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How to De-Clutter &
Simplify Your Life
Accumulating is easy; de-cluttering is
somewhat harder. Maybe you’re preparing for open homes or just want to
emulate Japanese organisation guru,
Marie Kondo. Whatever your motivation, getting rid of physical items you
no longer need can be extremely liberating—both mentally and physically.
But how do you go about it?
Rather than feel overwhelmed at the
thought of organising your entire
house, tackle small tasks one at a
time. Take an hour to tidy your utensil
drawer, sort out your medicine cabinet,
organise your bookshelf or rationalise
your magazines.
Organising doesn’t have to be
expensive. Instead of buying special
storage boxes, use what you already
have. Ice-cream containers, shoe boxes
or clean jars are great for small items
like measuring tapes, art supplies,
birthday candles, picture hooks and
batteries. Label them so you can see
what’s what.
When you’re ready to move onto larger
tasks, such as your wardrobe, put
aside enough time to get the job done
properly so you’re not left with a bigger
mess than when you started. Pull out
all your clothes, then go through each

Is “stuff” cramping your style? Liberate
yourself with de-cluttering.

item choosing to “keep”, “ditch” or
“donate” it. Be ruthless. If you’re really
hesitating over something, put it aside
for a week while you decide.
Whether you’re donating or chucking
unwanted items, you’ll need large
plastic rubbish bags or boxes to put
everything in. Deal with these as
quickly as possible once they’re full so
they don’t create more clutter.
Try to donate or sell as much as possible
instead of adding to landfill. You can list
items for free on sites like Neighbourly.
Rationalise your linen cupboard and give
your excess sheets, towels and blankets
to an animal shelter. Rolling your towels
instead of folding them is a great way to
keep your linen cupboard neat.
To avoid adding more clutter to your
newly organised home, think carefully
about new purchases and only buy
things you need or love.

Thinking of selling?
Call Conny TODAY
for a no obligation
appraisal.
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5 Cheviot Street, Mangawhai Heads
$1,600,000
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4 View Street, Maungaturoto

Real Estate Joins Fight
Against Crime
Who are you...really?
A passport, driver licence and recent
power bill are likely documents now
required to sell your home.
From 1 January 2019, real estate
agents must verify the identity of all
vendors before signing a marketing
agreement. This is to prevent property transactions being used to hide
“dirty” money.
The police estimate that overseas
criminals launder at least $1.35b
through dubious business activities
in New Zealand every year.
Although legitimate property investors sometimes purchase a property
for cash, sight unseen, without ever
meeting an agent, it’s
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To avoid this, all vendors now have
to front up with the appropriate
identification, among other requirements, before selling.
The Anti-Money Laundering and
Countering Financing of Terrorism
Act is quite complex. If your home
is owned by a Trust or registered
company, as well as personal identification for Trustees, Directors,
Shareholders and other parties,
you’ll also need to provide the Trust
Deed or Certificate of Incorporation.
Awkwardly, you may also be asked
about the source of funds or accumulated wealth. This is not your
agent being nosey—this is now
required by law and all real estate
professionals have undertaken compliance training.
So when you give me the go ahead
to put your house on the market,
please don’t be offended if the conversation sounds like an episode of
Border Patrol (even if I’ve known you
for years). The same rules now apply
to everyone in order to counteract
crime and terrorism.
It also means it’s even more
important to choose an agent you
can trust. Please call me if you’re
thinking of selling.

Real Estate Trends
Month

FOR SALE

Median Sales
Price $

No.
sales

Northland Region
Dec-17

440,000

185

Dec-18

480,000

166

Dec-17

812,500

149

Dec-18

855,000

Rodney District

120
Source: REINZ

Book a FREE APPRAISAL
with Conny
today, and
receive a FREE
Ezy coffee
cup for your
takeout hot
drink! We care about the
environment.
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Just for a Laugh

Eighty-five year old Derek was driving
down the motorway to visit family when his phone rang. It was his
daughter, sounding worried.
“Dad, I've just heard on the news there’s
a car going the wrong way on State
Highway One. Please be careful!”
“I know,” said Derek. “But it’s not just
one car going the wrong way—there's
hundreds of them!”

Thinking of selling this summer?
Call me to find out how much
your home is worth.

Conny Foster

87 Rangiora Road, Kaiwaka
Offers over $610,000.
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D6/71 Moir Street
$245,000

Gold Card
Holders
We offer a 10% discount on
total commission for Vendors with a
Super Gold Card. Call Conny for details.
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Continued... possible for criminals
to exploit this “hands-off” process in
order to conceal proceeds of crime
or the financing of terrorism.
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