
Good News of Great Joy for the Poor! 

 

 

 

 

No matter how overwhelming the circumstances, we have ”good news of great joy” (Luke 2:10) to 

share with the poor and oppressed! 

 

All throughout the Old Testament it’s revealed that God sees their sufferings and promises to give 

them relief, provide for their needs, and deal with oppressors who “hotly pursue the poor” (from 

Psalm 10:2), the wicked who “lurks that he may seize the poor.” (Psalm 10:9b) 

 

“…he does not forget the cry of the afflicted.” (Psalm 9:12b) 

 

“And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place 

where it was written, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim 

good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to 

the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’ And he 

rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the 

synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, ‘Today this Scripture has been fulfilled 

in your hearing.’” (Luke 4:17-21) 

 

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 

abundantly.” (John 10:10) 

 

“Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 

I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have 

learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him 

who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:11-13) 

 

“For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth 

is named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power 

through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that 

you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is 

the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 

knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:14-19) 

 

“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the 

Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You 

know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to 

you. Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you 

also will live. In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.” (John 

14:16-20) 

 

Jesus made clear in the parable of the sheep and the goats that His followers are to be used by Him to 

bring relief and comfort to those who are suffering, and by the multiplication of the loaves and fish 

(twice!), and the net full of fish (twice!), He showed us that we can depend on God to do the 

incredible when we entrust our abilities and resources into His hands. 



But in His fast of 40 days just prior to the start of His public ministry, He showed us that fulfillment 

of need is ultimately with the strength that comes from His presence and His love. The incredible 

fellowship He has made possible for us with Our Creator, in which we are in Him and He is in us.  

 

The communion with God 24/7 for which we were created, but which sin disrupted. That is the 

greatest of satan’s oppressions. We were all made poor and spiritually dead because of sin. The 

ultimate fulfillment of God’s promises to restore, revive, redeem and vindicate the poor is in the new 

life we are given in Jesus, forgiven and set free from sin’s shackles, and placed in Jesus.  

 

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were 

dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ — by grace you have been saved — and 

raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the 

coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ 

Jesus.” (Ephesians 2:4-7) 

 

This is the fulfillment of our longings, the joy that cannot be taken away from us (John 16:22), the 

perfect freedom (2 Corinthians 3:17, John 8:36, etc.).  

 

“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the 

power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 

forever and ever. Amen.” (Ephesians 3:20-21) 

 


