
Minutes 
Design Review Board 
November 8, 2017 
 
Present: Susan Vollaro, Jen Koffel, Dan Martin, Deborah Kruskal 
 
 
435 Boston Post Rd. 
The Paper Store 
Donald McCarthy presented an application for a 41 square-foot, wall-mounted primary sign.  
 
The Board discussed whether the sign met the dimensional requirements of the bylaws. The applicant 
thought that the 80’ building frontage allowed for 42 square feet of signage, but the Board informed the 
applicant that the primary sign can be no more than 75% of the allowance per 3261a of the bylaws. Even 
accounting for the area of the name and present logo separately, the Board estimated the sign was 
37.75 square feet which is in excess of the 31.5 square feet allowed by the bylaws.  
 
Mr. Martin suggested that the sign be reduced by 5% to conform with the bylaws. The applicant 
indicated that the signs are manufactured to the dimensions presented and that it would be somewhat 
difficult to manufacture them to a smaller custom size.  
 
The Board then chose to discuss the merits of the design and location of the sign as presented. The 
Board agreed that the existing sign is too small and difficult to read and that the new sign is an 
improvement in terms of scale and legibility. Several members of the Board were concerned that the 
sign as presented was too low on the sign band and that it should be high enough to give it some 
breathing space while not being obstructed by the gooseneck lighting. The Board and the applicant 
agreed that it could be raised and that it may be reasonable to offset it somewhat from center of the 
doors so that the largest portion of the present logo would not be blocked by the lighting.  
 
The applicant also indicated that the sign would consist of backlit halo letters, but that they would not 
be illuminated so that the sign would not need to be further reduced in size to conform with the bylaws. 
Mr. Martin suggested that, since the sign would need to go before the ZBA anyway, the applicant could 
also seek a variance for the lighting. The Board, however, was split as to whether or not the halo lighting 
was appropriate at the size proposed.  
 
Because the applicant plans on having only the primary sign, and because the sign area is still less than 
the total amount allowed by the bylaws, the Board voted unanimously to support the applicant’s appeal 
to the ZBA provided that the sign is centered on the vertical and the gift logo is moved between the 
sconces.  
 
Miscellaneous 
The Board approved the minutes of August 18 and September 13, 2017. 
The Board met with Marcia Glatt, an applicant for the vacant position. 
The Board discussed various portions of the Open Meeting regulations and how they pertain to the 
business of the Board. 
The Board reviewed the meeting schedule for 2018 and made changes to the November and December 
dates based on the dates of Thanksgiving and Christmas. 


