
Report of Incidents on the sidewalk at Planned Parenthood Monday, October 12, 2020 

 

By Bob Snyder 

 

I was doing sidewalk advocacy on Monday, October 12.  
I had put out several signs attached together on the 
grass around signposts along the sidewalk.  See photo 
on the right. 

 

I had two signs at the base of the pole of the stop sign at 
the corner of Wolverine and Coral, one upright (the sign 
shown in the photo had been set upright) leaning up 
against the tree in the picture, and two at the base of 
the sign in the foreground as in the picture, all on public 
property.  An aerial map supplied by the City of Salem 
(labels added by Bob Snyder) indicates that public 
property here extends approximately 8 feet to the right 
of the sidewalk into the grass.  [To see the map copy this 
URL and paste it into your browser:  
tinyurl.com/yyj7ugvw  ] 

About 5:00 pm volunteer Adan Magana arrived to pray on the sidewalk.  About 5:30 he was praying near 
the exit from Planned Parenthood onto Coral Street.  I was on the 
sidewalk near the entrance from Wolvering Street.  Suddently I 
noticed a young man grabbing the signs from around the base of 
the stop sign at the corner of Wolverine and Coral.  To the right is 
a photo of the man taken during the second incident: 

 

As he walked toward me he grabbed the three remaining signs 
shown in the photo to the right.  I told him that they were my 
signs.  He said, “They’re my signs now!”  I said “That’s called 
theft!”  He headed back around the corner and walked toward 
Adan on the Coral Street sidewalk toward the two signs at the 
base of the sign down there.  Adan began walking toward him.  
The thief then got into a small red vehicle on Coral Street and went 
down the street.  The vehicle appeared to have a flat back panel 
with many stickers that appeared to be decals covering it from 
bottom to top, as I noticed when it showed up again an hour later. 
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Adan then came to where I was on the Wolverine Street sidewalk.  We were about halfway between the 
PP entrance and the corner of Wolverine and Coral.  We talked about an hour. 

Suddenly we saw this same person, accompanied by another young man, a young woman (appearing to 
be called, “Jesse” and Ellis” at one point) and 2 or 3 children coming from the other direction, that of 
Lancanster Drive, grabbing signs and the three “blessing bags” he is shown holding in his right hand in 
the above photo. 

Adan and I responded and followed them as I recorded this video [To watch it copy this URL and paste it 
into your browser:  tinyurl.com/yxwnmzoh  ].  You can hear the leader say, “You guys keep showing up 
here, we’re gonna come, keep coming back here and making you leave.” 

We allowed them to retreat into the Lancaster Commons apartment complex and returned to the 
Planned Parenthood sidewalk.  I retrieved one blessing bag they had left. 

Adan left about 6:45.  I remained on the sidewalk until 7:00, whereupon I dismantled the canopy I was 
using and put it in my car.  As I was standing by my car on the sidewalk on the other side of Wolverine 
Street, a man walked up past the front of the car and took my picture.  As he left, the red vehicle we had 
seen before associated with these people passed by on Wolverine toward Lancaster Commons. 

I traveled to St. Germaine Pregnancy Support Center a half block away and returned a sign there.  As I 
was about to back out of the parking space at St. Germaine, a car passed slowly behind me through the 
parking lot from the direction of Planned Parenthood, exited the parking lot and stopped before driving 
onto Wolverine.  I took a photo: 

I left and returned home by a circuitous route in case they 
would try to follow me home.  I believe I was not followed. 

I asked Pastor of Care and Evangelism Jim Cunningham of 
Salem First Baptist Church, where I attend, for advice, 
noting that a crime had been committed, so a police 
report was in order.  He agreed, advising me not to inform 
the 40 Days for Life volunteers in general until the police 
had responded to my report. 

At 10:00 pm I called the number the City of Salem website 
provided for making a non-emergency crime police report, 
(503.588.6123).  The police lady I talked to asked me for 
the color of the vehicle and the license number, but I 
could not supply them.  Neither could Adan.  I indicated I 
was confident the leader could be identified by 
appearance from the video footage I had taken, in spite of 
his wearing a mask. She said that we should have called 9-
1-1 while the crime was being committed so that the 
police might have been able to track them down.  I told 
her I had video footage that would aid in identifying the 
thieves.  When I asked, she said he was not sure the video 
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would be requested by the police.  She said I should not file a written criminal report.  Instead, I have 
submitted a version of this document to be attached to the report I gave orally by phone. 

She suggested that I send the photos of the perpetrators to the volunteers who come to the sidewalk 
subsequently, so they can identify them if they return and call the police immediately if they do 
anything illegal.  She ended the conversation saying that I would be called back to get a more detailed 
report.  I received this call-back Thursday during which I submitted a more detailed report and to which 
a version of this document I am told has been added. 

Later Monday night Adan and I cruised around Lancaster Commons and nearby neighborhoods to see if 
we could locate the perpetrators’ vehicle.  We did not find it. 

Tuesday morning, on the approval of Pastor Jim Cunningham, I texted the volunteers subsequently 
scheduled to be on the sidewalk that day the following messages: 

“It's Bob Snyder with 40 Days for Life.  
 
“Thank you for signing up for vigils today.   Don't be alarmed, but I wanted to let you know something 
that happened yesterday at Planned Parenthood while I was there, so you can be on the alert. 
 
“I was alone for several hours yesterday, so I put out some signs on public property to speak for me 
while I did sidewalk advocacy.  A new volunteer man, Adan Magana, came and joined me.  The people 
pictured below (screenshots from the video linked above) came and stole them.  They shouted 
obscenities at us.  I expect them to return sometime. 

 

 
“1) If they come and make you feel unsafe, immediately call 9-1-1.  
 
“2) If you can get a video of their vehicle do so.  
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“3) Then call me at 503-480-9374. 
 
“Thanks!” 
 
“Especially get the license plate number.  Memorize it if you can't get a photograph of it. 
 
“Thanks and God bless you.” 
 
“The vehicle involved yesterday wa[s] red, small and had stickers or decals all over the flat vertical back 
panel from top to bottom. 
 
“Unfortunately we did not get a photo of it.” 

None of the volunteers has as of 7:04 m Friday, October 16, reported the return of the thieves. 

Thank you very much. 

- Bob Snyder 
- Tuesday, October 13, 2020 
- Revised October 16, 2020 


