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Meet the Neighbours—
They Could Save Your Life
We all know it’s important to prepare
for a natural disaster with a wellstocked survival kit. But if the worst
were to happen in your town or suburb,
there’s another resource that could be
just as valuable in helping you and your
Strong neighbourhood connections create
family to survive: your neighbours.
Research shows that communities with
strong social networks recover better in
times of disaster. As well as the obvious
advantage of sharing resources there
is increased resilience—the ability to
recover from shocks—that results from
strong connections with others. Those
living closest to you may be the only
ones who can reach you in the immediate aftermath of an earthquake, flood
or fire. And in the weeks and months
that follow, they’re also the people who
can best relate to the upheaval and
loss you’ve all experienced.
But it’s not just in times of disaster that
a strong community spirit is important.
A connected community looks out for
each other and provides support to
the elderly, young families and those
without nearby family. Knowing and
connecting with neighbours enhances
your general well-being too; there’s a
strong sense of security in being surrounded by friends and familiar faces.

safer and more resilient communities.

Knowing your neighbours gives you
access to practical help like babysitters
and tradespeople. You’ll find advice,
local recommendations, job opportunities and even a friendly hug when
needed.
A connected neighbourhood is more
secure. When neighbours know each
other they’re much more likely to
notice and report suspicious activity.
Even your pets will benefit when your
neighbours recognise them and know
where they live.
So if you don’t already know your
neighbours, make it your mission this
weekend to pop over and introduce
yourself. Ideally, aim to know the
names and contact details of at least
four neighbours.

Neighbours Day Aotearoa is celebrated
22-31 March 2019. For more information
visit www.neighboursday.org.nz.

Thinking of selling?
Call Conny TODAY
for a no obligation
appraisal.
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D6/71 Moir Street, Mangawhai
PRICE REDUCED - Offers Invited

SOLD

5 Cheviot Street, Mangawhai Heads
$1,500,000

7 Seconds to Impress
Why Professional Photographs
Are Now an Essential Sales Tool
7 seconds. That’s how long you have
to impress a potential buyer viewing
your home on-line.
In those few moments your photos
need to:
a) grab their attention: “Hey, this
looks nice!”;
b) capture their imagination: the
buyer begins to picture themselves
relaxing in your garden or their
children enjoying your spacious,
open-plan living area; and
c) urge them to take action.
The more people that take action—
enquire or visit your open homes,
the better chance you have to
achieve the maximum sale price.
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So if you have only 7 seconds
to impress and get on a buyer’s
shortlist, you need high quality, professional photographs.
Angles, lighting, positioning of furniture and other techniques used
by professionals will maximize your
home’s appeal to make it standout
and look as inviting as possible.

Month

SOLD
No.
sales

Median

Northland Region
Jan-18

425,000

151

Jan-19

485,000

138

Jan-18

855,000

111

Jan-19

849,000

Rodney District

121

4 View Street, Maungaturoto
$355,000

Source: REINZ

It’s a small, upfront investment but
professional photography is now
essential to create a lasting impression at that first point of contact. You
may save a few dollars initially by
taking photos yourself but if those
images fail to entice buyers to find
out more, you may miss the opportunity to maximise your sale price.

SPECIAL OFFER!

(A great camera doesn’t automatically create a great photographer!)
So when selling, I always recommend
the services of a professional photographer to grab buyers’ attention with
high-quality, eye-catching images.

Thinking of Selling?

“Don’t wait until you reach your
goal to be proud of yourself.
Be proud of every step you take.”
Karen Salmansohn
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Just for a Laugh
Due to the economic downturn, an
unemployed biologist was having difficulty finding a new job when he saw
a position advertised at the zoo.
In the interview, the manager told
him that their only gorilla, a star
attraction, had recently died and it
would be sometime before they could
replace it. Meanwhile, they needed
someone to dress up as the gorilla
and pretend to be the animal.
The biologist was quite embarrassed,
but being desperate for money he
accepted the job.
The next day, the biologist put on a
gorilla suit and headgear and entered

Conny Foster

the cage from the rear. Visitors smiled
and threw bread. After a while, the
biologist really got into the act. He
jumped up and down, beat his chest
and roared as people cheered.
The following day, the biologist
entered the wrong cage by accident
and found himself staring at a lion.
The lion roared and rushed toward
him. The scared biologist turned and
ran screaming, “Help! Help!”
The lion leaped onto the gorilla,
knocked him to the ground and
whispered in his ear, “Hey, it’s me,
Howard, your former co-worker. Shut
up or we’ll both lose our jobs!”
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Book a FREE APPRAISAL
with Conny today, and
receive a FREE Ezy coffee
cup for your
takeout hot
drink! We care
about the
environment.
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Solution: Drum, Mist, Muck, Murk, Musk, Must, Scum, Skim, Smut, Trim, Midst, Music,
Scrim, Scrum, Smirk, Strum, Tumid, Dictum, Truism. 9-Letter Word: DRUMSTICK

Please call me anytime. I’d be
delighted to give you a no obligation
estimate of how much your home is
worth and offer free marketing advice.

WORD WHEEL: Create as many words
of 4 letters or more using the given letters once only but always including the
middle letter. Do not use proper names
or plurals. See if you can find the 9-letter
word using up all letters.

