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Welcome to 
St. James/Santiago Apóstol Lutheran Church 

 
We’re glad you’re here! Our mission is to help you grow in your relationship with God and 

with all of God’s people. Our worship services are designed to gather us as God's people, to hear 
God's Word, receive Jesus in bread and wine, and join us with God's people of all times and places. 
We pray that you will be blessed and encouraged by worshiping here. No matter who you are, God 
knows you and God loves you. If you are a visitor or guest, we warmly invite you to join our faith 
community. If you want to know more, please speak to our pastors or a member of our Steering 
Committee. Below is some information you may find helpful during and after worship. 

 
Children and their families are vital to our life and ministry at St. James/Santiago Apóstol. 

Children are always welcome in worship. In the cry of a baby, or the fussiness of a toddler, we hear a 
new voice that speaks to God, reminding us that children are a blessing and a joy. If children ever 
need a break from worship, we have a nursery in the front hallway by the front doors. 

 
Holy Communion. All God's children are welcome at the table of the Lord. God loves you, and 

welcomes you to the Lord’s Supper, whether you are a new Christian, a returning one, or someone 
who is exploring who and what God might mean in your life. Please don't hesitate to come forward 
and share in the meal with us: there is room for everyone, especially for YOU.  

Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. We serve it two ways, either by intinction 
or by individual cups. For Communion by intinction, you will receive a piece of bread or wafer, and dip 
the bread or wafer in a common cup of wine (red) or grape juice (white). Instead of dipping the bread, 
you also have the option to eat, and then drink from a common cup.  

For individual cup Communion, you will receive a piece of bread to eat, and then choose a 
cup to drink containing wine (red) or grape juice (white). We offer the common cup as well.  We also 
have gluten-free wafers for those with dietary restrictions. Children who do not yet commune and 
anyone who does not wish to receive Communion are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you 
desire a blessing, please ask the pastor for one, or simply cross your arms over your chest to indicate 
that you would like a blessing instead of bread and wine. Please feel free to use the altar rail for 
prayer after receiving the blessing or Holy Communion.  

 
Offerings. We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes ministry 

possible. The offering at this service will support St. James/Santiago Apóstol Lutheran Church and its 
outreach ministries in this neighborhood of Oak Forest/Garden Oaks/North Houston. A portion also 
goes to our national church body for mission and ministry around the world.  

 

Restrooms are located in the front hallway by the front doors. 
 

Learning Hour/Fellowship Time. During the time between our worship services, you are 
invited to gather in the Fellowship Hall for coffee, juice, hospitality and fellowship. We also offer 
Learning Groups for adults and children, so please ask anyone how to join a class or small group at 
any time.  

 
If you ever need a Pastor, both Pastor Arthur (713.725.6760) and Pastora Adriana Johnson-

Rivas (832.512.7652) prefer that you call them directly on their cell phones. If you know of someone 
who is scheduled for surgery or is in the hospital, please let us know. If there is an emergency, if you 
would like a pastoral visit at home, or if you simply have questions about life, faith, or getting more 
involved, calling us directly on our cell phones is always the best way to reach us. 
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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
JULY 5, 2015 

10:00 A.M. 
 
 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) – Setting Three 
P = Presiding Minister, A = Assisting Minister, C = Congregation 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Jesus does great deeds of power and gives his disciples authority over demons. Yet none of 
this power is unilateral; it all must be received by faith. Jesus asks his disciples to go out 
without money or supplies, so that they will be dependent on how others receive them. 
When we are sent from the assembly to witness and to heal, we are asked to be vulnerable, 
to be dependent on the reception of others. The Spirit always operates in the between: 
between Jesus and his Abba, between Jesus and us, between you and me, between us and 
those to whom we are sent. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
. 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 
P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.  
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ENTRANCE HYMN:  ELW#532 
C:    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.   
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HYMN OF PRAISE:   
C:  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

P: God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim the coming of your kingdom. 
Give us the courage you gave the apostles, that we may faithfully witness to your love and 
peace in every circumstance of life, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

Please be seated for the readings. 
 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 2:1–5 
 

He said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you.  And when 
he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him 
speaking to me.  He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a 
nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have 
transgressed against me to this very day.  The descendants are impudent and 
stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, "Thus says the Lord 
GOD."  Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they 
shall know that there has been a prophet among them. 
 

A: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 123 
C:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To you I lift | up my eyes, 
to you enthroned | in the heavens. 

As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, 
and the eyes of a maid to the hand | of her mistress, 

so our eyes look to you, O LORD our God, 
until you show | us your mercy.   R 

Have mercy upon us, O | LORD, have mercy, 
for we have had more than enough | of contempt, 
too much of the scorn of the in- | dolent rich, 

and of the derision | of the proud.   R 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 7 
 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 12:2–10 
 

I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven 
— whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows.  And I know that 
such a person — whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows 
— was caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no 
mortal is permitted to repeat.  On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own 
behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses.  But if I wish to boast, I will not be a 
fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think 
better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, even considering the 
exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too 
elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to 
keep me from being too elated.  Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it 
would leave me, but he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made 
perfect in weakness." So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that 
the power of Christ may dwell in me.  Therefore I am content with weaknesses, 
insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I 
am weak, then I am strong. 

  

A: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand. 

 
 

The congregation sings the Gospel Acclamation during the Gospel Procession. 
 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
C: 
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The Gospel is announced. 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 6:1–13 
 

P: The holy gospel according to Mark. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

At home and abroad, Jesus and his disciples encounter resistance as they seek to proclaim 
God's word and relieve affliction. 
 

He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.  On the 
sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were 
astounded. They said, "Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has 
been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands!  Is not this 
the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and 
Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him.  Then 
Jesus said to them, "Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown, and 
among their own kin, and in their own house."  And he could do no deed of power 
there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them.  And he 
was amazed at their unbelief. 
 Then he went about among the villages teaching.  He called the twelve and 
began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits.  
He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no 
money in their belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics.  He said to 
them, "Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place.  If any 
place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the 
dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them."  So they went out and 
proclaimed that all should repent.  They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil 
many who were sick and cured them. 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   
C: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERMON: Pastor Arthur Murphy   
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Please stand. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:                ELW#576 
C: 
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APOSTLES CREED:  
P: Let us confess our faith, the faith in which we have been baptized: 
C:  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

A: Gathered by the Holy Spirit and fed by the word, we come together as the people of God 
to pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A: Gracious God, we pray for the church throughout the world, that you guide it in all its 
endeavors and inspire it to proclaim the gospel with boldness. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: We pray for earth and sky, seas and deserts, plant and animal habitats, that your good 
creation thrive and flourish. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: We pray for leaders eager to show mercy, that your justice spreads to all nations and that 
all may celebrate freedom from oppression. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: We pray for those who live with chronic pain or disease that leaves no outward sign, for 
those who grieve, and for all those who are sick or hospitalized. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: We pray for this assembly, for those who are visiting, those who are travelling, and those 
who cannot be with us today, that all experience Christ's presence and peace. Hear us, O 
God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: We remember with gratitude the saints who endured persecutions for the sake of Christ. 
Uphold us also with your all-sufficient grace until we join them at the heavenly banquet. 
Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Into your hands, loving God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the grace of 
Jesus our Savior. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 

The ministers and the congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying 
“Peace be with you.” After the peace is shared, the congregation sits. 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERTORY:             ELW#644 
C: 

 
  



Page 13 
 

Please stand. 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

A: Let us pray. 
C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who 
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.  
 

P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one 
body people of ev’ry nation and tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

THE SANCTUS  
C:     
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  
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COMMUNION SONG:        ELW#469 
C: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please be seated and come forward at the direction of the ushers for communion. 
All God's children are welcome at the table of the Lord. We serve communion two ways, either by 
intinction or by individual cups. For Communion by intinction, you will receive a piece of bread or 
wafer, and dip the bread or wafer in a common cup of wine (red) or grape juice (white). Instead of 

dipping the bread, you also have the option to eat, and then drink from a common cup. For individual 
cup Communion, you will receive a piece of bread to eat, and then choose a cup to drink containing 

wine (red) or grape juice (white). We offer the common cup as well.  We also have gluten-free wafers 
for those with dietary restrictions. Children who do not yet commune and anyone who does not wish 

to receive Communion are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
 

Please stand.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

A: Let us pray. 
C: O God, our life, our strength, our food, 
we give you thanks for sustaining us 
with the body and blood of your Son. 
By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, 
that more and more we will give you praise 
and serve your earth and its many peoples, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
 
 
BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace  
C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN: ELW# 
C: 

You Are My King  
 

I’m forgiven because You were forsaken, 
I’m accepted, You were condemned. 

I'm alive and well, Your spirit is within me, 
Because You died and rose again. 

 

 (Repeat once) 
 

(Chorus) 
Amazing love, 
How can it be 

That You, my King, would die for me? 
Amazing love, 
I know its true. 

It’s my joy to honor You, 
In all I do, I honor You. 

 

I’m forgiven because You were forsaken, 
I’m accepted, You were condemned. 

I'm alive and well, Your spirit is within me, 
Because You died and rose again. 

 
(Repeat Chorus) 

 
In all I do, to honor You. 

 
You are my King 
You are my King 

Jesus You are my King 
You are my King 

 

 (Repeat Chorus Twice) 
 

In all I do, to honor You. 
In all I do, to honor You. 

DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  



Page 18 
 

POSTLUDE 
WELCOME, EVERYONE! 

 
We welcome all our guests today. Please speak to the pastor if you have special concerns 
or wish to discuss becoming a member of this community by baptism, affirmation of baptism, 
or transfer of membership from another Christian congregation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       KEEP OUR FRIENDS & RELATIVES IN PRAYER 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 ASSISTING IN MINISTRY 
Presiding Minister  Pastor Arthur Murphy  Cantors   Meghan Garvin  
Assisting Minister Steve Grimsley  Organist  Sergei Savitski   
Altar Care   Rose Rivera 
                                          Herminia Rivera 

Usher    Martin Pazdra  
Teller                                 Elizabeth Baber 

Acolyte                               Eliseo Gonzalez Crucifer                             Alexander Saavedra 
  

Sally Burgess 
Charles Cernik  
Orie Clark III 
Grady Green 
FJ Hoffman 

Pr. Fred de Oliveira 
Charla Largent 
John Largent 

Margaret “Candy” Largent 

Linda Bernice Martinez 
Patricia Nash  
Louise Richter 

Herminia Rivera 
Kelly Simmons 

Kimberly Tessier 
Mic Tessier 
Terry White 

Phyllis Zendejas 

 

*From Sundays and Seasons 2012, copyright 2011 Augsburg Fortress. 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
ATTENDANCE AVERAGE 
FIRST SERVICE 
Average Total To Date  26 
June 28, 2015  14 
TOTAL TO DATE  20 
 

SECOND SERVICE 
Average Total To Date  41 
June 28, 2015  70 
TOTAL TO DATE  55 
 

WORSHIP TOTAL:  75 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
Total to Date  $76,040.51 
June 28, 2015 $1,470.65 

Total to Date $77,511.16 

2015 Budget $175,000.00 

Gap to Date $97,488.84 

$15,000 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
Goal $15,000.00 
Pledges / Donations $13,000.00 

Gap To Date      $2,000.00 

Thank you for your 
support!! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
COMING THIS MONTH Thank you luncheon for all women 

who made lunches and cleaned for 
Camp Hope Rodeo.  

  
 Kickoff of our first Men’s Breakfast 

meeting for all men at a local 
restaurant. Time and place to be 
determined.  

 
FRIDAY, JULY 10  7 PM – 10 PM – Youth Group 

Meeting at St. James. 
 
JULY 15 – 20  ELCA National Youth Gathering in 

Detroit, Michigan. Please pray for 
Pastor Arthur, Vanessa Ferretiz, 
Elyse King, Yaquelyn Gonzalez, and 
Edgar Rauda as they travel to 
Detroit. 

 
SUNDAY AUGUST 16 3 PM – 5 PM – Latino Mission Table 

meeting at St. James with local 
congregations and synod staff.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               Please check out our church website:  www.stjames.ch 

LIKE us on Facebook! 

http://www.stjames.ch/

