Chrysler Town & 
Country, Toyota Sienna and Scion, Honda Odyssey and Element, Volkswagen Routan and the Ford 
Transit Connect. 

Ask for Stewart 

 

Please make sure that if you have MOVED or even away for a short period of time, to change your address 
with : 
 1. The VA / Social Worker 
 2. Your Service Officer 
 3. AZPVA: (602) 244-9168     

  
 
 
*FIRST NAME:-________________________________________   
 
*LAST NAME:-_____________________________________________   
 
ADDRESS:-_______________________________________________ 
  
 
*CITY: STATE: ZIP:-_________________________________________ 
 
*PHONE:-__________________________________________________ 
 
*E-Mail:-___________________________________________________ 

FILL IN THE BLANKS!!!! 
CUT AND PASTE THIS TO AN  
E-MAIL 
SEND IT TO : 
AZPVA@AZPVA.org  

CMI Mobility.com      480-688-6000 

Remote Side Entry  $16,980.00 
Starting at $13,900.00 
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Date:  April 24, 2014 
 
Media contact:                    
 
Lani Poblete at 202-416-7667   
 
WASHINGTON, DC—In a statement released today, Paralyzed Veterans of America (Paralyzed 
Veterans) National President Bill Lawson expressed the following regarding the deaths at the VA 
hospital in Phoenix. 
 
“Paralyzed Veterans of America (Paralyzed Veterans) is deeply disturbed by reports that at least 
40 veterans died awaiting care at the Department of Veterans Affairs hospital in Phoenix.  We are 
outraged that hospital officials there may have covered up terrible delays and maintained  secret 
lists of veterans who were grossly overdue for the care they had earned and clearly needed.  
Paralyzed Veterans is calling for full accountability of Veterans Health Administration (VHA)    
leadership.  We ask that the VA take appropriate actions related to those involved – including legal 
action.  Paralyzed Veterans stands in solidarity with other veteran service organizations in         
demanding full accountability and immediate corrective action.  Finally, we ask that the findings of 
the Inspector General’s report be made public.    
 
For many years Paralyzed Veterans has been reporting the findings of our site visits to the VHA 
and our concerns that staff shortages are leading to potentially tragic delays in care. Our worst 
fears have been realized. 
 
We have reported that there are shortages of nurses and doctors in spinal cord injury centers as 
well as significant delays in the vital annual checks ups for veterans with spinal cord injury and  
disease. These delays extend from 18 months to two years.  We have not seen satisfactory       
improvements. 
 
The conduct at the Phoenix VAMC will only strengthen our resolve to continue advocating for    
sufficient staffing and proper care for our nation’s veterans.   
 
We know the VA is capable of better than this deplorable cover-up and lack of timely care in  
Phoenix. I know that Paralyzed Veterans of America and all veterans’ service organizations 
around the country will redouble efforts to help both veterans and the Department of Veterans   
Affairs ensure this never happens again.” 
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Whether veterans have just returned home or served years ago, their experiences remain with 
them. Their wounds might not be visible, but they need our attention. We can support Veterans and 
Service members who are dealing with challenges of all kinds; we’re in this together. 
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs urges groups and individuals nationwide to stay alert for 
signs of crisis in the Veterans and Service members they care about. If you’re concerned, call the 
Veterans Crisis Line: a free, confidential resource that Veterans and Service members and their 
friends and family members can access any day, at any time. 
If a Veteran or Service member you know shows signs of crisis, such as hopelessness, anxiety, or 
withdrawal, call on the trained professionals at the Veterans Crisis Line—some of them Veterans 
themselves—who are ready to listen. Call 1-800-273-8255 and Press 1, chat online at  
VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat, or text to 838255 for free, confidential support, 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week, 365 days a year. 
You can start the conversation today. Visit VeteransCrisisline.net/SpreadtheWord to download free 
Veterans Crisis Line materials so you can tell others how to do it, too. 
Let the Veterans and Service members you love know: Support is just a call, click, or text away. It 
Matters. 

Show Veterans and Service Members They Matter 

Paralyzed Veterans of America volunteers do invaluable work that makes a real 
difference to veterans, their communities and Paralyzed Veterans' chapters.     

Volunteering can change your life, too.                        
Why is it so rewarding? 
 Volunteers make their communities a better                                                   
 place to live. 
 You can work for an organization and mission you believe in. 
 Having a positive impact on others feels great. 
 You can meet new people and develop new leadership skills. 
 Family volunteering lets you spend time with loved ones while helping others. 
 

Becoming a Paralyzed Veterans volunteer has never been easier. Each PVA chapter offers its 
own volunteer program with a variety of opportunities to contribute, plus you can commit to as 
many hours as you choose. Call the Chapter for an Activation Form and get  
involved! 

Volunteering is fun!   
Start Volunteering Today 

Are You An AZPVA Volunteer? 
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Action Trackchair Inquiries 
CONTACT  
 

Wheelchair Getaways of AZ 
Dean Ruhlen 
Authorized Dealer  

602-672-4900 
dlruhlen@yahoo.com 

1-800-642-2042 Call for Rates 

2008 Dodge Four Door Mega Cab with a Hemi Engine 
 
 Mobility full-cut Wheelchair Floor Conversion with Braun UVL Wheelchair Lift 
 Low Effort Steering with Hand Controls 
 Automatic Wheelchair Lock Down 
 Two Front Seats on Rolling Removable Bases 
 Fold Down Rear Bench Seat for Three 
 
Mileage: 81K 
Price: $39,950 
Location: Phoenix 
Contact: Bob @ 520-240-2297  
or bobherrington@me.com 

By Owner 



  

Any questions, or if you would like 
to add to the calendar please call the  

office at 
602-244-9168  

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
from  

   The Arizona Chapter 
 

The Arizona Chapter voting membership stands at 500 as of April 1st 2014. 
National and AZPVA records show our voting membership as:   

269- Service Connected  231- Non-Service Connected   
 

The Arizona Chapter encourages each of our members to contact the Chapter and let us know how you are 
doing, and if we can help you in any way.  If you know of any of our members who have passed away, or if 
you have an address/phone change, please contact the Chapter as soon as possible. Also, if you would like to 
receive the Desert Oracle Newsletter by e-mail, please call or e-mail the office with your e-mail address. 
 
 

Do you know a veteran with spinal cord dysfunction who isn’t a member of the AZPVA?   
Let us know at the Chapter office by calling  

602-244-9168 or 1-800-621-9217  
e-mail: azpva@azpva.org 

 

Please have someone contact our  
Chapter office in the event of a member’s 
death so that we can inform other  
member’s who might wish to pay their 
respects to the departed. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 April 
Fools Day 

2 3 4 5 BOD Meeting 
Southern AZ  
Picnic in Marana 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 Easter 21 22 Earth 
Day 

23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

April 2014 
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April 
Robert M. Bevins   
Cindi J. Smith   
John J. Tumidajski   
Ronnie R. Lucier   
Edward D. McGrath   
Leonard G. Venardos   
George C. Proudfoot   
Donna D. Decker   
Charles M. Hill   
Arthur J. Munoz   
Noah R. Brown   
Darrell L. March   
Roger D. Delpier   
Todd F. Dittmer   
Robert Endsley   
Wayne H. Ford   
Ludwig Kaftan   
John F. Rourke   
Manuel Jaramillo   
 

William J. Christensen   
John (Jack) E. Grams   
Rebecca S. Perry   
Steven W. Richardson   
Kevin M. Bair   
Richard  A. Hutto   
George V. Gordthwaite   
Candy R. Banker   
Jhennicea Morrow   
Lot K. Christensen   
Teresa L. Fernandez   
Louise M. Thornton   
Dennis W. Sutterfield   
Kevin D. Waisner   
Tony Gonzalez   
Charles T. Petty   
Todd C. Borgstadt   
Anthony D. Alagna   
Robert E. Malone 


