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FOREWORD

| di dn 0t Bakbaraoditt whanhwa first met, but I knew it
was | mportant . Her | i fe, laidved
in the presence of God, with total dedication to His purpose, is as
convicting as it is inspiring. 10 mprateful for the example of
Bar bar ads ,dndIfthenk @Gofl fdr pdttiag nie Alongside
her walk with Him.

This is a book to inspire and lift you closer to the Father and
His Son, Jesus. It is an honor to have had a part in helping to place
it in your hands. May God bless you as the stories and lessons that
Barbara shares wash over you; cleansing, refreshing, and

nourishing your soul.

Barbara has a wonderf ul gi ft
a head 6 wwiaynd @daking. God gave her this book and it
was my happy assignment to edit it, to be blessed by itfl and herfi
in the process. I pray that you may learn as much from this book
as I and so many others have, and be encouraged to follow

B ar b axangld @ she follows Christ.

Dr. Tom Tglor






INTRODUCTION

Y PRAYER IS THAT GOD is GOD and We Are Not
will minister life into every cell of your being, and that
you will fulfill the purpose for which you were created.
I pray that God guide you through the valleys and into His highest

call and purpose for your life.

Where there is no visionthe people are unrestrained
[perish, but happy is he who keeps the lawProverbs 29:18)

It seems so many people are stuck because they have lost their
vision. Whenthey try to read the Bi bl
believe God is raising up people who will walk according to all the

precepts in His word.

They went out and preached everywhere, while the
Lord worked with them, and confirmed the word by the
signs that followed.Mark 16:20)

0They 6 patomitedtbhGod ho have paid the price to
impart freedom and life to others:
7 To owe no man anything but the love of Jesus Christ
1 Tobefreeandodo the stuffo Heds cal
1 To take the land that God has given into our hands

They, and now you, may ¢Goverwhelmingly conquer through
Him Whof 2 @S Romdi%ﬁzéﬂ.
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I pray you receive an impartation from this book that compels
you to go forth in victory; walking WITH God, hearing His voice,
and just doing what He says.

People often ask me how I
hear someon €,0 sd 0 n'bht¢ dirasten?our life takes depends on
whether we listen to the voices or THE VOICE.

I have stopped | ong enough

I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also
who believe in Me through their word; that thg may all
be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and | in You, that
they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that
You sent Me(John 17:20-21)

The following word that God gave Jeremiah is a place where
you can begin to hear THE VOICE:

If youreturn, then | will restore you
Before Me you will stand;
And if you extract the preciouBom the worthless,
You will become My spokesman.
They for their part may turn to you

But as for you, you must not turn to them.
(Jeremiah 15:19)

May God abundantly bless you into all that He is.

Barbara

earn



Part One

ITG A WILD STORY,
BUT ITG ALL TRUE






JERRY, CRIPPLES DO WALK!

ONDAY WAS FLAT-ON-MY-BACK TIME after another
grueling week and a full day of church on Sunday. All

of my muscles were exhausted...again. My legs

woul dndt wor k, my nec,kndmwohandsd n ot
woul dnodt gri pl.. Thlotclminmg t wonk ¢

acknowledge was getting worse.

Lying in bed, I pr acylledétngtole &0 d ,

mi ssionary, but how cWdmnenln thd o

denomination I was in at the time could either tend the nursery at
church, or go to Africa as missionaries.) Finally, I prayed a prayer
God could answer, because my heart was to build His kingdom

rather than mine.

I had become progressively weaker over the previous five years.
The doctors at the Muscular Dystrophy Clinic in Little Rock
charted my decline by performing painful biopsies, shocking my
nerve endings with electrodes, and carrying out other tests to see

how much muscle I had left.

The diagnosis was Charcot-Marie-Tooth, the same diagnosis
my dad had received 33 years earlier. The doctors warned my

family that CMT, a disease that causes progressive and severe

d

t
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muscle atrophy, was inherited and thatt wo of Daddyo6s |

would get it. The prognosis was grim at best.

I had sponsored MDA 0Love Runso6 for year ¢
athletic stores and appeared on the Jerry Lewis Telethons, raising
money for the Muscular Dystrophy Association to find a cure.

With no hope in sight, I was desperate.

0OSomeHARE 0 know toidony ddcgtod 10 Wher e ar
the answers?6 It wasnot onyBayYy Wit
yearsold.1 had a |ife to |ive O0Myd my
last resort was to go to the MDA Research Center at Columbia
Presbyterian Medical Center in New York City. Two weeks later,
the doctor there confirmed the diagnosis I had dreaded.

0The tests are compl eYoehavand t h
Charcot-Marie-Tooth,0 the doctor said as he finished his analysis.
OYou know the progression of the disease. There8 no treatment;
thered no cure. o6 | knew it well. F
watched both my dad and my aunt wither away.

While the doctor was speaking, suddenly, JESUS APPEARED!
IhadnoideaHe made 0.0bowdseé to Skahle Hostor,
0Do you have a Thetews noWheinbng dath er e ? 6
bank to prepare me for such a visitation. He looked down at me

and s ai d WheoBeadumsagoiagho trust Me?0

There was such resurrection life in His words that I stood up
and declared to the doctor, GOd & s goi nlg 6tmo gloe alg

home. No more tests.0
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The doctor looked at me and laughed. I checked out of the
hotel, headed back to Arkansas, and told my doctors there the
same thing: 0 God®BMNMOo gmdrme ttesths
laughed too.

I had never experienced a vision before. No one toldme 0t h 0 s e
thingsdé stildl happened; yoid Kkno
(ReadActs 2:1-21,10:317 and 16:90) But I had seen the Lord!

His words were clear and I knew by the spirit that God would heal
me, so I spoke that declaration by faith.

Death and lie are in the power of the tongue, and
those who love it willeat its fruit. (Proverbs18:21)

One day, weeks after my declaration to the doctors in Arkansas,

the LorSd agdi dvald&i ng! 6

0God, t his i Brepked.| | i ng me! o
He said, OYoudre dying anyway;
Wedre all dyi ng adogmwaaty |wer jeun

do what He says? I believe we all have crippled places in
our lives that God wants to heal; some are just more

obvious than others.

I began taking one painful step at a time...then five steps...then

ten. I started walking. At times, I was sure it would kill me. I
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walked, and walked, and walked. Thirty days later, I RAN all the
way home HEALED. Praise God!

I called Jerry Lewist o t el | him | woul dnot
agai n, Bye claaussues, finhealed.6 (Readlsaiah 53:5
and | Peter 2:24)

Are you wonder i ngpeabkautg tthoi smed
Remember, Jesussaid, 6 @@ aKSSLJ KSIFNJ a& @2A0S:
FYyR GKSe @ERfof726 aSé

The Apostle Paul wrote about the gifts of the Holy Spirit:

There are varieties of effects, but the same G@¢ho
worksall things in all persons. But to each one is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to
one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to
another the word of knowlelge according to the same
Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another
gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another the
effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to
another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various
kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of
tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all these
things, distributing to each one individually just as He
wills. (1 Corinthians 12:6-11)

My healing was the Oworking O U bf @ miracle.
I had to do my part; then God did His.
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Before the Lord miraculously healed me, | C otyd beytnd
where my withering muscles would take me and what little hope
remained. Suddenly, I had to reevaluate everything about my life.
I had come face to face with a God so big that the word He spoke
activated my faith. Now it was up to me to LIVE my faith, like the
Bible says, @K S NRA IK(S2dza YL y Habdkkhkfod, € A ¢
Romans 1:17).

Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who
comesto God must believe that He iand that He is a
rewarder of those who seek HimHebrews 11:6)

He said to herd 5 dzZ3KGSNE @&2dzNJ Tl AGK
well; go in peace, and be healed of your afflicti@n
(Mark 5:34)

WSadza alAR (2 KAYER&D2Tdze @ 8ANI
Immediately he regained his sight and began following
Him on the road.Mark 10:52)

When the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the
Earth? (Luke 18:8)

Whatever is not from faith is sinRomans 14:23)

Do you know the walk of faith? Do you know what the
word of God is over YOUR | i f e ? VYo un®verd| f i nd

in the Scriptures, between Genesis and Revelation.
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Sowill My word be which goes forth from My mouth; it
will not return to Me empty, without accomplishing what
| desire, and withoutsucceeding in the matter for which |
sent it. (Isaiah 55:11)

Jesus said, @ | S| @ SBarthwilf paiss away, but My words will
Y20 LI a@achkw2d3D. ¢

Jesus spoke the word over Peter, When you grow oldyou will
stretch out your handsand someone else will gird you, and bring
@2dz 6 KSNBE @2dz Ran2yi@ (i 6AAK (2 3A2¢

When Peter was arrested and bound in chains in Acts 12, he
di dndt f elrchuseheovasn @to $ye.I8d, lie eould fall

asleep between two soldiers and get some rest.

Who is speaking the word of God over your life?

When muscular dystrophy was ravaging my body, my friend

Joyce always said, oBarbar a, | 6 m
to heal you. 6
I responded to her the same way everyt i me: 0J woy,ce, |

this is inherited and two of us four kids are supposed to getit; | 0 m
just the first. o

Joyce always declare d Th e Bi bl e says that b
ARE healed,and] 6 m not goin@g to quit pra
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Years later, as I was planning a trip that would include a stop in
Little Rock, I prayed, lovetGweedqyce dgainmalu | d
show her 00 dm heal ed

I went to my favorite store on my way through Little Rock; a
large department store with two floors. I knew exactly where to go,
sol t woul dndot take | ong to run i
As I was leaving with my purchase, I spotted Joyce. In a 30-second

window of time, our paths miraculously crossed.
0JoYe&kd dm heal ed! 6
She said, ol never quit praying

Ian STILL walking, years later, o0 N J oy c e BrSise God! a y e r
Today, no one in my family has muscular dystrophy, nor will they.

The generational curse is broken and we have escaped.

Whods waYIOKR pragers @duy? All it takes is

one person to stand in faith:

| searched for a man among them whwould...stand in
the gap before Me for the landEzekiel 22:30)

Will you be the one to stand in the gap for your
0 | abn dw h efiroewh@vierfi it is?







THERE M UST BE MORE

WENT TO CHURCH PRAISING GOD for my healing and

standing strong in my newfound faith, but I was met with

staunch unbelief. 0 Wtat ? Youdre wal ki ng?
can that be?0 But I WAS walking; why di dnodt anyor
Finally, I asked the owner of a Christian bookstore if she had any
information on 0t hi s kind of t miandp. 6 ¢
recording and invited me to a healing service that weekend. I went

and I watched.

John, the guest minister, began the service by sharing his
testimony. As a young man, a friend told him about the love of
God and about His Son, Jesus. The Holy Spirit so touched John
that he asked Jesus to forgive him of his sins and to come into his
heart. The friend gave John a Bible, told him to read it and just do
what it said. Some weeks later, John agreed to go to church with
his friend. Af ter the service, John
expecting him to follow. As he continued sitting in the pew, his

friend sai d,l etldosthdgo cwene. @ n ,

John asked, 0 How c an iWhen doeve got\oeds tRe
stuff?0

O What stufdad&hkedd his friend
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0 The sus did. ¥ou Bnews heal the sick and raise the
deadeét he s tinuhk Bibletydn gate mavia 1gad.6 (Read
Matthew 10:B and Mark 16:180)

00h, John, that stuff doesnot
replied. At that, the new convert assured his friend that since the

Bible said those things happen, they still must.

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever. (Hebrews 13:8)

He who believes in Me, the works that | do, he will do
also; and greaterworks than these he will do; because |
go to the Father (John 14:12)

John began praying for sick people, cats, dogsé everything he
could find. They got worse or died, until the day miracles started
happening. During this time, God was purifying
showing him that the miracles were about God and His purposes,

not JohnO. s

During the healing service, I listened and tried to be receptive
to these new things. I watched legs grow longer, people get out of
wheelchairs, tumors fall off, and miracles of all sorts. The
experience definitely challenged a | i f et i me dfwas Or el
witnessing the gifts and workings of the Holy Spirit for the first
time. (Read Corinthians 12t90)

The next day, a woman came into one of my upscale athletic
apparel stores (I had four at the time and 10 more on the drawing

board). She was a GOOD customer. The store was full of people
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and the phone had been ringing incessantly...then GOD started,
oBarbara, pray for her. o

oLor d, | drmhariotstaudfe works and
works through me,01 replied.

oBarbara, pray f.or her, 6 God r

oLord, | dm not sure that stuf
wor ks through nREALLBgeos tudotm& and s h e ¢
the store is full of people. God, PLE A S E.O

0 Brbara, PRAY FOR HER.6 Clearly, Hewa s ndét goi ng
until I did what He said.

0 Be Oksayd, Gdlsaidl havet o pray for you.

| d batie @ dlue what I prayed that day; all I know is that she
cried and thensheleft . | t hought to myself
have to do that again.0

The next time I saw Becky, she shared, 0 Si X mont hs
I came in here and you prayed for me. I had been a closet
alcoholic and addicted to prescription drugs for ten years. I had
tried every drug and alcohol rehab center, and nothing worked.0
She had already written her suicide note when she came to my
store that day to buy her daughter a pair of Reeboks®. It was the
last detail to finish before she took her own life. Becky said that
God delivered her that day and saved her from suicide; now she

could face tomorrow.
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I didn 6t know a rByetchgyrsdgsl lifa; Allol Uriew
was that Gods ai d, OPRAY AHQR prdpdriky thd
chapter, I called Becky to ask for permission to share her story,

and for her recollection of that day.

oBarbar a, | waBecky kai i gdh.0gdaesto the ki t e

grocery store to get some things for my family, but I dropped the

sacks and just drove off without them. Then I came to your store

and you took me to the shoe room to pray for me. I saw the stools

that were carved to look like legs with shoes and socks on them,

and I thought I must be hallucinating. | ¢ 0 u | themeé ®f thes € €
people to go with the shoes. I remember thinking, 0 GiN,
youdbve really done it now! 86

Becky said she had also been having back pains that her doctor
said could be from a diseased gall bladder, liver, or an ulcer. She

told her husband, Ol pr obably have cirrhoc:c

OYou do AEAT mdch,dhn deplied.

~

oYels do, 6 sh®owojnd ®ts seédndohe know
knew what it took to deliver Becky from her path of self-
destruction. As always, He has the goods and knows where His
kids live. He also knows just how far down we have to go before

wedre ready to | ook

Becky had a divine appointment that day at my store. She was
instantly healed, delivered, and set free. To God be the glory!

daaaaa
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Vicki had Multiple Sclerosis. At 35 years old, her arms
looked frozen with her elbows bent. She came to the store for
warm-up suits, because the zippered tops were all she could wear.
When I shared the story of my healing with her, she looked like so
many others who seemed to think, 0 T freattfod gou, but it
could never happen for me. 6

Gods ai d, o Aaiklike o éd healed. @he invitation
was like the one Jesus offered at the pool of Bethesda:

A man was there who had beelti for thirty-eight
years.When Jesus saw him lyirtgere, and knew that he
had already been a long time that condition, He said to
hima52 @&2dz ¢ A akobae IS0G ¢St f KE

Vicki® $xpression brightened when I asked her the same
question. She responded hopefully, OReally? Yes, of course.0 As
we prayed together, God healed her INSTANTLY! She began
moving her arms around excitedly. 0 Ww! 6 was al |l she

Later, as she wrote the check for her purchases, Vicki began

crying. I asked her, 0 Wh at 0 snow® B o n g

OYou dondt usidterdughheatend., 60 Tshhies |

first time I&e written my own check in years.0 Praise God!

Cathyds doctors said she .BynHey ha
time she arrived at the store, she had given up hope. After I shared
with Cathy about Jesus, and how much He loved her, I asked her
if she wanted to live. Sh @ s a i,0cind weOp¥aed God began
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restoring Ca t hlieGusl, in the weeks that followed, He healed

her body and gave her new vision and purpose.

Miracles like that started happening all the time. Thank God
that His anointing breaks the yokes and sets His children free.

I praise God for those He heals instantly, but
someti mes God says,Gungphgad|l t hem

heal them from the inside out, so they don@ run off and

leave Me again. 0

Jesus said, 2,000 years ago, A ¢ KS { LIANARG 2F ,0KS |
because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor. He has
sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight
to the blind, to set free those who are oppressed, to proclaim the
FlL @2NrofS &SukNliad GKS [ 2NRE

That 6®ouwhé&tavi or did, angonl eft

with it, shall we?

Qo
Q)o
Qo
Qo
Qo
Qo

I was certain there must be more to God than I knew anything
about. My search led me to a spirit-filled church...the same one my
friends and I used to ridicule a n'd s a yjymp pevs el yalk
in tongues.0 Surprisingly, I felt totally at home there. The Holy
Spirit was free to t Ohtprésencaadid hea

God was so strong during the worship time that tears streamed
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down my face. His unconditional love healedwounds | di dr
know I had.

When youdre forlGadgrly enough
y ouoO ! | Hi Bpirivishveldonge.

People at the church were like a big family; they just wanted to
please God and be like Jesus. They had dedicated their lives to
Him in purity and humility, and were radiant with the Holy Spirit.

His love seemed to pour out on everyone around them.

I wanted what they hadil the Spirit of Godii living inside me,

walking in communion with Him, with life to live and life to give.

I reasoned that wi t h t hree Masteoshdul de
difficultt o o0 get Spihrei tHpdyydRoemepepegtedly,
but nothing happened.

Oh well, GOD is GOD and We Are Not. He is holy and He

dwells within holy vessels. He was turning up the pressure and

removing everything from my life thatwa s n 0 t pl easing

God knows what it takes to remove everything that
stands between youand Hm.Yes, it 06s tough c
as you know it, for the higher call, but God never said it@l
be easy; He said He@l be with us.
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Faye, a counselor and friend, invited me to a women0 ®eckend

retreat. I went, packed with all my religion that taught against the

gifts of the Holy Spirit, 6Thus invalidating the word of God by your

tradition which you have handed dowh(Mark 7:13), ¢holding to a
form of godliness, although they havdenied its power avoid such
men as thesé (2 Timothy 3:5).

Faye used me as an example in her teaching about the gifts of
the Holy Spirit. She asked me to share what I was experiencing as

she prayed forme in the spiriti i N ot.@ngues

I was having a vision of myself at two years-old, checking to see
if my dad was still alive. He had muscular dystrophy and we never

knew when he would die, so I looked in on him often.

Faye, sensing that God was healing me of my fears, including

the fear of love, asked me to finish the story.

OWhen I went back into the room,0 I said, QJesus was holding
Daddy in His arms and I knew that everything was okay. 0

You see, my dad taught us kids his World War II Marine Corps

phil osophy: olf you never get cl

you when tglee e wad iryéng t6 prepare us for his
death; however, God honored al i tt |l e gir |l 0s

dad alive until I was 35 years old.

The women at the retreat prayed for me to receive the Holy
Spirit. I feltliket h e i r 0 ,Qhuiln edaigdpnsdgie word.
They said, 0Youo0.bllwassth=skinkGod for
His Spirit months later.

pray

tong



There MustBe More 23

So | say to youask, and itwill be given to youseek,
and you will find;knock, and it will be opened to youror
everyone who asks, receives; ahe who seeksfinds; and
to him who knocks, it will be opened...how much more
will your heavenlyFather give the Holy Spirit to thoselvw
ask Him?Luke 11:9-10, 13)

The church I had grown up in taughtt hat t he 0gi f
Spiritéo ended in the firsWhileent
on vacation in Hawaii, however, God changed my theology and

taught me to respect the language of the Spirit.

During one of my morning devotional times, a group of
Japanese tourists walked beneath my balcony at the resort. As they
spoke to one another, God asked, o0Do you wunder st
are saying?o

ONo, 6 | replied.

oDoes that digfde nd you

~ 7

ONo, 0 | .ocalnhsamebrsedt hei r | anguage
OTonguesismy ki d s §sowhadoegthanogfef end you

Clearly, my church had been wrong. My O0r el i gi ous
keeping me from getting the gift that Jesus paid a big price to send.
In the book of Acts, Jesus told the disciples, after His resurrection,
to wait for the Holy Spirit to be poured out. At Pentecost, GThey
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other
tongues as the Spirit was giving themtteranceg (Acts 2:4). From that
time on, the Holy Spirit moved through the entire community of

those who believed in Jesus Christ.
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Months later, while driving and singing along with worship

music, a word came out of my mouth that 1@l never heard before.

I wrote it down and called a friend. O | got a ,WONE, 6 |
word! What should | do now?5d
o0Keep saying it,é my friend rep
oWhat ?0 I wasl he ndiegrnandf y ou

languages and I got one word? What 6s up with that

God was using the foolishness of the gospel to confound the
wisdom of the wise. (Read 1 Corinthians -B18 GOD is GOD
and He Bidgs HISoway. Tthat one word eventually led to

more, which became sentences, and then whole languages.

Obedience always seems to be the dividing issue. When we are
faithful in little, we are given much. (Read Matthew 253)

I believe that salvation without the gifts of the Holy Spirit 1s like
buying a Mercedes and not getting the engine. That, my friend, is
what I call STUPID. Jesus paid a big price to send the Holy Spirit

to anoint us with the power to do what He calls us to do.

But when Hethe Spirit of truth, comesHe willguide
you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own
initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He
will disclose to you what is to com@ohn 16:13)



WILL I LIVE THROUGH THIS?

WAS LOOKING FORWARD TO AUGUST when Mikala, my
youngest, would begin college. | 6 d been singl e
years and for the first time in my adult life, I would be free.

God in His magnificent wisdom, however, had other plans.

I went to church alone one memorable day in July. I arrived
late and found a place two seats from a man whom I had not seen
before. (A respectabl e dist-ance
and-greet time, he introduced himself. It was uneventful, or so I

thought, until [ heard Godsay, O Bar bar a, amidatods

ONo, hecCrOUL DNWBE, 6 | Ddhmodigskely. O
those are polyester pants he 8 s we alr i wg8 MYur e

husband would be wearing silk, wool, or linen.
Godrepeated Hi ms el f, oBar bara, thatéo

OLohedC, OUL DNeET, por ot est ed. ,th®e0n ot
are cowboy boots he has on, and fake leather at that?¢ | was s
that MY husband would be wearingGu c ci 0 s .

During this silent conversation with the Lord, ITc oul dn 9t |
but notice the aura of Jesus all around this man; a O pr es enc e
had never seen before. During worship, he seemed to be oblivious

to everything and everyone, as he enthusiastically praised Godé
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to O l oudl vy, I t hought . The poor

sophisticated we were at my church.

I attempted, unsuccessfully, to push aside my conversation with

God and tried to enter into worship.

During the altar call, I went forward to minister to some of the
people, crying as I prayed with them. At the end of the service, the
man with the ghastly wardrobe and unusual presence approached
me. I made some comment about my tears, to which he
responded, Ol sndt it good to be
person and pray them throughint 0 heal i ng?o

After the service was over, the man shocked me again when he
invited me to lunch. I had prided myself in keeping a safe distance
from guys,andwh en anyone tried to ofix
ONd hanks. Wh don a hlisiéamd, Godewall deyid him.
He will have &rom Your Father, Go d&dn hi s f or ehead
KNOWwho he is. o

My answertot h e s tirmwmigteatdison t,thand unch
you, my little girl has been out of town and I need to spend the day
with her. o

Moments | at e r-year-ohdyaughttr icainéd Upeod 1 8
me. She had just returned from a weekend trip with the church
youth group. Mikala looked shocked to find her mother talking to
a guy. The man asked for my phone number. Before leaving, he

had my phone number and I had his business card.

The last thinghes ai d was, 0Give me a cal
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0 What ad dla cti Wil dped He thinkhe is? Besides,
nice girls . 0dAndtt haal,| Iguys misse
with a laugh.

The next day, a friend and I were sunning by the pool when the

phone rang.

oOHel |l 0?06 | answered.
OHI , this Iis Nick,o6 the caller
ONi ck who?06 I asked.

ONi ck Antunao -tdqh-pydo pnobaecedi don
0l dondét know anyone named Nic

He reminded me of our meeting at church the day before.

Then he a sldeéiflyou haol plansodtno mor r ow? 0

OYedod | rdEIpé ileiddadegoingth Memphis to
s hop. 6 thixkotha® wbuld have ended the conversation,
wo ul dn Nota clyaocd ?

OWould you call if yPopsonghredlvbac
tomorrow night?06 He asked.

Ol Gumwe d | | g et,0lbepliedkvithtfialay. | at e
Undaunted, he asked what I was doing the next day.
0l need to gagsweted t he store, 6 |

oOoWhat store?d6 He pressed.



28 GOD is GOD and We Are Not

0 My sBaorrbear ads 6Lbckepl Redm

OWher & iHe icto®l touldmiteeydu there and take

7

you to |l unch. o

I realized this guy was not going to go away, so I agreed to meet
him for lunch and gave him directions. Little did I know that he
was on assighment from God, and he did not tell his Father, 0No.0Q

The righteous are bold as a liorProverbs 28:1)

I ran into the store the next day and threw my briefcase behind
the counter. I told my employees I would be back, and went to the
restaurant N € Xt door to méetl t Ootaiss t Niec
unusual lunch ever; all he talked about was God. The Holy Spirit
so anointed our time together that I had no idea three hours had
passed. Later that day, I received a beautiful floral arrangement,

with a card that read:

Many daughtershave done nobly, but you excel them
all. Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman
who fears the Lord, she shall be praiseBtoverbs 31:29-30)

0Th at 0 sOI houghteNick later shared that the gesture was
made in sheer obedience to the voice of his Fatherr He 6 d s pent
last dime on those flowers, and it was also a giant step of faith for
him to write that scripture. Only by the Spirit could he see those
attributes ever being true of me. I was an overachieving feminist
who didn@ want to be bothered. Besides, what could anyone give
me t hat I couldndt give mysel f?

that I never knew existed.
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When I called Nick to thank him for the flowers, he asked if he
could see me again Thursday night. He was busy ministering on
Wednesday and Friday with an evangelist who was holding tent

revivals in the area.

| said, o0Yes, ww®bhlhdmedyWruouldgb k e t
for a walk, or, i f youod I|ike,

Thursday night arrived and there was great expectancy in my
spirit. | di dndt r e me Mike dxcepmbledebus ha b o u t
carried. Hecame t o the door wear-ing
Bi s mo | ddess ghiit ith red running shortsfi the cheap, old-
fashioned kind with a white stripe. What a horribly distasteful
outfit, I thought. After all, I owned the BESTT sports apparel shops
in Little Rock, and I had agreed to go for a walk with this guy in
MY neighborhood where people knew me. Oh, God!

Thank the Lord for the times that in His mercy and
grace, He pushes us through the tests that we would

otherwise never pass.

As we started on our wa |l k , I noticed Ni cl

shabbiest I had ever seen and it was parked in MY driveway. I

cried, 0 Oh, hdle meulsknow it iEYob imd I
know thereds nothing in me capa

Finally, we came back to the house and I felt much more

comfortable not being on parade. As we sat by the pool, Nick told
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me about his journey with God. I knew ABOUT God, but he
KNEW God intimately. He loved God and walked with Him.

A person with an opinion

will always be at the mercy of one with an experience.

God anointed the time that evening with His presence and
power. He also began my death to the things of the flesh in favor
of the voyage to go onward and upward with the Spirit of the
living God.

As we sat by the pool, talking of heavenly things, Nick pulled
out a ring from his pocket...for ME. Oh, God, surely not! He asked
metomarry him and | heard the wor

mouth.

The Lord had told Nick months earlier that He was sending his
wife, and gave him her ring size. Nick came from northern
California to my church in Arkansas. God told him that his wife
was there and showed him where to sit when he arrived. He came

with the ring, perfectly sized, in his pocket.

I had many diamondsfi REAL ones, of coursefi and with one
look, I knew the ring Nick heldwas cubi c zirconiur
Glesh testsde v e r g 0 i n d wohdered.Senzheve P dso
knew this was undeniably God.
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When I told my family a few days later, they wanted to have me
committed. As if with a single voice, they said, 0 Yo u | udst d
t hings | i ke knhwhBnjandwherdooyou®t e v en

All T knew was that if I had ever heard or seen God in my life,
this was the time. The battle was raging between the part of me

that cared what people thought and the Spirit of the living God.

It is so true that the flesh rails against the Spirit.

I had no idea how I was going to get through this. My heavenly
Father knew just what the biggest tests would be, and He was
sending them all through Nick. God bless the man; he did a great
job through it all, keeping his eyes on Jesus, @ lde author and
perfecter F  F I(HAbibvK £2:2).

Nick heard God so clearly; I found out later it was because that
was the only voice he wanted to hear. God had taken him through
his oObreakingd6 from the thd ngs
livedinabighouse with al/l the trappi
hammer came down on his life. He had built a profitable trucking
business and was involved in real estate ventures when he started
using drugs and eventually lost everything. One night, in the midst
of his breaking, Nick put a natural gas hose in his mouth,
intending to end his life; however, God f oi |l ed i s
television was tuned in to a Christian station by omi st ake . 0 \

an evangelist began sharing about the love of God, Nick put down
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the hose, turned off the gas, and surrendered his life to the Lord
Jesus Christ.

After living through his breaking, God sent Nick to guide me

through mine, and he assured me that I would live through it too.
daaaaa

The Sunday after Nick proposed, we were to meet at church.
As Mikala and I walked down the hall, she s a i d, 0 Mo m, t h

s

I . O

00h, God!dé | thought, aKBewds saw
proudly wearing a flowered, Hawaiian polyester shirt and leisure
suit, which had been out of style for years. His thick glasses
distorted hiseyesandh e had definite odent al

00h, |, Yo KNOW this is my church, where everyone
likes me. Not only am I going in with this guy, but I also have this
imitation ring on my finger.0 Life as I knew it had ended in less
than a week. Would I live through it? Only God knew for sure. I
was beginning to realize that this man fit nowhere in my world;

but the plan of God has to go on,

We went in and I tried to praise God, certain that a spotlight
was shining on this most outrageous turn of events that only God
and the angels were cheering on. I tried to hide the ring and act
like Nick was some stray I had picked up whiled 0i ng my 0go
d e e dds kndt, praying in the Spirith LOUD. I was mortified.
DidnGhek now or care that we were 0
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Nick only wanted to enter into the presence of God, which

exposed the hearts of those around him, especially mine.

After church, Nick invited me to lunch, but I told him that I
had to go home. The truth was, I wanted to run as far away as
possible; better yet, I hoped to wake up and find that it had all
been a bad dream. Not a chance. God was in charge and He was
burning up my fleshly nature while my spirit was fighting to live. I
t ol d Mi Kk dhoawayl 0O Tlaenr @o t hrough wi

She answered, with- chi | dl i ke faith and
know itdés just yourndf Itehsah 6tsh aotn |
you <care O much about what pe

s
dondt you?o
oMi kala, 6 | protested, o0l just

To anyone who knew mefl a leader in the community and at
church; a prominent businesswomanfi it appeared obvious that I

had lost my mind.

I called Nick that day and told him I had made a terrible
mistake. I asked him to forgive me and suggested that maybe we
could talk about everything when the children and I returned from

a 10-day vacation.

Nick told me later that he cried out to the One Who had signed
him up for t klisiBply asked I8nsoneOgnestién: G 0
OWho brought you here?o0

OYou di d, Lord, 6 he answered.
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oflhen trust Me to do what |

Meanwhile, God was giving me no rest and I knew I had to see
Nick before leaving for vacation. I called to ask if he would like a
rug that I no longer needed. Ever the gentleman, Nick said,

oOSure, 6 and gave me direct.i

ai

t

I hit my knees | ike neverlf bef ol

this is You, in Your mercy, give me a desire for this man. Please do

whatever it takes to let me know undeniably that this is You.0

When I arrived at hisfi Lord, help mefi house trailer, it was
immaculate and I felt the presence of God. Nick invited me in and
as we talked, God confirmed in my spirit that this truly was His
plan. I put the ring back on and told him we would talk about

everything when the kids and I returned from our trip.

God really turned up the heat while I was on vacation. Nick

and I talked frequently and the Lord truly gave me a desire for the

God in that ma n . When | wa sondhthe pionet h

with Nick, God had me all to Himself and talked to me like I had

never heard the voice of my Father before.

Nick and I planned the wedding for the week after I returned
from vacation. I bought a new wardrobe for him of both casual
and dress clothes. I also gave him sharp and matching outfits from

my store. Nick was a handsome man and, now that he had

t

h e

coacce@t @albdolttkh mumlgbetter. Hi s O makeovero

be complete with contact lenses and a trip to the oral surgeon.
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Only by the spirit would anyone know that God had ordained
this marriage. Everyone in my world was totally against it and I
was taking a lot of flack. The Lord, however, clearly guided and

confirmed each step.

The day before the wedding, I went to help Nick move his
things to my house. I suggested that we give his old clothes to
Goodwill, because I knew he® @ever wear them again. I had just
outfitted him with a completely new wardrobe, so I thought it was

strange when Nickd s ey e s sangdaled het@dd mwwht. h

Nick had been through a monumental breaking of everything in
his life. Without a job for months, God miraculously provided food
on his doorstep and a few dollars in his pocket. Nick was so
grateful when God provided him with a job. His big treat each
payday, after his tithes and offerings, was going to The Salvation
Army store with $2.00 for new clothes. 0l N t he past
bought myself the best of everything, but my Father bought those
clothes and they Wk bng sharee thiy to
help me understand where he had been and why it had broken his

heart when I wanted to give away his old clothes.

God had set Nick apart to burn out all the old dependencies
and associations, to purify him, and make him more like Jesus.
God had certainly accomplished His goal. I had never met a man
who was so kind and meek, yet strong. He walked as his Savior
did: loving, giving, thinking the best of everyone, and trusting God
in everything. Nick had been in the presence of the Lord and it

penetrated those with whom he came in contact. The conviction

Spec
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power of the Holy Spirit flowed through Nick so strongly that
people who met him were forced to decide whether to love him or

to throw stones at him.

Anyone who focused on the outward appearances and
trappings that characterized my life at the timefl a beautiful home
on the lake, with a pool and spa, complete with all the creature
comforts, sports cars, and anything money could buyfi could have
concluded that Nick had inherited a gold mine. Through the
piercing eyes of the spirit, however, Nick® S ediénbe in marrying

me cost him his peaceful, private sanctuary with God.

Although my children and I went to church, paid our tithes,
prayed, and read the Bible, we were bowing to, @ ! £ £ G KIF G A&
world, the lust ofthe flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful
LINA RS (1Zohn 2:£6)ATh&kéds went to private schools, had the
cars of their choice before their sixteenth birthdays, and we were

into designer everything.

Soon after we married, the children and I began to change;
never by Nickds insistewWwat Rkhut
you doi ng ? Oonelday,Bvhet Irrdalieed justthomt much
I was changing. Things around me were becoming less and less
important, while my relationship with Jesus Christ was becoming

deeper and more personal.

Nickanswered meekl vy, oBar bar a, I

(

change me to | ove you | i ke you n
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God answers prayers like that. Years later, Mikala commented,
OMom, do you remember how we changed when Nick came into
our lives, simply by his example? 6 She continued,
down the law or tried to straighten us out. We changed because he
always uplifted and encouraged us with his prayers, love, and

compassion. o

On the day of our wedd i n g, Nick told the
day forward, I stand accountable foryouat t he t hr one
He took his new position as head of the family as his highest
responsibility before God, knowing that one day he would give an
account. Despite the challenges Nick went through during our
time together, he prayerfully maintained the balance of loving

God and gently guiding us into His ways.

I heard Nick crying out to God one day during his prayer time

and asked him later what was wrong.

0 Bar bHersa,i Tdvould éeally like just to love you, but I
live with the burden of knowing that I must love God more, and
serve His purpose in your life. If | dd thigwright, you w 0 ngé t
where yoadre going.

The Lord had Nick address my attitudes of pride, arrogance,
and haughtiness. When I demonstrated any of those qualities, he
was accountable to point them out. Once, when he called
something to my attention,| pr ot ested, 0l dond¢
tal king about. 6Thatds just how
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0Bar bar suggdted Behtlg, Kdidyou ever stop to think,
that just might be the problem?0

I was really trying, but obviously not getting the point, so I
asked, O What should I do differently?

OTry turning everything 180 degrees, exactly opposite of what
youdd normally think, say, or d «
bless his heart.

OWhy? I like me like thiss6 As f ar as | was con
nothing to discuss. Maybe that attitude is what God was referring

to in the following scripture:

For the heart of this people has become dull, with their
ears theyscarcely hear, andhey have closed their eyes,
otherwise they would see with their eyes, hear with their
ears, and understand with their heart andeturn, and |
would heal them.(Matthew 13:15)

During this time, the Lord began takingme on offi el d t
visionsil tosh ow HeawvenodSsiosaewndt that s
they used to be quite common. (ReadActs 10:36, 2 Corinthians
12:24, Isaiah 6:X, Zechariah 371and Revelation 128)

Jesus took me, in a vision one day, to a big room full of clothes
hanging on rods, like they would in a closet. With my
merchandising background, I began thinking of ways to help Him
with His displays.
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He excitedly picked out a black dress, held it up and asked,
oBarbara, what do you think of

0 Oh, ,iL 8® jain and ordinary,01 replied. My wardrobe
was flashy, el egant, and exp®RBE?V e é h

never wore anything plain and certainly not black.

Jesus looked disappointed as He put the dress back on the rod.
The field trip ended and over the next six weeks I gained more
than 40 pounds. When I was finally willing to shop for a plain,
ordinary black dress, the Lord, in His grace and mercy, allowed
me to buy a linen-and-lace designer originalil now three sizes

larger.

One day, Nick suggested that I read Ezekiel 16. After scanning
it, | f umed, ol d 8 i dot. It Kefatnlw mewnh 0t
not hi ng t o mevhich contdingthe eurlfa@hfulhess of
Godods ki ds endswith thefsllawmg | e m,

G¢KSYy @&2dz gAftf NBYSYOSNI &2 dzN
know that | am the lord, so that you may remember and
be ashamed and neveropen your mouth anymore
because of your humiliation, when | have forgiven you for
Fff GKIFG @2dz KloddeclaRgyS>¢ (GKS [
(Ezekiel 16:61-63)

God drove His point home one Sunday at church, by
engineering a truly humbling experience. He showed me 12
women 1in the congregation who at some time in their lives had

been sexually molested. My heart broke for them. The Lord
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wanted to set them free from the pain and shame they carried. He
told me to go forward and minister to them& NOW. As I left my
seat, |  f el t |WIRERLOADOhasd gan @n my r ea
bra strap fell downfi exposed before God and man. My face was a
mess from mascara running down as I cried for the women, and

when I got to the microphoneé itd i d n 8!t wor k

God s ai d,thisa Bbaut thegiida issue that Nick has
been trying to help you with; now | v8t aken you on. o0 A
seemed like Nick and God were playing tennis and I was the ball.

Thank God, neither gave up on me.

Qo
Qo
Q)o
Q)o
Qo
Qo

Mikala and I had always enjoyed going to the Apparel Mart
that was held four times a year at the Dallas Market Center.
Besides buying for my stores, we would haul bags full of samples
home for ourselves. When we arrived this time, however, the
atmosphere was terrible. It was like being in a movie called, 0 T h e
Games P elygylvlere VR ltuehgd,. péple were consumed
with sizes, colors, styles, pricese t he | at emsfdshiomand best

The Apparel Mart was a stark contrast to the realm of the
miraculous that I had been experiencing in my stores. People were
coming in crippled and walking out healed; coming in as sinners

and walking out saved; coming in dying and leaving full of life.

00Oh, God, 6 thht 6csr itehde oruetBhisisdsllt u f f |
andw e 0 ¢ing homne . 0
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As the Lord was delivering me from the illusions and trappings
of the materialistic world I had built for myself, my prayer became,
0 Oh, ploedorgive me, and set me free. I just want to go do
the stuff.0

What o0st uf f thingyJeuw toldHisklifiplek do éo.

' 4 @2dz 32X LINBI OKX Heavénky 3> a ¢
I i K IHgaRthessick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers,

cast out demonsFHeely you received, freely give.
(Matthew 10:7-8)

Read all of Matthew 10. The call remains today.

IThadn@ gotten into this 0G@img®soO C
get out of it overnight. God was making certain that | 8 d ne v e

repeat the walk of James 4:4-6:

You adulteresses,alyou not know that friendship with
the world is hostility toward God? Thereforewhoever
wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an
enemy of GodOr do you think that the Scripturspeaks
G2 y2 Llz2N13R2aSy daheSpire Bhichh Hedzd f & F
KFa YIRS (2 BRBH&dives alfatedziabal
Thereforeit says,a D2 R A& 2LJJI2AaSR (G2 (KS
ANI OS G2 GKS Kdzvoft So¢
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For months, I continued to cry out, 0God, please set me free, to
owe no one anything but the love of Jesus Christ, and free to kick
the dust off my feet amdHedwalnkdton
seem to be listening to my prayers, and | couldnodot get

The heavens appeared to be made of brass.

My newest store was the biggest and most beautiful of them all.
There was nothing like it anywhere in Arkansas and I loved it.
One night, as I was leaving I finally heard the voice of my Father:
oBar ber as,doiodh |d ke youfortMe befd® S 0 me
you | eave. o

oWwh at , L or wiBing loil6¥Yod.0 I @a® exced to hear

His voice at last.
0l 6d | i ke ytothisstbrQ bedauwseir IS goorwda.0

0Oh, Father,6 | ol ainhk SOGqrry. Please forgive me and

deliver me from this place.0

The grace had totally departed and I desperately wanted to be
with it. | asked Ni cdo,soGodWiilettmefcrame ? 0

Nick replied, oBarbar a, al | y o
everything, and do whatever He tells you. Satan will get tired of
hearing your praises and quit messing with you, and then God will

be free to move. 0

When Jesus was being tested in the desert, He said, 6Go, Satan!
C2NJ Al Aa oNRGOSY>T W, 2dz aKlFff 62N
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I AY  ZTYeih éhe (Mevil left Him; and beholéngels came
andbegan(i 2 YA Y A & (MSubky 41 @11).1 A Y €

I tol d Ni celerythimgl 6kndwi hg do. 06

It seems that the louder the defense,

the closer the conviction power of God is hitting home.

As I'unlocked the store one day, I prayed the same prayer I had
been praying for 18 months, 0 God whatever it
t el l me dwatlttolgdddb the sted i t .

Hesaid, ©O.&

0But , &o # oYsuadvdme this big house on the lake,
with the pool, the spa, and everything money canb uy . 0

ORead the book again, ®le replied. OThe rich young ruler was
to take nothing with him. I said GO!6 (Read.uke 18:130)

None of you can be My disciple who does not give up
all his own possessiong.uke 14:33)

Your oall o6 may be difflerent
still everything that would keep you from obeying Go d|0 s

call on your life. The call is the cost, or the cost is the call,

and we each get to choose what our answer will be.
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Ihadaone-day 0 Goi ng Out,lodefl theBltbsS i ne s s
and never returned. Within a week, my house was sold. What a

simple solution to a journey that had seemed so complex.

One day, God s ai d, 0 Bd r Jountk @ve $40L000 to
the church. 0

OHave you | ooked at my a&clcount
replied.
Heanswer ed, OHow about twaldidei ng u

decorator to furnish your living and dining rooms. 0
The total was $39,985.00.

I invited the pastor and his wife to see what furniture they
mightlike. During their visit, the pa
they had just moved into a new home with their five children, and
that their furniture was all hand-me-downs up to that time. They
were amazed that God had picked out the perfect furniture for
themf all brand new; the best of everythingfi and paid for too.
They left my house praising God for His goodness.

The Lord next instructed me to invite a single mother from
church to choose whatever she wanted for her new beginning. She
selected wonderful new furniture and accessories to outfit her
home. When the old stuff was moved out and her new things were
delivered and set in place, she sat down on the new sofa and cried.
She explained, 0 EVery time | sat on that
being thrown acrossit6 She had bfebasaanddGod/i ¢t i n
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was healing her. As she was blessed with new things, she could

then bless someone else with the things she no longer needed.

The Youth Pastor was to be the next recipient of whatever he
wanted. His favorite item was my huge, one-of-a-kind, roll-top

desk and the antique map of the world that hung over it.

A long, narrow piece of paper had been taped to the desk for
many years; a handwritten declaration, faded and discolored with
age. It had motivated my steps and embodied how I looked at life.

The statement read...

Attempt something so impossible that,
without God, it is destined to fail.

My children kept what was important to them, and by the time
the house was sold, everything had been distributed where God
wantedit He t aught me the principle

WK2S@SNI KIFa GKS ¢2NI RQa 3I22Ra
need andcloses hideart against him,how does the love

of God abide in him? John 3:17)

After getting rid of everything I had invested my life in, I had

only one prayer:

oLord, all|l |l ask is that You
to protect or defend dgbove
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My mother called one night, furious that I had closed the stores,

sold the house, and hadargybuven e
doing?60 s h e d ®Hnaynnd keved your stores. What will
people think? What will we tel]

I had no answers that she would accept. It was time to obey
God and go beyond family and friends. Jesus may have felt the

same way:

G . SK2f RIther ahdiZKdur Brdthers are outside
f 2271 AY3 AfstvéMihg therdz@é saidy 2 K2 | NS ae@
Y2GKSNI I yR aldoking MBoiit ktStihEe Kvho
were sitting around Him, He saidy . SK2f R a& Y2 (i KSNJ
My brothers!For whoeverdoes the will of God, he is My
ONBUOKSNI I YR &AMk SN F YR Y2 KSNIE

I slept on the floor of my empty house the last night andd i d n 0 t
even need to lock the door, because there was nothing left to
protect. The walk of faith began the next day, as I left to follow
Jesus. The faith I had read about in Hebrews 11 was no longer just

words on a page.

Now faith is the assuranceof things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen.For by it the men of
old gained approval.

By faith we understand that thevorlds were prepared
by the word of God, so that what is seemas not made

out of things which are visible.
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By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than
Cain, through which hebtained the testimony that he
was righteous, God testifyingbout hisgifts, and through
faith, though he is dead, he still speaks.By faith Enoch
was taken up so that he would nateedeath; and he was
not found because God took him up; for he obtained the
witness that before his being taken up he was pleasing to
God. And without faith it isimpossible to pleasédim, for
he whocomes to God must believe that He is atitht He
is a rewarder of those who seek Him. By falitoah, being
warned by Godabout things not yet seenijn reverence
prepared an ark for the salvation ohis household, by
which he condemned the worldand becamean heir of
the righteousnessvhichis according to faith.

By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyehy
going out to a place which he was toeceive for an
inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was
going. By faith helived asan alien in the land of promise,
as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and
Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promisefor he was
looking for the city which hasfoundationswhose architect
and builder is God.

All these died in faith,without receiving the promises,
but having seen them and having welcomed them from a
distance, andhaving confessed that they were strangers
and exiles on theEarth. For those who say such things
make it clear that they are seeking aantry of their own.
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And indeedif they had beenthinking of that countryfrom
which they went out,they would have had opportunity to
return. But as it is, they desire a bettazountry, that is, a
heavenly one.ThereforeGod is not ashamed to bealled
their God;for He has prepared a city for them

And all these, having gained approval through their
faith, did not receive what was promised, because God
had provided something better for us, so that apart from
us they would not be made perfect.

(Hebrews 11:1-10, 13-16, 39-40)
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GET YOUR HOUSE IN ORDER

Y SOUTHERN ACCENT MUST HAVE MADE ME seem
like a foreign invader to the natives. Whenever I went
to the local market, someone always asked me,

0 WERE are you fromand WHYar e you here?96

O | &om Arkansas, 6 |  raedpillyiGed@dan serl you to
Mi nnesota in the middle of Wi nt

The morning of February 10th, I awoke with a severe migraine
headache and went straight to God. oOWhat 0slordP®i ng
asked. My Father knew howto get Hsd au g ht er Oldadat t e
learned to walk with God in such a way that sickness only came

nearme when! n e e d e dpcal. Read dob 33)

The Lord s aitslo,weeld Yoqd yolr &ouse in
order,YOudre moving to an apadt men

OANn apart men tshocke@G o dohé@vikeed w ars
apartment.O At the time, we were renting a large farmhouse on 20

acres, complete with two snowmobiles.

I gave notice to the landlord and began packing. Sunday,
February 17th, a man at church with the gift of prophecy
approached Nickands ai d, 0God ha@safigoar d
get to go b &evws thiilled wiHheta teesfsincdwe
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had both been there before in dreams and visions, like the apostles,

Paul (Read2 Corinthians 124)and John (ReadRevelatidnlO-11).

On Friday, February 22nd, Nick and I went into the city to take
part in a weekend healing seminar. As we checked into the hotel,

the Lord gave me a word from the scriptures:

GL FY Foz2dzi G2 GF1S FTNRBY @&2dz I
with a blow; but you shall not mourn, and you shall ho
weep, and your tears shall not come. Groan silently; make
y2 Y2dANYyAy3 F2N 6GKS RSFREX{2 L
morning, and in the evening, my wife diedizekiel 24:16-18)

QX

Saturday evening, Nick wasn@ feeling well, so we stayed in the
hotel room rather than go to the seminar at the church. As the
evening progressed, Nickd s condi ti on bselicha me ve
rejected the idea of getting medical attention or asking people

from the church to come pray for him.

ONi ck, what have you done?06 |
prayers ar dhad knowwia mkspirit ! tvdo weeks
that there had been a breach in our relationship, and 10 dsked
hm r epeatedl vy, 0 Wh at has happene

wrong.0
0 N oirig,B Nick replied every time I asked.

That night, his pain became so intense that he finally confessed
something he had done two weeks earlier. He s ai d, Ol dv
repenting and asking Gaitkhhido f or

been wrestling privately with guilt and shame, and now he seemed
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to be deathly ill. The primary issue was not what he had done, but
that he had refused to share it with me, within the marriage bond,

where he could repent, be forgiven, and healed.

Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray
for one another so that you may be healeg@ames 5:16)

Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you
who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of
gentleness (Galatians 6:1)

When Nick confessed, I forgave him and asked God to forgive
him. The pain left him instantly and the presence of God came
into the room, allowing Nick to sleep peacefully. I saw a vision of

him at the throne of God.

I will go on to visions and revelations of theord. |
know a man in Christ who fourteen years agavhether in
the body | do not know, or out of the body | do not know,
God knows such a man.was caught up into Paradise
and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not
permitted to speak(2 Corinthians 12:1-4)

I checked us out of the hotel on Sunday afternoon. Nick insisted
on sitting wup in t he-longdadslso@en ger
He went to bed as soon as we arrived and slept until 4:00 Monday
morning, when he woke up and asked me to read Psalm 35 to him.

He went back to sleep and died at 1:00 p.m.

Paramedics and firefighters filled the house minutes after I

called 911. Mikala and I prayed in the Spirit and sang, 0 hzarus,
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Come d#tlh (John 11:43). After failing to revive him, the paramedics

took Nick to the hospital in the ambulance, while we followed in

my car. We wer e usher dadmiilnyt or oao nsop et chi aa
of death, where Mikala and I continued singing and praying. A

few minutes later, a nurse came in and said, ol d6m afraid

not hing more we can do for your

I replied, oWel |, h endesd lalt etihteh et
back or hhenuedoskél puzzied, so I tried to explain
the situation like Job did in the midst of losing his children:

Then Job arose antbre his robe and shaved hisead,
and he fell to the ground and worshipedie said,Naked |
OF'YS FNRBY Y& \aadin&ke&oNBall rét@ny o T
there. The Lord gve and the Lordhas taken away.
Blessed be the name of the Labgb 1:20-22)

Thenur se said curtly, 0Just be s
the body after the autopsy at 9:00 a.m. tomorrow.0

I asked what I t hought was a r ¢
be anyone i n t helroaldjwtiset Nick dorhimg t oni

back to life and finding himself'in a cold morgue.

That question must have prompted a phone call to the police,
because before Mikala and I left the hospital, a detective arrived to
guestion me about Ni ckds deat h.
hometot ake pictur els soafi dot hoeSusrcee ne . 0

On the way home from the hospital, Mi kal a sai d, 0
like that, Dad met Jesus; hecan @t do anyt hing mor e
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he just met Jesus.0 As we continuedfGddri vi
had told you that you could have the very best, but you could only

keep him for 2'/2 years, would you have donei t ? 0

0 Y elsvould6 | T&eliord sent Nick into our lives as a
Ot 0 u r.0Hp belpdl es to change, to go free from the things of
the world, and to make us useable for the Kingdom of God.

The police detective took lots of pictures and peppered me with
questions. After he left, | f ound bldthach¢ Gad ne\Bri
written in lying open to Isaiah 54, and a passage had been

underlined:

The reproach of your widowhood you will remember no
more. For your husband is your Maker, Whose name is the
Lord of hosts; and your Redeemer is the Holy One of
Israel, Who is called the God of all the Earthaiah 54:4b-5)

The next morning, two minutes before the autopsy was

scheduled to begi needtGodt glak d¢ ©

oWhat, Lord?6¢o

oWi I | you praise Me as much i f
owel vyes, Lord. o

oWi I | you believe I n resurrect
if I do?6é

oYes, Lord. o6
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TheLord replied, ONick has been
everything he ever wanted to do.

0God, Dbl ess that ahladusaym&mew f or n
then that the autopsy would begin as scheduled.

As I sought the Lord about what had just happened, He gave

me this scripture:

My eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that
they may dwell with Me; he who walks in a blameless
way is the one who will minister to MgPsalm 101:6)

Later that day, the Lord told met o0 get Nickds thi l
house before I went to bed that night. By midnight, everything was
packed and labeled to send to a Bible college for future ministers of

the gospel of Jesus Christ.

The following day, as we were packing to move, the detective
returned for a three-hour interrogation. | di dnodt know i
time, but the police were trying to determine if I had somehow
caused Ni @# dBssred eh€ Botveher, that the autopsy
report would exonerate me and, in any case, I got to do some
great preaching. Asthe d et ect i v érdggd oh, i Beard r vy
God say, Ol dm gi ving hi hhekehr ee 1
see him again. 6 Hallelujah!

The detective asked his questions:
oDid Nick have | ife insurance?d

oNo, 6 | answered.
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o0Do you havseupap ometanysoutresel f ?206
oYes, | have three Masterds de
oDo you believe in doctors?6
0l s uipypoous enneed them, 6 | answer

The detective left, never to return. In my spirit, though, I felt

the matter was not resolved.

Q_)o
QJo
Qo
Qo
Qo
Qo

| t 6s t harogine: tohink we lenfe tomorrow.
AlIf today were all you had, how would you live?
AAre you ready to meet God?
ADid you do what He sent you here to do?

That 6s will halter whénmavd take our final breath.

The week before Nick died, he shared with Mikala, O | j ust
heard a mother, whose son was killed in Operation Desert Storm,
say, 0 | t Wesalwdysuiged lovifzkand hugging, because
you never know when it wil/l be

Nick shared how important expressions of love and affection
are because, many timesw e dlom®w | t @ wtlitigiao | at
say, ol |l ove youd6 to the impor
that man to heal alittle g i r | @ t® endvw@agerhdr to be all God
intended her to be, and teach her the ways of the Lord.
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A few days ohank-goiegtd MNk a k & s dscan at, 0
remember the last time I hugged Dad. @hat night, she had a
dream in which she was sitting in the back of a big auditorium,
where I was preaching. Someone sat down and put his arm
around her; it was Nick. In the dream, she got to give him a last

hug. God completed that chapter of her life.

God knows the things that need to be settled for His
children to go forward; building line upon line, precept

upon precept; perfect from the hand of Almighty God.

Mikala and I moved to the apartment on the river that the Lord
had shown us. Life goes on; each page, each chapter, written on by

the hand of the living God, and with praises we serve Him.

Whether it was two days or a month or a year that the
cloud lingered over the tabernacle, staying above it, the
sons of $rael remained camped and did not set out; but
when it was lifted, they did set out. At theommand of
the Lord they camped, and at the command of the Lord
GKSe aSd 2dziT GKS& 1SLW GKS [ 21
the command of the Lord through MoseSNumbers 9:22-23)

A few months after moving to the apartment, the Lord asked

me, oBarbara, would you go to ja

OSure, Lord, 6 | replied, ol ol | go
He told me that most O f Hi s kidds oOoOwimp out

tough assignments.
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It seemed the issue was dropped and life went on...until August,
when I received the notice of a Grand Jury Investigation into
N i C deddhs The notice suggested that if I chose to come to the
hearing, I should bring legal counsel. I thought, 0Devil, you think

youdre going to i nvi thiesof@netdo 0 a
come with me? No way!0 | bur ne d(Retadh @outl et
Sennacheri bds | etter in 2 Kings

Before the Grand Jury hearing in September, the prosecuting
attorney called to ask if he needed to subpoena Mikala, or if I

would allow her to testify.

ONot to worry, Michael,0 I replied. 6She 861 | .béveé hgo
nothing to hide. 6

For Mi tkeaty-fiastObsrthday, she went alone to testify
before a Grand Jury Investigation into N i C dedihs They asked
her cold, meticulous, and impersonal questions. At one point she
began to cry and the judge called a recess for her to compose
herself. When he asked if she was ready to continue, Mikala
answered, oMy dad was a real p €
had just made him his favorite lemon meringue pie and he never

got to eat iit?6

God sure knows how to grow His kids up. You see, a
day 1s just a day, and GOD 1S GOD. He can sign us up
forwhat ever He isdchosliard éls knowd [t 6 S H

what we need to learn for where He wants to use us.
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The evening aft etheprMécdim ht@ries
called to tell me that I had been indicted for second-degree
murder. He said that normally an officer would pick me up that
eveningf or arraignment the next
that was necessary because he trusted me to be there. He didn@
know that God had signed me up for this adventure and I knew

Who would win. I was looking forward to a miraculous showdown.

During that time, stories of a State Supreme Court case

occupied the mectld &ad slied decatise st |

parents d i dndt tbadkcerr, dud tartheir religious beliefs.
The Grand JinmycisSwasth®8ed onshe facnthat I
did not take Nick to a doctor or to the hospital. The prosecuting
attorney was trying to capitalize on the headlines with the

circumstances surroundingNi c k 8 s deat h

I surrendered my emotions to God the next morning and went
to the Courthouse with my Biblefi the Sword of the Lordfi at my
side. While waiting in the hall, the Lord led me to minister to

several people.

When Michael, the prosecuting attorney, arrived, we

test

mor n

on.

exchanged greetings and went to the judge s chamber s.

had no job at the time, the judge appointed a public defender to

represent me. After reviewing the indictment, everyone agreed to

release me witht he judgeds signed Gener a

until the trial in late February. He gave me a copy of the order to

carry at all times.
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Thejudges ai d sheepi shl y  togdBdaejabar a,

for fingerprinting and mug shots.0

OExcuse me, Your Honor ?06 kellsdpe ke

ask him to repeat himself.

The judge had tears in his eyes and looked down at his desk as
he sai d aga ioRrg to tlr fail for @ngedbrinying and
mug shots.0

I continued on my journey, singing praises to God. I was
ushered through two security doors and sent in to the jail matron.
I quickly found out that she was going through a nasty divorce and
we had a wonderful time of prayer. We praised God together, with
our hands upl i fted, unt il a St
thinking there was a problem. I assured him that everything was
fine; we were just worshipping God; and he was welcome to join

us. Instead, he fled the room.

Several weeks later, Stephen, my court-appointed attorney gave
me the Grand Jury testimony to refute. My total defense was the
word of God; sh o u | d n 8 thest? Afiar d1,6Godtsifined me up
forthis. Heds v er Heweuldkedightingvtlas baalar d

For the word of God is living and active and sharper
than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the
division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and

able to judgethe thoughts and intentions of the heart.
(Hebrews 4:12)
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There were four points to answer in the Grand Jury testimony:
.oShe was glad he died. o

The word of God is clear and uncompromising: & | f ¢ & &
giving thanks forall thingsin the name of our Lord Jesus Chris
to God eventhe C | (i KEShNikns 5:20).

In everything gived KI y1 4T F2NJ GKA& A& D2
in Christ Jesus! Thessalonians 5:18)

2 . 0She thought he would come b

I do believe in resurrection and | didnot Kknow w
was going to do. He could easily have raised Nick from the
dead, if He had chosen to do so.

When He hadsaid these things, He cried out with a
f2dzR 02A 08> 4[4 T¢MHAE YW2xE2 TRINE
came forth, boundhand and foot with wrappings, and his
face was wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus said to them,
G! YOAYR KAYZ2 QiyiRs4f) SO KAY

b2¢ Ay W2LILI GKSNB 46Fa + RAAO
and it happened at that time that she fell sick and
RA S R X 2[Re@/ arrived, they brought him ito the
dzLJLJS NJ Réraevitxhem all out and knelt down and
prayed, and turningtothed 2 Ré X KS &l AR d&a¢l oAl
And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter, she
sat up. And he gave her his hand and raised her up; and
calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive.

(Acts 9:36-41)
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3. OShpeawasng in another | angua

OYes, [ was; I t  wmnes,0 0 ceavenly language that

grants us direct access to the Father.0

In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for
we do not knowhow to pray as we should, but the Spirit
Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for
words; and HeWho searches the hearts knows what the
mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints
according to the will of GodRomans 8:26-27)

There appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing
themselves, and they rested on each one of them. And
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them
utterance. (Acts 2:3-4)

4. 0She dnot taa kdeo chtiom . t6o

Nick was a big man and | did
had shared with me months wear
years, but if I ever did get sick, | ~ w 0 ugb td addctor or a
hospital. If the God Who ma d e me dlane eavdit h e
alone.0 | honor ed Nickdos moalyti or

experienced divine healing, but also witnessed it many times.

My attorney grew increasingly irate with my answers to the

Grand Jury testimony, especially when I quoted the Apostle Paul:

I am on trial for the ho and resurrection of the dead!
(Acts 23:6b)
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Stephent ri ed to reason with me, S
know anything about this?¢6
OWel I, no,héerle drse pnloiteda, por obl em

involve anyone else? Besides, Stephen, God said this is stupid and

Heds going to throw it out. o6

O Brbara, youdre | ooking at prliés on
Stephen snapped back.
o0oThat 6s OK, wedl |l have revival

At that, Stephen threw my papers down on his desk and
stormed out of the room. For the first time, I noticed a painting on

his wall of Martin Luther peering over the Bible by candlelight.

The Lord said, Ohfwgetthheweno tryi i
read My word and now the state is paying him $100.00 an hour to
read it.o

When God signs wus alipHifjlor som
hands and we just walk it out. I wouldn@ have thought to
pay a visit to the judge, the lawyer, the jail matron, or the
prosecuting attorney, with a word from the Lord, all in
the same day. That8 why God is in charge of our

agendas. He can get us through any door victoriously.

At NO time did I have a problem.
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In late November, the Lord told me to go back to Arkansas
because my mother was sick. When I notified my attorney, he
immediately r esponded, 0 Tiewer aljow dhgt.e W i
Remember the pink sheet of paper you carry everywhere? It says

you are not free to leave the state until after the trial.0

0 We Buphen,6 | t othdatBismwhat God s
already given notice at both my apartment and my job. You just

need to call the judge and let him know.0

We had an informal meeting with the judge a few days later.
When he asked me why I thought he should let me go, I said,
oYour Honor , my andol thdadetd be with hev e r y
God will eitherh e a | her or 1861 pul |t he

At that he asked if T would come back for trial. 0 We | | y € ¢

repliftehde,r €6 i s one. 0

The judge granted my request and allowed me to move; praise
God for His favor. The Lord had said from the beginning that the

court case was stupid and He was going to throw it out.

Brothers and sisters, whose report shall we believe?

I shall believe the report of the Lord.

I gave the keys to the apartment and everything in it to a
brother and sister in Christ, so the move was simple. Mikala and I

packed the car and went back to Arkansas.
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My family knew nothing of the charges against me or the trial
that was set for late February; that is, until the lawy er 6 s pr i \
investigator cal |l edaskn@e @dstiommy mot
After I hung up the phone, my mot her asked, 0 Wh a't
d 0 n & ga\@ her some of the details. She was shocked. No one in

my family had ever been in trouble with the law.

oMot her, 6 | assured her, 0God s
t hrow it out . 6

Around the middle of February, the Lord told me to move to
California and live in houses I didn@ build. He gave me the

scripture from Deuteronomy 6180

Then it shall come about when the Lord your God
brings you into the land which He swore to your fathers,
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you, great and splendid
cities which youdid not build, and houses full of all good
things which you did not fill, and hewn cisterns which you
did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not
plant, and you eat andare satisfied. Then watch yourself,
that you do not forget the LordVho brought you from the
land of Egypt, out of the house of slaveryou shall fear
only the Lord your God; and you shalorship Him
and swear by His name.

We were planning to move during the last week of February;
the same time as the trial. So, whose report shall we believe? The
righteous are going to be found living & 0 &  FHchheils K038),
andd g KI 0 SASNI A4 Yy RimanFINBY FlLAOGK Aad &
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On Monday before the trial was to begin in Minnesota, my
attorney called, very shocked, to inform me that the judge deemed

the whole case to be frivolous and he threw it out.

I reminded him, 0 iat 6 s what Godds beer
time, Stephen!O I tore up the General Recognizance Order that I
had carried for the past five months, and I never saw the inside of

a courtroom. Praise the living God for backup.

Hallelujah! God always wins!

oNoweaponthat is formed against you will prosper;
and every tongue that accuses you in judgment you will
condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of thard,
ay R GKSANI GAYRAOFGA2ywrdA&d FTNRY a
(Isaiah 54:17)

Much tomy mot h e r, ®sicked theacgr fand ok her
only granddaughter to California. W@ 6 | | , bdetoldfniyn e

mother. 0 ¥u know God always takes care of us.0

He knows where we live and how to take us from

where we are to where He wants us to be; one day at a

time, sweet Jesus. God is so wise.

Hallelujah! | t 6s agnin, bofvead afidayawdrd, with
the King of kings and the Lord of lords. Where He leads, I will go.

Amen.






LIVE IN HOUSES
You DIDNGT BUILD

IKALA AND I ARRIVED IN CALIFORNIA exactly one

year after Ni ckadlgen daehing h .

us a vital principle:

At the command of the Lordhey camped, and at the

O2YYlIyR 2F (GKS [2NR U(GKSe& asSid :

charge (Numbers 9:23)
The New Testament version of this principle is:

The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the
sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and

where it is going; so is everyone who is born of tgarit.
(John 3:8)

We stayed at the San Clemente Holiday Inn when we arrived
in California. It was a beautiful place overlooking the ocean, and if
| 6d had more f ai t hmuchlmorwy boweket
we were running out of money. Toward the end of the second
week we were getting ready to sleep on the beach, so it seemed like

a great time to fast and pray.

hayv
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| askedwherFedsheaouyr home? Where
live? ®knew that God had sent us and He would keep us.

Hes ai do, tooG t he S eémier9they Have yourz en 6 s
home. 0

Praise God that He hears and answers

the cries of His children, and we hearour Fat hef ds voli

In my spirit, I felt that the Center would have an elderly client
that needed live-in help. I went full of faith and asked the director,
0Do yosomeat i hogand Heler®d ap réogr am? 0

OYes,wehavea s har ed housiimc®rrgpliecd gr a m,
oflhat 6 sGagd esmai d you had our hous:!

The director looked shocked, but after she composed herself,
she s a i Idig hav@a very desperate 80-year-old blind man whose
wife 1s dying and he really needs help in the evenings after the

nurse leaves. 0
Sounded like God to me.

The director made a phone call and the man agreed to
interview me that day for the position. When Mikala and I met
Dr. and Mrs. B, I thought, 0God, sSshe tHisevlk s de a

place feels like a morgue. 0

OWell, thenr ai s e tHveplidliead! 0
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Dr. B seemed delighted that he was getting two helpers for the
price of one; however, he made one firm condition: O | donot
you to preach to me about religion. I decided 50 years ago that if
my wife could go against her entire Sicilian Catholic family to
marry a blind man, the least I could do was become a Catholic for
h e rOh évell, the good doctor was soon to learn that God has a

tendency to break out when you least expect Him.

| t 6 s vieevely impossibiefd to contain the God
of the Universe, especi gl |y

the same charge He gave to Joshua:

Every place on which the sole of your foot treads) |

have given it to you (Joshua 1:3)

Mikala and I moved into our new home overlooking the ocean,
complete with room and board, a car, and a generous salary. We
had traded our home on the lake in Arkansas for one overlooking

the ocean in California, with all expenses paid.

God 1s faithful, praise His holy name.

Know therefore that the brd your God, He is God,
the faithful God,Who keeps His covenanibDeuteronomy 7:9)

Mrs. B was bedridden and had been wasting away for months.

She had been unable to climb stairs for a long time, so her

\
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bedroom was on the main level next to the living room. One night,
Mikala and I met at the house with some people from church. As
we prayed, praised, and worshipped God, His presence touched

Mrs. B miraculously and she awoke the next morning, full of life.

0 B ar bwauldayou take me to the shoe store today?0 s h e
asked. O want some shoes like yours. | 6 m  guBthirf tg sleep
with Charlie tonight,0 and she did. It was a one-day miracle,
however; Mr s . Bds condition defew i ned
months and a priest came to administer the last rites several times.

As she lingered, T aske d 0God, what i's keepin

The Lord snaedsd o alk@d . Ber t hat h

OK, and release her. 6 Mr s . B had been her h
years. The Lor d cYow heddnoutdl cher shdcan go
because youdl | $hadcéa fewydagsafterdt. Char

B and I completed these conversations.

One evening, the Lord told me to make Dr. B a promise from
Him:0 You wi | | not go to a nursing
or suffer, but when Yooywdu.e6 rEhaaty

made him cry, for only God knew those were his greatest fears.

Whenever I went out, I always asked Dr. B if there was
anything he needed. One day in August, he sai d, bwl 6d |
the Chronological Bible that youd v e tbaelekni ng about . 0O

0That 6s OK, Isla iktlaulde&ou likainee toGtart
readingittoyoul n t he mornings after brec:

oYes, | 0d hekdede&lsapkadud e
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Hallelujah! God comes where He calls us to serve.

The next morning our Bible study began in the book of
Matthew. Dr. Bc o mme nt e d,  Oobestdri@ fiom miere r  t
| was a child and went to Sunda
was opening up new realms for that blind man. I wanted God to
open D r . s ndBuéal eyes; instead, the Lord opened his spiritual
eyes to bring life and salvation, to calm his fears and comfort him
in the loss of his wife, to teach him of His ways, and to prepare

him to meet his God.

Mikala and I moved into D r . hdBi&is March; his wife died
in June; he was Oborn again0 in August (Readlohn 3:21) and

started loving God, desiring to know His ways.

Qo
Qo
Qo
Qo
Qo
Qo

One issue the Lord pressed Dr. B on, during our morning Bible
studies, concerned money. The Lord used the story of Lazarus to

teach Dr. B about stewardship:

Now there was a rich man, and he habitually dressed in
purple and fine linen, joyously living in splendor every
day. And a poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate,
covered with sores, and longing to be fed with the crumbs
which were falling from the ©K Yl yQa (Gl o6fST
even the dogs were coming and licking his sores. Now the
poor man died and was carried away by the angels to
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'oNF KFYQa 02a2YT FyR GKS NAOK Y

buried.
In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and
saw Alraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom. And he

ONASR 2dzi YR alFARX aClFdKSNJ ! 0 NJ

and send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of his finger in
water and cool off my tongue, for | am in agony in this

FE I YSde . dzi ! 0 NInfermbeér thathdariRgs &/ KA £

your life you received your good things, and likewise

Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted here,

and you are in agony. And besides all this, between us

and you there is a great chasm fixed, so that those who

wish to come ove from here to youwill not be able, and

GKFG y2yS YIFé ONRaa 20SNI FNRY
YR KS &l ARX atherKtkayyousend §i@ & 2 dzx

G2 Yeé 7Tl (K& NExase fivebarhes in order

that he may warn them, so that they will not also come to

thAd LI FOS 2F G2NXSyGode . dzi ! o

a2zadasSa YR GKS tNRLKSGAT fSd GKSY

. dzi K S AdtherRABRrahénh Bubif s@neone goes

G2 GKSY TNRY (GKS RSIRE (GKSe& gAf

KAYS LT GKS& R2 y2ihdsitieun Sy (2
will not be persuadedeven if someone rises from the
RS Ru®&6:19-31)

As I prayed, I kept seeing Mrs. B at the throne of God with no
reward. It seemed that except for a one-time building fund
donation, their offering to the church had always been $1.00 a

week. It was time for Dr. B to hear from Jesus.
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If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples
of Mine; and you will knowthe truth, and the truth will
make you freeJohn 8:31-32)

I continued reading the Bible to Dr. B every day and talking
about Godds | ordship over ever

finances. I told him that one day we would each give an account
before the Lord.

For we must all appear beforthe judgment seat of
Christ, so that each one may be recompensed Hiw
deeds in the body, according to what he has done,
whether good or bad(2 Corinthians 5:10)

No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one

and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.
(Matthew 6:24)

Qo
Qo
Qo
Qo
Qo
Qo

Dr. B seemed very healthy; he walked two miles every day,
hiked the mountain near his home twice a week, and worked
around the house. He seemed lost without his wife, however, so

God in His mercy was preparing their reunion.

One day, the Lord had me tell Dr. B that he would meet Jesus
before the end of October. A few days later, Dr. B scheduled a
complete physical. The tests showed advanced cancer in his liver

and the doctor suggested that he get his house in order while he
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still could, adding, oCharli e, you better hec
you before this does, because it

In September, while Dr. B was completing the paperwork for
his trust, the Lord said to tell him that the tithe of a million-dollar
estate 1s $100,000. Dr. B tried to convince me that surely the Lord
would settle for the $300,000 trust that he was leaving to his
favorite charity for the blind.

ONo, ®rl daithdis,to bé&dedicated to God, for His
pur poses, not yours. Actually, i
are blind or not when they meet Jesus; what will matter that day 1s

whether theyk new Hi m. 0

Every Sunday morning, as Dr. B left for mass, he pulled out the
first bill in his wallet. It was always $1.00, because his money was
kept in numerical sequence. One Sunday, however, I knew we had
spent his last $1.00 bill on Saturday at the grocery store, and that
God was dealing with him on the money issue. As he was leaving,
hepulledouthi s f i r st bi I$1.00?7220nd asked, 0

I folded his wallet, handed it back to him, and said, oONo, it o
$5. 00 biddr,e b@ad [vdim I find a wuse
this matter because I knew that soon he was to meet God and 1
woul d be held accountable if | k

Son of man, | have appointed you a watchman to the
house of Israel; wheneveyou hear a word from My
mouth, warn them from Me. When | say to the wicked,
G, 2wvdzsurely digg FyR @2dz R2 y20G 6 Ny &
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out to warn the wicked from his wicked way that he may
live, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood

I will require at your hand. Yet if you have warned the
wicked, and he does not turn from his wickedness or from
his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have
delivered yourself. Again, when a righteous man turns
away from his righteousness and conit® iniquity, and |
place an obstacle before him, heill die; since you have
not warned him, he shall die in his sin, and his righteous
deeds which he has done shall not be remembered; but his
blood | will require at your hand. However, if you have
warned the righteous man that the righteous should not
sin, and he does not sin, he shall surely live because he

took warning; and you have delivered yourself.
(Ezekiel 3:17-21)

When Dr. B returned from mass, he said , oBar bar a, \
believe what the priest spoke about today. 0

Wh a tasked.

(@)

HelkedaboutLazarus and the rich ms

(@)

Thank God for confirmation.

He never sends you anywhere without backing you up.

The Lord was turning up the conviction power of the Holy
Spirit. The next morning, Dr. B came down for breakfast and said,
0l want to give $50,000 to the
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me wanted to argue over the obvious $50,000 shortage, but God
assured me that I was seeing a miracle take place before my very

eyes.

I asked Dr. B where he wanted the money to go, since he had
asked me to type the donation list. He had been especially touched
by three ministries. One church he knew needed a van. The
second was a church that had been reaching out to young people
and the less fortunate, making tremendous inroads for salvation
and restoring lives. The third was a ministry in New York City
that was helping the homeless, addicts, and gangs; those segments

that society has given up on.

Dr. B started his list: $25,000 for a new church van, $15,000 for
the youth ministry, and $10,000 for the ministry in New York
City. This was a major miracle. I prayed and asked God to bless
his remaining days, because I knew that with this act of obedience

and a visit to his attorney, D r . hoBs&veould be in order.

The end of October was approaching, so I asked Dr. B if there
was anything he would like to do during the time he had left. He
sai d h easd hislbdyhoeel hotn@in Desert Palm Springs.
The morning of October 22, he asked, Wauld you pack a picnic
lunchf or us gawwdey?60we 61 |

Dr. B guided me as I drove, giving me exact directions for every
turn and stop, despite his blindness. We hiked mountains and
walked for miles, arriving back home at dusk. Later, he listened to

the World Series, said goodnight, and went to his room.
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Dr. B was always at breakfast by 7:00 am. When he di d n 8t

come downstairs, the morning of October 23, God s ali
w0 n 8 tdowrbteday; he@ Gn process.® Dr. B and I had an
agreement that I would not enter his suite unless he set off his

emergency alarm. It never sounded and, at 11:43 p.m., the Lord

sai d, tohHeMes; wial I the Funer al

How is it, that even though God tells us what He®
goi ng to dwprisedwied Hedoesi® Gdd
had put this little family together and now, one by one,

they were going home.

d,

So ended another chapter of
and doing what He 06 Br.aadaMrsl Benéver me

had children, because of the fear that his blindness was inherited;
instead, they devoted their lives to teaching and helping blind
children. In their last days, God sent me to minister Dr. B and his
wife homeward, with love. I was to do for them as unto the Lord,
knowing that one day I would give account for how I stewarded

that responsibility.

Hallelujah! God reigns, and we shall meet again.

During our 18-month California Ovacation0 we lived rent free
in wonderful homes. The last was an estate in the midst of orange

and avocado orchards, complete with a beautifully landscaped

H

b «
t



78 GOD is GOD and We Are Not

pool, spa, waterfall, cliff-diving site, palm trees, and a gardener
who delivered fresh fruit to our doorstep. God just kept outdoing
Himself, provingJ € s u s @dailywbeybnd sshadow of doubt:

Truly | say to you, there is no one who has left house or
wife or brothers or parents or children, for theake of the
kingdom of God, who will not receive many times as much

at this time and in the age to comesternal life.
(Luke 18:29-30)

God continually proved His faithfulness:

S that the man [or woman] of God may be adequate,
equipped for everygoodwork. (2 Timothy 3:17)

Faithful is HeWho calls you, and He also will bring it to
pass.(1 Thessalonians 5:24)

The New Testament parallel for Deuteronomy 6110(quoted
toward the end of Chapter 4) is Matthew 10:95:

Do not acquire gold, or silver, or copper for your money
belts, or a bag foryour journey, a eventwo coats, or
sandals, or a stafffor the worker is worthy of hisupport.
And whatever city or village you enter, inquire who is
worthy in it, and stay at his house until you leave that
city. As you enter the house, give it your greeting. If the
house is worthy, give it your blessing of peace. But if it is
not worthy, take back you blessing of peaceWhoever
does not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go out
of that house or that city shake the dust off your feet.
Truly | say to you, it will be more tolerabl®r the land of
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Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for
that city.

So it is today, 2,000 years later, God 6 s ¢ hidtll dving n a
i n houses bulldhaenyd deiadtniontg f ood t h
Thatds Ol d and New Testament pr
He will do.

| have been young and now | am olget | have not
seen the righteous forsaken or hidescendantsbegging
bread. (Psalm 37:25)

It is vain for you to rise up early, to retire late, to eat
the bread of painful labors; for He gives to Hieloved
even in his sleepPsalm 127:2)

There are also numerous verses concerning the wealth of the

wicked that 1s stored up for the righteous:

9 For to a person who is good in His sight He has given
wisdom and knowledge and joy, while to the sinner He
has given the task of ghering and colecting so that H
YIed 3FAPBS (2 2yS 6KZcddialtes2B2 2 R A Y

! d322R YIy €SI @Sa |y AYyKSNRI
children, and the wealth of the sinner is stored up for the
righteous. (Proverbs 13:22)

9 Though he piles up silver likdust and prepares garments
as plentiful as the clayhe may prepare it, but the just will
wear it and the innocent will divide the silverjob 27:16-17)
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fTHSNJ LAY YR KSNJ KIFENI2dQa
Lord; it will not be stored up or hoarded, bdner gain will
become sufficient food and choice attire for those who
dwell in the presence of thedrd. (Isaiah 23:18)

Thank God for His love and presence.

gl 3Sa
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MIKALAG RECOLLECTION OF
GRANDPACS SAYINGS

IKALA WROTE THE FOLLOWING in a letter when she

was a missionary in Bulgaria:

oOWhen you stop to count Y
things into perspective.&omg-andp
unOwhen we did something wrong. I am very thankful, Mom, for

all the things that you, Grandma, and Grandpa taught us.0

1. You never know a man until you have walked a mile in his

moccasins.
2. Work hard. A job worth doing is a job worth doing well.

3. | di dnodt beg you to borrow i
you to get it back.

4. Always return something in as good a condition as you

borrowed it, if not better.
5. If'you break it, buy them a new one.
6. You are only as good as your word.

7. No one is worth lying to and nothing is worth lying about.
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10.

GOD is GOD and We Are Not

Dondét start another project
Winners never quit and quitters never win.

Always be thankful. .I comiplained about having no shoes,
until I met a man who had no feet.0 (Grandpa was cripptedl

in a wheelchayt fought his fight valiesgtying a very high
standard of enduiaralethings

u

r



Part Two

LESSONS LEARNED
AND WISDOM GAINED



MY COLORS WILL BE CLEAR

I am part of the fellowship of the unashamed.
The die has been cast. I have stepped over the line.
The decision has been made. I am a disciple of JESUS.

I wondt | ook ddwa bakk away, ceHestili p, s ov

My past is redeemed, my present makes sense,

my future is secure.

I dm finished an dwithhlginwealkivgj t h | ow
with small planning, with smooth knees, with colorless dreams,
with tamed visions, with mundane talking,

with chintzy giving, and dwarfed goals.

I no longer need prosperity, position,

promotions, plaudits, or popularity.

Il dondt have t @coghised ri ght, fi

praised, regarded, or rewarded.

I now live by presence, learn by faith, walk by patience,

lift by prayer, and labor by power.
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My face is set, my gait is fast, my goal is Heaven, my road is
narrow, my way is rough, my companions few,

my Guide reliable, my mission clear.

I candt be bought ,luredvigpr omi s €
turned back, deluded, or delayed.

I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice,
hesitate in the presence of the adversary,
negotiate at the table of the enemy,

ponder at the pool of popularity.
Il wondt gi ve uymgllhavhstatedup,p, oOTF
stored up, prayed up, paid up,

and preached up the cause of CHRIST.

I must go till HE comes, give till I drop,

proclaim till all know, and work till HE stops me.

And when HE comes for His own...

HE will have no problem recognizing me,

FOR MY COLORS WILL BE CLEAR!

Faind in the pocket of armagred for Christ in South Africa






Do YOU WANT To BE FREE?

REEDOM IS FOUND IN FORGIVENESS. | t @os only a
powerfully liberating principle, but a command from our
Savior. Unforgiveness holds you in the prison you built.
Whet her y ou é& frethe jailergyoufiertlic 8ne whod
trapped. If we are to be like Jesus, we must forgive others, and ask
God to forgive us for our sins and wrong reactions to offenses. We
need to see every person or situation with a OFORGIVENG stamp
across their forecheadsfil no exceptions. Jesus dealt with this issue

more than once:

For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not
forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your
transgressions(Matthew 6:14-15)

Receive the Holy Spirit. ifou forgive thesins of any,
their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins
of any, they have been retainedjohn 20:22-23)

Don dydu deserve to be free? Regardless of what other people
have done to you, it loses its power when you choose to forgive;
then you can receive forgiveness. The chains come off; the doors of

the prison open wide; and your spirit, soul, and body are free.
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The Bible says, 6ALLhave sinned and fall short of the glory of
D 2 RRomans 3:23). That means yo U h a v e mything d 0o n e
coul dpnaddtl dhoavenot done anyalhing

ground is level at the cross.

Jesus was sayingiFather,forgive them for they do
not know what they are doing (Luke 23:34)

Forgive us our debtgtrespasses, sifjsas we alschave
forgiven our debtors [those who have trepassed or
sinned against up (Matthew 6:12)

Brothers and sisters, that is what Jesus Christ said at the end of
0The Lor o@wslay Rerga tp Bveé forgiven, free, giving
thanks, and praising God!

Through Him then, let us continually offerp a sacrifice
of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks
to His name Hebrews 13:15)

Be filled with the Spiritspeaking toone anotherin
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody with your heart to the Lordalwaysgiving
thanks for all things in the name of our Lord JesOhrist
to God, even the FatherEphesians 5:18-20)

Evibwh er ev er ,alwdysh&urs Witlhiruittad seeds of its
own destruction. Sin brings death, but life is found in the
righteousness that starts with forgiveness. So, turn it all over to

Godfi everyone and everythingfi and let Him be the judge.
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Do not judge so that you will not be judgedror in the
way you judge, you will be judged; andy your standard
of measure, it will be measured to yoWhy do youlook
atthe speckhatA a Ay @2dz2NJ oNRBOIKSNRa Se
the log that is in your own eye@atthew 7:1-3)

If we donot judge, God wi |I.IWhen and

Aaron and Miriam came against Moses, God intervened:

7 A

I SINJ y2g a& g2NRayY aLF (GKSNB
I, the Lord, shalmake Myself known to him in a vision. |
shall speak with him in a dream. Not so, with My servant
Moses, he is faithful in all My hasehold; with him | speak
mouth to mouth, even openly, and not in dark sayings,
and he beholds the form of the Lord. Why then were you
y20G T FNFIAR G2 awsr]l F3aFrAyad aeé
So the anger of the Lord burned against them and He
departed...bu Miriam was leprous (Numbers 12:6-10)

That sounds to me like @ + Sy 3 St y O Saysihd Loal JutS = €
four chapters later in the book of Numbers, a man named Korah
pulled the same thingfi he pickedon Go d 0 sii aadmgaih Nt e C

Moses gave the Lord plenty of room to show who was His:

a2zaSa alARY a.@& GKAA @2dz aklf
sent me to do all these deeds; for this is not my doing. If
these men die the death of all men or if they suffer the
fate of all men, then the Lord has not sent me. But if the
Lord brings about an entely new thing and the ground
opens its mouth and swallows them up with all that is
theirs, and they descend alive into Sheol, then you will
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dzy RSNREGIF YR OKIFIG GKS&S YSy KI @S
finished speaking all these words, the ground that was

under them split open; and theEarth opened its mouth

and swallowed them up, and their households, and all the

men who belonged to Korah with their possessions.
(Numbers 16:28-32)

O)¢

God doesndt hav etojadgesbhta shértagg € 0 f
of people who will leave the judging to Him.

b2 6SFHLRY GKFIG Aa F2NXYSR 3 A
and every tongue that accuses you in judgment you will
condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord,
and their vindication is fromM¢ RS Of I NBS& GKS [ 2N
(Isaiah 54:17)

Why not let the God of the Universe fight our battles and
vindicate us? I|Is it because itods
hands clean, and our hearts pure? Choose to take no offense, and

remember whose battle it 1s.

Davi d, a man af tkew hosto di@sd do wn h e
the fighting:

¢tKSY 51 @AR alFAR (2 (GKS tKAfA&L)
a sword, a spear, and a javelin, but | come to you in the
name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel,
whomyou have taunted. This day the Lord will deliver you
up into my hands, and will strike you down and remove
your head from you. And | will give the dead bodies of the
army of the Philistines this day to the birds of the sky and
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the wild beasts of theEarth, that all the Earth may know

that there is a God in Isragland that all this assembly

may know that the Lord does not deliver by sword or by

ALISENIT F2N GKS olFddtS aAa GKS |

2dzNJ K yYRADE DPDP5 AR w! b 1jdzA O £
(1 Samuel 17:45-48)

The rest is oOohistory. o6 The ki
his hands!

Q_)o
QJo
Qo
Qo
Q_)o
QJo

Not only must we forgive, but we must also love and bless. The
following are three rules for dealing with anyone or anything in

our lives:

1. Give thanks for that person or situation and ask God
to help you learn everything YOU need to learn through it.
Yes, y 0 utlirdughfi dyoonicéintiy there. While Saul
hunted David, God used the si t uati on to de\
character. Only God knows what it takes to make us more
like Jesus and whom He will use to produce the finished
product. So, whine, cry, or throw a fit, but GOD is GOD
and WeAreNot.1 t 6s not abohetiwetldkher
in the mirror, we will find the problem looking back at us.

God 1s watching the response of our hearts.

2. Think the best of everyone. Why are we so critical of
others, while wanting everyone to see us in the best light?

L e tacBlike Christians and be what we pretend to be.
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3. Love everyone. Trust God to either get them right or burn
them out of your life, but in every situation you either get
bitter or better; it &osir choice. How many people could we

| ove t he idwvhddseltoGvalkdike Jesusd f

If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace
with all men. Never take your own revenge, beloved, but
leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written,
G+Sy3SIyOoS Aa aAySzs L gAftf NBLI
your enemy is hungry, feed him, antl he is thirsty, give
him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals on
KAa KSI R ®éveréomebyeili butdvBrcomeevil
with good. (Romans 12:18-21)

It8 better toknowy o u 6 r e r i g h tprovie iy Be¢huset 0 h a \
in proving youdre righti asJeyuou bec
did when He stood before Pilate and said nothing in His own

defense?

He did not answer him with regard to even
a singlecharge, so the governor was quite amazed.
(Matthew 27:14)

Is your memory of the past or your vision of the future dictating

your life? Do as Jesus said:

Allow the dead to bury their own dead; but as for you,
32 YR LINROfFAY SOSNEBESKSNB GKS |
after putting his hand to the plow and looking backs fit
for the kingdom of God(Luke 9:60, 62)
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Get out of the graveyard of the past, throw the shovel away,

and walk on.

Do not call to mind the former things, or ponder things
of the past. Behold, | will do something new, now it will
spring forth; will you not be aware of it? | will even make
a roadway in the wilderness, rivers in the desert...to give
drink to My chosen people. The people whom | formed for
Myself, will declare My praiselsaiah 43:18-21)

Dondt |dwertaryfitoh @yonaf steal your joy through
unforgiveness and offensplggwithTake
the OsnakesO of bitterness, self-pity, resentment, hurt, and
ungratefulness. (Read Galatians 5253

Life 1s full of tests and when we pass one, we get promoted...to
the next test; and so it goes until we meet Jesus. We never have to
be a victim; we can choose to live victoriously over everything that
comes our way. [ook beyond the obstacle
road ahead (trying to block the way), and, like David, run toward
it. Your victory is on the other side. Do n 0t S t vaua,, go
praising God.
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THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD

hat i f God is so big that

what if we simply learned His ways and fell into step

with His sovereign plan for our lives? Then whatever
o0cl assesod6 we Hipup®e al ovduvlodd kifova iv. e
Woul dnoét it be a whol e khoaihglysi mp
and willingly, rather than get skinned up and bruised, bumping

into Him while thinking our lives should be different?

My healing was the sovereignty of God. Ni ¢ K 6 S @ommy r a n c
life was also the sovereignty of God, as well as his sudden death
and the events that followed. The call of God on my life and yours

is His sovereignty. God chooses whom He will for His purposes.

How blessed is the one whom Youadse and bring
near to You to dwell in Your court®salm 65:4)

~

GOD is GOD; you are not; I am not; an d He 0 s not

applications for His position.

| am the Lordyour God...You shalave no other gods
before Me.(Exodus 20:2-3)

We all take different classes; y our tests arenot
ar e n 0.tGody@ighy tls events and experiences of our lives to
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teach us what we need to kHeow f o
declares @ 1 KS Sy R ¥ NP Y(saithK630). Te§ FAmyake A y 3 £
choices and reap the consequences, b U t theydre all
training too. God is very efficient; He does not waste time, lives, or

words.

God declares His sovereignty clearly:

Remember the former things long past, for | am God,
and there is no other; | am God, arttiere is no one like
Me, declaring the end from the beginning and from
ancient times things which have not been donsaying,
Gaé LizN1J2asS gAtf oS SaidlofAakKSR:
My good pleasuré ®mlypl have spoken; truly | will bring
it to pass.l have planned it, surely | will do itlsaiah 46:9-11)

The Apostle Paul said, dThat | may know Him and the power of
His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being
conformed to His dedt, in order that | may attain to the

resurrection fromthe dead (Philippians 3:10-11).

It behooves us to know God, learn His ways, and to walk with
Him. | f we doadKSkh®fwt 2HaanKALI R F |
we ol | prost it utwendlbvwethatroohwppeninand G
the lives oft h 0 S echoddirg@oday.

This journey may seem complex, but i & réally quite simple.
Jesus said, dUnless you are converted and become like children, you
will not enter the kingdom ofHeaverg (Matthew 18:3).
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Will we come as little children, believing the best about God,
learning from Him and relying on Him for everything? We can
take Him easy or we can take Him hard, but we are going to take

God. Trust me, easy is better.

Q_)o
QJo
Qo
Qo
Q_)o
QJo

bFr1{SR L OFYS FTNRY Yé Y20iKSND
shall return there.The lord gave and thelLord has taken
away. Blessed béhe name of the brd. Job 1:21)

One summer day in Israel, I watched children climb the cliffs
and jump off the rocks into the water at the Falls of Engedi (where
David hid out from Saul). Suddenly, an Arab boyfl about 12 years
oldfi fell and died right in front of me! Instantly, about 20
members of his family surrounded him. My immediate thought
was to go pray for God to raise him from the dead. It seemed a
plausible solution for a kid lying dead from a broken neck, and I
was certain the entire family would be saved on the spot...if God
justshowedu p. He ds dandiHecands it agnie, right? e

God said, VERY sternly, 0 Dondt you dare!o

OHow i s ?tdhshet,. Dl GEmMdsure the whol
getsavedifYOou woul d just raise their

Wel | | He didnot, and | knew fr

to leave it alone. However, it really bothered me.
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OHow is it, God, that You woul
had r eGodiswodeleign@ind He chooses to heal or to let die.

Later, at the Pool of Bethesda (ReadJohn 5:17) God
answered: 0 Bar b drda, n oodag thah ft vwas 26000 tyearsd
ago, when I told My Son to walk among the sick in this place and
heal only one, youalsomust!| i st en and move only

WSadza +FyagSNBR | yRTrugltrdly, Al @8 Ay 3 |
say to you,the Son can do nothing of Himselfnless itis
something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the
Father does, these things the Son also does like
manner. For the Fathetovesthe Son, and shows Him all
things that He Himselfis doing; and the Father will show
Him greater works than these, so that you will marvél.

(John 5:19-20)
ddaaaa
One day, the Lords ai d, oBarbar a, today |

y ou ab o ujustlove fielEipdwith the Lord, and learning
His ways.

He took me to the first of three rooms. It was full of statues,
carved out of wood, that were life-size and looked real. There were
toy soldiers, parrots, palm trees, musical instruments, a carousel;

the room was full of wonderful things.

The Lords ai d, 0 B a rlifo i yoar hands. @i a&d s

each thing you touch, tell it to live, in My name, and it will.0
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I went into the room and everything I touched came to life. The
toy soldiers started marching, the carousel began turning, the palm
trees waved their branches, the musical instruments began playing,

and the birds started singing praises to God. Everything was alive!

HeaskedYSZ a{ 2y 2tfeseobng¢sslivk@ | y
said, & SovereigrLord, Yowalone Yy 2 érbidel 37:3)

Hallelujah, it works. Jesus gave us life to live and life to give.

The Lord led me to a second room. 0 | n t h,iés Heo ogm |

oonly some things wild!@ I i ve.

(0]

onest 0 t ouch. 0 ,althwltlredlwdsi donkGaty unde

why I couldn Goliach everything.

At the door of the third r oom,

some things are to live, some will die, and some you will never
know. 6 The r gatmokt spoeks andtlo ¢ e Imor d
come in with me, but stood at the door. I had to watch Him very
carefully to know for sure which things I was to touch with life,
which would die, and which I was to leave alone. It seemed an

awesome responsibility.

I was so grateful that the Lord was ocal | i rHg
taught me that the rooms we visited were like the journey through
i fe: some things | ive, some
know. That, my friend, is the sovereignty of God.

Qo
Q)o
Qo
Qo
Qo
Qo

t

di

h

h
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| t GissplanAl and the future will reveali whether we walked
with Him in obedience or away from Him in rebellion. | s ndt o f r ¢
wi | lally clorked rebellion against God? The roadways are
littered with people who chose to stop because of unforgiveness,

bitterness, fear, jealousy, anger, rebellionfi whatever the reason.

Jesus said, &For many are called, but few are choseMatthew

22:14); however, it seems that some choose not to be chosen.

Jesus also said, aflk y & 2y S O2 Y(Read uke? 14:¥35%
God wwemktdbhyone do anything and we

choice and is always the dividing issue.

{ ' YdzSt &l A RZX asdmuchdelightkirSburpt2 NR
offerings and sacrificesas in obeying the voice of the
Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifige

(1 Samuel 15:22)

We canadt make anyone dAbrahamyt hi n
could never give Lot a passion, purity, or a call; he could only lose
his in the process. (Read Genesisld2and 1490 Wec an ot say
grace over an yocanalo whidt God Blsadidg isf e , b
to do.

Just as it is written&Jacob | loved, but Esau | hatédE
What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is
GKSNBK alé& Al ySOSNI lomiHaveC2NI | S
mercy on whoml have mercy, and will have compassion
on whom| have compassio® ¢ { 2 daesnét dependi
on the man who wills or the man who ns, but on God
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WK2 KIFa YSNO&d® C2NJ 0KS dr ONR LJi d
this very purposel raised you up, to demonstrateMy

power in you, and thatMy name might beproclaimed

throughout the whole Earth® So then He has mercy on

whom He desires, and He hardswhom He desires.

You will say to methend2 K& R2S& 1S aGAff
C2NJ gK2 NBaArAadua | Aa gAfftKé hy
man, who answers back to God? The thing molded will
y20G aleé G2 GKS Y2f RSNE a2 Keé RA
will it? Or does not the potter have a right over the gla
to make from the same lump one vessel for honorable use
and another for common useRomans 9:13-21)

Well, what about it? This is for you and for me today. When we
hand the book of our thhtitfva oub ac k

daily decisions which shaped our future.

I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer |
who live, butChrist lives in mgand the life which | now
live in the flesh | ire by faith in the Son of God, Né loved
me and gave Himself up for meGalatians 2:20)

Choose life in Christ. Choose to die to all that the flesh will
ot hr ow a,and livd t@ay fofxle ealt of God on your life.

Do not lovethe world nor the things in the worldlf
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. For all that isin the world, the lust of the flesh
andthe lust of the eyes anthe boastful pride of life, is
not from the Father, but is from the world1 John 2:15-16)
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We must answer the same question that Elijjah asked the

Israelites on Mount Carmel:

Eljahcamey S| NJ 42 Fff (KSowla®2LX S |y
will you hesitate between two opinions? If the Lord is
God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow hind.(1 Kings 18:21)

One day, we have to say with Joshua:

Now, therefore, fear the Lord and serve Him in sincerity
and truthXchoose for yourselves today whom youwill
serve...butas for me and my house, we will serve the
Lord. (Joshua 24:14-15)

Whoever or whatever isocCc U pyi ng Godds most
your life has to go. The day comes when we must choose to be
chosen and forsake the people, places, and things; everything that
would hold us back, to follow the Galilean with nail-scarred hands.
Where He | eadst holudgglhl nfoonlel ogwo awidt
going. He is calling you today and nothing is worth missing His

invitation. Go onward and upward with God.

Father, we choose to fell every lord that would vie for
attention or affection that only belongs to You. We give
everything we are or ever hope to be to You, for Your
honor and glory. We proclaim that You are the Lord our

God, and we will have no other gods before You.
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I encourage you to read Isaiah 4@3, 6062 and John 147,

receive the promises these scriptures contain and be blessed.

One day, when Jeremiah was whining, God said to him:

df you return, then | will restore you before Meyou
will stand; and if you extract the precious from the
worthless, you will become My spokesman. They for their
part may turn to you, but as for you, you must not turn to
them. Then | will make you to this people a fortified wall
of bronze; and though thy fight against you, they will not
prevail over you; for | am with you to save you and deliver
@2dz2¢ RSOfFINBa GKS [2NR® af 2
hand of the wicked, and | will redeem you from the grasp
of the violent£€ (Jeremiah 15:19-21)

Once you make the decision to follow Jesus with everything you
are, the God of the Universe will move Heaven and Earth on your

behalf. I pray this for you today:

He Who is holy,Whois true, Who has the key of David,
Who opens and no one will shut, an&/ho shutsand no
one opens, says this:
GL 1y2¢ @eBEedaN)| RaSeSpRtdbefore you an
open door which no one can shut, because you have a
little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied
My name.
G. SK2f R L gAff OldzaS (K2a$sS 2
who say that they are Jews and are not, but die will
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make them come and bow down at your feet, and make
them know that | have loved you. Because you have kept
the word of My perseverance, | also will keep you from
the hour of testing, that hour which iabout to come upon
the whole world, to test those who dwell on thEarth
GL Y O2YAy3 [[dAaO(lteT K2fR Tl ai
no one will take your crown.
Gl'S K2 2@0SNO2YSax L gAftt YL (¢
temple of My God, and he will not go out fromt
anymore; and | will write on him the name of My God,
and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem,
which comes down out oHeavenfrom My God, and My
new name.
G1'S K2 KIFa Iy SIENE fSG KAY KS
02 (0KS Q@KZNDKS)E dE

May God close all the doors that no longer serve His
purpose in your life, and open doors of opportunity for
your new beginning. I ask Him to erase the old

chalkboard of your life, and give you a new one, written
on by the hand of the living God. (Readaniel 5)

Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of lights, with
Whomthere is no variation or shifting shadowJames 1:17)
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I ask God to remove any discouragement, death, and

lies that have come against you, in JesusO mi g ht y

Oh, Lord, take away any defilement and curses of the
past, and forgive, deliver, and heal. Give Your child a
fresh vision today; renew purpose, rekindle hope, and

impart life to every celloft hi s oneds bei

Lord, I pray for new beginnings today, from Your

throne; fresh, overflowing, and free.

Thank You for Your mercy and goodness. Truly, You
have saved the best for last. Amen. (Readohn 2.-11)

105
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FAITH ISNCT FOR SISSIES
Are you up to the test?

AITH IS WHEN WE DONG&' KNOW WHAT TO DO, only God does,

and we walk forward with Him, knowing that He knows and

t hat 60 s Yoa emochogshtbha v e T.@.P.60 of t he
every day. TRUST, OBEY, and PRAISE God. The author of the
letter to the Hebrews summed up the walk of faith this way:

Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who
comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a
rewarder of those who seek HinEtebrews 11:6)

King Jehoshaphat was afraid when it seemed that everyone was
coming against him in 2 Chronicl@§. In modern terms, he cried
out, oLor d, YHELRBRlIKé& TGbERUST part;t h e
Jehoshaphat, King of Judah, prayed and trusted God to answer:

Jehoshaphat was afraid andurned his attention to
seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah.
So Judah gathered tagther to seek help from the
[ 2NRPDOPPF YR KS &aFARI ah [ 2NRIZ |
You not God in the heavens? And are You not ruler over
all the kingdoms of the nations? Power and might are in
,2dz2NJ KFYR a2 0KFG y2 2yS OFy &
(2 Chronicles 20:3-6)
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After TRUST comes OBEY:

Then in the midst of the assembly the Spirit of the Lord
OFYS dzLl2y WI KITASt dddlyR KS &l A
the inhabitants of Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat: thus
alreéa 0KS [2NR (2 &2dzzhetHise y2i F
of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours but
D2RQaA® ¢2Y2NNR¢ 32 YoRBegd/notl I Ay ai
fight in this battle; station yourselves, stand and see the
salvation of the Lord on your behalf, O Judah and
Jerusalem. Do not fear or beismayed; tomorrow go out
G2 FIL0O0S GKSYZI F2NJ GKS [2NR A

(2 Chronicles 20:14-17)

g A

Q)¢

The batledi dndt bel ong to King Jeho
Jehoshaphat had to doHswayf@bey t
thevictoryy Th at 6 s hiwwbedieht childen. f 0 r

After Jahaziel spoke the word of the Lord, the king went into
the PRAISE part:

Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the
ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem
fell down before the Lord, worshipping the Lordhe
Levites...stood up to praise the Lord God of Israel, with a
very loud voice(2 Chronicles 20:18-19)

The culmination of TRUST, OBEY, and PRAISE was the victory
that followed in verses 20-23. bt ®s ext book <casebo
of God would do well to follow today:



Faith | snodt For Sil@si es

1. TRUST O
Put your trust in the Lord your God and you will
be established. Put your trust in His prophets and
succeed.

2. OBEY 0
They rose early in the morning...and when they
gSYyiG 2dziz WSK2aKFLKFG aidiz22R
me, O Judah anéhhabitants of Jerusaleng

3. PRAISE O
He appointed those who sang to the Lord and
those who praised Him in holy attire, as they went
2dzi 0SF2NB GKS | N¥yeée FyR &l A
[ 2NRX F2NJ I Aa t20Ay31AYyRYySaa
they began singing andpraising, the Lord set
ambushes...the sons of Ammon and Moab rose up
against the inhabitants of Mount Seir destroying
them completely and when they had finished with
the inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy one
another.

¢

Look at the final tally in the battle that God fought:

There were corpses lying on the ground, and no one
had escaped. When Jehoshaphat and his people came to
take their spoil, they found much among them, including
goods, garments and valuable things which they took for
themselves,more than they could carry. And they were

three days taking the spoil because there was so much
(2 Chronicles 20:24-25)
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Her dd@srteacti on othevidiordds chil dr e

Bvery man...returned with joy, for the Lord had made
them to rejoice over their enemies. They came to
Jerusalem with harps, lyres, and trumpets to the house of
the Lord. And the dread of God was on all the kingdoms of
the lands when they heard that the Lord had fought
against the enemies of Israel. So the kingdom of
Jehoshaphat was apeace, for his @&d gave him rest on
all sides.2 Chronicles 20:27-30)

Spectacular! Not only does God win the battles He fights, but
He also ensures that, Wh e n i %00 lsave peaceon all sides.

2 KSYy | YIyQa sl e&a INB LX SIaay3
even his enemies to be at peace with hirRroverbs 16:7)

Remember David and Goliath? God made that giant SO big,
Davi d c oul d.nDinvtd alsmiksnse wh iGw d e way
TRUSTED, OBEYED, and PRAISED God.

G,2dz 02YS (2 YS 4A0K I ag2NRZ
but | come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the
God of the armies of Israel, whom you have taunted. This
day, the Lord will deliver yowp into my hands, and | will
strike you down and remove yo head from you...that all
the Earth may know that there is a God in Israel, and that
all this assembly may know that the Lord does not deliver
08 a¢g2NR 2NJ o0& aLISINIr F2N dKS o
gAff AAGS @2dz Ayild2 2dzNJthel yRa P¢
Philistine rose and came and drew near to meet David,
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that David RAN quickly toward the battle...Thus David
prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and
he struck the Philistine and killed him; but there was no
d62NR AY 5(s@heR2550KI YR

David had been faithful in little and he would be given much in

the years to come: the kingdom of Israel.

Are we being faithfuloverour o1l | t t | e

(@}
-~

If not, we should not expect OmuchO.

How we treat what belongs to others determineswh et her we
ready to receive blessings of our own. The Lord was watching,
during the four years | drove o

care of them, before He gave me one with my name on the title.

Renters, are you treating that home

as you would want someone to treat yours?

Treat others the same way you want them to treat you.
(Luke 6:31)

I used to wonder why God didn@ instantly heal all who came
up, full of faith, for prayer. On several occasions, the Lord said,
oTel | them I 6m going to heal t
d o mudh bff and leave Me again.0
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A teenager, whose deaf ears Godh e al e d , shared wit
night, I forgave my parents for my deafness, and look: today, God
opened my ears! 6 TheHehadrusddhdtrad me
deafness for her protection. She had never heard yelling, cursing,

or any other defiled speech.

When praying for the blind several times, the Lord showed me
that He had used their blindness for their protection; they had
never been defiled through sight. (Read Matthew 5:20)

Attitudes such as self-pity, control, manipulation, murmuring,
and complaining, may raise obstacles to our own healing. Go d 8 s
ways are so much higher than ours, and sometimes i tm@r8 about

fulfilling His purpose than it is about being healed.

When I was flat on my back and all I could do, literally, was
look up, God got my attention concerning many things that I
would never have taken time to hear otherwise. Yes, I believe in
healing; I was crippled @ n d  walBin® today. God did it! The
curse of muscular dystrophy is broken off not only my life, but the

lives of future generations. Praise the living God.

The first test of my faith came after Jesus appeared and said,
0 When ajusegoing @ Wrust Me? 6 | hadoutthe s peeé
faith He imparted to me.

ONo more tests, o6 | told the doc
The next test of faith came after I ran home healed, when my
insurance agent came over to discuss the limitations for medical

insurance because of my O p #x8ting condition.0 He was a
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brother in the faith, and I told him there was no longer a pre-

existing condition, because God had healed me. What a testimony!

My faith was greatly tested weeks later, during my church0 s
annual ski trip to Colorado. I loved to ski, but for several years, the
trips meant tremendous pain and injury. Deciding to go on the
trip was a test in itself, but I knew this time would be different...I
was healed! Th e 0Of i nal heaighabpide the @dpewast
to hit the slopes. God said, 0°
giving lessons tomorrow,0 and I didé God is faithful.

Sadly, I discovered some people would have preferred that I
stay on crutches, rather than believe and receive that God heals
today. Oh well, when Jesus healed a blind man, they were both
thrown out of the synagogue. (Read John 8 and B)hose report
will we believe? The word says, ¢! YR 0& | A& a&@O?2 dzN
K S| f (5Rn€53:5). Believe in healing, receive it, and finish with
prayers of thanksgiving. When God speaks, never doubt it.
Remember, Satan is a liar; let God be exalted! He promises us a
place of rest, ifwe — wi | | believe. The wor

obedience:

If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for yoyohn 15:7)

As the Israelites moved toward the Promised Land, they
frequently tested stGhbandes, uhdid,i e n c
murmuring and complaining. Ultimately, He let them die in the

desert, so He could bring in a new generation who would trust
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Him. The story below makes the point that trusting God is all He
asks, together with the obedience that follows. The reward is,

6B/ G S NA y 3 (HabRws NBH&- 1) £

Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you
an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living
God. But encourage one anlo¢r day after dayas long as
Al A& & ddddyf so @hattnbnd Rf ydu will be
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become
partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our
Fa&dz2NF yOS FTANY dzyiAf (iKyWu SYRZ 64K
hear His voice, do not harden your hearts, as when they
LINE @21 SR aSde¢

For who provoked Him when they had heard? Indeed,
did not all those who came out of Egypt led by Moses?
And with whom was He angry for forty years? Was it not
with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the
wilderness? And to whom ditHe swear that they would
not enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient? So
we see that they were not able to enter because of
unbelief.

Therefore, let us fear if, while a promise remairts
entering His rest, any one of you may seem to have come
short of it. (Hebrews 3:12-4:1)

I ask God to remove all clutter, confusion and

distractions from your life, and in His mercy, take you

into the place of rest that He has for His children today.
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God is still calling today as He did to Adam, WK SNBE | NB @&

(Genesis 3:9). Jesus 1s also inviting us to come:

Come to Me, all who are weary and headgden, and |
will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from
Me, for | am gentle and humble iheart, and you will find
rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is
light. (Matthew 11:28-30)

Qo
Qo
Qo
Qo
Qo
Qo

Letds jump into t halebrewsrléndt fi
realize the price the Patriarchs paid to heed the call of God. Their
obedience not only earned them a place in the scriptures, but it

also encourages us to go forth today. Moses is but one example:

By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be
called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to
endure il-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy
the passing pleasures of sin, considering the reproach of
Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he
was looking to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, not
fearing the wrath of the king; for le endured, as seeing
HimWhois unseen(Hebrews 11:24-27)

Hold on in faith and know that what God says is true. He 0 s
done it before and He will do it again. His plan is to take you
forward, not backward, as you receive the promises in His word.

Put your name in the blanks, because they are all for you today.
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From the days of John the Baptist until now the
kingdom ofHeavensuffers violence, and violent men take
it by force (Matthew 11:12)

And they do! When someone attempts to snatch your promises

in Christ, you qualify to take them back by force. Only David had
therighttou s e Go | i gRe&ddbamusl @109 d

God, I know You are true and have plans for me.
Everything You have promised will surely come to pass

andl 6 d | usay Hank&da, 6bwo

Let God handl e t howhiéyoslockupat i ons
knowing that He will take you through. The past is over; keep your
focus on the bigger picture: God is sovereign and Lord of ALL.

Attempt something so impossible that without God it is

destined to fail; then hang on to the hem of His garment

and He will lead you to victory.
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BROKENNESS 101
The course no one signs up for

EW WILLINGLY SIGN UP FOR THIS CLASS, butwe dondt
God without it. No one prays, 00h God, take Your biggest
sledge hammer and bust up everything I love.0

You would think the GOD is GOD and We Are Not part
would go without saying, but i S it thd Lordship of Jesus Christ
that people fight against the most? While many acknowledge Him
as Savior, it seems few will call Him Lord. Of course, if WE were
God, we 0 dur llvea Mned out so sweetly that no adversity
would come near us and no one would dare to annoy us. Is that
why we gripe, complain, and shake our fist at God? H es @ooking
for people who will love and serve Him in the midst of everything

theydre going through

Near the end of his journey, Paul could say: d b 2 & G KIF G L
from want, for | have learned to be content in whatever
OA NDdzY & ( | (Vhilpfass 4:111). Con¥ider what Paul endured,

lest we complain too much:

I am well content with weaknesses, with insultsyith
distresses, with persecutions, with difficultie, 2 NJ / K NR& & G ¢

sake; for when | am weak, then | am strong.
(2 Corinthians 12:10)
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Brothers and si sthetrhsi,s tohtartioGasl
Heavenil is all about. If we praise Him here, we get to praise Him

forever. Truly, He is Lord of allé or not at all.

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among
you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though
some strange thing were happening to you. Peter 4:12)

Wl

King David BECAMEa man after ,Goldnys own
God knows wh a 't it takes OfHofs, andvi#@ O bec

always be, the potter; @ nrd onlwtelclay, until we meet Him

face to face.

Woe to the one who quarrels with his MakerAn
earthenware vessel among the vessels Barthl Will the
Ofre aleée G2 GKS LRGGSNE a2 KLk

82dz NB YI1AYy3 & &dahdad S KI & y2

What audacity! Try reading Chapters 32-42 of the book of Job,
to get Go dd4dlthp, espesalp Eleagiter 33:

Behold, let me tell you, you are not right in this, for
God is greater than man. Why do you complain against
Him that He does not givean account of all His doings?
Indeed God speaks once, or twice, yet no one notices it. In
a dream, a vision of the night, when sound sleep falls on
men, while they slumber in their beds, then He opens the
ears of men and seals their instruction, that He maym
man aside from his conduct, and keep man from
pride...Man is also chastened with pain on his bed...If
there is an angel as mediator for him, one out of a

(A

K
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thousand, to remind a man what is right for him...Then he
will pray to God, and He will accegtim, that he may see
His face with joy and He may restore id righteousness to
man. (Job 33:12-26)

God is still sitting in the heavens and doing what pleases Him.
(Read Psalm 2)

daadaada

One night, as I was taking my eight year-old nephew home
from a restaur a nt in his hometown, I a
get to your house from here?é6

Heanswer ed verly dom@aneRBubadaymy 0
mom or dad al ways drives. o

OHow simple,6 |  t. AIblitlg Addm does is sit in the car
and know, without a shadow of a doubt, that his parents will take
him where he needs to go, with no concern on his part. Th at 8 s
their job. Why dondét we do that Wi th

made this whole world and keeps it going?

't 6s | i ke Go @& thd uSick dndhveec ard thedkidsd r i v
who get to ride in the back and eat our popsicles; but sometimes,
we try to crawl through the window, take over, and drive.
However, since GOD is GOD and We Are Not, He alone knows
what it takes to make ususablel t0 make us Okeeper

0GI6 seems to be the password
The bottom-line is, what have we done for Him, and how much

do we look like His dear Son?
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Father God, turn up the heat and burn out everything
that doesndtDolnddk whthigktearnJ es us
yelling about the fire t h atdéoth@&. Help us remember
thatYou know whaandoudibe ddbiLngooc

When we really understand that God is sovereign, we learn how
towalkthe 0 S| av e andaktorhin luke m&ax) tkiewing
wedre just suppos edeHino ThngeverlGo d 0 s
through our tests, we can love everyone God has brought into our
lives, knowing they canaot do anyt.,hahdn g He
t hey O6r aopitodade Hid bestgn us.

We know that God causes all things to work together
for good to those who love God, to those who are called
according to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew,
He also predestined to become conformed to the image of
His Son, so that He would kthe firstborn among many
brethren. (Romans 8:28-29)

Life 1s merely a test, and when we pass it with clean hands and
a pure heart, we get promoted to the next test. Nothing is worth
stopping for, let alone being stuck. We have to look beyond the
people, places and things, and just be sure that we are about our

Fat herds business, bwéllenatters e o ne d.

G 9 gSy Noke Dasiéand Job were in its midst,
Fa L fA@SzZ¢ RiSobéylcows bt déiiveS [ 2 NR
either their son or their daughter. They would deliver

only themselvesby their righteousness.
(Ezckiel 14:14, 16, 18, 20)
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WE are our only problem. If, however, we signed up for a test
through sin, then we must repent, change and ask God for His
solution for the victory. He al | ows some thing
believero out of useveravalldthataways ur e

again. End of discussion.

Thank You, Lord, for your grace, forgiveness, love,
and mercy; for being the God of second chances that
King David knew so well. (Readl Samuel6lthrougt2
Samuel 24:25)

Have you lost your peace? Go back to where you lost it, repent
for presumptuous words and deeds, fall on the Rock and be

broken.

Everyone who falls on that stone will béroken to
pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like
dust. (Luke 20:18)

God never said it would be easy. He said He@l be with us, and
guess what: dead sol di ers dondt bl eed,;
compl ai n.yod®o,i ni fyotuhe sothrowing
your heart, and your whiny self to shut up and praise God in and
through allt hi ngs. He doesndt have to

die, so the God in us can live. Jesus said that to die is to live:
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Truly, truly, | say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls
into the Earthand dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it
bears much fruit. He who loves his life loses it, and he who
hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal. If
anyone serves Me, he musollow Me; and where | am,
there My servant will be also; if anyone serves Me, the
Father will honor him(John 12:24-26)

You are a Kingods ki dGodJehdvaht he de
be exalted in you and in me, today. Hallelujah! What you can see

isndr eal , but whadtistypabu candt seeé

While we look not at the things which are seen, but at
the things which are not seen; for the things which are
seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are
eternal. (2 Corinthians. 4:18)

God, Who gives life to the dead and calls into being
that which does not exist(Romans. 4:17)

For we walk by faith, not by sight2 Corinthians. 5:7)

God gave this charge to Isaiah:

Hear, you deaf! And look, you blind, that you may see.
Who is blind but Myservant, or so deaf as My messenger
whom | send? Who is so blind as he that is at peace with
Me, or so blind as the servant of the Lord®iah 42:18-19)
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Will we be Dblind tobetetokeddd 6s ¢
messenger? Positions are open, for all who will to come. There are

many vacancies for those who will walk with Him today.

The Apostle Paul encourages us to, OWork out your salvation
GAGK FSI NI I®hilppiati NE)Y 0 f Ay A€

The Lord told Jeremiah, dafLyou return, then | will restore
you@ before Me you willstand; andif you extract the precious
from the worthless, you will become Wispokesman. They for their
LI NI YF@& GdzNYy G2 @2dzz odzi Fa ¥F20
(Jeremiah 15:19).

l sndét it  woanythihg thin adrlé hasttdoffen, to
stand before God and be His spokesman? | t 8 SchoiGeuGod
always said, GfE..afl@ 2 dz SEGNI OG0 GKS LINBOA 2 dz
I n todayds EnQ@eltheputkouwt.hat means,

Look at what happens when the devil getstome s si nd and
gets to bl essind!

Then he showed mdoshua the high priest standing
before the angel of theLord and Satan standing at his
right hand to accuse him. Theordd I AR (G2 {lF Gl yX
Lordrebukeyou, Satan! Indeed, th&ord WWho haschosen
Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not larand plucked from
0 KS WNJIwNIBsKua was clothed witliilthy garments
and standing before the angeHe spoke and said to those
K2 6SNB aildlyRAYy3I 06SF2NB KAYZ
JENXYSYGa FNRY KAKR®DE2! KAANE KIS



124 GOD is GOD and We Are Not

havetaken your iniquity away from you anavill clothe
82dz gA0GK TFSKIY L NRIOSR®EA] ST GKS)Y
GdzZNB 'y 2y KAA& KSI Rwrban ¢nzhisi KSe& LJd
head and clothed him with garments, while the angel of
the Lordwas standing by.

And the angel of the Lord admonished Joshua,
saying,d ¢ K dza A&lbré AT (KDBA G4 >walkinT &2dz ¢
My ways and if you will perform My service, then you will
alsogovern My house and also have charge of Mgyurts,
and | will grant you free access among these who are
standinghere.Q &echariah 3:1-7)

One day as I was praying and trying to find God, I had a vision
of all kinds of stuff in my handsfi bills, advertising schedules,
orders, the childrend and | c oul d nidptaiselGodfld t hen
His mercy, He began drawing me into His presence, and my
hands began torise. The oO0junkdé that was in

and melted down my arms.

Lord, I ask You to turn up the heat again and burn out
everything that stands between You and me today.

Thank You for Your amazing grace.

God is jealous and wil/l not s h
usually the thing we hold onto so tightly and bargain with God
about; you know, OEverything but this, L 0 r @owéver, He has
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full authority to remove anything that blocks our view of Him or

stands in the way of our intimate walk with Him. God sees from

He a v e n dds tapesiryeoWour life that He 6 s cr eatin
sometimes we see only the knots on the other side. That 8 s wh
GOD is GOD and We Are Not.

We 0 rere to Idad others to Jesus; not to be little gods in their
lives. The quicker we get out of the way, the sooner the other
person will hear the voice of God; thent he bl ame wonot
The worst place to be iIis betwee
because Hedl break you to get you out of the way, so He can

accomplish His good purpose in both of your lives.

Beyond what God has anointed us to deal with, we have to turn
everythingoverto Hm.I t s not so bad being

life but your own; then, you can get a life that honors God.

Paul warns that worldly sorrow produces death, while godly
sorrow produces repentance without regret, leading to salvation.
(Rea@ Corinthians 718) The focus is to keep clean hands and a
pure heart d ur i ng otulrr oouggohidnsg, 6 becaus:
way weldst tb God.

Who mayascend into thenhill of the Lord?And who
may stand in Hidoly place?Hewho hasclean handsand
a pure heart who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood
and hasnot sworn deceitfully (Psalm 24:3-4)
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The righteous live by faith, believing in the unseen hand of the
living God to bring them through all their tests and storms
victoriously. Remember what the three Hebrew boys told the king
of Babylon:

Shadrach, Meshachnd Abednego replied to the king,
Gh bSo6dzOKI Ry ST ineeNFo giweSyouRgh Yy 2 (i
answer concerning this matterlf it be so, our God Whom
we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing
fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, King. But
evenif He doesnot, let it be known to you, O King, that
we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden
image thatyou have set upDaniel 3:16-18)

Sure, they signed up for a fire, but there was a fourth man,
dikeasz y 2 F (i BaSel 332 iR that fire with them, and all
they lost were their chains. The men who threw them in, however,
were burned up. The fire is actually a safe place when the Son of
God is in there with you. Ally 0 u 8 | | YOQUR sheins; &ckides,
|l 6m sure that ofGodoeantetica enywayn g ¢ hi |

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and
singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them; and suddenly there came a great
earthquake, so that the foundations of th@rison house
were shaken; and immediatelgll the doors were opened
FYR SOSNE2ySQa OKMAANB2266 SNBE dzy FI &
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One day, Joseph woke up in the prison, but he went to sleep in
the palace that night. (ReadGenesis #1Moses spent 40 years
becoming something, then 40 years being broken to nothing, and
spent his last 40 years with God showing what He could do with
nothing. (ReadExodus3poesndét t he God of th
sun, moon, and stars on nothing? | t Oose with Bomething to

protect or defend who are difficult to use.

GodO ®cus was more on purging and purifying David and his
heart, than on breaking King Saul.

| have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My
heart, who will do all Mywill. (Acts 13:22)

Today is our day. What will we do with it that will count for
eternity? One day, weQ lhand the book of our life back to God.
Above all, we want to hear Jesus say, @ 2 St f, gde@ayidfaithful
servant. You were faithful with a few things, | wilput you in
chargeofY y& (GKAYy3IaT SydSNI A yWidiRew G KS
95:21).
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Lord, I pray that You will bring the Body of Christ
through the storms of life victoriously. Thank You for
blessing each of us with fresh hope for a new day, with

freedom to go onward and upward. Thank You for the

bl essed assurance of knowi

Youdl I never | @tustlioheaough to
burn up everything that

Do whatever it takes, sweet Jesus, to make us more like
You. We repent of our sins and thank You for forgiving

us and letting the streams of refreshing come.

Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may
wiped away, in order that times ofefreshingmay come
from the presence of the LordActs 3:19)

Thank You for setting Your children free from
everything thatds nodach of
their lives. We choose to be holy vessels for Your honor

and glory. We praise You, Lord.

Amen and Amen.

ng
re get
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WAS HEAVEN BUILT
ONLY FOR YOU?

E OFTEN SEEM TO JUDGE OURSELVES by our gOOd

intentions, but others by their actions. How fair is

that? We want people to think the best of us and bless
us, but are we condemning others? Besides, how good would
Heaven be if we were the only ones in it? Thankfully, Godd jfan is
bet t e dowhatte \ghsde Paul instructed:

We urge you, brethren, t@xcelstill more,and to make
it your ambition to lead a quiet life andattend to your
own business andwork with your hands, justas we
commanded you, so that you will behave properly
toward outsiders andnot be in any need.

(1 Thessalonians 4:10-12)

Jesus gave His view in the Sermon on the Mount:

Do not judge so that you will not be judged. For in the
way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard
of measure,t will be measured to you.
Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's
eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or
K2g OlFy @2dz ale (2 @2dzNJ 0 NRGKS
2dzi 2F @2dzNJ S@S:IQ FyR 0SK2fRX
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You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and
then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your
brother's eye.Matthew 7:1-5)

I once had a vision of Judgment Day and saw God sitting across

from Jesus, whenawomanc ame up f O6r her oOturn
God asked me, oBarbara, what do
OShe was one of the meanest women I ever knew,0 I said.
The Father | ooked to Jesus and

Jesus replied, O0Fat ha&l mjght ®eou kn
saved. o

For the Son of Man did not come to destrogSy Qa
f APSas o0dzi Lkeseal S GKSYDE

God then opened the @ 6 2 2 | @ Fe iffthe W 8 én a Maides
was in it, and the vision ended. (ReadRevelation 20:11)

God alone Knows eV er,byaadnjadges cach ena r t
righteously. We may have our opinions, but they d 0 nréally
matter. Letds set everyone free

Paul said, dL.et him who thinks he stands take heed that he does
y 20 (Fdorfadfiafs 10:12. YOoudve never done any:
doand| dve never duoneo ual ndfinghindnggo y o
level at the cross. The Bible says, & Il haved A y yRorku 3:23), so
| et ds keep our hands and our mou
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Who are you to judge theervant of another? To his
own master he stands or falls; and he waitand, for the
Lord is able to make him stan@Romans 14:4)

daaaaa

The Lord hears us when we judge others by our proclamations,
such as, O | dondt, | wool Righdd ,up f@ fnanyl 6 d
things when I'said, 0 | @edbr, 0 unt i |  bkbout thegmica e d i
of God, lest anyone should boast. We@e all made from dust, but
we serve a big God, Who knows what it take:

out of us and make us usable for His kingdom.

Paul said, a b2 GSYLIFdA2y KFa 2@SNII
common to man and God is faithfulWho will not allow you to be
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will
provide the way of escape also, so that you will be ableeiodure
A (1 €orinthians 10:13).

Are you willing to twegudeed? pl a
Ther eBast onat hi ng we damtmadother emon; w
only God Ikorcdlad fiends jhdedel Bird and got a dose
of Goddos anger

~ 7 A

¢CKS [2NR &lFAR G2 9ftALKII GKS
kindled against you and against your two friends, because
you have not spoken of Me what is right as My servant
Job has. Now therefore, take for yourselves seven bulls
and seven rams, and go to My servadbb, and offer up a
burnt offering for yourselves, and My servant Job will pray
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for you. For | will accept him so that | may not do with you

according to your folly, because you have not spoken of

aS 6KIFIG Aa NAIKOGZ lakd tha Borda SNII y i
accepted Job. The Lord restored the fortunes of Job when

he prayed for his friends, and the Lord increased all that

Job had twofold Job 42:7-10)

I once counseled a man who felt F
forgiveness, because of Sat aAsOws talled hd e mn i
had a vision of t he spear p i .eAk e biogl and e s us 0
water gushed out of Him, it turned into a river, covering and

transforming the man completelywithGodds c¢cl eansi ng |

Jesus 1s always there with open arms and we must be doing as
He did with the woman at the well in John 4:42. Our Savior built
a bridge to that woman, rather than a wall to keep her out, and

she became the first evangelist.

|l tds an onward and uasudegpdrtets wal k
us by turning up the conviction power of the Holy Spirit. We may

not have the grace to do tomorrow the things we could do today.

QJo
QJo
Qo
Qo
Q)o
QJo

Jesus ended the parable of the marriage feast with, a C2 NJ Y I y &
NS O ffSRX 0 dzi(ReadSMatthevNE14)OKh2 & Sy D¢
banquet was set, the guests were invited, but they chose not to
come; so the king sent his servants to the highways and byways,

inviting as many as could be found to fill his house.
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John the Baptist was disgusted with the Oholier than thou0

attitudes of the Pharisees and Sadducees, when he said this:

You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? Therefore bear fruit in keeping with
repentance; and do not suppose that you can say to
82dzNASt ¥Sasx 2SS KIF@S ! oNFKIY T
you that from these stones God is able to raise up children
to Abraham.

The axe is already laid at the root of the trees;
therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire. As for me, | baptize you
with water for repentance, but HeWho is coming after
me is mightier than I, and | am not fit to remove His
sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
His winnowing fork[for separating grain from chalifis in
His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor;
and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will
burn up the chaff with unquenchable firéMatthew 3:7b-12)

John the Baptist painted a serious picture for people who
thought they had no sin, but sinners went to Jesus because they

knew they needed Him. Let® get our own lives in order, shall we?
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QUIT BEGGING FOR CURSES
Gossipndhe tongue

HEBBILEi O Basi c I nstructiofis Be
is a wonderful manual for governing our lives. The word
of God is not a religious epistle, but contains simple and

clear revelations about living holy to God...including our speech.

Much is written in the scriptures about the blessings and the curses

that come out of our mouths, or that we hear through our ears.

King Solomon, who was declared in the scriptures to be the
wisest man in history (Read 1 Kings 35) wrote these words

concerning the tongue:

2 A0K GKS FNHAG 2F | YlIyQa Y2
satisfied; he will be satisfied with the product of his lips.
Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those

who love it will eat its fruit. (Proverbs 18:20-21)

Charles Capps, author of The Tongue, A Creattvee kvrote,
0Jesus said to me, 0l have tol
they SAY and they ar e SAYI NG

voicesfl what we speakfi can destroy the work of our hands.



136 GOD is GOD and We Are Not

Do not be hasty in word oimpulsive in thought to
bring up a matter in the presence of God. For God is in
Heavenand you are on thearth; therefore let your words
0S FSéX52 y2i €tSG @2dzNJ aLISSOK O
not say in the presence of the messenger of God that it
was a nistake. Why should God be angry on account of

your voice and destroy the work of your hands?
(Ecclesiastes 5:2, 6)

God |l et none of Samuel s words
because he kept his mouth shut unless God told him to speak.

Thus Samuegrew and the Lord was with him and let
none of his words fail(l Samuel 3:19)

How often do we clutter the spiritual and the natural realm
with our garbage’ defending, judging, murmuring, criticizing,

and complaining?

Either make the tree good and itBuit good, or make
the tree bad and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its
fruit. You brood of vipers, howean you, beingevil, speak
what is good? For the mouth speaks out of thatich fills
the heart. The good mairbrings out of his good treasure
what is good; and the evil man brings out of his euvil
treasure what is evil. But | tell you that every careless
word that peoplespeak,they shall give an accounting for
it in the day ofjudgment. For by your words you will be

justified, and by your words qu will becondemnred.
(Matthew 12:33-37)
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That s a rather seri ®uesdaysvd at e
wi || give account fseif ybe Wondt

something constructive to say, say nothing at all.

Your yes is to be yes, and your ma, so that you may
not fall under judgment.James 5:12b)

Years ago, God was trying to help me to be quiet, stay out of
everyone el s e OaBvaydirdest mnopisicws, [ jug nd
coul dndt g e thing Ihehllg thought svbrywite needgl 6
to know what I thought and, of course, do what I told them. Help
me, Jesus! |  knew | was spadeactanditlgutl ayt G
close to failing my test. I cried out to God, OPlease put a watch on

my mouth, so I8l quit sinning against You with it.0
God said, OIt8 your mouth;you put a watch on

I begged God to help me pass this class. One day, He said,
0OK, Barbara, I6n going to help you. Go out to the garage and
get a roll of duct tape. 6 | di d.d,T heWccleHagtes s a i
5:1-780nit. B d i d .put heNapewsn your mouth.0

00h, God, MY mouth? 6 | was horri fied.

OYes,y our mo ut hAndjusth€yousl daved 0 qp-off
valveOtoday, anything you@l want to say, just offer it up to me as a

sacrifice.0 God certainly knows how to humble the proud.

ButGod has chosen the foolish things thie world to
shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of
the world to shame thethings whichare strong,and the
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base things othe world and thedespised God has chosen,
the things that are not, so that He manullify the things

that are, sothat no man may boast before God.
(1 Corinthians 1:27-29)

As I went through the day, people who saw me ran to find a
Bible, dust it off, and look for Ecclesiastes 5:1-7. I learned to be
quiet when the Spirit convicts me; that my words and opinions are
of little value compared to the wisdom of God. If I continue talking
when He has drawn the line, I see Him with a roll of duct tape in
His hand, and I know t h a't i f I d o nl @otuld bs

wearing it on my mouth again!

Guard your steps as you go to the house of God and
draw near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of
fools; for they do not know they are doing evio not
be hastyin word orimpulsive in thought to bring up a
matter in the presence of God. F@od is in heaven and
you areon the earth; therefore let youwords befew. For
the dream comes through mucéffort and the voice of a
fool through many words. Wheryou make a vow toGod,
do not be late in paying it; foHe takesno delight in
fools. Pay what you vowlt is better that you should not
vow than that you should vow and not paypo not let
yourspeech causgou to sin and do not say in the
presence of the messengef Godthat it was amistake.
Why should God be angry on account of your voice and
destroy the work of your handsPor in many dreams and

in many words there is emptiness. Rather, fear God.
(Ecclesiastes 5:1-7)

hut
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If you®e never heard God tell you to be quiet, I question
whether you've heard Him say anything. We have to close our
mouths and open our ears to hear what He has to say! As we
submit to His voice and His leading, we may actually do some

goodforGo d 8 s fhensr pnd goey!

Have you ever tape-recorded your conversations? You could
have your own ©personal dress r
speaking life or death over your circumstances. Listen to your

words, for God surely is.

Silence can@ be misquoted.

Gossip takes two equally guilty parties, each with ears and a
mout h. A good standard i s, oT
them.0 T h i @®&complishl al least two things: you will change
t he way you tal k, and youdl | al

of sharing his or her perception.

Once, the Lord told me what a houseguest had been saying
about me. I went to the personand sai d, 0God sai
about me; now, talk tome.6 When the church of
filled with the Holy Spirit, this game is going to stop.

Corrie Ten BoamssatdonelLét stshé

The Apostle James said, a LF Fy&2yS GKAY]a
religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own
KSENIGZ GKAA YIFYyUFamNBd AIA2Y Aad 42
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If anyone does not stumble in what he says, ea
perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as wxlo
also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it
boasts of great things. See how great a forest is set
aflame by such a small fire! And the tongue is a fire, the
very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our
members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets
on fire the course of our life, and is set on fiog hell

For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and
creatures of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by the
human race. But no one can tame the tongue; it is a
restless evil and full of deadly poison. With it we bless our
Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have
been made in the likeness of God; from the same mouth
come both blessing and cursing. Mydihren, these things
ought not to be this way(James 3:2, 5-10)

Not only wil!/ we b e bufalsodwghited by
webdre talshi g Gotd canl@é¢dsuslkeookiirng
people who will die to their own thoughts and opinions to speak

HIS words. Elihu said it very well:

Let me speak that | may get relief; let me open my lips
and answer.Let me now be partial to no onajor flatter
any man. For | do not know how to flatter, elseynMaker
would soon take me away(job 32:20-22)

Jesus said, aC2NJ L RAR y2d aLlSlI] 2y aé
Father HimselfWho sent Me has given Me a commandment as to
what to say and what to speak. | know that His commandment is
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eternal life; therefore the things | speak, | speak just as the Father
KIa G2fpmR2a-8):E

Will we do that? Will we hold our peace and speak only what
the Father commands? Thad]Jésss one
did before Pilate, when He uttered not a word in His own defense.
(ReadMatthew 27:118) Can we do that? Can we have nothing to
defend, nothing to debate, and nothing to judge?

To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic,
brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit; not returning
evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing
instead; for you were called for the very purpose thgou
might inherit a blessing

GThe one whadesires life, to love and see good
days, must keep his tongue from eviand his lips
from speaking deceitHe must turn away from evil
and do good; He must seek peaaad pursue it.For

the eyes of the Lord are toward the righteouand

His ears attend to their prayerbut the face of the

Lord is against those who d8 @ X1fPedré3:8-12)

Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, |
will also confess him before My Fath&vho is inHeaven
But whoever @&nies Me before men, | will alsoehy him
before My Father Matthew 10:32-33)

Think of i taking w Roimdore abvnelda eu s , H
talking to the Father about us. Now, brothers and sisters, th a t 8 s
some good plwag 8fsng up Wedbhingor someone

when we speak: the games, the latest fashion, whatever our flesh
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happens to be focused on that day. Only God knows, however, if
wedre the | ast chance someone h
Christ. If so, what did we do with the opportunity for a divine

appointment?

Jesussaid, a! YR LXI AF L | Fathfwilld@asal dzLd T
YSy (2 (ane&®f Fé

We must lift up Jesus; t hat 6 s al | t hat count
children across the paths of many hurting people each day. We
have the answer, but do we give it? One day,t hat 6 s al | t |
coonband wedre storing up those day

Immorality or any impurity orgreed must not even be
named among you, as is proper among saints; and there
must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting,

which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.
(Ephesians 5:3-4)

Through Himthen, let us continually offer um sacrifice
of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks
to His name(Hebrews 13:15)

What we say is important to Godand Heds al ways
Murmuring and complaining can sign us up for another lap in the

wilderness, just like it did the Israelites.

Now the people became like those who complain of
adversity in the hearing of the Lord; and when the Lord
heard it, His anger was kindled, and the fire of the Lord
burned among them andonsumed some of the outskirts
of the camp.(Numbers 11:1-3)
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On the next day all the congregation of the sons of
Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron...and the Lord
aLk1s 02 az2zasSaz aleAry3as aD$
congregation, that | may consume them irsty’ G f & ® ¢
(Numbers 16:41, 44-45)

The Apostle Paul warned the Corinthians:

Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did, and were
destroyed by the serpents. Nor grumble, as some of them

did, and were destroyed by the destroyer.
(1 Corinthians 10:9-10)

Godi snot pl ay i n gknoosnwhete Rvé &e aids s U e
until we praise Himinallt hi ngs, they just ar e

Work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it
is GodWho s at work in you, both to will and to work for
His good pleasure Do all things without grumbling or
disputing; so that you will prove yourselves to be
blameless and innocent, children of Goabove reproach
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among

whom you appear as lights in the world.
(Philippians 2:12b-15)

Do we respond to our tests as lights in a dark world, or do we
yell and scream, whine and complain louder than the sinners? If
so, why would they want our God? Let 8s r epent, c
again, and be found praising God!

I will bless the brd at all times; His praise shall
continually be in my mouth(Psalm 34:1)
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WHERE IS YOUR TREASURE?
Put your money whereearisr

VERY OLD AND VERY WEALTHY MAN was obviously

agitated when he approached me after I had ministered

at a church. He s ai d, oBar bar a,

dream I had last night! I dreamt that I died and went to Heaven,

where St. Peter met me. After he welcomed me in, he said he

would take me to my new home. As we walked together, we passed

palatial estates, mansions, large homes, smaller homes, condos,

apartments, shanties, and finally, we arrived at a lean-to.

you

h

0St . Peter said, O6Hereds your
ol was f ulrldt dith sknow ia M dVh a t st
demanded.
0St. Peter | oo k-&-fictlyaahd smae ,d , v eOrSyi
did the best we couldéd with what
Dear God, help us invest every moment, penny, word,
thought and deed for Your highest honor and glory today
and for 06tWeatprdayy for Yolur K i

and Your will to be done on Earth, in and through our

lives, as it 1s in Heaven.
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Do not store up for yourselves treasures dearth,
where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in
and steal. But store up for yourselvéeasures inHeaven
where neither moth nor rusdestroys, and where thieves
do not break in or stealfor where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also...No one can serve two masters; for
either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will
be devoted to one and despise the other. You cahn
serve God andvealth. (Matthew 6:19-21, 24)

¢CKSY IS alFAR (2 0GKSYX 4. Sgl NB=Z
against every form of greed; for not even when one has
'y FodzyRFyOS R2Sa KAa fAdFS O2yaa
He told them a parable, sayingy ¢ K S of a righRman
was very productiveAnd he began reasoning to himself,
aleAy3dsr W2KFG akKlFftf L R23X aAiAyos
ONR LA KQ

KSY KS &IFART W¢KA& Aa 6KFG L
my barns and build larger ones, and there | will store all
my grainand my goodst YR L ¢gAff ale& G2 Yeé
you have many goods laid up for many yedos come;
take your ease, eatdrink and be Y S NNBudsbd3aid to
him, W, 2 dz TRiske2yhight your soul is required of you;
and now who will own what you haveLINB LJI SalsRhk Q
man whostores up treasure for himself, and is not rich
0261 NRLR2RDE

Godownsitaljthat ds the begi nkbtadyg and
The title of t his chapt:éwherec 0 mes
@2dzNJ GNBIadz2NBE Aaxr KSNBthed@@dzNI KS|T



Where Is Your Treasure? 147

Tithing is a principle found throughout the Bible. Abraham

started it, while he was still known as Abram:

After his return from thedefeat of Chedorlaomer and
the kings who were withhim, the king of Sodom went out
to meet him at the valley ofShaveh (that isthe YA y 3 Qa
Valley).And Melchizedek king of Salem brought obtead
and wine; now he was griest of God Most High. He
blessed him and saidy . f SA&4SR 0God MasNJ ¥ 27
High, Possessor oHeavenand Earth; and blessed bé&od
Most High,Who has delivered your enemies into your
K I y RepAbram] gave him a tenth of all(Genesis 14:17-20)

Tithing simply means that 10 percent of everything goes to
Godds purposes. The lileised Whenwt S h ¢
honor it and cursed if we d 0 N @o#l makes things so simple that
even a chil dLodgkat fodrtife teday;3us yolHiviny
in the blessing or under the curse...at work, at home, in health,

finances, or other areas? (Read Deuterono®ly 5

G2Atf I Yy NRO D2RK ,SiG &2dz
arezr Wi2g KIFIPGS 6S NROOSR |, 2dzK(
You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, the
whole nation of you. Bring the whole tithe into the
storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and
G6Sad aS y2¢ Ay (GKAazZe aleéa (0KS
open for you the windows oHeavenand pour out for you
a blessing until it overflows.Then | will rebuke the
devourer for you, so that it may not destroy the fruits of
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0KS aANRBdzyRT y2NJ gAff @&2dzNJ OAYyS
alea GUKS [2NR 2F Kzalao a!ff ¥
0f SaaSRxY F2N) é2dz aKrft 4SS | RSt
again distinguish between the righteous and the wicked,

between one who serves God and one who does not serve

Him. (Malachi 3:8-12, 18)

The wonderful life and wisdom in the scripture above has often
been misused, almost as a technique to extort money from the

Body of Christ. Here are some other scriptures about tithing:

WI 0206 Y I Rhis bton&) hicK tihave set up as
apillar, willbeD2 RQa K2dzaSz yR 2F |t 0
will surely give a tenth to You®.(Genesis 28:22)

All the tithe of the land, of the seed of the land or of

the fruit of the tree, is the brdQ; it is holy to the brd.
(Leviticus 27:30)
(Also readumbefs3:26, 28 Deuteronomy 12:17, 14:22
Proverbs 11;24ike 18:12nd Hebrews -1:0)

God gives us the power to make wealth, pure and simple. Praise

His holy name!

You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is o
is giving you power to make wealth, tt He may confirm

His covenant which He swore to your fathers.
(Deuteronomy 8:18)

If you ar en dyti ngb eGodd @nder His covering of
protection and blessing, Satan can steal anything he wants,

whenever he wants.
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Case in point: a member of my family wasn Otithing, and I
warned him that he was fair game for the devil to steal anything he
had, because he was not under
When he called from college to say his car had been broken into
and his stereo stolen, | asked, OAre you

7

ONo. 6

A few weeks later, he called again to say that his car had been

stolen!0 Ar e you fadkédhi ng yet ?6

ONo. 6

I said, OThenenj oy Yy o,lbrecMiulsed s hat 6s

youodol |l tdee hooame. 0

Web r e tof nfake eur choices, but we aren@ free from the

consequences of those choices.

Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw
your pearls before swine, or they will trample them under
their feet, and turn and tear you to pieceSMatthew 7:6)

Health and abundant prosperity overtook the children of Israel
when they followed G 0 dcBnsmandments with their whole hearts.
Jesus said, @2 KSNB @2dzNJ GNBF adzaNE A&z
(Matthew 6:21). Isn GHe God Who created you and holds your next
breath worthy of at least a tenth? The location of your treasure will

tell you a great deal about the state of your heart, mind and spirit.

Where 1s your treasure today and how is your heart?

i K
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We can take God easy or we can take Him hard, but GOD is
GOD and We Are Not. There isonlyonepl ace i n God?©os
where He invites US to test HIM:

0Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that
there may befood in My house, andTEST ME NOW IN
THIS ¢ &l @&a GUKS [ 2NFPpeaforysuzheias> aA T
windows ofHeavenand pour out for you a blessing untit
overflows£ (Malachi 3:10, emphasis mine)

If you are stealing God®aent h, pl ease donot
stories with me, for the only question | Gadk bouis, O ARE YOU
TI1 THI NG?o6t , my pr a yagybester thao youlist wo r K

Read Malachi again. Repent and change.

Obedience 1s always the dividing issue.

The Apostle Paul was impressed with the generosity of the
assemblies in Macedonia when he wrote his second letter to the

Corinthians:

Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the
grace of God which has been given in the churches of
Macedonia, that in a great ordeal of affliction their
abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in
the wealth of their liberality. Foi testify that according to
their ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of their
own accord, begging us with much urging for the favor of
participation in thesupport of the saints, and this, not as
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we had expected, but they first gave themselves tioe
Lord and to us by the will of Go Corinthians 8:1-5)

Now thatds an examp.lWeardioviked t h e
into the principle of giving freely; investing in what we valuef

even beyond the tithell and that shows where our hearts are.

He who issowing sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and he who sows bountifully, will also reap bountifully.
Each one must do as he has proposed in his heart, not
grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. (2 Corinthians 9:6-7)

Giving out of obligation, intimidation, or compulsion, is not
from the heart, however noble it may appear, and is not pleasing
to God. He honors cheerful giving from a grateful heart, wanting
to fund His purposes and to be a part of His plan. | f you do

believe in a work enough to support it, find one you can support.

| dve never K n obwgan tithing Yow rofetheiw h o
abundance; faith 1s required. When you take that first step, God
confirms it and blesses you; then He can take you into His

prosperity.

Beloved, | pray that in all respects you may prosper
and be in good health, just as your soul prospesgohn 2)

| 6d rather daewydingd 0 | per cent
than 100 percent of nothing.
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We are either blessed or cursed, dependingon  whet her
walking in obedience or rebellion to God and His principles. He

protects what belongs to Him.

My people are destroyed for lack of knowledgelosca 4:6a)

For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him
as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their

speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
(Romans 1:21)

Ignorance is no excuse, just read the Bible and do what it says.

Set aside the TV, magazinesandb oo ks unti |l odbudve

of God five or six times, cover to cover. The Bible is true and it

will change your life and your circumstances. Are you ready?

For theword of God is living and active and sharper
than any two-edged sword,and piercing as far as the
division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and

able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
(Hebrews 4:12)

Your word have | treasured in my heart, that | may not
sin against You(Psalm 119:11)

God0 sord contains His solution for every problem we face.

~

Letds walk it Godds way and Hedl

littl e, so wedl |.(Rea Matthetv@538u | e r

Aword to you prayer warriors:

that you have the resources to answer. How easy and religious to

O 1

d
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say, ol 81 1 patadys froot yhoouvBody ifT wo |
Christ. If you can fill the need, then fill it.

Jesus said,  CNSE S& 2dz NBOSA O DRiEew MBS St &
Si mpl e, THe Apasfictjohnisdid?a2 K2 S@PSNI KI & (K
goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against
KAYSX K2 R2Sa GKS f aghss182F D2R |0

| ta 6 0 ddhysvay; we just need to find out what He wants
done with everything He &jisen us. Do you have two cars and see
that your brother has none? Well, Brother, pray and see if that

second car belongs to him.

—
(@]}
(72}

First need is first claim, regardless of whose h 0 U S B
Shall we walk what we talk?

When I was in Israel with a group from a Bible College, we
listened to a pastor share his powerful testimony of leaving
everything to follow Jesus. After he finished, the leader of our
groupsaid , O L et &his Brportahye rf. aor

0 @, please,06 | t h o u g dd just fihithéd Sharingehin
story of leaving a prosperous Los Angeles law practice to pastor an
Arab church in Jerusalem for $50.00 a month. And all we were

going to do was pray for him? God was not happy!

The Holy Spirit prompted me to ask the groupfil who seemed
to have plenty of money for whatever they wanted to buyfi 0 Wh y
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dondt we just Oput our mothiey wh e
pastor everything we have i n our pockets?d Nev.

intensely the wrath of the religious.
Jesus taught this principle in Matthew 25:346:

¢CKSY GKS YAy3 gAatt ale G2 (0K2a!
who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For |
was hungry, andyou gave Me something to eat; | was
thirsty and you gave Me something to drink; | was a
stranger, and you invited Me in; naked, and you clothed
Me; | was sick and you visited Me; | was in prison and you
OFYS G2 aSoé¢
¢KSY (GKS NAIK(GS2dzad, whantdid + y a6 SN
we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirstyd give you
something to drink? And when did we see You a stranger,
and invite You in, or nakedand clothe You? When did we
4SS ,2dz aA01=2 2NJAYy LINRaz2Yy>S FYyR
The King will answer and I @ (2 GKSY3X & ¢ NHzZ @
you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers
2F aAyS:I S@Sy GKS tSIad 2F GKSYX
CKSY 1S gAff +faz2 are G2 (GdkKz2as$s
Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been
prepared for the devil and his angeldor | was hungry,
and you gave M nothing to eat; | was thirsty, and you
gave Me nothing to drink; | was a stranger, and you did
not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick,
and in prison, andyoudidnd@A a A i aS®¢
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¢tKSy GKS& GKSyaStg@gSa It az2
we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or

oAt

AA01Z 2NJAY LINRaz2ys FyR RAR y2

¢CKSY 1S gAftt IyasSN GKSYS

extent that you did not @ it to one of the least of these,
@2dz RAR y20 R2 AlG (G2 aSoé
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.

daaaaa

I moved into a condo once that had no overhead lighting, so I
asked God for some lamps. He told me to go down to the trash
room, and there I found exactly what I needed. (Ditto for a bed,
vacuum, luggage, etc.) It was an anointed trash room, in an
upscale complex, and the angels were always making deliveries. I
would just pray and whatever I needed showed up; I call it

ocreative financing. 6

To a person who is good in His sight He has given
wisdom and knowledge and joy, while to the sinner He
has given the task of giering and collecting so that

ac N

¢t KSa

YFre 3IA@S (2 2yS gK2 Aa 3I22R A

vanity and striving after wind.(Ecclesiastes 2:26)
(Also reatbb 27:14.7, Psalm 105:44, Isaiah 23:18, and Isaia® 60:5

When Nick died, God told me to sell our Jeep, and I didn® t
a car for the next four years; however, God always provided me
with one to use. When my mother went to be with Jesus, she left

her new car for me. Hallelujah!

own
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| have been young and now | am old, yethave not
seen the righteous forsaken or his descendants begging
bread. (Psalm 37:25)

It works! Geoddiss true. Try it and yol

Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into
your lap a good measurepressed down, shaken
together, and running over. For by your standard of
measure it will be measured to you meturn. (Luke 6:38)

When the church really o0gets i
money. It wi || be as in Mosesd d
Tabernacle:

l'YR (KS& alFAR (G2 a2aSax a¢KS LX
more than enough for the construction work vith the
[ 2NR O2YYIFIYRSR dza (2 LISNF2N)®E
command, and a proclamation was circulated throughout
GKS O YLl aleAay3asr a[SG y2 Yy
LISNF2NY 62N)] F2NJ GKS O2y (i NR O dzi
Thus the people were restrained from bgimg any more.
For the material they had was sufficient and more than
enough for all the work, to perform it(Exodus 36:5-7)

The same overabundance occurred when Solomon was
dedicating the house of the Lord in 1Kings 8the altar was too
small to hold all the offerings. Hallelujah! God is the God of more
than enough for His children. Re
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Him how HE would like HIS money spent. God can set up our
finances so we can live on 10 percent and invest 90 percent in His

purposes.
a C 2 Wihoaights are not your thoughts, nor are your
gl &da aé g¢gleaxéeé RSOfFNBa GKS
are higher than theEarth, so are My ways higher than

NS

82dzNJ ¢l &az |yR aé GK2dAKda GKI

(Isaiah 55:8-9)

GOD is GOD and We Are Not. He owns it all and He 0 s
looking for people to steward His funds for His purposes, honor,
and glory. Will we be found faithful in little so that we will be

entrusted with much? We aren@ going to take it with us, but we

will give an aGodpmmandofHiskid,ochallwet 0 s
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CHAINED TO THINGS?

Leave &ll and follow &1

EARING GOD& VOICE, nowt hat 6s a chal l
I s.rGdtd 6 s wselistitcteas ypousmo t h.€ad $ t
you tell her voice from all the others? | f  youdr e
about hearing God, shut out all the other OvoicesO :the TV,
newspapers, radio, internet, phones, and other people. What we
listen to should line up with the word of God. Jesus said, @ { 2 0 I
OFNB K2¢ aedzsf A&0GSYyHE

God will let you know anything you need to know. We waste

precious time from His call on our lives by getting into business

~

€

C

-

N>

t hat 6 s . Whe take onutle Slistractions of 0t h e r peop

clutter and confusion when we have no authority to deal with it?

We urge you, brethren, to excel still more, and to make
it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your
own business and work with your hands, just as we
commanded you, so that you will behave properly toward
outsiders and not be in any need Thessalonians 4:11)

When God called me to a higher place with Him, He directed
me to get rid of the TV, books, tapes, magazines, newspapers, and

all the other clutterr He s &aif d,anoet her person
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your <calll; i f 1t was Wrherditne n

time | eft f or 0 roetleulstrgciiohs aftothed
peopl e®dhsisd HeGhept.and Knees Time.0OYou are the
only YOU I have. Stay in My word and I will speak to you as I did
Moses; then you will go out empowered to do what I have called
you to do.0 At that, I entered OH.S.U.6 (Holy Spirit University); a
unique, individualized study program, designed by God just for

me.

As for you, the anointing which you received from Him
abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach
you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things,
and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you,
you abide in Hin. (1 John 2:27)

yes

know

The Apostle Paul wrote, « CAY I f £t 83 O0NBUGKNBY =

whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any

excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell nK S & S
(Philippians 4:8).

Pick God over everything, for one day we shall give account for

our time, money, relationships, and our thoughts and words.

God, in Your grace and mercy, I ask you to forgive us
for all we Gwvéelpsisgiuya ithé masteot)
2dzNJ GAYSS 0SSOl dz&#Sesiaik KI§. RI &la

s

(%]
0KAyY3
NBE S
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Guys, this is your paragraph: about that television, or should I
callitthe 0 h e | | @ Mow % it thaf you can yell, scream, jump
up and down for a football and not for God? Only He is worthy of
our praise. If the TV is your god, then at least be honest and bow
down to it. Do you know as much about the Bible and its ways as
you do those sports figures? I

moment-by-moment decisions will determine your future.

Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and
the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not
from the Father, but is from the world. The world is
passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the
will of God lives forever(l John 2:15-17)

| t ds bfieenelet @65 ggi d of the|]junk

sell it, give it away, or throw it out.

Jesus said, 6None of you can be My disciple whdpes not give
dzLJ | £ f KA & 206k 14:43)2Yaud Gl ndy Beyddfdent
from my all, but i1 tés anything
and best purpose for your life.

No soldier in activeservice entangles himself in the
affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one
who enlisted him as a soldier2 Timothy 2:4)
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The conditions for following Jesus are the same as they were

2,000 years ago, when He called a man:

C2tt 20 aJdér RIdzia [RNRSE LISNX¥A G Y
YR o0dzZNE Yeé FlOKSNWE . dzi 1S al Af
to bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim
SOSNEBEGKSNE (GKS (1AYy3aIR2Y 2F D2R®E
will follow You, Lord; but first permit me to say goelye
G2 GK2asS 4 K2YS®oé¢ . dzi wSadza al
putting his hand to the plow and looking back, is fit for
0KS ({AYIRAMNODF) D2 RDE

When Jesus calls you, I tds ;titrheerte@sgonl y
there, so come on, a f S G KS thRISIWR deaddzNE 6 s a

decision we all make and I invite you to choose life.

Paul wrote this to the Philippians:

oOne thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and
reaching forward to what lies ahead, | press on toward
the goal for the prize of the upwardall of God in Christ
WS & @izdippians 3:13b-14).

If God wanted us to look backward, He would have

given us eyes in the back of our heads or rearview

-

mirrors. He didndt door eyes iintfrbne He |

aimed forward...as we should be.
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Do not callto mind the former things, or ponder things
of the past. Behold, | will do something newow it will
spring forth; will you not be aware of it? will even make
a roadway in the wilderness; rivers in the desert...The

people whom | formed for Myself will gclare My praise.
(Isaiah 43:18-21)

The graveyard of the past is no place for a child of God to live,
so why not throw away our shovels and quit digging up old graves?
Will we declare His praise? God used the word, OIf,0 many times
to let us know we have choices. Jesus said, &flLanyone wishes to
come after Me, he mustdenyhimself, and take up his cross and
follow Me€ (Matthew 16:24). Everyone has a choice to receive or
reject God, and the God in us; however, the Lord will call for

showdowns, as Elijah did on Mount Carmel:

How long will you hesitate between two opinions? If
the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow hinyau
call on the name of your god, and | will call on the name

of the Lord, andhe GodWho answers by fire, He is God.
(1 Kings 18:21, 24)

Amen! So many times He does answer by fire, to consume
everything fdwd tvith goa Béoke engeing the
Promised Land, Joshua told the Israclites, 6 / K22 &S F2NJ &2
today whom you willserve...but as for me and my house, we will
ASNIBS (gkiSa2412 NR €
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ltds a decision we each must m
perish, but He will not always strive with us. His mercies are new
every morning, but |1 06ve | enarned

friend, has a limit!

la L &a¢g2NB Ay aeé oNriGKX ac¢KSe
NBadé dop{2 ¢S aSS (KIG (GKS& ¢SNE
of unbelief...Therefore, let us fear ifwhile a promise
remains of entering His rest, any one of you may seem to
have come short of it.For we who have believed enter
that rest. (Hebrews 3:11, 19, 4:1, 3)

Jesus is still inviting all who willto @ Sy G S NJ doBal: G NB & 0 ¢

Come to Me, all who areveary and heavyladen, and |
will give yourest. (Matthew 11:28)

If youdre not free to do d&&hat G
bound, and thatds no way for a <chi
t he 0O;dby Willing do pay the price to be free from the
entanglements of life; and go free to owe no one anything but the
love of Jesus Christ. That way, dWhoever does not receive you, nor
heed your words, as you go out of that house or that city, shake the
Rdza i 2 F ¥ and ®adkNh (Ma5H8wi16:14). Y 0 u 6 | rthore 6fi n d
Jesus O itonHsstikiplesit Mathevs 10

Where He leads, | 0 m  ghoughngne go with me!
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Ask God to give you His next course of events for your life;
however, before you expect an answer, be sure your life is in order.
He w 0 nafidtto clutter, confusion, and unfinished business. Clear
out the old to make way for the new. What i f wedre nc
God, but He is waiting on us to do our part? Do what you know

you should, and then youl get the next piece.
Three things I pray in any situation:

1. I ask that everything hidden comes to light, so I know what
|l dm dealing with, and whatos

removed.
2. Give me Your strategy for the victory.

3. Shut the doors that no longer serve Your purposes in my life

and open those that do.

He who is holywho is true, who haghe key of David,
who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no
one opens, says thisd know yourdeeds. Behold, | have
put before youan open door which no one cashut,
because you have a little power, and have kddy word,
and have not denied My name.(Revelation 3:7-8)

God answers prayers like that as His searchlight reveals the

hidden things. He a v e n & swontldrfel peérspective.

A man told a great pilayiost
The piani gidl! or epl i ed ol
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Jim Elliot, a missionary in Ecuador, who was martyred for
preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 1956, s ai d, OHe i s |
who gives what he cannotkeept 0 gai n what he canr

We have to pay the price to go onward and upward for the
cause of Christ. Only God knows how much time we have left to
make a difference. Trust Him to take you into His presence, where
you can hear His voice, free of distractions. When you are in the

cent er o fther&GoperfBespeasw.i | |

The steadfast of mind You will keep perfectpeace
Because he trusts in YOoukaiah 26:3)

Jesus knew that the cost was everything, including family and

friends.

w»

K

(et

G2 K2 Aad aRyR2AKENENS aé& o0NP
stretching out His hand toward His disciples, He said,
G. SK2f R a@& Y20KSNJ FyR a& oONRGKS
the will of My Father Who is in Heaven, he is My brother
FYR &A&0S NMauyeR12:46-2)0 KS NH €

The Lord is pouring out His Spirit today. He is free to change
our lives at His discretion, and d o ewlidetour plaasv € t o
May God keep you on fertile soil, where His Spirit is moving.

Truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the
Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be amazed that | said to you,
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G, 2dz Ydzad 0% aXKNY SRAFIRA yod 2 5 a
wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know
where it comes from and where it is going; So is everyone

who is born of the Spiritjohn 3:5-8)

Donot try to put fl esohf cl ot
spiritual clothes on fleshly things; 1t jJ ust wonodt

1s holy and His ways are perfect.

Y2dz I NB y20 @€&2dz2NJ 2y Xeé2dz KI @S
price: therefore glorify God in your body.
(1 Corinthians 6:19-20)

Today is your day to say, 0 Ye s 0 tId Jeoudsae ne:
obor n f&lg@ bf vhé Spirith why not ask Him to come into
your heart, forgive you of your sins, and change your life now?

Hereds how:

1. Admityou havesinned ( O mi ssed t he mark?o

There is none righteous, not even one...for all have
sinned and fall short ofhe glory of God(Romans 3:10, 23)

If we confess our sins, He is faithful amigihteous to
forgive us our sins andto cleanse us from all
unrighteousness(l John 1:9)

2. Ask God's forgiveness.

Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be
saved.(Romans 10:13)
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3. Believe in Jesus.

For God so loved the wor|Jdhat He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not
perish but have eternal life John 3:16)

4. Receive Christ as your Savior.

As many ageceival Him, to them He gave theaight to
become children of Gqdeven to those who believe in His
name. (John 1:12)

5. Confess that Jesus is your Lord.

If you confess with your mouth Jesas Lord, and
believe in your heart that God raised ifh from the
dead, you will be savedRomans 10:9)

He | i kes prayers| |l ike
Welcome to the family of God.

t hat
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NO SUPERSTARS

OW MANY OF US would knowingly sign up to play the
part of Balaam® Honkey in Numbers 22:32> Her e 0 s
the story:

God was angry because Balaam was going, and the
angel of the Lord took his stand in the way as an
adversary against him. Now he was riding on his
donkey...When the donkey saw the angelf the Lord
standing in the way with his drawn sword in his hand, the
donkey turned off from the way and went into the field;
but Balaam struck the donkey to turn her back into the
way.

ThaOnks

Then the angel of the Lord stood in a narrow path of
the vineyards, with a wall on thisside and a wall on that
side. When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, she
LINSaaSR KSNaStET G2 (GKS gl f¢
against the wall, so he struck her again.

ThatTwds

The angel of the Lord went further, and stood in a
narrow place where there was no way to turn to the right
hand or to the left. When the donkey saw the angel of the
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Lord, she lay down under Balaam; so Balaam was angry
and struck the donkey with his stick.

T h a Thées

And the Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, and she
aFAR G2 . FfFFYX Ga2KFG KFE@S L R2)
d0NHz01 YS (KS&S GKNBS GAYS&aKE ¢
R2y1Seésx a&a.S0FdzaS @&2dz KI @S YIRS
there had been a sword in mizand, | would have killed
e2dz 0 Yy2gdE

THATIi s Godds. protection

The donkey was usedt 0 S ave Bletadecaomdske | i f e
could see the angel with a sword drawn to kill her master.
Sometimes, people fight G0 d @rsants, but He never said it
wouldb e easy; He said Hedd be with

Today, God i s rai sing urpowhheer eg nbo bwot
dondt care what the Osomeshypdi es
and they will change the world. Our Savior warned us that, & !
disciple is not above his teacher, nor@af I @S | 62 03S KA &
(Matthew 10:24).

People who boast about their past often forget to mention parts
theydd rather no one discover. Y
you repent; then youwédwthnbloinggi ven
to regret, complain about, or brag about. Our lives must glorify

God.
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The Apostle Paul said, d C2NBSGGAY I GKIF G A
reaching forward to what lies ahead, | press on toward the goal for
the prize of the upward call of God in Christaldz&glippians 3:13-
14).

Well, how about it? Are you ready to follow the Galilean with
nail-scarred hands? Are you willing to go where He sends, say
what He says, and do what He wants you to do? Is your testimony
bringing praise to you or to God? Isit, 01 can do al | t
itaL OFy R2 I ff Wh&NSY T0KNSRyED KY 3 &
4:13)?

God sent Ananias to Saul (later named Paul), to let him know

that there was a price to pay f

The Lord said to himy D #o&he is a chosen instrument
of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings
and the sons of Israefpr | will show him how much he
Ydza 0 & dzZF FSNIATF2Z RP@adieyl YSQA

Will we be faceless ministers of the gospel of Jesus Christ,
drawing no attention to ourselves>» Paul 6 s only boas

cross of Christ; let s@o and do likewise.

Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.Corinthians 1:31)

May it never be that | would boastexcept in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Chrishrough which the world has been
crucified to me, and to the world. (Galatians 6:14)
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Ifwe think God candt do it witho
may get uGPride Benbesthr éhat eats up the God in
us. EGO stands f oMay webndag iake he Go d  (
L o r gdddysto ourselves, like thieves, but always give it to Him,
laying down all that we are, knowing that without Him we can do
nothing. The good news is, God hangs the sun, moon and stars on

not hing. |tds the oOsomethingso H.

Paul chastised the Corinthians for their puffed-up view of
themselves, and added a dose of

For who regards you as superior? What do you have
that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do
you boast as if you had not received ifou are already
filled, you have already become rich, you have become
kings without us; and indeed, | wish that you had become
kings so that we also might reign with you. For, | think,
God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as men
condemned to death; bcause we have become a
spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men.

We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are prudent in
Christ; we are weak, but you are strong; you are
distinguished, but we are without honor. To this present
hour we are both hugry and thirsty, and are poorly
clothed, and are roughly treated, and are homeless; and
we toil, working with our own hands; when we are
reviled, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure;
when we are slandered, we try to conciliate; we have
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become asthe scum of the world, the dregs of all things,
even until NOwW.(1 Corinthians 4:7-13)

The door leading to usefulness for Christ is only big enough for
YOU to go through, leaving everything and everyone behind. On
the other side, however, God has lots of presents waiting for you as

He restores your life according to His design.

In his book, My Utmost for His High&3twald Chambers

explains the:Lordds call to hirm
o | reckon on you for extr
complaining on your part and no explanation on
mine..ot her s may, you cannot/. o
What is permissible for an oro

someone called as a sovereign vessel, to be used for G 0 @l®nor
and glory. (Read Matthew 1:53) Any desire to get credit for what
God 1s doing through you stops the pure flow of the Holy Spirit.
| t s enough t hat God knows;

secret...your great adventure with God.

Qo
Q)o
Qo
Qo
Qo
Qo

The Lord sent me to a Hospital one afternoon, to pray for the
kids at 3:00 p.m. When I arrived, however, a big sign was posted
onthedoortot he chil:drends wing
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Rest time for the children
NO VISITING ALLOWED

(@

But 0G&kald ,i dondh tay to be here at 3:0070

oYes, I di d, 6, cobuthtee rLeod Idl alme wrea eld:
hands. That way, | @¢ slire to getallt he gl ory. 6

I sat on the bench outsidet he chi |l drends wing
each child the Lord brought before me in prayer. I left feeling
there was one more who needed prayer; one with muscular
dystrophy. As I was leaving through the Emergency Room exit,
paramedics were unloading a child in a wheelchair from an
ambulance. Can you guess? He had muscular dystrophy. God
knows everything and we 8 r eOneedno kiwO basis, operating
behind the scenes as His o0sacred

When you got saved did you ever
me ?Have you ever felt used? Hallelujah! He is answering your

prayers.

Paul was used mightily by God, and he recounted the cost of his

calling in his letter to the Corinthians:

Are they servants of Christ? | speak as if insanel
more so; in far more labors, in far more imprisonments,
beaten times without number, often in danger of death.
Five times | received from the Jews thinyne
lashes Three times | was beaten with rods, ondewas
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stoned, three times | was shipwrecked, a night and a day |
have spent in the deefd. have beeron frequent journeys,
in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers
from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers
in the city, dangers inthe wilderness, dangers on the sea,
dangers among false brethren; have beenin labor and
hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and
thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. Apart
from suchexternal things, there is the daily pressumn
me of concern for all the churches. Whowseak without
my being weak? Who is led into sin without my intense
concern?2 Corinthians 11:23-29)

We have not hing t Hlaetair e dréathed i d n ¢
the shoes on our feet, our bodies that work...they are all from God.
Have we thanked Him today? L e ftegi@ sut His love, compassion,
and tendernesstoalostand dyi ng worl d t hat
are, WwWhere wewhae wedWiel |Idowme . be 0
out winedé and obroken breadd t

telling another beggar where the free bread is, so he can live.

¢KS YAy3 éAff IyasSNI I yR &l @&
you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brioérs

2F aAyS:i S@Sy GKS tSlraid 2F (GKS
(Matthew 25:40)

The question 1s, are we doing it to the least of them, in His
name; or are we pampering the desires of our flesh? The answer

will be what matters when the Lord returns.
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Jesus encourages us to do what He said in Matthew 25:346,
and James said to, @ LINR @S & ®eabhtetwdr8, &and not
merely hearersvho delude themselvesjames 1:2).

To the weak | became weak, that I might win the weak;
I have become all things to alhen, so that | may by all
means save some. | do all things for the sake of the
gospel, so that I may become a fellow partaker of
it...Therefore | run in such a way, as not without aim; | box
in such a way, as not beating the air; but | discipline my
body and make it my slave, so that, after | have preached

to others, | myself will not be disqualified.
(1 Corinthians 9:22-23, 26-27)

Always be free enough to give

and humble enough to receive.
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HOLINESS WILL PREVAIL

ET® JUMP RIGHT INTO the holiness issue. This is not
about legalism, but purity before God and one another.
Never let the grace of our Lord be an excuse for fleshly
indulgences. There is a reason for the fence that separates the men

from the women at the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem, even today.

As obedient children, do not beonformed to the
former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, but like
the Holy One Who called you, be holy yourselves also in
Fff @2dz2NJ 0 SKI GA2NI 0SSOl dzasS Al
FT2NJ L I YeterKi2-f6)e €

When guys deal with guys and girls deal with girls, a standard of
holiness is established to keep 0 U t ofl esh treats
adultery. After all, it was God Who said, @ . § K2f & F2NJ L
Clearly, OSloppy Ag a p e 0 Hi¢ &l&!n 0t

Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your aghgary, the
devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone
to devour.(1 Peter 5:8)

Qo
Q)o
Qo
Qo
Qo
Qo
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Upon entering a church, Nick was accosted by a female

ogreeterd who insisted, OYou hav

Nick replied simply, o0l have a

settle the issue.

When a male oO0greeterdé opened t
reached for a hug, for the third time, Is a i d , o0Sir, |  woL
this treatment even in a worldly establishment. | di dndét cot
to be defiled; I came to worship God. Please keep your hugs
bet ween you and your wife. o6 He v
avoid him twice before, and the time had come to tell him the

truth, in love.

He said that mine was the first complaint he had heard. I

replied, o0Sir, t hat could be be
through these doors who have been molested or abused by men,

and just dondt have the <courage
0fl eshd routine is. udlllamasloly keep

woman of God and I intend to stay that way.0

This position is in line with what Paul wrote to the Corinthians:

Do you not know that your body is a temple tfie Holy
Spirit who is in you, Wwom you have from God, and that
you are not yarr own? For you have been bought with a
price: therefore glorify God in your body.

Now concerning the things about which you wrote, it is
good for a man not to touch a woman. But because of
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immoralities, each man is to have his own wife, and each

woman isto have her own husband.
(1 Corinthians 6:19-20 and 7:1-2)

Husbands and wives, God gave you one another to be your best
friend. Marriage is His protection for each of you. It calls the con

on any games or setups from hell. I believe that Craig Landfair, in
hi s $Naobodyg FromdNowheresi@aery well:

Tell me where are you from, what do you do?
Have you been to school? Who do you know,

what can you show, to tell me some more about you?

Wel | , I

Om just nobody fro
and 1 dm | earning nagt to

what those somebodyds fjrom s

|l &m just nobqgqdy from now

but thatds | u,Siuseanladtormy hightht wi t |
I'lost my life on a hill called Calvary.
Wel | |, | 8m nobody frjom no

| 0V e tasggofdesti;y, ca use Heds tlaken
0

t wher e us nobceandlyfidées fir om n

| dondt drive a Mer.cedes or
| 6ve got a woman for my|I|life
to keep me from pride.

|l 6ve found a very |good
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No BMW will ever say, Il&ve youO

i ke my |little boyds shini

Hey, | dondt own a condo
but thereds somethipg | do
al |l that glitters s mply i

Blind men play the flute and the people start to dance,

but |1 d6m standing here alo
ITlheart he wind bl ow and whagre it

but 1 61| keep stretching ou
@Gause |1 O6m nobody frem nowh

BUT I 6M FREE.

Craig wrote that song, while driving a bus full of teenagers
home from a church camp and thanking God for his life. As a
youth pastor, he shared the following story with young people that
helped many of them stay pure:

A young girl had been unmercifully harassed at her
college dorm because of her purity. Finally, tired of the
treatment, she declared, ol coul d aud| out t

become as you are, butyoucannever be | ilke me

T h e detlaralio@ sttled the issue. Holiness will prevail.

daaadaa
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I praise God for the ones He delivers from drugs, alcohol, the
lusts of the flesh, immorality and the various trapsii &  Kcemes
of the devil¢ (Ephesians 6:11). Too often, however, I think we fail to
hear of, or give thanks for, those who choose to keep themselves

pure and holy.

Thereforel urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies a livingand holy sacrifice,
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual servicef
worship. And do not be conformedto this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mindso that you
may prove what the will of Godis, that which isgood and
acceptableand perfect. (Romans 12:1-2)

Paul warned us n o't to be oO0conned6 in
worldii 602 Y F2 NY SR (ifRinstda& Ah& Apdse NdgeR s
to renew our minds. Let go of all that this world offers and, cPray,
GKSYyz Ay GKAA ¢ &HFNeavehhdididedte ¥duS NJ 2
name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done, dearth as it is in
HeaverQ §atthew 6:9-10).
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Father God, I pray healing for each reader. For Your
daughter, Lord, I ask You to heal and deliver her from
any abuse at the hands of men. Oh God, put her in Your
lap, wrap Your big arms around her, and love her back to

health, I pray.

For Your son, mighty God, I ask You to set him free
from condemnation, rejection, and fears that could keep
him from being the man Youdve call e
Remove the chains and games that have been put upon

him, so he can freely hear Your voice:

G¢KS [2NR Aa&a 6AGK &2dz N
AONBYIGKXI I @S (ldgesy12-ih) & Sy

God, I ask You to restore what You didn@ take away:
life, health, and peace that come only from You. Protect
and defend all that belongs to You, Mighty Godfi bodies,
minds, souls and spirits. Restore wvision, clarity and
purpose, I pray. May Your kingdom come and Your will
be done in every area of t h'i s  Q iheh® samelofi

Jesus, our Lord.

Amen and Amen.

d hi m
Gt ALy
@ 2dzK ¢

f

e
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MARRIAGEE
BATTLEGROUND OR BLESSING?

OD GIVES YOU A PUZZLE on your wedding day, made up
of his and her pieces. Seeking His guidance to join the

pieces together can create a union that is truly fulfilling.

GLO Aa y20i 3I22R FT2N 0KS YIly i
a helpersuitable for himé (Genesis 2:18)

When the foundation of a marriage is the word of God and its
cuide is the Holy Spirit, GThe blessing of the Lorthat makes rich,
and He adds no sorrow to ,# will be upon the union (Proverbs
10:22). If not, the marriage is in danger of becoming a

battleground, and another unhappy statistic.

Unless the Lordbuilds the housethey labor in vain
who build it. (Psalm 127:1)

A Ohelper0 builds up and doesn@ tear down, serving and loving
as unto the Lord. God designed husbands and wives to complete
one another, making up for the weaknesses in each by combining
the strengths of both. | t 8s | i ke making choc
mix the chocolate into themilk,you candit. separate

Hereds how it al | started:



184 GOD is GOD and We Are Not

Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of
the field and every bird of the sky, and brought them to
the man to see what he would call them; and whatever
the man called a living creature, that was its name. The
man gave names to all the cattle, @ahto the birds of the
sky, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there
was not found a helper suitable for him.

So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the
man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed
up the flesh at that phce.

The Lord God fashioned into a woman the rib which He
had taken from the man, and brought her to the maifihe
YI'y a4FARX GCKAA A& y2g 02yS 27F
flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken
2dzi 27T al yedsébna @anishallll&seshis father
and his mother, andbe joined[cleavq to his wife; and
they shall become one flesh. And the man and his wife
were both naked and were not ashamed;enesis 2:19-25)

Here are some principles to consider from the scripture above:

1 Men and women are made from two completely

different materials.

Whi | e mi ni stering at a wiwso me n 0 S
compl ai ned about their husbands
figure them out. Finally, I asked God, 0 Wl at ds Your Vvi e\
this?¢

He sai d, oBar bar a, I made men o
bone. HANVEyI&ok tb Me to make it work.0
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A friend called one daybeiavnd s
what God just told me! I was praying about my husband and God
final l y fes #it deren @t efnoi  J o hn, | 6d
you.0 O

Help us, Jesus!

M Noani mal was suitable as Adamo

Godds | desa boefs tmdifiydotadog 1 s h

1 God designed Eve to be a perfect fit for Adam.

The mate that God designs for you will also be a perfect fit.

7 Joined tofi O c | e a Yi isa Bigdeal.

In the Hebrew language, cleave me a naghere t®like glue.0

God set the standard for how marriage should work before
there were parents at all: He said to leave your parents and cleave
to your spouse. The battleground beginsi and | dve seen
destroyedil when one partner W 0 Nnl@ate his or her parents,
friends, or other past relationships, to cleave to his or her spouse.
Your marriage is your business. Pray for each other: repent,
forgive, bless, and go on. Go d 8 s is tp budnuip and not tear

down.

You candot have a marriage

until you divorce the past.
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The Apostle Paul builds upon the foundation of 01 eavi ng ar
cl eavingostationsh t hese in

Wives, besubject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.
For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is
the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the
body. But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the
wives ought to be to their husbarglin everything.

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the
church and gave Himself up for her, so that He might
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water
with the word, that He might present to Himself the
church in all her glory, having nopst or wrinkle or any
such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.

So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their
own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himsét
no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and
cherishes it,just as Christ alsdoes the churchbecause
S | NB YSYO0o S Northisfreasoh @mad ghlllé ®  a
leave his father and mother and shall be joined to his
GAFSE YR GKS (g2 akKlLff 06S02YS 2

This mystery is great; but | am speaking with reference
to Christ and the churciNevertheless, each individual
among you also is téove his own wife even as himself,

and the wife must see tdt that sherespects her husband.
(Ephesians 5:22-33)

The Apostle Peter weighs in with an important instruction to
husbands:
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You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in
an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since
she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of

the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.
(1 Peter 3:7)

Husbands are instructed to & f 2@ $ e yadcsustable before
God to treat their wives with & K 2 Y Bdwi®@e and honor are
necessary, 080 that your prayers will not be hindered A husbandd s

prayers ARE hindered when he 1s unloving and dishonoring.

B |

Wives are instructed to & 0 S & dt@eh&1Q dubjéct d 0 e s n O t

mean being a doormat. The scripture assumes that husbands are
already acting toward their wives with & f 2 EEK 2 y 2 NID £

Marriage r equi res t he same Bod we

make it work. Our part is to love and pray for one another, and to

follow Godods | eading each day.
My late husband often prayed, 0God, change
Barbara like she needst o be | oved. 6 | can

move Heaven and Earth to answer a prayer like that. Will you
pray that for your spouse? Remember that the one with whom

God is most concerned is the one you see in the mirror.

Husbands and wives could learn some important lessons from

this scripture:

To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic,
brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spiritl Peter 3:8)

as
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| t s a sthisswe gatpvhaewe plas for, and what we give
out will come back. God knows how to break and humble both
men and women, to make them more like Jesus. | t @ Sthas ai d
opposites attract and & L Ny & K | stldSeyndan shaviens>
anotheré (Proverbs 27:17). Our spouses may be exactly what we need
forr God t o getinouhligef It BlBaGest, mardlyta e r
test,andsomet i mes i tdés a matter of oOh
we surrender to G 0 dpdiigciplesé the ones that have His blessing.
| O kh@wvn both the battleground and the blessing, and I can say
that the blessing is definitely better.

We can take God easy or we can take Him hard,

but God is going to win.

This 1s the intention I set which ultimately led from the

battleground into the blessing:

God, I thank You that I am happily, holy married to
the one my heart loves, living on the water, fulfilling the
purpose for which we were created, in unity, harmony

and great purpose.

Qo
Q)o
Qo
Qo
Qo
Qo
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How to avoid the battleground (by a oO0r edeemed?o

1 Learn to communicate meaningfully.

Profound communicationi S ndt n aThd teseodteront 0 U ¢
blast that hits us in the womb 0 f r i e S 0 pdicenadf buy 9 0
brainds commuMWeda tei ogiving @il itiag r s .
things, but having meaningful conversations with our wives is not
our best skil. Of cour s e, in @otdoefgrtdeat
communication centers are fully intact and acutely sensitive. The
result is that wives know what their husbands are thinking; they

can read our faces, and hear our O itefhal conversations.0

We CAN develop skills of communicating with our wives, and

we 0l | n ergachiagts @re td sficceed, ot just survive.

i Be teachable.

Let your manhood be softened by your wife, who is already an
expert in communication. Tell your wife everything; keep nothing
from her. Trust me, she knows anyway. Marriage can be a safe
haven to heal your deepest hurts and transform your darkest

pl aces. |t 0,5ndwWalkill donfirinrel woaderfuly r t

bless your union as a result.

1 Cancel the newspaper, turn off the radio, and throw

out the television.

My wife made it clear before we were married that she would
not have a TV in the house (She hasn tbhad a television since the
late 1980s), and I had to decide whether I loved her more than
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TV. It was a fast decision, which| 6 ve neveéNefinlhagr et t e
any print media or TVwe happen to see when w
brainless asever;it 6 S di st r act ianyogetodJadusd r ar el

The less clutter we have in our lives, the clearer we can hear
God speak, and the easier itis to a g 2 N 2dz0 &2 dzNJ al f
FSEN F YR (thiNgaX 0:12) AYSdray discover, as 1 did,
that 0 € lngOlis bften an excuse to ignore G 0 ddllsto be in His
presence. I would not have known the delight of walking and
talking with my wife, or unencumbered reading and studying the

scriptures, unless I had removed the distractions.

1 Guard your eyes, ears, and mouth.

OEye candyo is ever yoddiberaely and
alluring. Husbands must guard themselves from seduction,
however innocent and fleeting it may seem. Our minds register
more than we realize, and & I R dzf { [BUIIK & ¢ NiKiogew 5:28)
is a real danger. We may excuse, ignore, or brush these things
aside as insignificant, but they undermine the purity of holy
matrimony, so address them head-on. No wife, chosen for us by
God, enjoys her husband checking out other women (and vice-

versa, ladies), and, trust me, she knows when it happens.

Our accountability to keep our marriages private and sacred
includes activities and conversations outside 1its sanctuary.
0 C a 9 tbavérsations are rarely that, so we must guard our ears
and mouths at all times in the workplace, the gym, and anywhere

else where people may not share our commitment to a holy walk.
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Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a
workman who doesnot need to be ashamed, accurately
handling the word of truth. But avoid worldly and empty

chatter, for it will lead to further ungodliness.
(2 Timothy 2:15-16)

1 Guard your mind and your body.

Lovemaking 1s possibly the greatest tranquilizer known to man,
and Godds gift to a duuspobs& arelnota n d
Opfpvalves6 f or | ust or , adsyx shodldh e r
al ways be a 0get to, 6 never a o0
making love when spouses S har e a senserathef Go

than being driven strictly by hormones.

Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the
marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and
adulterers God will judgeebrews 13:4)

Let the word of God lay a firm foundation. The book of
Proverbsi especially chapters four through sevenil is a great

source of wisdom on male/female relationships and conduct.

|l dve never known a husband or
experience to be what he or she thought it would be. There are
wolvesinsheepds c¢cl othing sent out
good work God has begun. The truth is, the grass is rarely greener
on the other side, and the lawn still needs mowed. Co | or 01 n:
the |ines, 6 because there are n
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For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lor#.omans 6:23)

1 Receive your spouse as your greatest resource.

When we are joined to our mates, we no longer function only as

individuals; instead, we become oOotwo putting 1

How could one chase a thousand, ardio put ten
thousandto flight, unless their Rock had sold them, and
the Lord had given them up®ecuteronomy 32:30)

1 Make your marriage a safe place.

I believe that most guys have been raised to be tough and
strong, while most women have been raised to be gentle and
nurturing. Walking as one with our spouse refines our character
and develops a union that honors and pleases God; then our
marriage becomes a beautiful picture of Christ and His Body. A
osafe haveno may t akelfishelbaglent i me

of self-sufficiency and isolation.

1 Keep pets out of the marriage.

The <c¢clich®, OA dog i Spumandds Dbe

simple. Our spouse should be our best friend.

My wife made it clear before we were married that she would
not have pets. At the time, I was enmeshed in caring for four dogs,

and I had to decide whether I loved her more than them. Like the
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TV decision, I quickly discovered how distracting pets are from
Godo6s pifi duOlives, toisa® Bothing of how much time,

attention, and resources they divert.

A couple we know planned a weekend getaway for
their anniversary, and we suggested a wonderful inn.
They asked, 0 D 0 THeyhhedyarra@eéd!| o w
for someone to take care of their son, but they fully
intended to take a dog. When we asked why their son had
to stay behind, they said, 0 O hwe would never think of

taking him on our anniversary weekend.0
0So,whyareyou taking the dog?a6

OHe makes us laugh,0 they replied. All attempts to

point out the inconsistencies in this picture proved futile.

Animals are referred to in the scriptures as sources of food,
labor, or sacrifice, but never as pets. They were considered
0 u n c | ire manyOcases. Reverence for pets, particularly dogs,

originates as far back as ancient Egypt, and is exclusively pagan.

Choosing Godd Srder of things requires confronting our
loyalties. What if we appreciated the wonder, delight, and
satisfaction of spending maximum time with our spouses instead of

being the slave of some animal?

B |

p €
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1 Watch where your attention goes.

If we feel a Oneed0f or 0 c omf or ts@utsiderour di st r
marriage, we would do well to find the 0 d i S C otatnhecgrehsO
to separate us from the company of our spouse to whom God
joined us. Brief times of separation, when ordered by God, are a

natural flow, free of doubt, question, or struggle.

1 BewareofbeingOunequal |l.y yoked

It is entirely possible to marry someone who is not chosen for
you by God. As k y 0 Ls thesneatridge, dravding you closer to
God and His call on your life or making it more difficult?0 When
youd vdene all you know to do, having earnestly sought the mind
and will of the Lord, and come to the end of your road, it may be
time to admit that you made a mistake. Objectively examine
where all your steps have led; then, ask and receive Go d 8 s
solutionfi His strategy for the victoryfi whatever that may look
like. Her e 6 s , ghoulp) yo@need it, to seek God 8 s sol ut i

not yours:

God I have sinned against you; I pull down the
Ospouse god, @nd ask for your solution to the me s s | | dv e
helped to create. We have each made choicesand |l 0 m
repenting for mine. I ask you to set me free and take me
into Your highest plan for my life today. Whatever it
C 0SSt s posink © g fosvird with You. I trust You to

guide me, direct me, and work out all the details.
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A pastor with many years in ministry once shared with me an
observation that he had made in his experience of counseling with
couples: When God has truly joined a man and woman together,
they can O t sepbr&ed. They are anointed with the grace and
strength to work through issues that inevitably arise. He also found
that when God has not joined a couple, the strife and unresolved

conflicts often ends in divorce.

What therefore God has joined together, let no man
separate (Matthew 19:6)

The o0f | e schuples twpatlyer, Hutlttis unlikely to keep
them together. Protect the union that God has joined. Think the
best of and be grateful for one another, because God knows

exactly how to refine both of you.

Landmarks of the battleground:

1 Accommodation d When change is predominantly one-sided
and we find ourselvest u r niimgi de out 6 t o
the long term prospects are bleak. Living in unresolved conflict,
irritation, or aggravation means that there is no agreement to

live in peace. Accommodation leads to profound unrest.

B

ma

i Isolation O When we f eel 0Oshot down
sharing our hearts and withdr

0j oki ngd i noftdntegedistirue enfotio, twhilea s

battle that rages behind closed doors is insidious and can be

more dangerous.

-

C
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! Blame O You think or say things | i K e, ol canot
because of her/ him. o ol f onl y

heart of a marriage unless it is addressed head-on.

! Complaining 08 When a wi f e at a womenaos
complained to me about having five kids and a husband who
di dielgt s ai d, heB Whosnade yoniatiy that
man” Who made you hav eComplahningtish os e

simply blame gone public; neither serve a constructive purpose.

{1 Unfulfilled expectations 8 Our spouses d i d dhahde like
we may have thought they would whent he mi ni st er ¢
now pronounce you husband and wife.0 Unfulfilled

expectations lead to disappointment, blame, and complaining.

fToldm not & @h, pledeV @d Vas there when you
s ai d,o6and He still @grks miracles. What did you do when
you wer e (@dndobed Afgou antdnor®love, y 0 u 0 d
better bring it first, and see what God will do.

Solutions to bring or preserve the blessing:

1 Recognize that God is working everything together for

our good.

God 1s shaking and breaking our ungodly qualities to make us
more like His dear Son. He 1s the Potter and we are but clay, to

mol d and make as He sees fit. He
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G22NJAy3 ff GKAy3ad G23ISGKSNI F2N
those who are called according 2 | A & ®RJadaMNR:IB.a S €

Ask yourself, olf | were the o
woul d he or she waM dignet dp &rwleees u s
we are today, soif wear e n 0t , ws @al beSnfome ®fdhree
stages of self-sabotage: Resistance, Resentment, or Retaliation.

What we do toward someone else, we may be doing toward God.

If we can receive that God 1s working for our good, the question
follows, 0 Wh at Gabdble 8 0 k  Skmiplk agkingdthe question
automatically directs our minds toward an answer, and peace
begins to return to our spirits. This perspective takes consistent
effort when life around us may seem unchanged; however, WE
change, and we may rediscover the sweetness we envisioned for

our marriage.

1 Realize thatwe canodt make anyone do
God wonodt .

Ask God to help you to become the husband or wife He wants
you to be. Repent for any hate, resentment, judgment,
unforgiveness, unfulfilled expectations, stubbornness, bitterness,
anger, or rebellion. Love as Jesus loved and serve as He served,
seeking no rewards or accolades. Nothing is worth strife and
division at home, so quit it! Trust God to change hearts, beginning
with yours. Make this commitment: & 5 2 Y théi surf g8 down
2y & 2 dzNJEpheshnd S200.ELet the marriage bed be one of

peace.
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What are the qualities you love about your spouse? Go ahead;
both of you make a list and share it with one another. Build each
other up rather than tear down. Why not think the best of and be
grateful for one another> Let 6 s rewri te the fol

include both husbands and wives:

A wise[husband and wife build their house together,

but the foolish tear it down with their own hands.
(Proverbs 14:1)

More houses seem to be torn down by mouths than by hands.
Quit whining, complaining, or wallowing in self-pity, wanting to
live on a pedestal. Instead, show how much you love the Lord by

how much you love your mate. Rise to this standard:

Husbands)ove your wives, just as Christ also loved the
church and gave Himself up for heEphesians 5:25)

In the Body of Christ, the scripture above should work equally
for both parties. God will bless this kind of love with signs and

wonders.

1 Recognize that divorce is not the Ounpardonable sin.0

The Church attemptstoma ke ol i ferso out of
but being equally yoked goes much deeper than two people asking
Jesus into their hearts. Life is about fulfilling G 0 d d@lling, vision,
and purpose. The ol aw of attractiond ca
we wake up with the result of it every day, and a sovereignly called

and chosen vessel will live a tormented life with a nominal
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Christian who has no higher calling, vision, or purpose than just

livingthe0good | i fe. o

Any game is over when we quit playing, and no one can make
us play stupid games without our permission. We may have signed
up for an Oassignment,0 a Otest,0 or a Oproject,0 because of what
we needed to learn; however, my experience is that God, in His
mercy, eventually provides His strategy for the victory or a way of

escape. I praise God that whom the Son sets free is free indeed!

More about tests, Oset-ups from hell,0 and
0 ass i g nrome&ime Glledomarriagefi how to
spot them, how to avoid them or get through them,
and how to live beyond themf in Volume Two of
GOD is GOD and We Are Not, From the
Whorehouse to the White House .

When the Pharisees tested Jesus with a question about divorce,
He didnot a n s w dnstead,t Hieepmed dnothiee ¢ t |
question and then defined the sanctity that God established for the

marriage of a man and a woman:

SomePharisees came tdesus, testindgdlim and asking,
GL& A foratmanmoTzirce his wife for anyeasonat
I £ frdHe answerednd said, & | | @& not readthat
He who createdthem from the beginning made them
male andfemale, and said, \For this reason a man shall
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leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,

andthe two shall become one flesh8o they are no

longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined
0623SHKSNE S0 o/RS&Y &1 AR Ll NI 10 SYWE
then did Moses command taive her a certificate of

divorce and sendherawayK #e said tothemg . SOl dzaS 2 F
your hardness of heart Moses permitted yao divorce

your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this

way.€ (Matthew 19:3-8)

We learn some things the hard way, but the God I know, love,
and serve does notbindustoy e st er dayds mi st akes.
and WALK ON, because life can be a flow in the Holy Spirit with
God Almighty, Who is sovereign and knows everything that
happens before it happens.

1 Read the Bible and do what it says.

The answer to any challenge is found between Genesis and
Revelation. We may feel stuck, but we can go free if we@e willing

to pay the price, no matter what it is.

Pray for peace and unity in your home; endeavor to walk with a
single vision, onward and upward, for God® purpose. Paddle the
boat in the same direction and trust God to fight your battles.

I am confident in this very thing, thaHe Who began a
good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ

Jesus(Philippians 1:6b)



Marri ageéBattl egroundolor B

God is looking for couples who will die to themselves; put aside
strife, division, and contention; build up one another in love; and
fulfill the call of God on their lives. Christian couples are foolish to

fight internal wars while a world dies not knowing the love of Jesus

Christ.

Takethes cri pture below and substi

0 b r obécause this vital principle also applies to marriage:

We love, because He first loved us. If someone séys,
love Godg and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one
who does not love I brother whan he has seen, cannot
love God Wiom he has not seen. And this commandment
we have from Him, that the one who loves God should
love his brother also(l John 4:19-21)

Marriage may be the greatest test of our Christianity, but Jesus
never said it would be easy; He s ai d He 6Qhly God wi t
knows what makes people do what they do, so our hearts must be
for Godos b eivks ahdias woptay forshprow e &1 |

be blessed. The scriptures make our accountability clear:

If possible,so far as itdepends on youlive peaceably
with all. (Romans 12:18)

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and
walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave
Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to Gasl
a fragrant aroma. (Ephesians 5:1)
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When we give up judging others, defending ourselves, insisting
on being right, and being critical, we are changed through the
process. Fire always makes gold purer, and only God knows how
hot it has to be to burn the junk out of our lives. Did we ask God

to use us for His purposes? Then why complain when He does?

Our reward is in Heaven, God is watching, and we d 0 nwént
to be found fighting against Hm. So what i f itds
what if we have to OpiggybackO someone to Heaven? Jesus, Who
was meek and humble, never pushed Himself on anyone, and
neither can we. God will either get people right or remove them

from our lives. Wait patiently on the Lord to reveal His solution.

Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength;
they will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run

and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary.
(Isaiah 40:31)

a

2 KSYy | YIyQa glea FNB LX SIFaiay3

even his enemies to be at peace with hirRcoverbs 16:7)

God always shows; He certainly did wi t h Abi gai |l 0s

Only God knew how much she had put up with before He judged
Nabal and brought in his replacement:

About ten days later, the Lord struck Nabal and he
died. (1 Samuel 25:38)

| O Me@ single, married, divorced, and widowed; and I thank
God that Hfeebosd, tldrd, Guathl chadcesil however
many you need. | 6 d r acttdked & fewht@ns in the road to
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learn about grace, than to be stuck judging everyone else and

wondering what the blood of Jesus is all about.

The remnant seems to be made up mostly of people who have
needed a couple of tries to get it right. Be forgiven. Thank God for

His kindness and mercy!

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to
forgive us our sins andto cleanse us from all
unrighteousnessil John 1:9)

Let go of your past and walk forward, trusting God to make
something useable and beautiful out of the steps that have led to
today. God loves you and He has a plan. Keep walking; it only

gets better from here.

Fol |l ow & dé s trudtwerehy. Take one step; Hedl
bless it and show you the next. Heeding Him in the small things
builds confidence to hear Him in the bigger things.

| & ve@ thére, done that, and IKNOW t hat God®d

bigger than any mistake you could ever make. Praise His holy

namel!!!

If you have sinnedwhat do you accomplish against
Him? And if your transgressions are many, what do you
do to Him?(Job 35:6)

In other words, God 1s SO big that He not only knew what you
would do, but already covered anything you could do with the
blood of His beloved Son, Jesus. T h a whe 13avid could say:

B |

S
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Youreyes have seen my unformed substandad in
Your book were all written the days that were

ordainedfor me, when as yet there was not one of them.
(Psalm 139:16)

The Apostle Paul reassured us, & ¢eke is now naondemnation
for those who aren Christ JesusRomans 8:1).

May God be with you and surround you with His grace, love,

mercy, and peace. Amen.
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A WORD TO SINGLES

WO PROBLEMS seem to appear consistently in counseling:
1. People who are single want to be married.

2. People who are married want to be single.

So many people focus on whattheyd on 6t | i kdpndon
have, or they just want their lives to be different. Brunettes want to
be blondes, short people want to be taller, and people with curly

hair want straight hair...you get the idea.
It all sounds like a spirit of discontent.

Being single can be the most incredible time of your life; a
season to be set apart to God for His purposes, and to work on

yourself without distractions.

But | want you to befree from concern. One who is
unmarried is concerned about the things of the Lord, how
he may please the Lord...The woman who is unmarried,
and the virgin, is concerned about the things of the Lord,

that she may be holy both in body and spirit
(1 Corinthians 7:32-34)

It is an ALONE walk with Jesus, but it @eser LONELY.
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Through my journey, I0 v e |l earned thereds
contentment where the Lord wants to take His children. The

Apostle Paul wrote about it in his letter to the Philippians:

Not that | speak from want, for | have learned to be
content in whatever circumstances | am. | know how to
get along with humble means, and | also know how to live
in prosperity; in any and every circumstance | have
learned the secret of being filled andoing hungry, both
of having abundance and suffering need. |1 can do all
things through HimWho strengthens me!philippians 4:11-13)

When I was a single mom, recently divorced, I knew beyond
question that God had called me to a holy walk, and I would not
tempt Him by dating. It was a time when God set me apart to

Himself, to deliver me, heal me, and set me free.

Oldjunkd 0 € S n 0 in nebv Befimmingg

Thereforel urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies a living and holysacrifice,
acceptable to God,which is your spiritual service of
worship. (Romans 12:1)

I was under my house one day, redoing the ductwork and I
coul dnot find my tin snips wh e
frustration, Il cried onteedoPad@y
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The voice of my loving heavenly Father answered clearly,
0 B ar Iya poarid of a husband, I took your daddy (he had just
died), and you have no one else to blame. All you have is Me and

| nd taking you on!0
00Oh, 6bLolrdcri ed.

Women seem to be looking for a man to complete them. When
single women say0vgeotomaye 0d man, 0 my
oGirl, i f you c adfeter hhvé whaa it titkés t h 0 U

to live with one.0

Guysdo and girl sdo per.&Wenpidthitkns a

about all the romantic stuff: 0 Oh , roses, lagantMa c y
di nner s, and s o0meo Mentehdxo f®uWRdnne
other things: 0 Oh, a cook, a maid, and

7

the 6bedroom stuff . o6

Trust me, you will only attract someone as healthy as you
areéyou get whfaoi wayt@ad topehdatys beft 0 r
for your life and call, you must be in a position of strength and

integrity, rather than weakness, dependency, or desperation.

Ther eds s eadnethahheing@inglt: Beihg married to
the wrong person. How do you spel || whisHELL
y 0 U 0 r eyousstill hage b éance to get it right or live in peace,

alone.

Be healthy enough not to choos

Many people are looking for someone to complete them and to
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make them feel whole. For example, women sometimes look for
someone to mother, while men sometimes look FOR a mother.
May God help them if they find each other.

God once said to me, oBarbara,
minister for me and I have many women, but what I need now 1s

two who will walk as one, because that Ocalls the con® on all the

o

s-epsd6 and Ocheap imitations. 6
Some t leamngdshrohgldthe journey:

l.Wecan never O0say gr aceArahonv er s
could never give Lot a passion, purity, or a call; he could only
lose his in the process. (Read Genesisld2and 1-4.9)

22We cand6t make anyone do anythin

3. Everyoneisfreet o make their choices, Db

the consequences of those choices.

4, Somemen and women are married to

they pretended to be.

5.Call ed, chosen vessels, whose
they are to God may never understand, let alone support His
plan for their lives. Many people with a call of God on their
lives never fulfill it, because they waste their lives trying to make
something of an unequally yoked spouse who never wanted

their God in the first place.
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When youod6re called by God, it
forward, but one day you will stand before Him and give an
account. Ther e wondt be anlywanday,ypuher e

will know if you fulfilled the purpose for which you were created.

Jesus has to be enough, and when He 1s, He can bless you. One
day, when you least expect it, God Almighty will join your hand
with your mated at His throne. He knows just the right day,
because a blessing too early could very well turn into a curse.
Remember the widow at Zarephath. (Read 1 Kings 1-48) One
day wearlier, she woul dnodt have

she and her son could have been dead. God® timing is perfect.

Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all
these things will be added to youMatthew 6:33)

I f you won't play games or set
send you a holy man or woman who has walked that path also.
Wait until your completion appears; one with whom y 0 uw@lk ih
unity, harmony, and great purpose, for the honor and glory of
God. Meanwhile, be about the 0 kther@ business. 0

I pray Gododss of peed) gret andh | e s s i
mercy upon your life, as He sets you apart for His
pleasure. May you rest in His presence as He protects
you, heals you, and holds you close to His heart. I invite
you to live the victory in every area of your life today, in

Jesus name.
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St. Anthony addressed this eloquently in 1247 A.D.:

Everyone longs to give themselves completely to
someonefi to have a deep soul relationship with another,

to be loved thoroughly and exclusively.

But God, to a Christian says, o, not until you are
satisfied with living loved by Me alone and have an

intensely personal unique relationship with Me alone.

I love you, My child, and until you discover that only
in Me is your satisfaction, you will not be capable of the

perfect human relationship that I have planned for you.

I want you to stop planning, stop wanting and allow
Me to give you the most thrilling plan existingfi one that

you cannot imagine.

I want you to have the best. Please allow Me to bring it
to you. Keep watching Me, expecting the greatest things.
Keep experiencing the satisfaction of knowing that I AM.
Keep learning and listening to the things I tell you.

You must wait; do n & t bedoanrdx i ;aoasr
|l ook around at the thing
things you want; just keep looking to Me, or you will miss
what I want to show you. Then, when you are ready, I
will surprise you with a love far more wonderful than any

you could ever dream of.

orty
] S

ot he
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You see, until both of you are ready at the same
timef until you are both satisfied with Me and the life I
havepr epared for vyou, you|l wonoit
the love that exemplifies your relationship with Me and is

thus, perfect love.

And, dear one, I want you to have this most wonderful
love. I want you to see in the flesh, a picture of your
relationship with Me and to enjoy the everlasting union of
beauty and love. I AM GOD. Believe and be satisfied.

When God chooses to complete you in His timing, will you let
Him give you His choice; what you need rather than what you
think you want; one suited to walk with you as one for His
purposes? Once joined, wi | | you die to al/l t
Godos hi ghest pur pose tfeoltese y ou

questions first and follow the leading of His Spirit.
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LET® GET SAVED, CHURCH
And (DO the Staff

HE GREATEST MIRACLE is when someone is Oborn again0
into the kingdom of God. There should be healings and
all forms of miracles; but they are only part of the walk.
Many people say, O | go t oTh a hg@as dut ardyou
saved? Do you KNOW ]Jesus as your personal Savior? Do you
walk with Him and talk with Him? Is He your best friend? It all

starts when you ask Jesus to come into your heart.

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not
perish, buthaveeternalllife. (John 3:16)

WS & dza & | RaR thé Ray, Krid YA& truth, and the

life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
(John 14:6)

| am the door; if anyone enterthrough Me, he will be
saved, and will go in and out and find pasturehd thief
comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | came that they
may have life, and have it abundantly. | am the good
shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the
sheep.(John 10:9-11)
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GCKSNBTF2NBE NBLISYdG YR NBOGdNYy T
wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come
from the presence of the Lorél (Acts 3:19)

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
(Romans 3:23)

God demonstratesHis own love toward us, in that
while we were yet sinners, Christ diddr us. (Romans 5:8)

For the wages of sin is death, buhe free gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lor@.omans 6:23)

If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead,
you will be sav® X2 NJ a g K2S@SNJ gAaff OFff 2
0KS [ 2NR & Rdmfns 100,33 a1 OSRDE

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and

that not of yourselvesit is the gift of God;not asa result
of works, so that no one may boaskphesians 2:8-9)

A young man named Mark came up for prayer at a church
where I was ministering, and told me that he had been having
terrible nightmares about a friend of his. He had heard that his
friend was hanging out with the wrong crowd, but Mark was busy
and never checked up on him. He learned later that his friend had
overdosed on drugs and died. Now Mark was having recurring
nightmares of his friend crying out from the grave, OWhy didn
you tell me about Jesus? | thoug
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If a person is lost and we who know the truth do nothing about
it, his blood is on our hands. Jesus died to save us all, so | e §od s

forth and tell others the good news.

I f youdve never askedasldbdsd s t

Savior, I invite you to settle that issue now by praying this prayer:

Heavenly Father, Thank You for sending Jesus. I
believe He is Your Son, that He died on the cross for me,

and that You raised Him from the dead.

Jesus, I ask You to come into my heart and forgive me
for all my sins; cleanse me, change me, and make me a
new person. Show me Your will for my life and give me

the strength to do it. I receive You now as my personal

Savior and my Lord.

Jesus explains very clearly what we are to do if we are His:

Jesussummoned His twelve disciples anghve them
authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to
heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness...
These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing th¥oi\s
@2dz 3I23 LINBIF OK:Z al Reawrdssat W¢ K S
KFyR®Q | SIf GKS &AA013X NIA&AS (Ot
Ol aG 2dzi RSY2yad CNBSteé& @&2dz NB

(Matthew 10:1, 5-8)
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It Orsther clear, i ?n 0ada G DO.60 Make certain,
however, that you have been WITH Jesus first. Some people go
out, in His name, carrying only their religiosity with them, because
t heydve nleowe Him ane &is lloye. Jesus poured
Himself into the disciples, preparing and anointing them to reach

out to others.

So, the first order of businessisto q U i t @ phliréh.yAften g
all, we ARE the chulriteadsseppdeéto Body
be a Ospect@drortiseon0s| aome mandui l c
Okingdom,0 b u t , the ahildiereof God building the Fat her &8s
kingdom.

Take a hint from the DeadSea: 1 to6s dead becau
doesn@ give out. Givingour | i ves f opfevenGasd S p |

from becoming fat babies who only take but never give.
Freely you received, freely givedatthew 10:8)

We must return to 0doing the basics better0 (reading the Bible,
praying, giving, etc.), because it takes all parts of the Christian
walk to stay healthy. Give your lifefl spirit, soul, and bodyfl to
God, through the atonement of His Son, Jesus Christ. Repent for
your sins, be forgiven, change, andgofr ee t o o0do t he =
called you to do. You should know, however, that it will cost your
life as you know it. Everything that doesnodt
burned up, buty 0 u 0 fted. Haldelgjah!

—+

Church, itds i me t ol egsr.ow euspu sabn
commissionis, d D2 GKSNBF2NB FyR YI 1S RA&aO
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baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy

Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | commanded you; and lo, |

am with you always, eventothe en ¥ {1 K Slattew2S18-20).

Ask yourself, OAmMm | about the Father

pl ayi ng r el Wegolten thisk wghavn &l udil we

discovert her eds | moye®u h av eare fillbdevithd g 0 0

the Holy Spirit; if not, you need to be. Peter was a mess before
Pentecost, but afterward he was mightily anointed and on fire for
God. The infilling of the Holy Spirit with power from on high is

what made the difference. Dead 1s dead and alive is alive.

Ask, and it will be given tg/ou; seek, and you will find;
knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who
asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to him who
knocks, it will be opened...If you then, being evil, know
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more
will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who
ask Him!(Luke 11:9-10,13)

When you want and need more of God than you have, Jesus
said, & | I LILIB = akeythe poaJAfddEhéirs is the kingdom of
Heaverf (Matthew 5:3 8 Concordant Literal New Testament). Hungry
people dondt care who feeds

Jesus is touching lives today, 2,000 years later, through His
sanctified, spirit-filled children who have paid the price to leave
dead religion and peopled S 0 p I wad dvamis to those who
were filled with the Holy Spirit and I wanted what they had,

t

he
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because they were so Vvibrant wit
go home AS the same mess TO the same mess; their lives were

transformed.

The blind man was thrown out of the synagogue after Jesus

opened his eyes, for speaking a simple statement of truth:

G2 Sttt KSNB AathatyudoWotkndwy 3 G KAY
where He is from, and yet He opened my eyes. We know
that God does not hear sinners; but if anyorie God
fearing and does His will, He hears him. Since the
beginning of time it has never been heard that anyone
opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were
not from God, He could do nothing.

CKSe | yagSNBR KAYZI a,shez ¢ SNB
FYR INB @2dz G4SIFOKAyYy3 dzaKe {2

(John 9:30-34)

e
K &

Miracles still happen today. If you haven 6t been f i | |
with the Holy Spirit, ask God for it. Be willing to receive
ALL that Jesus died for, including the Holy Spirit, sent to
guide you into all the truth and equip you for your walk
with Him.

If all Christians were like you, would the world be saved? Jesus
set the example and left us here to prepare for His return. He 1s
sitting atthe Fat her s r i g hHisBhdginHisarmfn d we
| egs, feet, and mout h. We have w

shall we?
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Why spend our lives debating Greek and Hebrew word studies
while people die without knowing Jesus? Whatever vyour
interpretation of scripture may be, the question is, are you living in
obedience to everything you know the Bible says to do? Are you
doing the o0go yeds, 6 or are yo

profit nothing to your account when you meet Jesus face to face?

ltds too | ate to singdgblhomee s
unchanged. Wehaveso many spiritually oahb
in the church that we have yet to go to the nations with the good
news. This is a wake-up call; the Church is YOU and ME.

Prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely
hearers who delude themselvegames 1:22)

Do those books youodr e readi n
|l i stening t o |l ead y ouo GDgpadd DOI N
obedience is always the dividing issue. Start where you are, but do
something for Him today. Why not begin by telling those you
meet, 0Je 80MBany peapl ersSlooking for love in all
the wrong places, because no one has ever told them about His

love.

0 J e S U sie, thisd kh@wsfor the Bible tells me s0.0

Thepodtero is stildl | ooking fo
Can He use you today? As Christians, we are all parts of the Body

of Christ; I need your part and you just may need mine.
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For just as we have many members in one body and all
the members do not have the same function, so we, who
are many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members one of anotherRomans 12:4-5)

One word of warHURT@e o pAhabiisdd
per son does Ddbe dreikof thobe @uat brbtlyers

and sisters; instead, love them and pray for them.

You know oflesusof Nazareth, how God anointed Him
with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how Heent
aboutdoing good and healingll who were oppressed by
the devil, for God was with HimActs 10:39

Ministry i1s still meeting needs and healing hurts. Jesus is calling

us to do as He did 2,000 years ago.

Truly, truly, | say to you, he who believes in Mthe
works that | do, he will do also; andreater works than
these he will dg because | gto the Father (John 14:12)

Are we doing the @ ANB I G S NJ whizhNdsws gpoke? The
Body of Christ should be taking up where He left off.

'S alAR (2 GKSYZ aD2 Ayd?z
gospel to all creation. He who has believed and has been
baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall
be condemned. These signs will accompany those who
have believed: in My name they wilkkast out demons,

peop
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they will speak with new tongues; they will pick up
serpents, and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not
hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will
NEO2 OSNIE
So then, when the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He

was reeived up intoHeavenand sat down at the right
hand of God. And they went out and preached
everywhere, while the Lord worked with them, and

confirmed the word by the signs that followed.
(Mark 16:15-20)

Jesus made His instructions very clear, so I would invite you to
consider what you are doing with your life, get filled with the Holy
Spirit (if yououaybuesav@ton, aaddowhatdy ) |,

the Master commanded.

But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely
hearers who delude themgees. (James 1:22)

daaaaa

We need to stop here for some
t he Hol Woti8cpiving thetHolWSpirit is like buying a top
of the line Mercedes and not getting an engine. Who would stand
for that? Sadly, many churches,
people that the gifts of the Holy Spirit are not for today. That lie
steals from Godds Kkids t hselt ver
makes them a bunch of wimps who are on | y  iggpHu@hyd
while doing nothing worthwhile. (Read John-14)
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The Body of Christ can@ stand for those lies anymore.
Wake up; time is running out. Ask God to fill you with

the Holy Spirit today, and make your life count.

In the Bible, receiving the Holy Spirit was evidenced by

speaking in tongues. The first incidence was at Pentecost:

There appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing
themselves, and they rested on each one of them. And
they were all filled with the Holy Spiritand began to
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them
utterance. (Acts 2:3-4)

This is not my view or interpretation; it is what the word of God
says. That experience turnedt he Apostl e Peter
denied Christ into a powerfully anointed man of God. The Holy
Spirit empowered Peter to say to the lame man lying at the gate of
the temple, a L R2 y2G Ll2aasSaa art gSNI
give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazaregel f jAdd €
3:6), and the lame man did. Peter also told the brethren in
Jerusalem about how the Gentiles received the Holy Spirit:

While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy
Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the
message. All the circumcised believers who camvih
Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had
been poured out on the Gentiles also. For they were

hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God.
(Acts 10:44-46)

fr

Iy R
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The Apostle Paul found disciples in Ephesus who were ignorant
of the gift of the Holy Spirit. His first indication was that they had
no power, 6Holding to a form of godliness, although they have
denied its power avoid such men as theée2 Timothy 3:5). Paul

acted immediately to correct their deficiency:

'S alAR (G2 GKSYZ G5AR &2dz NBC
82dz 0StASOSRKE ' yR GKS@& &l AR
SPSYy KSINR 6KSGKSNI GKSNB Aa |
GLYyG2 6KIFEG GKSY 6SNB @2dz ol LIGA
John's baptispé  t | dz aFARY aW2Ky ol
baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in
HimWhog | & O2YAy3 | FGSNJ KAYZ GKI
they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upanth
the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking
with tongues and prophesyingActs 19:2-6)

In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for
we do not knowhow to pray as we should, but th&pirit
Himself intercedes for us with groanirsgtoo deep for
words; and HeWho searches the hearts knows what the
mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints
according to the will of GodRomans 8:26-27)

letds quit bdi hgs lortlaindd,gbecash @ ¢ Bo n 0 t
win. GOD is GOD and We Are Not. It8 normal to be filled with
the Spirit, to speak in tongues and praise God. Tongues is your
heavenly prayer language; it confounds your intellect and allows

you directaccesst o t he Fatherds heart.
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Hereds what Jesus sai d:

Ask, and it will begiven to you;seek,and you will find;
knock, and it will be opened to yodor everyone who
asks, receives; and he who seelds; and to him who
knocks, it will be openedNow suppose one of you fathers
is asked by his son for fesh; he will not givehim a snake
instead of a fish, will he®rif he is asked for an egg, he
will not give him a scorpion, will he# you then, being
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit
to those who ask Him@.uke 11:9-13)

daadaada

When I had four stores, and ten more on the drawing board,
God asked, oBar bar a, when are yi
Me? 6 Brothers and sisters, God in
to burn out all our idols. As they go, so does what people think, the
fear of man, the respect of people to whom we have bowed, and
the voices rather than THE VOICE.

Just as we have beeapprovedby God to be entrusted
with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men, but
God Who examinesour hearts. For we never came with
flattering speech,as you know, nor with a pretextor
greedt God is witness nor did we seek glory from men,
either from youor from others even though as apostles of

Christ we might have asserted our authority.
(1 Thessalonians 2:4-6)
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How can you believe, when you receive glory from one
another and you do not seek the glory that is from the one
and only God?John 5:44)

Youwere bought with a price; do not become slaves of
men. (1 Corinthians 7:23)

I, even |, am H&Vho comforts you. Who are you tha
you are afraid of man who dieand the sm of man who is
made like grassthat you have forgotten the Lord your
Maker, Who stretched out theheavensand lad the
foundations of theEarth that you fear continually all day
long because of the fury of the oppressor, as he makes
ready to destroy?

But where is the fury of the oppressor? The exile will
soon be set free, and Winot die in the dungeon, nor will
his bread be lacking. For | am the Lord your Gé¢ho stirs
up the sea and its waves roar (the Lord of hosts is His
name). | have put My words in your mouth and have
covered you with the shadow of My hand, to establishet
heavens, to found theEarthix: | YR (2 &l & (2 %A
a@ LIS 2 S:m46)

Perform this 3-point God-Check by asking yourself these
questions:

1. Who gets my time?

2. Who gets my money?
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3. Who or what do I talk about?

The answers to these questions show who or what your god
reallyis.You may find that ynaaidisne b e e
and idolatry. | 6 d i Righiuptfee theyjoardey df @Olifetime;
be filled with the Holy Spirit and never return to dead religion. | t 0 s
normal for a child of God to go where He sends, do what He says,

and say what He tells you, foron | 'y  swdnhafdr God will last.

Jesus had to speak sternly to Peter, dt DSG 0 SKAYR aSz {
are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on
D2RUA Ay (S NBMuhay B65:230 dzii Y Yy Q&€

Someti mes, i t Osay theyhl®@e upreos pvlhoe wh o
would abort the call of God on our lives. My family would have
tried to keep me from what I had to go through to be free. It was
important for me to die, all by myself, to the world I had known;
and only God could take me through. Rather than whine and
complain, I had to admit that I signed up for this trip because of
my O f r e,@whivhiis bfilen rebellion to God.

Oh Lord, dondt gilve me any

I want to get it right and be just like You.
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King Saul 6s r e bcédull aiwich becduseahe e  h i
Spirit of God had departed from him. (Read Samuel 28)Ve also

get to choose, so guard your heart.

See to it that no one comes short of the gracé®od;
that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and
by it many be defiledHebrews 12:15)

If you are being driven, know that it is not by God. Satan
DRIVES but the Holy Spirit GUIDES! One of the hardest words
in the English language seems to be, OWa i Whe® you have done

all you know to do, stand, trust God, and wait on His answer.

Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength;
they will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run

and not get tired, they will walk and not beaoe weary.
(Isaiah 40:31)

I pray that God will, 6Bring you into a broad place; that He will
rescue you, because He delights in you...that He will make your
gl & oflYStSaadodliKIG IS YI{1S @&2c

you upon your high places$ (Psalm 18:19-33)

May the Lord give you a fresh vision for the purpose into which
He 0 singgoa | |

Where there is novision, the peopleare unrestrained,

but happy is he who keeps the lawProverbs 29:18)
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Many times, God has to erase the chalkboard of our lives to
give us a new one, written on by the hand of the living God. (Read
Daniel 5)It seems that the closer we get to God, so many things
d o mfiake the cut.6 When His fire burns them out, let them go.
'S KFra LINRPRYAASRZ aleéAay3azr a,Si
not only theEarth, but also theHeaverbé ¢ KA & SELINB A a
G, SG 2y0S Y2NBzI¢ RSy2:GSa GKS NB
which can be shaken, as of created things, so that those
things which cannot be shaken masemain. Therefore,
since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let
us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an
acceptable service with reverence and awe; for our God is

a consuming fire.(Hebrews 12:26-29)

Keep walking, man or woman of God, and do what your hands
find to do. When we do what is before us, then we are shown the
next step. Each morning, ask the Lord, 0 Wat would You have
me do t od abpve dl thD eachistdp & guided by Him.
Remember, it was AFTER the strong wind, the earthquake, and
the fire that the still, small voice of God came to Elijah. (Read 1
Kings 19Hearing His voice definitely makes everything you go
through worth the trip.
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I come against all discouragement, defilement, disease,
and death in your life. I pray that God will call for a
showdown and draw the line against all the evil forces

coming against you, and win every battle on your behalf]

i n Jes yrRedd Sanauet&6.and 2 Chronicles 20)

I ask God to fill you with His Spirit and give you a
sense of expectancy for the future. I pray that He shuts
the doors in your life that no man can open, for your
protection; those that no longer serve His purpose. May
He open the doors of opportunity and new beginnings for

you that no man can shut. (Read Revelatior8}:7

I encourage you to be strong enough to keep your
hands off the doorknobs, as God sorts out your life for His
highest will and purpose.

Amen and Amen.

God never said it would be easy; He s ai d Hedd be
shake off t haqei#dof@gdraadvimaréh foovhrdt h e s
[t8 onward and upward from here. (Read Isaiah 51:82:2)

I ask God to remove all clutter, confusion and
di stractions fromlIyaythatthd|i f e,
hidden things come to light and that God gives you His
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strategy for the victory. May He show you the next course
of events for your life, and take you into His peace and

presence.

Even though Joseph woke up in the dungeon one day, he went
to sleep in the palace that night:

Then Pharaoh sent and called for Joseph, and they
hurriedly brought him out of the dungeon; and when he
had shaved himself and changed his clothes, he came to
Pharaoh..ThenPharaohd AR (2 KAa &aSNBIyliax
Yy fA1S GKA&aX AYy 6K2Y A& | F
aFAR G2 W2aSLXK3zX a{AyOS D2R KI a
there is no one so discerning and wise as you are. You
shall be over my house, and according to your conmda
all my people shall do homage; only in the throne | will be
INBFGSNI KIy @2dz dalbthe fnid ofKS &S
EQypt. (Genesis 41:14, 38-40, 43)

Now, t h @at pomotion! Another significant day was when

Jehoiachin was brought from the prison and restored to the palace:

Evitmerodach king of Babylon, in the first year of his
reign, showed favor to Jehoiachin king of Judah and
brought him out of prison.Then he spoke kindly to him
and set his throne above the thrones of the kings who
were with him in Babylon. So Jehoiachin changed his
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LINA a2y Of20KSaz FyR KFER KAa

regularly all the days of his lifgJeremiah 52:31-33)

Promotions from the hand of God are the only ones that will
stand. It is He Who humbles the proud and lifts up the lowly. (Read
Daniel 4 hings can change suddenly; you may not know how or
when, but God has done it before and He will do it again. Thank
You, Lord!

Weeping maylast for the night, but a shout of joy
comes in the morningPsalm 30:5)

Praise God! Wherever you find yourself today, I encourage you

torepentf or wher e y o u 0, Yoszivemless sné b

forever; just until we pass them; then we get promoted to the next
test. | t @Oswartl iné Upfard Plan, @nless we choose to

resist the instruction, warnings and chastening of God. In that

case, wedve sHowloe dan Yiop Gof Pur.d Al h e

we have to do is quit rebelling, defending, and justifying our sins.
Repent and change. Jesus has already paid the price, and no
matter how far wedve .Prasddokfor,

t

making the way so simple that

with the strategy for the victory.

This is the message which we have heard from Him and
announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no
darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with
Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not

I'dal™

he
on; then streams of refreshing will come for you. Te st s donodt

t

(

W
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practice the truth; but if we walk in the Light as He
Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from
all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving
ourselves and the truth is not inau If we confess our sins,
He is faithful and righteous to forgive usur sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we
have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not
in us.(1 John 1:5-10)

Situations either have the favor and blessing of God upon them,
or He is frustrating our plans to let us know that GOD is GOD
and We Are Not. Only when we live His way do we have His
blessing.

It is the blessingfthe Lord that makes rich, rd He
adds no sorrow to it(Proverbs 10:22)

We can take God easy or we can take Him hard. How many
more laps do we want to take around the wilderness? (Read Hebrews
3) Life and death is set before you today€ the blessing or the
curse. (Readdeuteronom§)6

Choose LIFE.
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SMASH THE IDOLS
Anygame is owdren someants glaying

F WE LIE TO OUR CHILDREN about Santa Claus and the
Easter Bunny (whom they can see), why should they believe
us when we tell them about Jesus (Whom they C a Red),tand
the real meaning of Christmas and Easter? How long will we
defend our idols with sweet-sounding words? We are charged by

one of the Ten Commandments not to lie (ReadExodus 20:17).

The scriptures admonishes us, @Your yes is to be yes, and your

Y23 y23 42 GKIG &2dz Yhedsayhg 0 FI €€

Jesuswasveryclear: @ . dzi L GStf @&2dz GKIF G
people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of
judgment. For by your words you will be justified, and by your
words you willbeO 2 Y R S YIWa&dR §2:36-37).

Who are we exalting with our fairy tales? We are lifting up
someone at CHRISTmas, and it should be our blessed Savior.
Jesussaid, ! YR LX AT L [|BEdrthiwl drawSaRmedzLJ
2 aedjansibs®e

The Truth:
CHRISTMAS is about the birth of Christ.

EASTER is about His resurrection.

S

L\
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Letd&ds appreci at eat@hfisenas.g\i Haster, o f G
| et s r e & Bvl Buhg o dceods to pay for our sins
and was raised from the dead on the third day. When the stone
was rolled away, our Savior came forth victorious over death. The
price Jesus paid gave us access to our heavenly Father; forgiveness
by the power of His blood; healing by His wounds; and victory

OVEr €Very enemy.

These are some of the most important principles to impart to

our children. L e t Otke satraalitess off thet t he
Lordds birth, deat h, and resurre

daadaada

As a Christian businesswoman, I always ran a 0 HAPPY
BIRTHDAY, JESUSO ad in the statewide newspaper on
Christmas morning. The year that God delivered me 0 fSantah e 0

idol,01 ran a different ad from other years:
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Guess who the irate phone calls were from? Offended
Christians, demanding, 0 H@auld yo€ put that in the paper?
Wh a t I f my ¢ hi |[(d coesn, byhtla dme shere n
children turned to page five of The Arkansas Dematkst would
have seen stories about murders, rapes, robberies, and all kinds of
evil. I told the callers they should be glad that SOMEONE was
finally telling their children the truth.

That was the year I smashed all my Santa Claus figures...even
the big ceramic one that my mother had made with her own
hands. I tried to buy a Nativity book for my Sunday School class,
but there were none to be found. Instead, the racks overflowed
with books about Santa Claus. Idols are idols, all means all, and

free means free, so they all have to go if we are to be free.

As my daughter was praying f or  Go d BHeshadedeHisr t

perspective with her:

ol t breaks My heart to see
Claus, reindeer and Christmas trees. Santa Claus is a
device to take away from My
care what the real meaning of Christmas is or appreciate
the gift I gave; the greatest gift of all> Who did Santa
Claus die for? Who can he save? The holiday that is
sipposed to be a <celebration
become corrupted and commercialized. Does anyone
care that God came as a child, so man could have

communion with his Maker again?
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oCandt My people be thankf ul

given, especially Jesus>» Why candt they focu
change and salvation that one baby boy brought into the

world? 1t8 His birthday and He should be the guest of

honor. Instead, He just seems to fade into the woodwork

as people focus on decorations, presents, and so many

othert hi ngs. Why canot My chil dr
wi t h Ospirit ey eskod thanntde al | ow
magnitude of the Gift I gave to all mankind?

OWheangi ve a gift, radadver®t you w
know all about its special features? It should bring joy
when I show you what My Son saved you from and what
your faith in Him entitles you to have. If you really
understood how much that baby in a manger meant,
Christmas would never be the same. He covered your

past, takes care of your present, and bought your future.

What a gift!o

daaaada

| t O sthetBadyro€ Christ went free. Any game is over when
someone quits playing, and no one can make us play stupid games
without our permission. Call that radical? That® probably what
the religious dalledaHinewhen Hothrewdhe s us 0
moneychangers out of the temple. Free is free...to owe no one
anything but the love of Jesus Christ. He is my Lord, Savior, and
King; and to Him only shall I bowfi not to a tree with lights on it.
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For the customs of the peoplese delusion; because it
is wood cut from the forest, the work of the hands of a
craftsman with a cutting tool. They decorate it with silver
and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with
hammers, so that it will not totter (Jeremiah 10:3-4)

Christmas trees? Idolatry? Delusion> Don 6t you have

down to put those presents under that tree?

Forgive us, Father, for missing the real meaning of
Christmas by letting the traditions, gifts, and materialism
cloud our view of You. Open our eyes to see like You see.

Change and purify our hearts, I pray.

Thank You for the Christmas gift that cost Your only
begotten Son. Even at that price, You were willing to give
Him up so that we could be saved from sin and death.
Thank You, Father, that Jesus paid the price, so that we

could be reunited with You. Amen.

Nor to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies,
which give rise to mere speculation rather than furthering
the administration of God which is by faithl Timothy 1:4)

But have nothing to do withworldly fables fit only for
old women. On the other hand, discipline yourself for the
purpose of godlinessi Timothy 4:7)
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Now Christians, before you get offended, please consider the

following three questions:

.Did you spend moanChystmy?ou di dnodt

22Did you spend t,iwhilespeydmgimorttyy d n ot
you didndt have?

3. Did playing this game take you out of the peace and the

presence of God in any way?

Watch how many people continue bestowingt hei r ond gi f t s
you after you quit playing the game. Go ahead, t est
just a fleshl 'y 0 p ay braYeskitOwasghat fle@is came to set

the captives free.

Fear of man and people-pleasing will keep you bound. These

scriptures will encourage you to go free:

Let me now be partial to no onejor flatter any man.
For | do not know how to flatterelse my Maker would
soon take me away(Job 32:21-22)

Thefear of man bringsa snare,but hewho trusts in the

Lord will be exalted. (Proverbs 29:25)

(Also reddaiah 51:7, 123, 57:11; Dani8t1518; John 12:423,;
Galatians 1:10; Ephesiang;gG#@brews 13:6; and Judle 16

L e t Obsyond the myths and fables. There are so many other
things to do with our time, energy, and money that will be of true
val ue when we meet JdogssmddswithfHaisc e t o
call, His purpose, and His glory while we are here on this Earth,
b e c a u s &l thit wilbldst.aHallelujah, be free!
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TO PASTORS AND MINISTERS
OFeefheMyyod

ASTORS, AWORD OF WARNING: God i s rai sing

among us, Who ARE Godds anoiwmted,

there slaying giants; so, when they show up in your church,
dondt S pt@ death. Whhoe mwas Godds anoi
David? Someti mes we dondt Know

up-and-coming shepherds over whom the o1l has been poured.

God 1s going to write this last chapter according to His
speci fi cat i olnsupbehielthe King ¢f Bngsarlde t 0 s
Lord of lords, and do things His way; lest jealousy, anger, and
hatred take us where they took Saul. Why should we die before

our time because we no longer hear from God?

God is not playingandwe 6 d b et t edimirbwhate@p € n
form He chooses to come. Why become stiff-necked and
hardhearted, like the Pharisees, and miss our day of visitation? No,
the Gsheepowondét be perfecdl lanchals® ma
b u ts tht sheBp that bear lambs, not the shepherds. L&dh 0 s
play our part in the Body; just remember thatt her eds onl
head: Christ Jesus, our Lord.
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If God called you, He will keep you. Jesus stood before Pilate

and uttered not a word in His own defense. We must choose to

have nothing to protect or defend above our walk with God.

Gene Edwards, speaking as David in his book, A Tale of Three

Kingsstated it well:

Olt is better that I be defeated, even killed, than to
learn the ways of...of a Saul, or the ways of an Absalom.
The kingdom is not that valuable. Let him have it, if that
be the Lor d?o sshalnditain the ways df

either Saul or Absalom.

0 N man knows his own heart. I certainly do not know
mine. Only God does. Shall I defend my little realm in
the name of God? Shall I throw spears, and plot and
divide. .. and , Kindt ltheir m&liasdts
protect Myempire? I did not lift a finger to be madéing,
nor shall I do so to preserve a kingdom; even the
kingdom of God. God put me here. It 1s not my
responsibility to take, or kegpauthority. Do you not
realize, it may be Hiswill for these things to take place? If
He chooses, God can protect and keep the kingdom even

now. After all, it is Hiskingdom.

Oln either case, I shall raise no hand! Wo ul d n ot
little strange trying to stay in control if God desires that I
fall?

epeat :

spi

00|
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ol did not fight to be king, and I will not fight to
remain king. May God come tonight and take the throne,
the kingship, and. . . 0 sDavvoiidcée fidaHist er ed,
anointinom me. I seek His will, not His power. I repeat,
I desire His will more than I desire a position of

leadership. He may be through with me.

0Today I shall give ample space for this untelling God
of ours to show us His will. I know of no other way to
bring about such an extraordinary event except by doing
nothingl’he throne is not mine. Not to have, not to take,

not to protect, and not to keep.

olwill |l eave the city. The thr
kingdom. I will not hinder God. No obstacle, no activity
on my part lies between me and Godd &ill. Nothing will
prevent Him from accomplishing His will. If I am not to
be King, God will find no difficulty in making Absalom to
be I srael 6s ki, @ogshalbe@Gud.éi t i s p

The true king turned and walked quietly out of the
throne room, out of the palace, out of the city. He walked
and he walked...

Into the bosoms of all men whose hearts are pure!

(A Tale of Three Ki@€)92, Gene Edwards, Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.)

daaaaa
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It seems that God 1s always testing our hearts, like He did with
King Hezekiah:

God left him alone to test him, that He might know all
that was in his heart(2 Chronicles 32:31b)

He also tested Moses:

Now then let Me alone, tha My anger may burn
against them and that | may destroy them; and | will
make of you a great nation(Exodus 32:10)

But Moses jumped in to help Israel:

00 Lord, why doe¥ouranger burn againstyourpeople
whom You havebrought out from the land of Egyptvith
great power and a mighty han@d Why should the
Egyptians speak, sayingWith evil intent He brought
them out to kill them in the mountains and to destroy
them from the face of theEarth® Turn fromYourburning
anger and changeYour mind about doing harm toYour
peoplée...So the Lord changed Hisind. (Exodus 32:11-14)

Moses proved he hadas h e p h e r dlershe doedanrtte
gap for GoYoo sallyade & thad 6revéman of God
when you would rather protect His image than your own. When
Josephwas asked to intelicpid@&tl iPhar g2
in me;God Will3A @S t KIF NI 2K | (@che@2INd. 0t S |
Danielst ood f or Go d ®eninhh® exchange @itho v e h
Belshazzar, the King of Babylon:
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aJust now the wise men and the conjurers were
brought in before me that they might read this inscription
and make its interpretation known to me, but thegould
not declare the interpretation ofthe message.But |
personally have heard about you, that you are able to
give interpretations and solve difficult problems. Now if
you are able to read the inscription and make
its interpretation known to me, you will beclothed with
purple andwear a neclkace of gold around your neck, and
you will have authority as thehird rulerinthe kiid R2 Y ® ¢

¢tKSYy 5FyASt FyagSNBR FyR &l AR
your gifts for yourself or give your rewards to someone
else however, | will read the inscription to th&ing and
make the interpretation known to himg (Daniel 5:15-17)

Sometimes, there may be no thanks for being a servant of God,
but le t & $is fhitBful Owatchmen on the walls, 8o people will
live and not die. Le t 0 Standbetween people and the One Who
alone can save them, J u st s o. Elihth pokedbbldly tol i k e
Job, and we must also say what God is saying, for one day we will

give account.

Let me now be partial to no onenor flatter any man.
For | do not know how to flatter, else my Maker would
soontake me away (Job 32:21-22)

I, even |, am H&Vho comforts you. Who are you that
you are afraid of man who diesand of the son of man
who is made like grasghat you have fogotten the Lord
your Maker?(Isaiah 51:12-13)
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Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren,
knowing that as such we will incur a stricter judgment.
(James 3:1)

Let® also remember the admonition from Hebrews:

Obey your leadersand submitto them, for theywatch
over your souls asthose who will givean account Let
them do this with joy and not grief, for this would be
unprofitable for you.(Hebrews 13:17)

Pastors, a CNR Y S@OSNEB2YS ¢K2 KI& 0SSy 3
required and to whomthey entrusted much, of him they will ask
all the more (Luke 12:48).

God is replacing shepherds like those mentioned in Ezekiel 34.

May it never be said of us:

Those who are sickly you have not strengthened, the
diseased you have not healed, the brokeouw have not
bound up, the scattered you have not brought back, nor
have you sought for the lost; but with force and severity
you have dominated themThey were scattered for lack of
a shepherd, and they became food for every beast of the
field and were sctered...My flock has become a prey, My
flock has even become food for all the beasts of the field
for lack of a shepherd, and My shepherds did not search
for My flock, but rather the shepherds fed themselves and
did not feed My flock; therefore, you shephds, hear the
g2NR 2F (GKS [2NRY ¢Kdza alreéea (KS
against the shepherds, andwill demand My sheep from
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them and make them cease from feeding sheep. So the
shepherds will not éed themselves anymore, but | i
deliver Myflock from their mouth, sothat they will not be
F22R T 20Mkidisk4Q0y @ €

The foll owing shares t he Fat
shepherds Heds choosing to watc

For thus says the Lordc@> & . SK2f RX L aej3
search for Mysheep and seek them oufAs a shepherd
cares for his herd in theday when he is among his
scattered sheep, so | willcare for My sheep and will
deliver them from all the places to which they were
scattered on acloudy and gloomy dayl will bring them
out from the peoples and gather them from the countries
and bring them to their own landand | will feed them on
the mountains of Israelby thestreams, and in all the
inhabited places of the land. will feed them in agood
pasture, and their grazingground will be on the mountain
heights of Israel. There they will lie down on good grazing
ground and feed irrich pasture on the mountains of
Israel.l will feed My flock and | willf S R GKSY (2 N
declaresthe Lord@.a L ¢ Af f &S SlackihkS f 2 &
scattered, bind up the broken and strengthen the sick; but
the fat and the strong | will destroy. | willeed them with
judgment.
G! & FT2N) é2dzx aé TFfod @] SKaK&a &
will judge between onesheep and another, between the
rams and the male goatsls it tooslight a thing for you
that you should feed in the good pasturethat you must
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tread down with your feet the rest of your pastures? Or
that you should drink of the clear waters, that you must
foul the rest with your feet?As br My flock, they must eat
what you tread down with your feet and drink what
youF2dzf SAGK &2dzNJ FSSGHQ¢

Therefore, thus says the LordoG( 2 (G KSYZX a.

even |, will judge between the fat sheep and the lean
sheep.Because you push with side and wisihhoulder, and
thrust at all theweak with your horns until you have
scattered themabroad,therefore, | willdeliver My flock,
and they will no longer be a prey; and | will judge
between one sheep and another.

G ¢ KSy sdt ovér xhenf oneshepherd,My servant
David, and he will feed them; he will feed them himself
and be their shepherdAnd I, the lord, will be their God,
and My servant David will be prince among them; | the
Lord have spoken.

GL @ Aff covérnait Df pkace with them and
eliminate harnful beasts from the land so that theynay
live securely in the wilderness and sleep in the woadds.
will make them and the places around My hillkdessing.
And | will causeshowers to come down in their season;
they will be showers oblessing.Also the tee of the field
will yield its fruit and the earth will yield its increase, and
they will besecure on their land. Then they will know that
| am the lord, when | havebroken the bars of their yoke
and have delivered them from the hand of those who
enslavel them.They will no longer be a prey to the
nations, and the beasts of the earth will not devour them;

SK2t F
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but they will live securely, and no one will makéhem

afraid. | will establish for them aenowned planting

place, and they willnot again bevictims of famine in the

land, and they will notendure the insults of the nations
anymore.Then they will know thatl, the lord their God,

am with them, and that they, the house of Israel, are My

LIS2 L SZ¢ RSOddlaNIaE T MshecRBEIR aB
sheepofa® LI &Gdz2NBX @2dz NB YSys |
declares the Lord @&l. (Fzekiel 34:11-31)

During a revival with an internationally known evangelist, God
told me that He wanted to heal 33 marriages. I shared the word
with the pastor, but neither he nor the evangelist would deliver the
word of the Lord. During the next € V € n ketvige,0Gd said,
oOLast night, wilesbbatsht wodl &as soilfnott h o s
delivered. After the service, the evangelist suffered a severe heart
attack with complications, and spent the next six months in the
hospital. His wife suffered a nervous breakdown during that time.
G 0 d Wosd had convicted both the pastor and the evangelist,

because of issues in their own marriages.

|l ve seen many sovereign VessSE
assassins from the adversary of their lives, souls and calls, chosen to
take them out and keep them from fulfilling the purpose for which
they were created. Many men, sovereignly called by God, married
a O0Ba&aoblil é6 i nwhs eMmihdiraroiyting and walk
with God, while making her happy and paying for her flesh treats.
Many women, al so called by God
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for ol ove, 6 or for a manisodbe

enough).

God exposes secret sin. He is not playing and all things hidden
will be revealed. God showed Elijah very clearly that we will do it

His way or be fired and God will choose another.

9f AAKI Xé2dz aKI ff | )/2)\)“'3 & LINZ |
will leave 7,000 in Israel, all the knees that have not

bowed to Baal and every mouth that has not kissed him.
(1 Kings 19:16, 18)

Regardless of our position in the eyes of man, we must have our
own house in order and be willing to receive God in whatever
form He chooses to come. The level of your ministryfi its holiness
and anointingfl is directly related to the spirit realm in your own
home. Dondt put on iyoushhuee Woueoforde.h ur c h
It is G 0 d @dusch and your family. He has many ministers, but
your wife has only one husband, and your children have only one
dad. The responsibility as the priest of your family is yours alone.
How can anyone say he loves God when he doesn@ love the

spouse God gave him?

If you raise GO d éhegp right, they will birth the lambs and you
will be trusted to shepherd His flock. Misplaced priorities will get
you in serious trouble. Those Ohusband scripturesO apply to
preachers too, so come out from under your robe and love your
wife as Christ loves the church. Who else can set the example for

the flock? They will walk as you walk. So, watch your steps at
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home and away, because God surely 1s, and we will one day give

anaccount . Letds hakehoSceaxamed good

Respect of persons and people pleasing is the next issue at hand.
Paul said, dThe Lord is mHelper, | will not be afral. What will
man do to me® (Hebrews 13:6).

Jesus told His disciples, 6But do not be called Rabpfor Oneis
your Teacher, and you all are brothers. Do nallanyone onEarth
your father;for One is your Father, He Who istteaven Do not be
called leaders, for One is your Leader, that is, Christ. But the
greatest among you shall be your servant. Whoevetadts himself
shall be humbled YR ¢ K2 S@SNJ Kdzyof Sa KAYa
(Matthew 23:8-12).

God is raising up ministers in the most unlikely places. People
who probably woul dndt Dbaetaldnk| owe
the land for Christ. Sometimesi § 6easi er to be ab
business at the local restaurant than in the synagogues and

churches.

Jesussaid,a D2 2dzi Ayd2 GKS KAIKglea |
compel them to come in, so thamy K2 dzA S Y I & @L&S FA
14:23). Are we? If not, God has others who will march forward at
His bidding. They will say what He says and draw no attention to
themselves with jokes, half-truths, or people pleasing. God has the

Master Plan and there will be no cheap imitations.

| tell you that every careless word that people speak,
they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment.
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For by your words you will be justified, and by your words
you will becondemned Matthew 12:36-37)

The Apostle JamesO dn@nishment was almost identical to
JesusOin Matthew 5:3@Your yes is to be yes, and your no, no, so
GKFG &2dz YIFeé y20 gadbtidh). dzy RSN 2dzRI Y€

Samuel had a 100 percent anointing: He said exactly what God
told him, adding nothing of himself to it, and God backed him up.

Thus Samuel grew and theotd was with him and let
none of his words fail(l Samuel 3:19)

Will we die to ourselves to let the King speak through us? Will
we say what God is saying, regardless of the consequences? We

must choose this day whom we will serve, God or man.

When | came to you, brethren, | did not come with
superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the
testimony of God. For | dermined to know nahing
among You except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. | was
with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling,
and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive
words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and
of power, so that your faith would noteston the wisdom
of men, but on the power of Godl Corinthians 2:1-5)

Jesussaid, d ¢ KS @GAYR o0f26a oKSNB Al ogA
sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is
I32Ay3AT &2 Aada SOSNE2YJSn3dK2 Aad 02Ny
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Will we rely on the Holy Spirit to move through us, in the face
of all opposition,t o0 accompl i sh Godds ,purp
Who called us, to be faithful to complete the work He began?

Faithful is HeWho calls you, and He also will bring it to
pass.(1 Thessalonians 5:24)

Moses clearly h a d G o0 dupos hisdif@ hslhe guided the

children of Israel throughout their long journey:

At the command of the Lord they campednd at the
command of the Lordi KS& &S0 2dz2iT GKSe& |
charge, according to the command of the Lord through
Moses.(Numbers 9:23)

Moses walked with God, and God showed up on his behalf.
How would you like to walk close enough to God that He would
swallow up your enemies? (ReadNumbers 16:28) You can, IF
you will pay the price.

Qo
Qo
Qo
Qo
Qo
Qo

A prominent pastor from South Africa once toured churches
throughout the United States. The church officials asked him,
before his return flight, 0 What i s your most me
of the church in America?bd

After a moment of careful reflection, the pastor answered, 0 | t
amazes me what you people have been able to accomplish without

the power of the Holy Spirit.0
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LJ- NI S

¢
(V)]

Lord, how is it that when Your & 3f 2 NBE K| a
the show still goes on? (1 Samuel 4:21, 22)

Words for the layperson who reads this chapter:

I encourage you to thank God for and support the man or
woman of God who is watching over your soul. Paul said, & . S
AYAGEG2NR 2F YS3I 2d&othhidnsdl:)Ifybuf a2
see areas that Bildeniitittalk boiGodebow p Wi t
it, and then share your concerns with the pastor. If you find that
you cannot support the ministry where you are, ask God to show

you where the ministry is that you can support.

Remember , t 0 U aolmtedn(Bdad 1GRanhiiels24:6
26:9,16, 23; Numberk2 andl6) Be gratefult hat you donail
your pasvSoin® respossibility before God. Build up and
dondot tear doawYQU seBmgtliec Hoedsoday?h o w

Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with
Me, to render to every man according to what he has
done. (Revelation 22:12)

Be bl essed, children of the Mo
upward. Take up your cross; go forth and do what God has called
you to do to build up the Body of Christ.

Beloved, | pray that in all respects you may prosper and
be in good health, just as your soul prospetsjohn 2)
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May God take you into His highest and best in every area of
your life. I pray you fulfill the purpose for which you were created

and make your Savior smile.

Pastors, I ask God to protect and defend you, make
His face to shine upon you, and give you peace. I pray
He set you free from any religious games and direct your
steps as you prayerfully lead His children. May the Lord
remove everything that is displeasing to Him from your
life, church, and ministry...anything that blocks the view
to Jesus, would cause Him shame, or would take the glory

that 1s His alone.

I pray that you will ohtear t
clutter, confusion, or distractions; that the Lord would
take you into that special place with Him you knew so
well before the pressures of ministry began. May God
refresh you with His Holy Spirit, and guide, comfort, and

lead you into His highest purpose in every area of your
life.

May  Gandgn@ng be upon you to take His children
to the throne, where His purpose in their lives 1s fulfilled.
L et 0 sto ttil@ fost a@d dying world that the King of
kings and Lord of lords is the solution for their lives. Let®
be about t he whkiale hoglfcuss. bujsi nes

Blessings, servants of the Most High God.

Barbara




GOD IS GOD.
He loves you BEST.
Thereds joy
So keep going.

In His love and care,

Barbara



To contact Barbara
for ministry to your group, or
for private consultation,
Visit her web site:

www.BarbaraBrown.com



