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was compiled with available information by APVA staff/members. The Desert Oracle does 
encourage our readers to submit their articles, interests and/or rebuttals. 
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Attention All Readers !!!! 

The Arizona Chapter has a Prosthetics Lending 

closet. Here you can acquire a power wheelchair, a 

manual wheelchair, shower equipment, aluminum 

walkers, canes, crutches. We also have Hoyer Lifts 

(manual & electric) Do not hesitate to call the 

Chapter office if you are in need of any type of 

equipment. We may have just what you or your 

family members need. 

 

Call us at : 602-244-9168 
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Paralyzed Veterans of America Response to President Trump Signing 

the VA Mission Act into Law 

WASHINGTON, DC — Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) issued the following statement from its 

President, David Zurfluh, in response to President Trump signing the VA MISSION Act into law: 

  

“On behalf of Paralyzed Veterans of America members—veterans with spinal cord injury or 

disease—their families, and caregivers, we wish to express our gratitude to President Trump for 

signing this bipartisan legislation into law. The VA MISSION Act will strengthen the ability of the 

Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to deliver health care in both the community and in VA facilities 

around the country, as well as assess and realign VA infrastructure. Of critical importance to PVA, 

the MISSION Act will finally expand the VA Comprehensive Family Caregiver Program to those 

veterans injured prior to September 11, 2001. 

 

This legislation wouldn’t have made it across the finish line without the enormous efforts of Senate 

Veterans’ Affairs Committee Chairman Johnny Isakson (R-GA) and Ranking Member Jon Tester    

(D-MT), as well as House Veterans’ Affairs Committee Chairman Phil Roe (R-TN). We would also 

like to thank Senator Patty Murray (D-WA) for her persistent advocacy for the caregivers of our 

nation’s veterans. 

 

Now that the VA MISSION Act has been signed into law, we will work tirelessly to ensure that this 

legislation is implemented properly, and that the VA Comprehensive Family Caregiver Program is 

made available to veterans who served prior to 9/11 as swiftly as possible.”  

https://www.pva.org/
https://www.pva.org/about-us/leadership
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The Arizona Chapter Does not  Endorse this Product or by any way recommend any one try it without proper 

doctor approval first.   
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Clothing Allowance 
 
 

 

If a veteran receives an appliance or medicated ointment or cream from the VA 
hospital (example of an appliance would be a wheelchair or braces, etc.) that causes 
damage to clothing, and the appliance or medicated cream is related to the 
veteran’s service connected disability, the veteran would be eligible to receive 

the annual Clothing Allowance. 
 
The Clothing Allowance is paid from the Prosthetics Department at the VA hospital, 

and the veteran must apply annually to receive this benefit. 
 
However, in some cases, there are some types of wheelchairs and medicated 
creams that do not qualify.  Prosthetics will make that determination based on the 
updated VA regulations. 
 
Clothing types that are considered in Clothing Allowance decisions are as follows:  
shirts, blouses, pants, skirts, shorts and similar garments.  Types not considered are 
shoes, hats, scarves, underwear, socks and similar items. 
 
A veteran can also apply for more than one clothing allowance, depending on the 
particular appliance(s) or medicated cream(s) the veteran receives from the VA 
hospital.  Again, these items must be related to the veteran’s service connected 
disability or disabilities. 
 
To apply for the benefit, a veteran must complete VA Form 10-8678 and submit 
the form to the Prosthetics Department no later than July, 31 of a particular year. The 
amount for the year 2018 is $795.21 for each Clothing Allowance. 
 
If the VA form 10-8678 is submitted AFTER July 31, the Clothing Allowance will 
NOT be paid for that year.  It is recommended to apply for the Clothing Allowance 
around the months of May or June. 
 
 If  PVA is the veteran’s representative, the veteran can submit the 10-8678 
directly to PVA, and PVA will then submit the form to Prosthetics on behalf of the 
veteran.  However, if the form is not received by PVA by mid-July, it is highly 
recommended that the veteran submit the form directly to Prosthetics.  (VA Form 
10-8678 can be downloaded from “Google” by entering “VA Form 10-8678” or it can 
be obtained from Prosthetics or PVA’s Service Office). 
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 Clothing Allowance 

 

The Clothing Allowance is usually paid at the end of August or 

September, depending on the volume of claims for a particular year. 
 
Clothing Allowance “Recurring” List: 
In the past when a veteran’s condition was considered to be 
“static” (meaning the veteran’s physical condition was not expected to 
change; the veteran’s service connected condition would cause the veteran 
to continually need a particular appliance or appliances), the veteran was 
added to a list referred to as “Recurring”.  Once a veteran was on the 
“Recurring” list, the veteran no longer needed to apply annually for the 
Clothing Allowance, as he/she would then automatically receive the benefit 
every year. 
 
Prosthetics is no longer allowing new applicants for the Clothing Allowance 
to be added to the “Recurring” list.  However, if a veteran is 
“grandfathered in” on the “Recurring” list to receive the Clothing 
Allowance, the veteran will remain on the list UNLESS the veteran 
applies for another Clothing Allowance using the 10-8678.  In other words, 
if a veteran is already on the “Recurring” list and does not want to file the 
10-8678 every year, it is advisable NOT apply for another Clothing 
Allowance. 
 
Once a “Recurring” veteran files a 10-8678 (even if it would be for the 
same item for which the veteran has been receiving the Clothing Allowance 
in the past), the veteran would then be automatically taken off the 
“Recurring” list, never to be on the list again.   Again, if a veteran does not 
want to be taken off the “Recurring” list, the veteran should NOT file a 10-
8678. 
 
Submitted by 
Jackie Berkshire 
Senior Secretary and Accredited Administrator 
PVA Phoenix Service Office 
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Arizona Chapter Paralyzed Veterans of America 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT from The Arizona Chapter 

The Arizona Chapter voting membership stands at 458 as of 6/15/18. 

National and AZPVA records show our voting membership at 

 

   248- Service Connected  210- Non-Service Connected   

 
The Arizona Chapter encourages each of our members to contact the Chapter and let 

us know how you are doing and if you have any ideas or issues we might be able to 

help you with.  If you know of any of our members who have passed away, or if you 

have an address/phone change, please contact the Chapter as soon as possible. Also, if 

you would like to receive the Desert Oracle Newsletter by email, please call or email 

the office with your email address. 

 
Do you know a veteran with spinal cord dysfunction who isn’t a member of 

the AZPVA?   

 
Each Referral is eligible for a 50 dollar gift card after verification of 

Application  

 

Let us know at the Chapter office by calling  

602-244-9168 or 1-800-621-9217  

email: azpva@azpva.org 
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