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The views expressed in the articles of the Desert  Oracle are 
the opinions of the author and not necessarily the opinion of 
the AZPVA.  Any article not attributed to an  
individual / group was compiled with available  
information by APVA staff/members. The Desert Oracle does 
encourage our readers to submit their articles,   interests and/
or rebuttals. 

Attention All Readers !!!! 
The Arizona Chapter has a prosthetics 
Lending closet. For a small donation 
you can acquire a power wheelchair, a 
manual wheelchair, shower equipment,  
aluminum walkers, canes, crutches. We 
also have Hoyer Lifts (manual & electric) 
Do not hesitate to call the Chapter office 
if you are in need of any type of 
equipment. We may have just what you 
need. 

Call us at : 602-244-9168 

Paralyzed Veterans of  America 
Arizona Chapter  

E-mail - azpva@azpva.org    Web - www.azpva.org 
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The 2016 Paralyzed Veterans of America Advocacy/Legislation Seminar was held 
at the Westin Arlington Gateway Hotel from March 1st to 4th of 2016. 

 
The focus of this year seminar was on legislative initiatives directly benefiting PVA's members. 
Healthcare issues are continuing to be the central area of concentration for Paralyzed Veterans efforts. 
The seminar examined programs to expand services and access to care. The statuses of current and 
future resource requirements for VA were also addressed. The seminar also offered insight into current 
standing of laws enacted to protect rights and the opportunities of all citizens with disabilities.  
 
Al Kovach, National President started off the seminar with introductory remarks, followed with an  
announcement about Homer Townsend’s recent passing. He ended his starter with a list of topics that 
we as Chapter representatives would later be discussing with our congressional leaders on the Hill. 
 
Sherman Gillums, Acting Executive Director followed Al Kovach with the inspiring and informative 
presentation on protection of specialized services to include the reinstatement of the Annual Capacity 
Report.  
 
The Keynote Speaker for the 2016 Advocacy Legislative Seminar was Fred Downs, former Chief of  
Operations for Prosthetics with VA. He provided the audience with a heartfelt and emotional  
presentation of his story and why he is so passionate about prosthetics in the VA. 
 
Dianne Brunswick and Leonard Smith attended the entire two day seminar at the meeting room,  
followed by two days of visiting all the members of Congress from Arizona. We presented the PVA  
priorities to either the elected Congressmen themselves or their Veterans’ Affairs staff specialists, and 
in some cases we met with both. The Arizona Chapter representatives were successfully able to visit 
each office, emphasizing that the Chapter is firmly behind National PVA’s top priorities and expect  
results. 
 
Priorities are as follows:  
 
 Protection of specialized services to include reinstatement of an Annual Capacity Reporting         

requirement 
 Air Carrier Access Act (ACCA) 
 Inclusion of Creative Services in VA Healthcare 
 Expand eligibility for the VA Comprehensive Care Giver program 
 Improve beneficiary travel for catastrophically disabled veterans 
 Complex Rehab Technology recognition under Medicare 
 Seniors and Veterans Emergency (SAVE) benefits act 
 Problems with denial of clothing allowance for catastrophically disabled veterans 
 
Presenting these priorities to our congressional representatives on the Hill was just the beginning of our 
task. Now, we as a Chapter must continue to let our congressional leaders know that we will continue 
to make these topics a priority in the state of Arizona until they are properly addressed. 
 
 
Written by Leonard Smith and Dianne Brunswick 
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April is Adaptive Sports Month 
 
Paralyzed Veterans of America joins other disability advocacy organizations in recognizing the benefits 
of adaptive sports to people with disabilities as part of Adaptive Sports Month throughout April.  
The month-long awareness campaign – launched in 2015 by medical supply company ABC Medical – 
spotlights the benefits of adaptive sports and encourages people with disabilities to participate. April is 
among the busiest months of the year for adaptive sporting events – from national championships in 
quad rugby, sled hockey and basketball to the kick-off for several adaptive outdoor sports, including 
kayaking, track and field and water skiing. 
“Much of the evolution in adaptive sports has come from the veteran community,” said Ernie Butler, 
national sports director for Paralyzed Veterans of America. “Just as prosthetics and wheelchair design 
have come so far, adaptive sports tends to follow that same path because of new technologies. We 
have sports that 10 and even five years ago were not available.”  
Paralyzed Veterans of America has long been a leader in providing adaptive sports to disabled  
veterans and others with disabilities. Its premier program – the annual National Veterans Wheelchair 
Games (NVWG) – co-presented with the Department of Veterans Affairs – is a rehabilitation and 
wheelchair sports program that empowers veterans withspinal cord injuries, multiple sclerosis (MS), 
amputations and other neurological injuries or diseases to live more healthy and active lives through 
wheelchair sports. 
“Programs like the Wheelchair Games prove that life doesn’t end with a disability; it just means that 
you have to go about doing things a little differently,” said Tom Brown, adaptive sports consultant for 
Paralyzed Veterans of America and founder of the NVWG. “The Games are an excellent example of 
people with disabilities showing other newly injured veterans they can be whatever they want to be.”  
The 36th annual NVWG – taking place Jun. 27 through July 2, 2016, in Salt Lake City – will be  
reflective of the breakthroughs in adaptive sports and technology, in part by offering new events  
including bobsledding and triathlon, Butler said. The Games will feature 19 events plus triathlon and 
bobsledding as an exhibition sport. 
“For someone who is newly injured, the Wheelchair Games are an eye-opener,” Butler said. “If you talk 
to any veteran who has attended the Games, they’ll universally tell you it was eye-opening for them; 
it’s a realization that life isn’t over after injury.”  
Meanwhile, Paralyzed Veterans of America also runs a number of other sports and recreation  
programs throughout the year – including the Bass Tour, Trapshoot Circuit, Billiards Circuit, Bowling 
Circuit and the Paralyzed Veterans Racing Team – to help members and all veterans with disabilities 
live an active lifestyle. 
As medical advances continue, new sports will emerge as well, Butler said, noting that Paralyzed  
Veterans continuously reviews its menu of offerings for adaptive sports opportunities, with programs 
like boccia, water sports and golf growing in popularity. Even better news is that an increasing number 
of sports are now available to veterans with higher-level injuries, where they have not been in the past, 
he added.  
“We are excited to see the opportunities that quadriplegics have to participate,” Butler said. “That’s 
huge.” 
Numerous studies point to the physical, emotional and personal benefits of adaptive sports for people 
with varying stages of paralysis and other disabilities, but often it is the personal experiences of  
thousands of Paralyzed Veterans of America members active in adaptive sports over the  
organization’s 70-year history that speak for themselves.  
“I realized there were a lot of things I could still do in a wheelchair,” said Roger Sack, sports director 
for the West Virginia chapter of Paralyzed Veterans of America, who was paralyzed in a hand-to-hand 
combat training exercise in 1991. “In the Army, we always say, ‘Be all that you can be,’ and that’s very 
true in sports and life, too. I encourage everyone to give it their all and to do their best for both  
themselves and for others.” 
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DOT Conducting Focus Groups on Air Travel for People with  
Disabilities 

 
On March 8, 2015, the Department of Transportation held a focus group to discuss the transport of 
wheelchairs and other mobility aids on aircraft.  PVA Senior Associate Advocacy Director Lee Page 
participated in this focus group.  This is one of four focus groups that DOT will be conducting to  
generate interactive and visual training modules for airline and airport employees and contractors.  
Additional companion pieces will also be developed for aviation related services and passengers with 
disabilities. The focus groups include an equal number of stakeholders from the disability and airline 
communities.  When appropriate, airport operators will also be included in the discussions.  A focus 
group on guide assistance was held in December 2015.  The remaining focus groups will be held later 
this year.  These include service animals (April 2016) and aircraft seating accommodations (May 
2016).  We hope that the last focus group will offer an opportunity to discuss the bulkhead seating  
issue.   

 

Air Carrier Access Act Legislative Work Advancing 
 
National Advocacy staff are currently negotiating with key offices in the Senate to advance legislation 
to amend the Air Carrier Access Act (ACAA).  Meanwhile, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
Reauthorization includes several provisions that PVA and our partners in the disability community are 
advocating for.  The draft FAA Reauthorization does not currently include our calls for a private right 
of action as this is the toughest issue to address from a political perspective.  While we do not view 
this as the optimal way forward, we are working with staff to amend the language as much as  
possible to help us advance the effort.  We are also very close to finalizing complete legislative  
language for a standalone ACAA amendments bill.  We are reaching out to targeted offices at this 
time to introduce that bill. 
 
Similarly, we continue to take in stories on our website—www.AirAccess30.org.  In the first month, we 
had nearly 2,000 individual visits to the site.  We are also working with the Sports Department to  
include information about the website for attendees to the National Veterans Wheelchair Games this 
summer as well as with the Meetings Department to include the website on all travel surveys going 
forward.   
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"I am related to everyone." 
 

RESTORE 
The individual or family unit through complete wrap around services and support. 

RENEW 
A sense of hope, balance, and purpose through a customized therapeutic plan 

utilizing holistic and conventional modalities on the farm. 

GROW 
Physical, mental, and emotional well-being through hands on experiences that nurture 
social skills, problem solving, and independence; maximizing potential and a sense of 

belonging and community. 

GIVE 
To the local community through the produce and services offered on the farm. 

For more information on this 
program, please contact :  
Erika Green at  
480-393-0870 or  
erika@hunkapi.org 
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They're owed a salute. 
  
And, now it's easier than ever to share one. Through the Paralyzed Veterans of America's G.I.V.E. 
Clothing Donation program, service never goes out of style. By dropping off your used goods in one 
of our donation drop boxes or by scheduling a pickup - you're saluting the people who've sacrificed 
so much in service to this great nation. Your donation is tax deductible and pickup is FREE.  

 
 
 
 
  
 

To schedule a residential pickup, please contact the number listed above for Paralyzed  
Veterans of America’s G.I.V.E Clothing Donation program. We are aggressively expanding this  
program, so please continue to check back with us for future listings. 
*Sorry we are unable to accept large items such as upholstered furniture, mattresses, box springs and console TVs. 

 -Clothing 
 -CDs 
 -Shoes, hats, belts 
 -Ceramics 
 -Drapes 

 -Books 
 -Bedding 
 -Housewares 
 -Clocks 
 -Small appliances 

Arizona 
Phoenix: 623-915-6287  
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April marks Paralyzed Veterans of America Month 
 
Throughout the month of April, Paralyzed Veterans of America (Paralyzed Veterans) and its 
34 chapters across the country will be highlighting the unique challenges veterans with spinal cord  
injury or disease (SCI/D) face, and how people can get involved and help. According to the  
Department of Veterans Affairs, approximately 44,000 veterans live with spinal cord injury or disease. 
Paralyzed Veterans of America is the only veterans organization dedicated to serving veterans with 
SCI/D. 
  
“This April, during Paralyzed Veterans Awareness Month, we’re encouraging the public to really get 
involved and learn about the unique challenges paralyzed veterans face and how they can help and 
give back to support these veterans,” said Al Kovach, Jr., national president of Paralyzed Veterans of 
America. “We will also be celebrating the accomplishments of some of our veteran members living 
with spinal cord injury and all that they have achieved despite their disability. Our members are active 
and playing sports, some aspiring to compete at the Paralympic level; they are going back to work in 
fulfilling jobs and careers; some are starting their own successful businesses, or going back to school 
to earn their degree; and many are continuing to give back and serve other fellow paralyzed veterans 
to let them know that life is not over after injury.” 
 
Paralyzed Veterans is encouraging the public to get involved and support our nation’s  
paralyzed veterans by doing one of the following: 
 
Hire a Veteran: if you run a business, consider hiring a veteran. Paralyzed Veterans 'Operation                 
PAVE (Paving Access for Veterans Employment) program works directly with employers to find  
qualified employees. 
 
Share your story: Paralyzed Veterans is currently looking for individuals to share their travel  
experiences as a passenger with a disability on its new website www.airaccess30.org. These stories 
will help Paralyzed Veterans continue the fight to ensure that people with disabilities receive  
consistent and nondiscriminatory treatment during air travel. 
 
Get involved: Volunteer your time to help veterans. Contact your nearest Paralyzed Veterans 
Chapter to learn about volunteer opportunities at www.pva.org/chapters. 
 
Donate now: Donate to Paralyzed Veterans now and help support our programs and services that 
are provided free of charge to veterans. Programs like adaptive and rehabilitative sports and  
recreation, benefits and employment counseling, and research and advocacy to ensure our nation’s 
paralyzed veterans have a voice. 
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Senate FAA Reauthorization Bill Includes Provisions Aimed at Problems  
Encountered by Travelers with Disabilities 

 
PVA’s efforts to improve air travel for passengers with disabilities have resulted in disability-focused 
language in the Senate’s version of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Reauthorization  
currently pending on Capitol Hill. 
 
As passed out of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, on March 16, 
the FAA reauthorization (S. 2658) includes four provisions, three of which derived from PVA-provided 
language, specifically addressing the needs of travelers with disabilities. Sections 3106, 3116, and 
3117 require studies that will highlight areas for improvement and lead to the dissemination of best 
practices to improve airport accessibility and air carrier training policies, and a determination about the 
feasibility of using in cabin wheelchair restraint systems. Section 3118 requires the Secretary of  
Transportation to establish an advisory committee on the air travel needs of passengers with  
disabilities to advise the Secretary on implementation of the Air Carrier Access Act (ACAA). The  
advisory committee will provide a forum to review the Department of Transportation’s efforts to  
implement and enforce the ACAA and provide suggestions for improvements to the air travel  
experience for people with disabilities.  
 
On April 6, the FAA reauthorization was brought to the Senate floor under legislative vehicle H.R. 636. 
In response to requests from PVA, Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Ranking Member 
Bill Nelson (D-FL) filed an amendment that would require the Secretary of Transportation to refer 
ACAA complaints to the U.S. Attorney General in the case of pattern or practice of discrimination or if 
a traveler encounters disability-based discrimination that raises an issue of general public importance. 
The Attorney General would be able to pursue civil action in federal court and the court may provide 
equitable or other relief, including monetary damages to a harmed individual, or civil penalties.  
Senator Richard Blumenthal (D-CT) also filed an amendment that would provide a private right of  
action under the ACAA.  
 
At this time, it appears that neither of these amendments will receive a vote. However, we remain 
committed to fighting for improved ACAA enforcement. The Senate plans a final vote on the FAA  
reauthorization the week of April 18. Meanwhile, the House’s version of the FAA reauthorization (H.R. 
4441) passed out of committee but has yet to be taken up by the full House. The House and Senate 
versions of the reauthorization differ significantly and much work remains to be done to ensure the  
disability provisions are retained in a final bill.  The current FAA authorization expires on July 15.  
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Senate VA Committee Considers Choice Program Legislation 
 
On March 15, 2016, the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs conducted a legislative hearing to 
examine four bills that could lead to permanent changes to the delivery of health care from the  
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), as well as improve claims processing at the appeals level.  The 
Committee considered S. 2633, the “Improving Veterans Access to Care in the Community Act,” and 
S. 2646, the “Veterans Choice Improvement Act of 2015,” as well as S. 2473, the “Express Appeals 
Act of 2016” and a draft bill that would make revisions to personnel policy for the Senior Executive 
Service at VA.  PVA submitted a statement for the record on the proposed bills.   
 
The most significant bills considered were S. 2633 and S. 2646.  Both bills offer a vision of how VA 
will deliver care in the community going forward.  While PVA generally supported many of the  
provisions of S. 2633, we expressed significant concerns about S. 2646.  That bill would essentially 
make the current Choice Program permanent.  Despite our reservations, it was disclosed by  
Committee Chairman Johnny Isakson (R-GA) at the beginning of the hearing that Senator Jon Tester 
(D-MT) and Senator Richard Burr (R-NC), the sponsors of the competing bills, have reached a  
compromise that combines elements of both bills.  The language of the compromise bill has not been 
released yet, but we will provide a detailed update as soon as that information becomes available.   
 
PVA also offered strong support for S. 2473, the “Express Appeals Act.”  This legislation closely  
mirrors legislation that was recently approved in the House of Representatives—H.R. 677 (that  
includes H.R. 800)—that contains the same proposal.  This legislation would expedite the appeals 
process at the Board of Veterans Appeals alleviating the pressure that comes from claims appeals 
that languish for several years.  PVA worked with our partners in the veterans’ service organization 
community as well as with Congressional staff and the VA to develop the provisions of S. 2473.  

PVA Holds Annual Advocacy and Legislation Seminar 
 
From February 29-March 3, the Government Relations Department conducted its annual Advocacy 
and Legislation Seminar.  We had nearly 100 total attendees with one of the biggest participation 
rates we ever had.  It also included quite a few new attendees as well.    
 
The Seminar included a two-day training session that focused on the wide variety of issues being  
addressed by the National Advocacy and Legislative Programs.  The Advocacy staff focused heavily 
on air travel and the Air Carrier Access Act, as well as Complex Rehabilitation Technology and  
voting.  The Legislative staff focused on protection of specialized services and the need for  
reinstatement of the mandated capacity report, as well as procreative services, expansion of the VA 
Caregiver Program, and potential reform of the delivery of veterans’ health care.  One of the major 
highlights of the week was the presentation of Fred Downs, PVA Prosthetics Consultant, on his  
military service in Vietnam and his subsequent 38 years of service in the VA’s Prosthetics Service. 
 
The week concluded with the annual testimony of President Kovach and the Congressional  
Reception on Capitol Hill.  House VA Committee Chairman Jeff Miller (R-FL) was presented with the 
2016 Gordon H. Mansfield Congressional Leadership Award during the reception.  Planning and 
changes to presentations for next year’s seminar are already under way.   
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 Social Security Caregiver Credit Act Introduced But Excludes Some Veterans’ 
Caregivers 

 
In March, Senator Christopher Murphy (D-CT) introduced S. 2721, the “Social Security Caregiver 
Credit Act,” which is a companion bill to H.R. 3377 that was introduced by Rep. Nita Lowey (D-NY) in 
2015.  This legislation would allow people who provide at least 80 hours a month of unpaid assistance 
for a relative with disabilities to continue earning Social Security credits.  They would be able to  
continue earning these credits for up to five years.  For many caregivers of veterans, this legislation is 
particularly important because these credits are necessary to quality for Social Security retirement 
benefits.  Social Security retirement benefits are based upon a person’s earnings in the workplace.  
These measures would count months spent as a caregiver as if they had been paid a wage.   
 
Unfortunately, caregivers of post-9/11 veterans who participate in the VA’s Comprehensive Family 
Caregiver Program, established by the “Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of 
2010, will be ineligible for the credits under the proposed bills.  Participants in the VA Family Caregiver 
Program receive a modest stipend to help support their families as they attend to the needs of  
catastrophically disabled veterans.  Because the Murphy and Lowey bills specifically exclude anyone 
who receives compensation for caregiver services provided, veterans’ caregivers would not benefit 
from these proposed bills.  However, P.L. 111-363 specifically excluded counting the stipend for  
purposes of earnings credit under Social Security.  Thus, if S. 2721 or H.R. 3377 is enacted, post-9/11 
veterans’ caregivers will be denied Social Security retirement credits under both programs.  PVA  
believes this inequity should be addressed and will be working with the sponsors and other interested 
policymakers to find a solution to rectify this problem.   

VA Brings VSO’s and Major Stakeholders Together in Attempt to Reform the  
Veterans Benefits Appeals Process 

 
At the beginning of March, VA convened a three-day meeting with the goal of standing up a plan for 
comprehensive reform of the veterans’ benefits appeals process.  With the appeals backlog inventory 
hovering around 460,000, VA is seeking a true overhaul.  PVA was represented by our office at the 
Board of Veterans Appeals.  At the end of three days, the VA’s starting proposal evolved significantly 
as stakeholders dug in and used their experience and expertise to help shape it.  As it became clear 
that any reform would necessarily require overhauling the initial claims process as well, the group  
decided to sequester itself for two additional days and also incorporated intermittent conference calls.   
 
With the Congressional calendar waning as we approach election season, the window of opportunity 
to pass legislation is closing.  While the VSO’s are eager to play a substantial part in any reform, 
there is consistent apprehension among participants who believe such comprehensive change  
requires more thorough consideration and scrutiny.  VA produced legislative language that represents 
the reform plan constructed by this working group.  It is currently being considered by the Senate as 
part of a pending omnibus bill which includes the VA health care reform package.  Similarly, the 
House Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs will be holding a hearing on April 
28 specifically to address VA’s current legislative proposal.  PVA will testify alongside other VSO’s 
who participated in the process.  Because negotiations regarding certain aspects of this bill are  
ongoing, PVA has not taken a firm position at this time on whether we support the plan.  Additionally, 
it is unclear at this time as to whether adequate resources will be available to facilitate such a major 
change.   
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Paralyzed Veterans of America is making it easier than ever to give back through Wheels Helping 
Warriors, a vehicle donation program that raises funds to help provide veterans access to free  
employment counseling, benefits assistance, advocacy, adaptive sports and recreation programs, 
and much more.  
Every vehicle has value. Regardless of the condition, your donated vehicle will sell at auction and  
proceeds will fund a lifetime of support for seriously injured veterans and their families. Paralyzed  
Veterans of America’s Wheels Helping Warriors vehicle donation program will gratefully accept the 
following vehicles: 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s simple to give: Be sure you have vehicle title, fill out the online form below or call a Paralyzed  
Veterans Wheels Helping Warriors vehicle donation representative at 1-866-841-2023 to schedule a 
FREE pickup. The average pickup time is 24-48 hours from the time of your request. Even if your  
vehicle doesn’t run, we will accept your donation. You may even earn a tax break too!  
Once your vehicle has been sold, we’ll send you a receipt for your tax records and the sale of the  
proceeds will be donated to Paralyzed Veterans of America.  
We appreciate your support of Paralyzed Veterans of America’s Wheels Helping Warriors vehicle  
donation program. With your donation, we are able to improve lives and empower veterans - and all 
Americans - living with disability. So, thank you!   

 Airplanes 
 Motorcycles 
 Boats 

 RVs/campers 
 Cars 
 Semi-tractors 

 Farm equipment 
 SUVs 
 Horse trailers 
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(Back row, from left) PDDGER Jack Baillargeon, PER Larry Megahan, PER Jim Cox, PER Lee Cook, PER Doug Harpold, Coach Richard 
Bonner, National Veterans Wheelchair Games, (Front row, from left) Athlete Joe Chitty with service dog, PERA President Gloria Cisneros, 
Athletes Steve Hymers, Pam Foley, and Paul Cartter. 
 
National Veterans Wheelchair Games 
By Pat Cox 
Catalina Mountain Elks Past Exalted Rulers Association donated $325 to 16 Arizona veterans who 
are competing in the National Wheelchair Games in Park City, Utah, in June. The funds will be 
used to purchase team shirts for the athletes. This is the largest annual wheelchair multi-sport and 
rehabilitation event in the world. The Games are open to United States military service veterans 
who use wheelchairs due to spinal cord injuries, certain neurological conditions, amputations or  
other mobility impairments. The Games are committed to fostering better physical and mental 
health for veterans with disabilities through sports competition. 
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Senate VA Committee Reviews FY 2017 VA Budget Request 
 
On February 23, 2016, the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs conducted a hearing to review the 
FY 2017 Budget Request for the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).  PVA Associate Executive  
Director of Government Relations Carl Blake testified along with our partners in The Independent 
Budget—DAV and VFW.   
 
The IB co-authors believe that the FY 2017 VA budget request is generally a good one.  The  
Administration’s overall funding request closely mirrors the overall recommendations of the IB when 
taking into account the nearly $5.7 billion in Choice Act funds that they project to spend in FY 2017.  
However, we expressed serious concerns about the suddenly massive growth in expenditures in  
community care spending in FY 2017 totaling $12.2 billion.  While we understand the need for  
leveraging community care to expand access to health care for many veterans, as discussed in The  
Independent Budget framework, we are troubled by the virtually uncontrolled growth in this area of VA 
health care spending projected going forward.  PVA emphasized that although Congress and the  
Administration seem to be overly focused on pushing more care into the community, it is imperative 
that critical resources be devoted to expanding capacity and increasing staff within the existing health 
care system, particularly for specialized services such as spinal cord injury or disease, and not simply 
punt this responsibility into the private sector.   
 
PVA also pointed out serious concerns with the FY 2017 advance appropriations, enacted last  
December in the “FY 2016 Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations Act.”   We believe that 
funding level is insufficient to meet the full demand for services veterans are placing on the system.  
For FY 2017, the IB recommends $72.8 billion for total Medical Care; however, Congress only  
approved $66.6 billion for total Medical Care.  While the VA proposed a significant and necessary  
revision to its projected funding needs for FY 2017, there is no guarantee that Congress will act on 
these revisions.  Failure to address these new funding needs could lead to yet another serious funding 
shortfall.   
 
We are also astounded by the obviously insufficient recommendations for the FY 2018 advance  
appropriations.  In fact, the VA even admitted that its recommendation is not likely sufficient.  The  
Administration’s advance appropriation request for Medical Services in FY 2018, $54.3 billion, is  
woefully inadequate to meet continually growing demand for VA health care services.  This even  
includes a $3.0 billion reduction in community care spending from FY 2017.  The Administration  
appears to have ignored its responsibility to properly address the funding question for VA medical 
care in FY 2018, and appears poised to pass it on to a new Administration following this fall’s election.  
This is an unacceptable proposition.   
 
 



MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
from  

   The Arizona Chapter 
 

The Arizona Chapter voting membership stands at 501 as of April 1st 2016. 
National and AZPVA records show our voting membership as:   

265- Service Connected  236- Non-Service Connected   
 

The Arizona Chapter encourages each of our members to contact the Chapter and let us know how you are 
doing, and if we can help you in any way.  If you know of any of our members who have passed away, or if 
you have an address/phone change, please contact the Chapter as soon as possible. Also, if you would like to 
receive the Desert Oracle Newsletter by e-mail, please call or e-mail the office with your e-mail address. 
 
 

Do you know a veteran with spinal cord dysfunction who isn’t a member of the AZPVA?   
Let us know at the Chapter office by calling  

602-244-9168 or 1-800-621-9217  
e-mail: azpva@azpva.org 

 

April 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2  
Luke Days 

3 
Luke Days 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16  
Southern 
AZPVA  
Picnic 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
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Deceased Members April  2016 Please have someone contact our  
Chapter office in the event of a member’s 
death so that we can inform other  
member’s who might wish to pay their 
respects to the departed. 

John J. Tumidajski  
Cindi J. Smith  
Robert M. Bevins  
Edward D. McGrath  
Ronnie R. Lucier  
Leonard G. Venardos  
John O. Anderson  
Carlos H. Lizarraga  
Kenneth E. Mucha  
Faith L. Capone  
George C. Proudfoot  
Christopher B. Tolls  
Arthur J. Munoz  
Donna D. Decker  
Charles M. Hill  
Darrell L. March  
Lloyd T. Hunt  

Roger D. Delpier  
Todd F. Dittmer  
Ludwig Kaftan  
John F. Rourke  
Manuel Jaramillo, Jr.  
William J. Christensen  
Steven W. Richardson  
John (Jack) E. Grams  
Rebecca S. Perry  
Michael J. Muller  
Jack I. Matthews  
Richard A. Hutto  
Kevin M. Bair  
Bernard W. Bjurstrom  
George V. Gordthwaite  
Jhennicea Morrow  
Candy R. Banker  

Lot K. Christensen  
Louise M. Thornton  
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