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BE A CURTAIN QUEEN – Curtain Panels 

Instructions for Sewing Multiple Widths – Lesson Five 

 

(Slight Side Note:  Before stitching panels together, it’s helpful to fill several bobbins and have 

them ready for easy access while sewing.) 

 

Stitch the panel lengths with right sides together at ¼ inch from the selvage edge. (For sewing a 

patterned fabric, refer to the video and download in this lesson for matching patterns of a 

printed fabric.) 

 

 If you have a serging machine, serge the edge, which sews the seam, finishes the edge, 

and trims the selvage in one step.   

 

 If you don’t have a serger, make a straight stitch (length at a setting of 2.5 to 3). 

 

 Watch closely to keep the selvage edges aligned as you sew.  After stitching your seam, 

turn your piece to the front side and examine the length of the seam to be sure it’s 

stitched together correctly.   

 

 If using a sewing machine straight-stitch for your seams, revert to the back side and trim 

away the selvage beyond a half an inch from your seam. Now you have a small selvage 

edge on which to sew a zig-zag stitch beside the straight seam.  That secures your edge 

from future ravel. 

 

Press your seam to one side.  For the front fabric, the direction of pressing matters.  You want 

the selvage edge to lie toward the full width that will be located in the center of your window 

when drawn closed.  In other words, press seam allowances toward the center of your window 

when hung, which is opposite for each panel.  

 

This directional pressing helps camouflage seams when viewing your panels from directly in 

front. 

 

When pressing the lining seam, the direction of the selvage doesn’t matter at all. 

 


