
Venerable Jérôme Lejeune 
was a Catholic scientist who 
discovered that Down 
syndrome is caused by an 
extra chromosome. He 
hoped this breakthrough 
would lead to treatments or 
even a cure, and for a while 
he was among the most 
celebrated geneticists in the 
world. Over time, however, 
his discovery came to be 
used not to support 
individuals with Down 
syndrome, but to identify 
them through prenatal 
screening in order to 
prevent their birth. Deeply 
troubled by this, Dr. Lejeune 
became an advocate for 
children in the womb. As a 
result, he was ostracized by 
many in the medical 
community. However, he 
was also appointed the first 
president of the Pontifical 
Academy for Life by Pope 
John Paul II. He held this 
role until his death in 1994.

Venerable Jérôme Lejeune, 
pray for us! 

You knit me together in my 
mother’s womb. I praise 
you, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made. 

(Psalms 139: 13-16)
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