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Guidance notes for the Stapleford vigil

EMERGENCY CONTACT LIST:
	John (coordinating Sun-Fri)
	07757 815625

	Alan 
	07582 840930

	Dave P (coordinating Sat)
	07954 054778

	David A & Dave P (press)
	07845 620467

	Carol (support for women)
	07792 209114

	Louise 
	07866 950343

	Adeleine 
	07871 740087

	Marie 
	07948 151264



WHAT TO DO IF…
A member of staff from the medical centre tells you we must go away?
be polite, and stay put. Let John know what was said as soon as possible. 
A police officer tells you we must leave the venue? 
· cooperate.
· Politely ask the police officer to tell you his/her name and collar number. Also, the reason why he/she is asking you to leave. Record these details.
· Go from our vigil spot and continue the vigil at a distance.  Let John know as soon as possible, giving the details you have recorded, and we will seek legal advice.
You are insulted or abused by a member of the public?
make a note. Write down exactly what is said, word for word, and your response (notebook and pen required). Do not respond with abuse. 
You are threatened or feel intimidated physically?
 call the police immediately on 999, and let John know as soon as possible. If you wish to report an incident which is not urgent, call 111 and ask for PS Simon Boyles. 
You are approached by a woman/man who asks for help and advice?
One member of the vigil should speak to the person: suggest going to somewhere quiet and private: and offer support. This could be providing a telephone number for prolife counselling/advice, or for material support (via SCPSC). Make sure you are carrying cards with the appropriate telephone numbers. 
For post abortion counselling, offer the ARCH number/card. 
You are approached by medical centre staff, who challenge our belief that abortion involves killing a child? 
If you feel able to, engage them in conversation. Remain calm and polite at all times, even if they sound aggressive. Be aware of the facts about the development of the unborn child; and have some materials to offer which support your case. Don’t feel that you have to convince them there and then – simply show that our prolife position is reasonable, intelligent and based on evidence. 
Always show compassion to the women involved – they are often victims also, and we are not in the business of judging people. 
Your hour has come to an end, and no-one has arrived to take over? 
Call the vigil coordinator for that day (see front page), or the person who should be relieving you (if you know who it is and have a number). 
Wait as long as you can, then go. Please do not leave any materials – e.g. the posters – there. Take them with you. 
A vigil member becomes ill? 
Prioritise the wellbeing and safety of the person. 
Ask staff on reception of the medical centre for their help. 
If necessary, call the emergency services on 999. When they come, go with the person to a doctor/hospital. 
If this involves leaving the vigil unattended, let the vigil coordinator for that day know the situation as soon as you can. But give the ill person priority.  
A member of the public becomes ill while you are talking to them?
Alert staff on reception of the medical centre and ask for their help, and/or call 999 if necessary.
Again, prioritise the wellbeing of the person.  If you have to leave the vigil, advise the co-ordinator for the day.
You are approached by the local press, who ask you for a statement? 
Explain calmly and quietly what we are doing: we are praying for an end to abortion. 
If you wish, you may give the press statement overleaf   – indeed you can give a reporter the back page of this leaflet.  Please do not provide the whole leaflet as not all phone numbers are to be shared publicly. 
Alternatively, please ask them to call 07757 815625 or email 40daysforlifenotts@gmail.com

Further advice: we do not take photos/videos while at the vigil. If you feel threatened, it would be reasonable to record what is being said on a ‘phone. But please do not photograph or record members of the public going in/out of the medical centre. This could be deemed to be an invasion of their privacy, and will almost certainly be used against us.  

POLICE CONTACTS: 
Inspector Mike Ebbins Mike.Ebbins@Notts.Police.uk
PS3351 Simon Boyles  Simon.Boyles@Notts.Police.uk
Incident number 0185_22022022
Non-emergency 101




PRESS RELEASE: NOTTINGHAM 40 DAYS FOR LIFE 
40 days for life is an international movement. During the period of Lent, from Ash Wednesday until Easter, groups of Christians around the world will be praying outside abortion clinics. In Nottingham, we pray outside the BPAS clinic in Stapleford. 
The reason why we will be there is our conviction, based on indisputable facts, that abortion ends the life of an innocent human being. We also believe that it does great harm to the women who have abortions. 
This is what we do: we pray, holding simple signs, outside a place where abortions are carried out. We are asking God to end abortion in our community. Often, women who have an abortion do so because they feel they have no choice. Aware of this, we also offer help and support to any women who want it. We do not judge anyone, we do not harass anyone, we do not intimidate anyone. 
We have been doing this activity in Nottingham for 7 years with absolutely zero episodes of harassment on our part. The same allegations, about harassment and intimidation, have been made by the same small group of pro-abortion activists many times before. In March 2018, these claims against us were tested in a court of law, when Nottingham City Council, believing the allegations, took out an emergency injunction against us. A county court judge listened to the evidence and found our actions to be completely legal. We were fully exonerated, and Nottingham City Council was instructed to pay costs for the case. The police are also very clear about our activities: that it is legal to pray in a public place, and that our rights are protected by law. If at any time our behaviour involved intimidation or harassment, they would have taken appropriate action. In six years, the police have not complained once about the behaviour of our group.
It is ironic that we are accused of harassment and intimidation, since we have frequently been harassed and physically attacked by pro-abortion supporters. In 2019 a prochoice activist assaulted three of our volunteers as they prayed. The CPS categorised the assault as a hate crime.
We believe that abortion is a great social injustice. Our response is to pray, to witness, and to offer help and support to women who are in need of it, and who ask for help.  Our aim is to do this in a spirit of Christian charity, remembering the saying, ‘there, but for the grace of God, go I’.
Contact: 40daysforlifenotts@gmail.com 
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