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One of the most frequent questions asked within the Build Math Minds Facebook group
is wondering what are the best websites that provide students practice that is aligned
with the CCSS. Here is a description as well as summary of the comments shared by
Build Math Mind members for the websites mentioned the most.

DREAMBOX
www.dreambox.com

This K-8 website is based on the learning landscapes by Cathy Fosnot. It is highly
recommended because it focuses on conceptual understanding and adapts to the level of
the student. There is a game feel. You are also able to assign certain concepts. The
overall feeling is that it is excellent, but very expensive.

FRECKLE

https://www.freckle.com/
This website was formally known as Front Row and includes content from K-9th grade. It
provides diagnostic tests by domain and then adapts to each learner as they work on
problems. The questions are not just multiple choice. In some cases, students are asked
to sort expressions or shapes into categories or even to select all that apply.
There are suggested students in the classroom who have already passed the level for any
students struggling with a concept. There are virtual manipulatives for the students as
well as embedded teaching videos. There is a full functional free version, but some
schools have opted for the school paid version to get all the teacher reports and
benchmark assessments.

IREADY

https://login.i-ready.com/
This website offers diagnostic tests and then lessons based on the students’ need. There
are tutorials that you can use whole-group or in small groups. There are standards based
assessments as well as workbooks. Students earn points that earn them the opportunity
to play games. There are also centers ideas for below/on/above gradelevel. Members
like the teacher reports as well that show the specific needs of the learners after taking
assessments and to progress monitor. There is a cost associated with the program. Many
of our members’ districts use iReady and like it.
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KHAN ACADEMY
www.khanacademy.org

This free program adapts to the needs of the students and is aligned to the CCSS. There
are teaching videos and then practice questions all organized in progressions of domains.
Some members have connected it with their Google classroom and assigned different
skill practice depending on students’ performance on district-wide assessments. Some
members have mentioned that you can enter an NWEA Map score in Khan and it will
automatically know what topics the students need to work on.

MOBY MAX
www.mobymax.com

This program focuses on K-8 topics and has teaching videos embedded in the program.
There are diagnostic tests and then the program will adapt to each learner. Benchmark
and Skills Checkers are also a part of the program. There is a free version, but the paid
option allows more contests which motivates the students.

PRODIGY

www.prodigygame.com
This program spans topics from K-8 curriculum. It is a fantasy-style video math game
similar to Pokemon. Students battle other students who are using the game at the same
time. Teachers can assign specific content, but there is no guarantee the students will
actually complete the assignments.
There is a diagnostic test within the game so the students don’t know they are being
assessed. There are virtual manipulatives in the program as well. This program by far
received the most mixed reviews. While many mentioned how much their students love
to play it even choosing to play the game at home, others mentioned that it is more game
than math teaching tool. Estimates as much as 80% game and 20% math.
Some members mentioned allowing students to play this as a reward after completing
work in other websites that are solely focused on the math. It is a free program. There is
a paid parent upgrade but that only adds more games and decorations.
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STMATH

www.STMath.com
This program received excellent reviews. The ST stands for “spatial temporal” and
focuses on math concepts through visual math learning games. It is based on brain
research. Members commented that it is expensive.

SUMDOG

www.sumdog.com
Spanning grades 1-8, this program is another adaptive learning platform. There are fun
games and competitions that can include students from around the world. Some of the
games are limited with the free version, though. Some members mentioned that it
doesn’t teach students the math. It is practice within a game format. Some mentioned it
is focused on fluency.

ZEARN

www.zearn.org
Focusing on grades 1-5, there is overwhelmingly enthusiastic support for this free
program that is perfectly aligned with EngageNY/Eureka. Some members mentioned it is
a viable math curriculum with videos and lessons where students are expected to take
notes. There are exit tickets as well. It also offers fluency practice.
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Teaching math isn’t easy and for a lot of teachers, it isn’t fun…like AT ALL!! Especially
in this era of education, there is a lot of unknowns about what and how we should be
teaching. You are NOT alone. With the implementation of new standers, assessments,
and (for some) new curriculum, teachers are feeling bogged down and yet left out on
their own to make sense of it all. Build Math Minds is here to help with that.
The Build Math Minds site has professional development videos for elementary
teachers on all topics of mathematics. You can earn PD credits from the comfort of
your home, at times that are convenient for you. Inside the BMM site, we focus on
building Content, Community, and Your Confidence.
Build Math Minds is designed to build your Content Knowledge, your Confidence in
teaching math, and give you a Community of like-minded educators that understand
what you are going through as you try to build math-thinkers, not calculators.
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