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Forty Days And Forty Nights 
 
Forty days and forty nights 
Thou wast fasting in the wild; 
Forty days and forty nights 
Tempted, and yet undefiled. 
 
Sunbeams scorching all the day; 
Chilly dew-drops nightly shed; 
Prowling beasts about Thy way; 
Stones Thy pillow; earth Thy bed. 
 
Should not we Thy sorrow share 
And from worldly joys abstain, 
Fasting with unceasing prayer, 
Strong with Thee to suffer pain? 
 
Then if Satan on us press, 
Jesus, Savior, hear our call! 
Victor in the wilderness, 
Grant we may not faint nor fall! 
 
So shall we have peace divine: 
Holier gladness ours shall be; 
Round us, too, shall angels shine, 
Such as ministered to Thee. 
 
Keep, O keep us, Savior dear, 
Ever constant by Thy side; 
That with Thee we may appear 
At the eternal Eastertide. 
 

Holy God, We Praise Thy Name 
 
Holy God, we praise Thy Name;  
Lord of all, we bow before Thee!  
All on earth Thy scepter claim,  
All in heaven above adore Thee;  
Infinite Thy vast domain,  
Everlasting is Thy reign.  
 
Hark! the loud celestial hymn  
Angel choirs above are raising,  
Cherubim and seraphim,  
In unceasing chorus praising;  
Fill the heavens with sweet accord:  
Holy, holy, holy, Lord.  
 
Lo! the apostolic train  
Join the sacred Name to hallow;  
Prophets swell the loud refrain,  
And the white-robed martyrs follow;  
And from morn to set of sun,  
Through the Church the song goes on.  
 
Holy Father, Holy Son,  
Holy Spirit, Three we name Thee;  
While in essence only One,  
Undivided God we claim Thee;  
And adoring bend the knee,  
While we own the mystery. 

OPENING HYMNS 
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So the world shall be His footstool, and the soul of Time His slave,  
Our God is marching on.  
 
(Chorus)  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Our God is marching on.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:  Prayers taken from Fr. Frank Pavone, Priests for Life 
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Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
His day is marching on.  
 
I have read a fiery gospel writ in burnished rows of steel:  
"As ye deal with my condemners, so with you my grace shall deal;  
Let the Hero, born of woman, crush the serpent with his heel,  
Since God is marching on."  
 

(Chorus)  

Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Since God is marching on.  
 
He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat;  
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment-seat:  
Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer Him! be jubilant, my feet!  
Our God is marching on.  
 
(Chorus)  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Our God is marching on.  
 
In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,  
With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me:  
As He died to make men holy, let us die to make men free,  
While God is marching on.  
 
(Chorus)  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
While God is marching on.  
 
He is coming like the glory of the morning on the wave,  
He is Wisdom to the mighty, He is honor to the brave,  
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Prayer to God the Father of All Life  

Eternal God, You have revealed Yourself as the Father of all Life. We 
praise You for the Fatherly care which You extend to all creation, and 
especially to us, made in Your image and likeness. 

Father, extend Your hand of protection to those threatened by 
abortion, and save them from its destructive power. Give Your 
strength to all fathers, that they may never give in to the fears that 
may tempt them to facilitate abortions. 

Bless our families and bless our land, that we may have the joy of 
welcoming and nurturing the life of which You are the source and the 
Eternal Father. Amen. 

Redeemer in the Womb  

Lord Jesus Christ, You took our human nature upon Yourself. You 
shared our life and death, our childhood and adulthood. 

You also shared our time in the womb. While still God, while 
worshiped and adored by the angels, while Almighty and filling every 
part of the universe, You dwelt for nine months in the womb of Mary. 
You were our Redeemer in the womb, our God who was a preborn 
child. Lord Jesus, we ask You to bless and protect the children who 
today are in their mothers' womb. Save them from the danger of 
abortion. Give their mothers the grace to sacrifice themselves, in body 
and soul, for their children. Help all people to recognize in the preborn 
child a brother, a sister, saved by You, our Redeemer in the womb. 
Amen. 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit, Giver of Life  

Come Holy Spirit, Creator of all things...You who breathed over the 
waters at the dawn of creation and brought forth all living beings...You 
who filled the apostles when the Risen Lord breathed on them on the 
first Easter night, giving them the power to restore life to those dead 
in sin...You who, on the last day, will breathe again over all the dead 
and raise them from the grave--Come! Come and breathe on our 
world again, immersed as it is in the Culture of Death! Come, O Lord 
and Giver of Life! Defeat the works of death in our midst, that abortion 
may no longer stain our land. 

We worship You, O Holy Spirit, and we rejoice in You. We know that 
no matter how strong the forces of death may be, we can still find in 
You the endless source of life. Renew that life in each of us, and make 
us worthy apostles of the Culture of Life in our day! Amen. 
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Prayer Intentions 

1. May all grow in their awareness of the awesome, beautiful gift of 
human Life.  Let us pray to the Lord. Response:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

2. That those in the abortion industry will be converted and come to 
know the joy of appreciating the sanctity of Life.  Let us pray to the 
Lord.   

3. That those carrying the sadness of involvement in a past abortion 
may come to know the Lord's loving mercy through the Holy 
Sacraments of the Church. Let us pray to the Lord. 

4. That we may be blessed with strong leaders who will work to 
protect human life, from conception to natural death. Let us pray to 
the Lord. 

5. That all medical professionals will use their skills to heal and to 
preserve Life. Let us pray to the Lord. 

6. That the laws of our country will change to protect the gift of Life. 
Let us pray to the Lord. 

7. That all those who find themselves in crisis pregnancy may find the 
courage and support to bring their children to birth. Let us pray to the 
Lord. 

8. That married couples will remain open to the gift of new Life. Let us 
pray to the Lord. 

9. That the Holy Spirit will fill the hearts of all the faithful and 
strengthen them to work for the cause of Life. Let us pray to the Lord. 

Prayer for the closing of the abortion mill:  

Father, all life is in Your care.  You have entrusted us to one another, 
that we may show our brothers and sisters the same love You have for 
us. We pray, then, for the least among us, the children in the womb. 
Protect them from the violence of abortion. We pray for those that are 
scheduled to die at this abortion center and all abortion centers.   

Save them from death. Give new hope to their parents that they may 
turn away from the desperate act of abortion. Grant conversion to the 
abortionist and to the staff.  Show us how we are to respond to the 
bloodshed in our midst, and lead us to the day when this place of 
death will be transformed into a haven of life. Guard us with your joy 
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That the same eyes that read your Word 
Are the eyes that read the names on the ballot, 
And that they do not cease to be Christians 
When they enter the voting booth. 
 
Awaken your people to a commitment to justice 
To the sanctity of marriage and the family, 
To the dignity of each individual human life, 
And to the truth that human rights begin when human lives begin, 
And not one moment later. 
 
Lord, we rejoice today 
That we are citizens of your kingdom. May that make us all the more 
committed,  To being faithful citizens on earth. We ask this through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

SPEAKERS:  Clergy, 40DFL Leader Updates, Guest Speaker 

CLOSING Prayer:  

 

CLOSING HYMN:  Battle Hymn of the Republic 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord:  
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;  
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword:  
His truth is marching on.  
 
(Chorus)  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
His truth is marching on.  
 
I have seen Him in the watch-fires of a hundred circling camps,  
They have builded Him an altar in the evening dews and damps;  
I can read His righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps:  
His day is marching on.  
 
(Chorus)  
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Pledge of Re-Commitment 

I thank God today for the gift of my life, 
And for the lives of my brothers and sisters. 
I know I am responsible for the unborn who cannot speak for themselves. 
I know that the most serious tragedy of our day is the tragedy of abortion. 
Today I commit myself,  
never to be silent,  
never to be passive, 
never to be forgetful of the unborn. 
I commit myself to be active in the pro-life movement 
And never to stop defending life 
Until all my brothers and sisters are protected, 
And our nation once again becomes 
A nation with liberty and justice 
Not just for some, but for all. Amen! 
 

A Prayer for our Nation as we Prepare to Elect our Leaders 
O God, we acknowledge you today as Lord, 
Not only of individuals, but of nations and governments. 
We thank you for the privilege 
Of being able to organize ourselves politically 
And of knowing that political loyalty 
Does not have to mean disloyalty to you. 
 
We thank you for your law, 
Which our Founding Fathers acknowledged  
And recognized as higher than any human law. 
We thank you for the opportunity that this election year puts before us, 
To exercise our solemn duty not only to vote, 
But to influence countless others to vote, 
And to vote correctly. 
 
Lord, we pray that your people may be awakened. 
Let them realize that while politics is not their salvation, 
Their response to you requires that they be politically active. 
Awaken your people to know that they are not called to be a sect fleeing 
the world 
But rather a community of faith renewing the world. 
Awaken them that the same hands lifted up to you in prayer  
Are the hands that pull the lever in the voting booth; 
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and your peace, for in You, life is victorious. We pray in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Litany in Response to Abortion 

V/  Lord, have mercy. 
R/  Lord, have mercy 
 
V/  Christ, have mercy. 
R/ Christ, have mercy. 
 
V/ Lord, have mercy.  
R/  Lord, have mercy. 
 
V/  Christ, hear us. 
R/  Christ, graciously hear us.  
 
V/ God, the Father of Heaven,  

R/ have mercy on us.  

V/ God, the Son, Redeemer of the world,  

R/ have mercy on us.  

V/ God, the Holy Spirit,  

R/ have mercy on us.  

V/ Holy Trinity, One God,  

R/ have mercy on us.  

 

God the Father, Creator of the world,  

RESPONSE: Have mercy on us! 

God the Son, through whom all things were made,  

God the Holy Spirit, Lord and Giver of Life,  

Lord Jesus, the Beginning and the End, 

Lord Jesus, the Way, the Truth, and the Life,  

Lord Jesus, the Resurrection and the Life, 

Lord Jesus, Eternal Word of Life, 

Lord Jesus, living in the womb of the Virgin Mary,  

Lord Jesus, Lover of the poor and weak, 

Lord Jesus, Defender of the helpless, 

Lord Jesus, Bread of Life, 
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For every sin against life, 
For the sin of abortion, 
For the daily killing of innocent babies, 
For the bloodshed throughout our land, 
For the silent screams of Your children, 
For the killing of Your future disciples, 
For the exploitation of women by abortion, 
For the silence of Your people, 
For the apathy of Your people, 
For the co-operation of Your people in this tragedy, 
For our pre-born brothers and sisters killed by abortion,  
 
RESPONSE: Lord, hear our prayer. 
For our pre-born brothers and sisters threatened by abortion,  
For our brothers and sisters who have survived abortion,  
For mothers who have had abortions, 
For mothers tempted to have abortions, 
For mothers pressured to have abortions, 
For mothers who have refused to have abortions, 
For the fathers of aborted babies, 
For the families of aborted babies, 
For the families of those tempted to have abortions, 
For abortionists, 
For all who assist and cooperate in abortions, 
For doctors and nurses, that they may nurture life,  
For government leaders, that they may defend life,  
For the clergy, that they may speak up for life, 
For the pro-life movement, 
For those who speak, write, and work to end abortion,  
For those who help provide alternatives to abortion... 
For those who promote adoption, 
For national and local pro-life groups, 
For unity in the pro-life movement, 
For courage and perseverance in pro-life work, 
For those who suffer ridicule and rejection for their stand for life, 
For those imprisoned for defending life, 
For those who have been injured and mistreated for defending life,  
For legal professionals, 
For courts and judges, 
For police officers, 
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For educators, 
For media professionals, 
In thanksgiving for the babies saved from abortion, 
In thanksgiving for the mothers saved and healed from abortion, 
In thanksgiving for the former abortion providers who have become 
pro-life, 
In thanksgiving for all those who take a stand against abortion, 
In thanksgiving for the call to be part of the pro-life movement, 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, spare us, O Lord.  
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, graciously hear us, 
O Lord, Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us. 
 

Let us pray 

Almighty and ever-living God, You have created all things through Your 
Son Jesus Christ. He trampled the power of death by His Paschal 
Mystery. May all who acknowledge You promote the sacredness of life 
and always serve You faithfully, through the same Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Lenten Pro-life Prayer (During Lent) 

Father of all mercy,  
We thank you for this season of grace and light.  We know that sin has 
blinded us.  
Draw us ever closer to you, in prayer and penance.  
  
Since you, O God, are light itself,  
Give all your people a clearer understanding  
Of what is sin, and what is virtue.  
Grant in particular that we may see, as never before, the profound dig-
nity of every human life, including the vulnerable unborn children.  
  
Give us grace to defend 
Our brothers and sisters in the womb 
By our prayers, our words, 
And our self-sacrificing actions. 
We pray through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 


