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Math Running 
Records in 
Action 
Presented by 
 Dr. Nicki Newton 

 
 

� Introduction 
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What are they? 
� Math Running Records are a systematic 

and repeatable way to collect data on a 
student’s fact power. 

What are Basic Math Facts? 
� Addition and Subtraction 0-20 

� Multiplication and Division 0 -100 
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Why do we need them? 
� Beyond our gut feeling 

� “becom[ing] neutral observers and watch 
children at work in systematic and 
repeatable ways” Clay 2006 

Math Running Records are 
Taken to Uncover Specific 
Strategy Levels 
� There are levels and sublevels of math 

strategies  
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Why? 

� To have an 
evidence based 
collection system  

Records allow us to see the 
“thinking behind the thinking.” 
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Records are taken to plan 

� Plan for whole group 
fluency routines 

� Plan for small group 
� Plan for workstations 
� Plan for individual work 

When should you do them? 
� Beginning of the year 
� Middle of the year 
� End of the year 

� Other times  

� Depends on the students 
Where - Anywhere 
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Who should do them? 
� K (end of the year) 

� 1-5th 

� Some Middle School/Jr. High students who 
are struggling 

NCTM (2000) 
“refers to having efficient and 
accurate methods for computing. 
Students exhibit computational 
fluency when they demonstrate 
flexibility in the computational 
methods they choose, understand 
and can explain these methods, 
and produce accurate answers 
efficiently…” 
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 “The computational methods that a 
student uses should be based on 
mathematical ideas that the student 
understands well, including the 
structure of the base-ten number 
system, properties of multiplication 
and division, and number 
relationships.” 
(NCTM, p. 152) 

Developing Math Power— 
Beyond Quick Answers 

Quick answers are just that. They are quick 
answers. But much too often this quickness is 
equated with full fluency, with teachers often 
saying “Oh they know their facts.” When what 
they really know is how to give a quick answer. 
Truly having number sense far exceeds being 
able to rattle off that 7 × 8 is 56. 
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I am making the research-based case 
that this is only one pillar of fluency. The 
research resoundingly states that 
computational fluency is multi-
dimensional (accuracy, flexibility, 
efficiency and eventually instant recall 
of learned facts) (Brownell & Chazal, 
1935; Brownell, 1956/1987; Kilpatrick, 
Swafford, & Findell, 2001; National 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
(NCTM), 2000).  

The Addition Math Running 
Record 
� Benchmark Problems 



6/26/17	

10	



6/26/17	

11	



6/26/17	

12	

The Subtraction Math Running 
Record 
� Benchmark Problems 
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Remember the Research 
 
� Distributed Practice—Consistent, ongoing, 

engaging practice over time yields/
concretizes student achievement  

� 5 to 10 minutes a day  
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Download the Running 
Records: Just have a go!  

� https://
guidedmath.wordpr
ess.com/math-
running-records-
videos/ 

You can contact me at 
https://mathrunningrecords.wordpress.com/ 
 
drnicki7@gmail.com 
 
Find courses here:   http://drnickinewton.thinkific.com/   
www.guidedmath.wordpress.com 
 
http://www.drnickinewton.com/math-running-records-
podcasts/ 
 
drnickinewton.com  
https://www.pinterest.com/drnicki7/ 
 
@drnickimath 
  
Dr. Nicki on You Tube 

Thank You For Watching! 


