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The views expressed in the articles of the Desert  Oracle 
are the opinions of the author and not necessarily the 
opinion of the AZPVA.  Any article not attributed to an  
individual / group was compiled with available  
information by APVA staff/members. The Desert Oracle 
does encourage our readers to submit their articles,   
interests and/or rebuttals. 
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The Arizona Chapter has a prosthetics 
Lending closet. For a small donation 
you can acquire a power wheelchair, a 
manual wheelchair, shower equipment,  
aluminum walkers, canes, crutches. We 
also have Hoyer Lifts (manual & electric) 
Do not hesitate to call the Chapter office 
if you are in need of any type of 
equipment. We may have just what you 
need. 

Call us at : 602-244-9168 

Attention All Readers !!!! 

        * The Desert Oracle is Published at least 6 x per Year  

facebook.com/AZPVA  



3 

Michael A. Wilson 
Sr. National Service Officer 
(602) 627-3313 

Notes from our NSO 
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At Permobil, helping to improve on your expertise in complex rehab and powered mobility through education is a top priority. That is why 

we are proud to offer a series of programs designed to help you learn as much as you can about how complex rehab products can help 

your clients, as well as basic to high-level technical training. In some cases, Permobil can also offer continuing education credits (CEUs) 

to keep your certifications up to date. 
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Passion + People — About Clinton River Medical Products 

We’re passionate about technology and improving people’s lives. 
Part of a family-owned group of businesses with a long and proud heritage in precision 
manufacturing, in Clinton River Medical Products we’ve taken our collective skills and 
expertise and applied them to the medical mobility industry. 
With a focus on unique niche technologies, our goal is to create intelligent products 
that dramatically transform the lives of our customers for the better. 

 

See if a Power Assist Wheelchair is 
right for you. 
Here are some of the benefits of the Tailwind Power Assist  

wheelchair: 
 Safely navigate a hill (up or down) 
 Be as active and independent as possible 
 Power when you need it without a joystick 
Maintain your strength like a manual chair 

Tailwind is engineered to make the daily  
commute, the uphill ramp, or the 
downhill slope feel like a stroll through 
the park. 
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Attention All Readers !!!! 
The Arizona Chapter will be raffling off a set of handmade  

.45 Caliber Dueling Black Powder Pistols. Tickets are on sale 
NOW!!!!!  And the drawing will be at our Annual Trapshoot at 

Tucson Trap and Skeet October 25th,& 26th. 
You do not have to attend the Trapshoot to enter and you 

don’t need to be present to win. Call the Chapter office for 
more information. 
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Major Veterans Legislation Signed Into Law 
 
On August 7, 2014, the President signed into law P.L. 113-146, the “Veterans’ Access to Care 
Through Choice, Accountability, and Transparency Act” (previously H.R. 3230).  The law reflects 
the compromise developed between House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs Chairman Jeff Miller 
(R-FL) and Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs Chairman Bernie Sanders (I-VT).   
  
The centerpiece of the legislation is the so-called “choice” provisions that presumably offer cer-
tain veterans a choice about where they can receive health care services—either from the VA or 
a private provider.  The law allows for expanded contract care if a veteran has requested an ap-
pointment but not been seen or if a veteran lives at least 40 miles from the nearest VA facility 
(VAMC, CBOC, etc.).  The law requires the VA to issue a “Choice Card” to all eligible veterans.  
Veterans eligible for the choice option had to either enroll in VA health care prior to August 1, 
2014 or be a Post-9/11 combat veteran who is still within the authorized five-year window to en-
roll in VA health care.  This provision was put in place to limit the number of veterans coming to 
the VA to take advantage of the choice option, thereby holding down the costs of the legislation.  
The overall cost of the bill is approximately $17.0 billion.  Approximately $10.0 billion is directed 
for the purchased care option.  This provision of the law is required to be implemented within 90 
days of enactment.   
 
The law also authorizes $5.0 billion to increase capacity by hiring additional direct care provid-
ers (doctors, nurses, etc.).  The bill includes authorizations for 27 new capital leases.  It also 
provides the VA Secretary the authority to fire Senior Executive Service (SES) employees more 
easily with expedited appeals rights for the SES employee.  PVA was pleased to see that the 
compromise bill included these provisions to hire additional doctors, nurses, and other health 
care providers.  We have long argued that the access problems that have been identified 
around the country are a reflection of the lack of internal capacity.   
 
Unfortunately, we do not believe that the compromise legislation does enough to address the 
physical infrastructure problems that exist across the system.  The VA identified serious physical 
infrastructure resource needs in a supplemental request in July; however, that concern was 
largely ignored by Congress. 
 
PVA will continue to monitor the implementation of this legislation as the expanded option to 
seek private health care could ultimately undermine the existing VA health care system.  In the 
meantime, we would encourage PVA members to keep National staff informed as the choice 
option is rolled out across the country.   
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PVA Participates in Hearing to Review Actions to Address               
VA Problems 

 
On July 24, 2014, the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs conducted a hearing to review the 
actions that have been taken since the serious access problems were disclosed about the VA 
health care system in April.  The Committee received an extensive update from the Acting VA   
Secretary (at that time) Sloan Gibson.  The Committee also invited representatives from several 
major Veterans Service Organizations (VSOs), including PVA, to offer views on the bills being   
considered and the steps that have been taken to address the problems. 
 
Most of then-Secretary Gibson’s testimony focused on the VA’s request for additional resources of 
approximately $17.6 billion.  Most of this request focused on increasing the number of providers in 
the VA health care system, supplementing funding for expanding purchased care in the private 
sector, and expanding the infrastructure of the VA.  Unfortunately, Congress largely ignored this 
request due to the timing of the request and the lack of detail.   
 
PVA offered several recommendations and addressed many of the issues being discussed as part 
of the larger debate about reforming the VA health care system.  Our recommendations included 
taking proper steps to address the serious lack of capacity to meet demand in the health care   
system; restructuring the Veterans Health Administration (VHA), particularly the number of        
Veterans Integrated Service Networks, to best serve veterans; addressing the ongoing problems 
with prosthetics procurement; and ensuring that adequate resources are devoted to provide timely, 
quality health care and to address the critical problems with physical infrastructure. 
 
The central focus of our comments was the VA’s Accelerated Access to Care Initiative and the   
legislation on the Hill that would provide eligible veterans a “choice” about where they can receive 
care.  Both of these issues directly involve VA purchasing care for veterans in the private health 
care marketplace.  Through the Accelerated Access to Care Initiative, the VA will reach out to all 
veterans it has identified who have waited longer than currently established access standards to 
provide them the first available appointment within the VA health care system or immediately seek 
care in the community.  This program essentially reflects an expansion of fee-basis care authority.  
We believe that the steps being taken to expand access to care through this initiative are           
appropriate.  However, we also believe that the VA should focus on many of the concepts outlined 
by its Patient-Centered Coordinated Care (PCCC) program as it expands contract care options.  
The PCCC program places the responsibility for management and coordination on the VA, but it 
also places specific requirements on its contract partners regarding veterans’ medical records and 
follow-up prior to guaranteeing payment.   
 
PVA has continued to express concerns with the “Choice Card” program established by P.L. 113-
146.  We believe that the provisions do not account for the fact that suitable options for specialized 
services, such as spinal cord injury care, are not available in the private sector.  As a result,      
catastrophically disabled veterans are not afforded a choice for care.  Unfortunately, as Congress 
has turned most of its focus on reform away from addressing the lack of capacity within the VA 
health care system, the services provided to veterans who rely on the VA the most may be        
significantly diminished.  PVA’s Government Relations, Veterans Benefits and Medical Services 
staffs will continue to monitor these programs to ensure that our members are not being negatively 
impacted by the reforms enacted in this law.   
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Are you waiting on a piece of equipment 
that was ordered through the VA? Please 
fill this out and fax it to the number at the 
bottom of the page. 
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CMI Mobility, now celebrating our 30th anniversary, is a respected member of Arizona’s automotive 
business community. We strive to understand the needs of our customers and then follow through to fit 
the customer with the right wheelchair-accessible vehicle at the right price. Our prices are always fair, 
often times thousands below the competition, and always includes a 3 year 36,000 mile warranty on new 
conversions in addition to a warranty on the vehicle. If you are looking for a new wheelchair-accessible 
vehicle or just an upgrade from your current vehicle, call to speak with one of our specialists.  
CMI Offers a range of wheelchair-accessible vans such as the Dodge Grand Caravan, Chrysler Town & 
Country, Toyota Sienna and Scion, Honda Odyssey and Element, Volkswagen Routan and the Ford 
Transit Connect. 

Ask for Stewart 

 

Please make sure that if you have MOVED or even away for a short period of time, to change your address 
with : 
 1. The VA / Social Worker 
 2. Your Service Officer 
 3. AZPVA: (602) 244-9168     

  
 
 
*FIRST NAME:-________________________________________   
 
*LAST NAME:-_____________________________________________   
 
ADDRESS:-_______________________________________________ 
  
 
*CITY: STATE: ZIP:-_________________________________________ 
 
*PHONE:-__________________________________________________ 
 
*E-Mail:-___________________________________________________ 

FILL IN THE BLANKS!!!! 
CUT AND PASTE THIS TO AN  
E-MAIL 
SEND IT TO : 
AZPVA@AZPVA.org  

CMI Mobility.com      480-688-6000 

Remote Side Entry  $16,980.00 
Starting at $13,900.00 
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Contact: Robrt Pela: rpela@rpelagallery.com; 602-320-8445 
 

In July, R. Pela Contemporary Art Presents Dry: A Summer Art Event 
 
(Phoenix, June 2014) This July, locals can ponder life in the desert with Dry: A Summer Art Event, a          
co-production of historian Marshall Shore and R. Pela Contemporary Art gallery. In addition to visual art 
depicting the vagaries of life in the desert, the gallery will offer a Third Friday event featuring local writers 
and performers reading essays about their lives here in the hottest part of the universe. 
 
These readings will take place in the evening, and will be interspersed with slide shows (curated by Shore) 
of vintage Phoenix sites and scenes, accompanied by live piano music by Todd Grossman. Essayists include 
National Public Radio personalities Steve Goldstein and Nick Blumberg; popular local actors John       
Sankovich, Katie McFadzen, Greg Lutz and Linda Dearmond; playwright/actors Michael Grady and Brenda 
Edwards; artists Jeff Falk, Amy Young, Annie Lopez, and Crista Cloutier; Phoenix New Times’ Becky 
Bartkowski, and bestselling authors Stacey Richter and Kathy Murillo. 
 
The exhibit, on display through the end of July, will feature desert-specific visual art by local and national 
artists including Fernando Pinal, Cindy Schnackel, Diane Sanborn, Catherine Slye, Brenda Edwards, Cory 
Slawson, Edward Kennefick, Lisa Albinger, Ben Peck, and Hector Raul Primero. 
 
Dry: A Summer Art Event will open on First Friday, July 4 at 6:00 p.m. The Third Friday event featuring 
essayists and live music will take place on Friday, July 18, with three separate shows commencing at 6pm. 
Tickets are $10 each and can be purchased at www.rpelagallery.com, where show schedules will also be 
posted. 
 
Images and interviews with the artists are available on request. 

New VA Secretary Confirmed 
 
Prior to leaving Washington for the August recess, the Senate confirmed the next Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs, Robert McDonald.  McDonald is a 1975 graduate of the United States Military 
Academy at West Point.  He served five years in the Army as an infantry officer in the 82nd        
Airborne Division.  Following his military service, Secretary McDonald joined the Proctor & Gamble 
Company in 1980.  He spent 33 years with Proctor & Gamble eventually becoming the Chief     
Executive Officer.  During his tenure with Proctor & Gamble, he oversaw the growth of the       
company by nearly eight times (from $10 billion to nearly $85 billion).   
 
Secretary McDonald replaces Secretary Eric Shinseki who resigned in May amid significant    
pressure as a result of the disclosure of the serious access problems and the apparent cover-up of 
those problems throughout many locations in the Veterans Health Administration.   
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Paralyzed Veterans of America volunteers do invaluable work that makes a real 
difference to veterans, their communities and Paralyzed Veterans' chapters.     

Volunteering can change your life, too.                        
Why is it so rewarding? 
 Volunteers make their communities a better                                                   
 place to live. 
 You can work for an organization and mission you believe in. 
 Having a positive impact on others feels great. 
 You can meet new people and develop new leadership skills. 
 Family volunteering lets you spend time with loved ones while helping others. 
 

Becoming a Paralyzed Veterans volunteer has never been easier. Each PVA chapter offers its 
own volunteer program with a variety of opportunities to contribute, plus you can commit to as 
many hours as you choose. Call the Chapter for an Activation Form and get  
involved! 

Volunteering is fun!   
Start Volunteering Today 

Are You An AZPVA Volunteer? 

CRPD Passes Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
 
On July 22, 2014, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee passed the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) out of Committee by a 12-6 vote.  All of the        
Democratic Senators on the Committee were joined by Senators John McCain (R-AZ) and 
John Barrasso (R-WY) to pass the CRPD.  CRPD is an international treaty designed to        
promote the rights and dignity of people with disabilities worldwide.  The treaty has already 
been ratified by over 150 countries and is supported by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, along 
with a broad and diverse coalition of business, veterans, disability and civil rights organizations.  
 
On July 23, 2014, former Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole (R-KS) held a press conference 
along with current senators Tom Harkin (D-IA), John McCain (R-AZ), Mark Kirk (R-IL), and 
Kelly Ayott (R-NH) to express support for the Treaty. Other speakers at the press conference 
included PVA’s Associate Executive Director for Veterans Benefits Sherman Gillums.  He     
emphasized:  “This treaty is simply the global application of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
which has well served our society for over two decades. If America does not embrace this     
opportunity to show the world that people of all walks deserve a right to the barrier-free pursuit 
of happiness, then we would fall far short of our potential as a values driven, global role model.” 
 
PVA has joined with our partners in the veterans and disability communities to urge Senate   
Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) to bring the CRPD to the floor for consideration when     
Congress returns in September.  Final passage of the treaty will require 67 votes.  
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Action Trackchair Inquiries 
CONTACT  
 

Wheelchair Getaways of AZ 
Dean Ruhlen 
Authorized Dealer  

602-672-4900 
dlruhlen@yahoo.com 

1-800-642-2042 Call for Rates 

2008 Dodge Four Door Mega Cab with a Hemi Engine 
 
 Mobility full-cut Wheelchair Floor Conversion with Braun UVL Wheelchair Lift 
 Low Effort Steering with Hand Controls 
 Automatic Wheelchair Lock Down 
 Two Front Seats on Rolling Removable Bases 
 Fold Down Rear Bench Seat for Three 
 
Mileage: 81K 
Price: $39,950 
Location: Phoenix 
Contact: Bob @ 520-240-2297  
or bobherrington@me.com 

By Owner 



  

Any questions, or if you would like 
to add to the calendar please call the  

office at 
602-244-9168  

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
from  

   The Arizona Chapter 
 

The Arizona Chapter voting membership stands at 501 as of August 1st 2014. 
National and AZPVA records show our voting membership as:   

270- Service Connected  231- Non-Service Connected   
 

The Arizona Chapter encourages each of our members to contact the Chapter and let us know how you are 
doing, and if we can help you in any way.  If you know of any of our members who have passed away, or if 
you have an address/phone change, please contact the Chapter as soon as possible. Also, if you would like to 
receive the Desert Oracle Newsletter by e-mail, please call or e-mail the office with your e-mail address. 
 
 

Do you know a veteran with spinal cord dysfunction who isn’t a member of the AZPVA?   
Let us know at the Chapter office by calling  

602-244-9168 or 1-800-621-9217  
e-mail: azpva@azpva.org 

 

Please have someone contact our  
Chapter office in the event of a member’s 
death so that we can inform other  
member’s who might wish to pay their 
respects to the departed. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

August 2014 
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August 

 

Tickets now on sale!!!! 

.45 Cal 

Don’t forget about your tickets for the .45 
Caliber Black Powder Pistols. $10.00 each or 

3 for $25.00. 

Dennis H. Jett   
Ronald  L. McCormick   
Joseph E. Strifler   
Bennie G. Houser   
Dean C. Monarch   
Susan E. Wudy   
Horace W. Ricks   
Ivan G. Wilson   
Timothy L. Cooper   
Landrum Marshall   
Robert A. Wood   
Rory O. Heenan   
George R. Fox   
Robert Mihaljevic   
Glenn S. Dunn   
Irving F. Ekelund   
Debra J. Garcia   
Thomas A. Otte   
Ronald R. Dufresne   
Henry A. Dutcher   
Steven T. Hardy   
Rudy D. Villarreal   
William S. Burns   
David  Souther   
Leonard E. Carter   
Ken Hart   
Leonard H. Smith   
Paul M. Nelson   

William C. McCormack   
Alexander M. Bocz   
Angel L. Colon-Mateo   
Thomas M. Nielson   
Gordon Holway   
Homer S. Townsend   
Harvey B. Creech   
Edward F. Parks   
Richard D. Coy   
Angel M. Segarra   
Burl J. Williams   
Sheri Lynn L. Cavalieri   
Harry J. Morgan   
Leon w. Knox   
Dave Marshall   
Richard E. Fields   
Samantha L. Shank   
William A. Harper   
Harold D. Frandsen   
Roger C. Lainson   
Raymond P. Zeravsky   
Harry W. Bell   
Toby L. Gold   
Donald H. Peterson   
Jerry D. Daniel   
Steve Hymers   
Gilbert A. Portillo   
Marco Rossi   

July 
Richard L. Crull   
Beverly L. Hall   
Jesus F. Olivas   
Michael A. Sondrol   
Patricia A. Beran   
Richard McCarthy   
Paul E. Morrison   
Thomas J. Collins   
James  S. Smith   
Peter R. Quinn   
Faith S. Smith   
James R. McDonald   
Patricia A. Hardesty   
Linda Puhle   
Julius A. Aubin   
Cullen S. Child   
Danny H. Kunkel   
Nestor Chavez   
Sandra L. Easterwood   
David J. Showerman   
Savannah J. Hardy   
Howard L. Northern   
Michael G. Kennedy   
Dale R. Pyle   
Jorge J. Romero   
Diego P. Suazo   
James H. Blain   
Stephen C. Lusby   

Timothy E. Ramos   
Timothy W. Adkins   
Paul E. Winger   
James P. Erlick   
Hugh A. Convery   
Cheryl R. Henson   
Carl B. Kelly   
Amy B. Rocker   
Shawn A. Swartzmiller   
Lavern D. Dixon   
Jack E. Wilson   
Bruce M. Emeson   
John D. Gallegos   
Richard S. Glen   
Myra R. Grant   
Thomas J. Bell   
Louis P. Hoel   
Daniel K. Ferreira   
Vernon D. Gallagher   
Stephen C. Willoby   
Bridget L. Bauer   
Rodney W. Janzen   
Donna J. King   
Patrick A. Tee   
Gary T. Campbell  


