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TOWN OF SUDBURY
Town Manager Newsletter
March 2016

Message from the Town Manager
Dear Residents,
It has been a busy few weeks here in Sudbury and I’m so excited to be a part of it.
We hosted a Special Town Meeting, where residents voted to leave the Minuteman School District and to
allow the Board of Selectmen to sell the old police station.
All of the other 16 towns in the Minuteman district have now voted to approve the new regional
agreement. Five other communities joined us in leaving the district, and just last week the Commissioner
of the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education approved the agreement. This is an exciting
time for Sudbury and for the education of our students, and I’m looking forward to seeing what great
programming we‘ll find for Sudbury students.
Annual Town Meeting is scheduled to begin on
May 2, and working with the Finance Committee,
the three cost centers have finalized a budget that is
both prudent and progressive. It allows us to
maintain services across the board and improve
services for students and seniors. We have added a
much needed Hazardous Waste Collection Day to
help residents maintain safety in their homes.
I’d like to thank Susan Berry, the Chairwoman of
the Finance Committee. She has dedicated
countless hours and nights to the finances of
Sudbury and should be applauded and recognized
for her efforts.

Show above: The St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon hosted
by the Senior Center was held on March 17, 2016.

Since the last newsletter, we have hired a new police
officer. Just this week, Officer Wayne Shurling, Jr.
was promoted to Police Sergeant. Sergeant Shurling has served Sudbury as a detective for several years.
Thank you, Sergeant for helping to make Sudbury a safer place.
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Over the past weeks, I have gotten to discuss the Eversource transmission line project with many of you. I
continue to be impressed with the tenacity and commitment of Sudbury residents. I look forward to
continuing to work with you on this important project. Please visit the website for more information and
sign up for updates on the project here: https://sudbury.ma.us/email-lists/eversource-email-list/
Annual Town Election is on Monday, March 28th. Residents will be voting on two important issues:
whether to extend the senior citizen property tax exemption and whether the Police Department will leave
the Civil Service system.
I’m looking forward to seeing many of you at Town Meeting on May 2nd. Thank you to those who
stopped by the well-attended Town Manager Office Hours on March 15th. I will be continuing my office
hours on April 21 at 10AM at the Senior Center at Fairbank. I hope you will come by to visit me there.
Best,
Melissa Murphy Rodrigues, Esq., Town Manager

From the Selectmen’s Office
February 10
Board members met jointly with the Finance
Committee during discussion of FY17 proposed
budget scenarios.
February 23
The Board met with the Finance Committee to
discuss articles for the Annual Town Meeting as
well as continue discussion of the FY17 budget.
Acceptance of the FY15 audited financial
statements as well as the signing of the Town
Election warrant were both voted. The Board
decided to draft a letter to the attention of the
Zoning Board regarding the Sudbury Station
LLC Comprehensive Permit.
February 24
The Board met in Executive Session to discuss
issues pertaining to the Wayside Inn and the
Eversource Transmission Line Project.
March 2
The Board met in Executive Session regarding
collective bargaining strategy with Civilian
Dispatchers Teamsters Local 25.
March 7
The Board met jointly with the Finance
Committee to discuss and make

recommendations on Annual Town Meeting
articles.
March 8
A large contingent of residents attended the
meeting to express concerns about the proposed
Eversource Transmission Line Project.
Environmental conditions at the former
Raytheon site were discussed as well as
representation by Board members on the
development agreement negotiating team for the
property. A letter addressed to the Zoning Board
regarding concerns with the Sudbury Station
Comprehensive Permit application was voted
and signed. Next steps for withdrawal from the
Minuteman School District were discussed. The
FY 17 Budget that was presented by the Finance
Committee was voted. Publicizing information
regarding Town Election ballot questions as well
as the Board’s positions on Town Meeting
articles were also discussed.
Please note: The above description reflects some of
the agenda items discussed at recent Board meetings.
They are not meant to be exhaustive of materials
received by the Board or all comments on agenda
items. For further meeting details, please go to
SudburyTV.org to replay the meeting or view the
Board of Selectmen meeting minutes, found at:
https://sudbury.ma.us/boardofselectmen/meetings/
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Assessors’ Office
March is all about Excise!
The staff in the Assessing Department has
worked diligently to finalize the 1st commitment
of Motor Vehicle Excise tax for calendar year
2016. The collaboration between the Tax
Collection and Assessing Departments has
resulted in the Town issuing close to 16,000
bills, with expected collections over $2,900,000.
If you haven’t already received your 2016 motor
vehicle excise tax bill it should be arriving
shortly.
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 6A
governs the ins and outs of excise tax.
Each year Sudbury typically issues over 19,000
motor vehicle excise tax bills thru various
commitments or bill runs. Motor vehicle excise
tax is an important source of revenue for cities
and towns. Sudbury’s calendar year 2015 motor
vehicle commitments yielded over $3,600,000 in
excise revenue. Each year we typically process
over a thousand excise abatements. Motor
vehicle excise is based on the calendar year
(January through December). The excise bills
issued recently assume that the vehicle billed
will be on the road through December 31, 2016.
The tax bill information originates from the
Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles.
There are now many Registry transactions which
may be carried out on line. It is easier than ever
to conduct some registry business electronically.
Several routine processes include changing an
address (mailing, place garaging or both),
renewing a registration or canceling a
registration: https://www.massrmv.com/
How are excise bills calculated?
Excise is based on the value of the motor vehicle
as determined by the Commissioner of Revenue
upon certain percentages of the original
manufacturer’s list price in the designated year

of manufacture. The excise valuation is not
based on the actual purchase price or "book
value" of the vehicle. The percentages set forth
in the statutory depreciation schedule that are
applied to manufacturer's list price are as
follows:
In the year preceding the designated year of
manufacture 50%
In the designated year of manufacture 90%
In the second year 60%
In the third year 40%
In the fourth year 25%
In the fifth and succeeding years 10%
Please note: condition, market value and mileage
are not considerations in determining the value,
nor is age after the 5th year.
The rate of $25 per thousand is applied to the
value of the vehicle according to the established
depreciation schedule. Generally speaking,
excise is levied for a full calendar year and is
assessed by the community where the motor
vehicle is customarily garaged on January 1st. If
a vehicle is registered after January 31st the
excise issued in that year is pro-rated. The prorata amount is calculated monthly (even if the
vehicle is registered for just one day in the
month the entire month is billed). The following
typifies yearly excise liability for a new Jeep
Wrangler registered in October of 2015:
2016 Jeep Wrangler MSRP: $24,500.00
Expected
Tax Year
Valuation
Tax
2015
$12,250
$77
3 months
2016
$22,050
$551
12 months
2017
$14,700
$367
12 months
2018
$9,800
$245
12 months
2019
$6,000
$153
12 months
2020
&succeeding
years
$2,450
$61
12 months
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Excise Tax Abatement
Reasons to abate:
•Vehicle sold, traded or donated and registration
transferred. If during the course of the calendar
year you trade, sell or donate your vehicle and
transfer the registration to another vehicle you
may be entitled to an abatement.
•Vehicle sold, traded or donated and registration
canceled. If during the course of the calendar
year you trade, sell or donate your vehicle and
cancel the registration you may be entitled to an
abatement.
•Vehicle declared a total loss and registration
transferred or canceled. In the unfortunate event
of having a vehicle declared a total loss and the
registration is either transferred to another
vehicle or canceled an abatement may be
sanctioned.
•Vehicle re-registered out of state and Mass
registration canceled. If you move out of state
and re-register the vehicle in the new state and
cancel your Massachusetts registration you may
entitled to an abatement. Simply moving the
vehicle out of Massachusetts is not in itself
reason to abate, the vehicle must be re-registered
in the new state. As long as the Massachusetts
registration remains active the Massachusetts
excise tax remains in force.
https://www.massrmv.com/
Reasons not to abate:
•Move from Sudbury to another Massachusetts
community during the calendar year. You pay
only one city or town per year for excise and it
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is whichever community the vehicle is garaged
in on January 1st. The new municipality will not
bill you until the next tax year. Please keep in
mind you must change your address with the
Registry of Motor Vehicles to ensure that you
are billed from the new community going
forward.
•The excise is already at the minimum
allowable. The excise minimum is $5.00. If your
bill is calculated at the minimum or the $
amount of the abatement is less than $5.00, no
abatement is warranted
•You neglect to transfer or cancel the
registration on a vehicle you sold, traded or
donated. If you neglect to either transfer the
registration to another vehicle, or cancel the
registration, there may be no abatement.
Please click here for a Motor Vehicle Excise
Abatement Application.
The Assessing Department manages requests for
motor vehicle abatement and exemptions. If you
have questions regarding abatements please
contact our office at 978-639-3393 or
assessors@sudbury.ma.us.
Submitted by: Cynthia Gerry, Director of
Assessing
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Conservation Department
Due to the relatively mild winter with little snow
cover, the Conservation Commission and staff
have worked through the winter months with
applicants to ensure projects proceed smoothly
and follow state and local regulations.
Conservation will have several very large
projects in front of them, including Eversource,
National Development/Avalon Bay and Sudbury
Station, and over the next several months, the
Commission expects to thoroughly review each
one for any issues within the Commission’s
jurisdiction.
Many trees have come down throughout the
Winter from storms. Please remember to check
the distance from your home to any wetlands
before you have trees removed so that no
unintended violations take place. For more
information, please visit our webpage and refer
to the Wetlands Bylaw.
Amphibian Migration
From Conserve Wildlife Foundation:
We all know that “April showers bring May
flowers,” but the earlier rains of March stir up
beauties of a different kind. When the first
Spring raindrops hit the barely-thawed ground
and night falls on the forest, a menagerie of
frogs, salamanders, and toads emerge from their
winter burrows to jump-start the season. These
amphibians – the spotted salamanders, wood
frogs, spring peepers, and others – are anxious to
get to their
breeding pools
and lay their
eggs.
The waters that
they choose are
called vernal
pools because
they fill with

rainwater,
snowmelt, and
rising
groundwater in
early spring but
then dry up as
summer
advances. The
pools are thus
temporary and
cannot support
fish, meaning
fewer predators for the amphibian eggs and
young. But to survive the dry-out themselves,
the new generation of amphibians must race to
complete metamorphosis and leave the pool
before the water does.
So that’s what all the haste is about. Under
perfect conditions of warm (>40ºF), thawing,
nighttime rains, there may be hundreds or even
thousands of amphibians moving at once toward
the same breeding pool. The darkness and the
rain allow them to move stealthily over the
landscape, hidden from predators like the owl
and raccoon. Most people will never notice their
migration either.
The problem in a place like Massachusetts is
that we’ve criss-crossed a web of roads and
developments across the land. Habitat loss aside,
many of our frogs, salamanders, and toads must
now challenge traffic in order to get where they
need to go.
A single vehicle can crush dozens of these slowmoving animals as they try to cross the road
during migration. From the driver’s seat they
may look like mere twigs, leaves, or raindrops
bouncing off the road. With high mortality rates
year after year, it doesn’t take long for a
population to nose-dive.
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While attempts have been made to help facilitate
the migration of these critters in Sudbury, it is
very difficult to do so without building canals
for them under the roadways. Be sure to keep an
eye out for our little friends in the coming

months and check out our website for more
information on vernal pools.

Submitted by: Kirsten Roopenian, Conservation
Department

Department of Public Works
Construction Projects
With mild weather conditions, the DPW was
able to get a jump start on construction projects

including the retaining wall in front of Town
Hall and the fieldstone wall connecting Grinnell
Park and 29 Hudson Road.

Shown above: The ground being prepared for
installation of walls in Town Center.

Submitted by: Bill Place, Director of Public
Works
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Fairbank Community Center

Please join the Fairbank Community Center
Task Force on April 14th, 2016 to learn more
about the future plans for the facility. There will
be a presentation at 10:00am and at 7:30pm,
with an open house and tours of the building
starting at 5pm
and ending at
7:00pm.
The Fairbank
Community
Center Task
Force was
established in
2013 to assess
the capacity of
the existing
building to
meet the
current and future
program needs of the Park and Recreation
Department, including the Teen Center, the
Atkinson Pool and the Senior Center.
The assessment has concluded, and today the
Task Force is requesting design funds for a new
multigenerational community center. The
request is based on two distinct and equally
compelling reasons.
1.
The deteriorating condition of the
current building. The independent engineering
and architectural Feasibility Study concluded
that it does not make financial sense to replace
the roof given the age and current state of the
building. Specifically, the report concluded that
the older section of the building (constructed in
1958) is deficient in that it does not meet current
building codes. In fact, the minimum investment
required to bring the old building up to code and

make modest renovations to the newer portions
is approximately $12M range over the next ten
years. Even with this investment, the building
would still not meet the current or future
program needs of the community.
2. The demand for
recreation and
senior programs.
The year-long
Feasibility Study
included a thorough
assessment of the
current and future
recreation and
senior program
needs, a detailed
market analysis and
consideration of
demographic statistics
and projections. The study concluded that the
current and future demands are not being met at
this time due to significant space and program
constraints in the current building. The detailed
analysis, supporting data and definition of the
unmet needs are also outlined in the Feasibility
Study.
As a result of the reasons noted above, the
Fairbank Community Center Task Force has
determined that the best option is to replace
most of the building and refurbish the pool. In
addition, the Task Force is recommending
pursuing the conceptual design that best meets
the program needs of Sudbury residents and user
groups today and in the future.

Submitted by Jim Kelly, Combined Facilities
Director
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Goodnow Library
Protecting our Valuable Historic Resources UPDATE!
The library has long needed to address a variety
of issues related to managing and preserving its
many papers and artifacts. We are pleased to
report significant progress. First, the Community
Preservation Committee has voted to approve
our request to migrate the Sudbury Archives to a
new software platform. This will go to a vote at
Town Meeting in May—please be sure to attend
and vote to support this article!
Secondly, we have begun to itemize the artifacts
in our collection thanks to a small corps of
enthusiastic volunteers. Eventually, images of
artifacts will be available on our website and we
will begin to coordinate themed exhibits. We are
concurrently working to organize the print
collections that include local history, genealogy,
the original 1862 collection and local authors.

Finally, we are pleased to announce that the
library’s 150-year timeline, created for its
sesquicentennial in 2013 has been digitized and
is available on our website. It includes images
and facts relating to the library’s history, notable
residents, and historical events.
Please stay tuned for exciting developments in
our historic collections.
It’s Tax Season and the library can help!
We have a selection of forms and instructions,
and everything we don’t have in
hand, has been gathered together
conveniently on the Tax Forms
page of our website. Please do let us
know if you need help finding
anything on the IRS or MA
Department of Revenue websites. We are here to
help!
Recent E-book Purchases

Shown above: An excerpt from the Goodnow
Library Timeline. July, 1887: Librarian Helen
Hurlbut as a young girl. Her salary is
$100/year. Photo courtesy of Natalie Eaton.

We hope this selection of ebooks gets you
through the last vestiges of winter. For a
selection of physical books, check out our
Reader’s Corner here, where we list our newest
books.

March 2016

9 of 11

Special Programs for Children
Family Adventures in Reading (FAIR) Program:
Saturdays, March 5, 12 & 19 and April 2, 9 &
16, 2:00-3:30 PM
Join us on Saturdays this spring as we explore
stories that deal with topics such as fairness,
courage, dreams, and determination! This
family program, designed for children ages 6 &
up, will be led by professional storyteller George
Capaccio. Since 2009, Mass Humanities has
been offering the FAIR program in libraries
across the state. We are honored that Goodnow
Library has been selected to host a FAIR
program this year and we hope you will
participate!
At a time
when
families are
drawn in
multiple
directions,
telling the
right story
at the right
time can
bring
caregivers and children closer together. Families
are encouraged to register for as many sessions

as possible but drop-ins are also welcome.
Registration can be completed by contacting
Amy Stimac at astimac@minlib.net or 978-4405544. This program is generously presented by
Mass Humanities.
Read-to-a-Dog Program
Every other Monday afternoon this spring,
children in grades Kindergarten through fifth are
invited to select a book
to read to a furry
friend! All of the dogs
and handlers who
participate have been
certified as therapy dogs by an accredited
organization.
Registration for each session will open two
weeks in advance. Each session lasts 15 minutes
and is intended for one child only. Sessions are
held at 4:00, 4:15, 4:30, 4:45, 5:00 and 5:15, so
please register for your desired time slot.
Registration is required; please sign up for
individual sessions online at
https://goodnowlibrary.org/calendar
Submitted by: Esmé Green, Library Director

Board of Health
Zika Virus Advisory
Zika virus disease (Zika) is a disease caused by
Zika virus that is spread to people primarily
through the bite of an infected Aedes species
mosquito. There is a consensus that two Aedes
species are responsible for the recent spread of
the virus. Aedes aegypti is considered to be the
primary vector in the current outbreak and
Aedes albopictus is believed to be a secondary
vector. The range of Ae. aegypti includes
tropical and sub-tropical areas plus areas within
the southern United States. The northern limits
for Ae. aegypti currently includes Florida, the

gulf coast states, Texas, southern California and
Hawaii. It seems unlikely that even with climate
change that Ae. aegypti will reach a northern
location such as Massachusetts. Most of the
evidence suggests that there will not be a
significant outbreak of Zika Virus outside of
areas where Ae. aegypti are found.
In September 2014, one Ae. albopictus was
collected in a gravid trap set out in Charlestown
by the Suffolk County Mosquito Control
Project. Despite intensive trapping efforts by the
Suffolk County MCP during the remainder of
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2014 and the 2015 season, no other Ae.
albopictus have been found in Boston. The
current plan is to continue surveillance efforts to
look for Ae. albopictus.
Symptoms
The most common symptoms of Zika are fever,
rash, joint pain, and conjunctivitis (red eyes).
The illness is usually mild with symptoms
lasting for several days to a week after being
bitten by an infected mosquito. People usually
don’t get sick enough to go to the hospital, and
they very rarely die of Zika. For this reason,
many people might not realize they have been
infected. Once a person has been
infected, he or she is likely to be
protected from future infections.
Symptoms usually last from several days
to 1 week. Guillian-Barre syndrome
(muscle weakness) has been reported in patients
following suspected Zika infection. In Brazil,
reported increased cases of microcephaly in
infants has been associated with the increase in
Zika virus.
Because there is no vaccine or prophylactic
medication available to prevent Zika, the Center
for Disease Control (CDC) and the
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
(MDPH) recommends that all pregnant women
consider postponing travel to areas where Zika
virus transmission is ongoing. Pregnant women
should discuss their mosquito exposure with
their physician.

Sexual transmission of the Zika virus from
infected men is possible and has been
documented rarely. Until more is known, men
who reside in or have traveled to an area of
active Zika virus transmission who have a
pregnant partner should abstain from sexual
activity or consistently and correctly use latex
condoms during sexual activity for the duration
of the pregnancy.
Prevention
Avoiding mosquito bites is also important.
Mosquito prevention recommendations:
• Wearing long sleeves and pants
• Eliminate all unnatural receptacles of
stagnant water from your yard
• Using U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA)- registered insect
repellants
• Using permethrin (insect repellant)
treated clothing
• Staying and sleeping in screened-in or air
conditioned rooms
Sudbury is a member of the Eastern Middlesex
Mosquito Control Project which provides
prevention, surveillance, and control of the
mosquito population.
For more information please go to
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/
Submitted by: Phyllis Schilp BSN, RN, Board of
Health Nurse

Town Clerk
This month last year, we were writing about
shrinking snowbanks being one sign of an
impending spring. Rather than coming in like a
lion and going out like a lamb this year, our
March is coming in with an election and going

out with…an election. March 1st was the
Presidential Primary where 53% of Sudbury’s
registered 12,322 voters participated. The
Town’s complete primary results may be viewed
on our website.
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Annual Town Election
The 2016 Annual Town Election will be held
Monday, March 28, 2016. The ballot, which
contains two questions in addition to the
fourteen board and committee positions, may be
viewed online in advance.
Polls open on Election Day at 7:00 a.m. and
close at 8:00 p.m. Precincts 1, 1A, 2, & 5 vote at
the Fairbank Community Center (40 Fairbank
Road) and Precincts 3 & 4 vote at Town Hall
(322 Concord Road).
The deadline to apply for an absentee ballot is
Friday, March 25, at 5:00 p.m. More information
can be found online: Absentee Ballot
Information.
Dog Licensing
March 31 is the last day to obtain a dog license
without incurring a late fee. Applications for dog
licensing can be found inside the census packet,
at the Town Clerk’s Office, or on our website.
All dogs aged six months or older must be
licensed. Beginning April 1, a late penalty fee of
$25 will be assessed for each unlicensed dog, in
addition to the regular licensing fee.
Census
The majority of the Town’s households have
returned their census forms since they were sent
to residents in January. There is still time to send
back completed forms as required by State law.
Residents should verify or correct all
information, sign, and return the census for
processing by the Town Clerk’s Office. The data
from the census is used to compile the Sudbury
voter list, Sudbury school planning, and other
reports required by Massachusetts General Law,
therefore all members of the household should
be included. If a resident needs a replacement
census form, or has any questions, please contact
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the Town Clerk’s Office at
clerk@sudbury.ma.us or 978-639-3351.
A completed census can be returned by mail or
hand-delivered to drop-off boxes located outside
the Town Clerk’s Office (322 Concord Road)
and the Flynn Building (278 Old Sudbury
Road).
Annual Town Meeting
The Annual Town Meeting is scheduled for May
2-4, 2016. Please note that the last day to
register to vote in order to be eligible to vote at
Town Meeting is Tuesday, April 12, 2016. The
Town Clerk’s Office will be open until 8:00
p.m. that evening in order to receive voter
registrations. It is also possible to register to vote
online at www.registertovotema.com.
Submitted by: Veronica W. Craven, Asst. Town
Clerk

Open*House*&*Public*Forum**
*

For*a*New**
Fairbank*Community*Center*
T HURSDAY , * A PRIL* 14*
Public*Forum:*10:00am*and*
7:30pm*
Open*House*&*Tours:*5F7pm*
Fairbank*Community*Center*
40*Fairbank*Road *

COME%SHARE%YOUR%INPUT%
Some*Background:%The%Fairbank%Community%Center%Task%Force%was%established%in%
2013%to%assess%the%capacity%of%the%existing%building%to%meet%the%current%and%future%
program%needs%and%goals%of%the%Park%and%Recreation%Department,%including%the%Teen%
Center%and%the%Atkinson%Pool,%and%the%Senior%Center.%The%assessment%has%been%
concluded%and%conceptual%designs%have%been%produced.%The%Task%Force%will%be%
requesting%design%funds%for%a%new%Fairbank%multigenerational%community%center%at%
the%annual%Town%Meeting%in%May%via%Article%33.%%

%

The*Public*Forum:%The%Task%Force%is%hosting%an%Open%House%with%tours%and%a%
Public%Forum%to%provide%an%opportunity%for%residents%to%learn%more%about%the%plans%
for%the%new%Fairbank%Community%Center%Feasibility%Study%and%Conceptual%Design.%
Tours%of%the%current%center%will%run%from%5Q7pm.%%This%will%be%followed%by%a%
presentation%and%Q&A%session%with%the%Task%Force%at%7:30pm.%An%additional%Public%
Forum%is%being%held%at%10:00am.%%
Please%join%us!%
The*complete*Feasibility*Study*can*be*viewed*at:*
https://sudbury.ma.us/fairbankstudy/fairbankFcommunityFcenterFfeasibilityF
studyF2015march/*
%
This Event is Sponsored by Sudbury’s Fairbank Community Task Force

