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• All signatories of the Climate Action Charter receive a grant 
that is equal to the carbon tax paid by the local government for 
energy use in its own operations. Whistler has chosen to use 
this rebate to fund corporate and community emissions 
reduction projects – at least up until 2013. 

• The Climate Action Innovation Fund was created by Whistler’s 
CARIP Policy and was split between non-profit organizations 
for community projects and Whistler corporate reduction  
projects.

• New 2016 plan says “Investigate and advance opportunities to 
fund expanded local energy efficiency incentive programs with 
the annual RMOW corporate carbon tax rebate (CARIP).”
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The Climate Action and Energy Plan was adopted by North Cowichan 
Council on February 20, 2013. The plan created a reserve fund which 
provides a financial vehicle to supply innovative and sustainable 
community and municipal projects with financial capital to help achieve 
the GHG targets. 

The Fund is established by a 0.5% annual tax levy, providing approximately 
$225,000 per year.

The fund has two goals:
• to finance measures that reduce resource use (e.g. energy, water, 

materials) or mitigate carbon emissions (e.g. renewable energy 
developments); and

• secondly, that the fund revolves from savings generated by reducing 
operating costs that will replenish the fund to provide capital for future 
projects.
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A CCM is a community-based carbon exchange initiative to enable 
local governments, businesses and individuals to meet their 
Climate Action Charter objectives by purchasing carbon offsets 
from local projects that reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
and build community resilience.
Working with Cowichan Energy Alternatives, the District of 
Squamish is setting up a carbon marketplace, which works like a 
small local stock exchange for carbon credits.
A community carbon marketplace will enable the District to 
purchase carbon offsets from local projects that reduce 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and build community resilience.
this marketplace will fund businesses within the community that 
are helping to reduce our carbon footprint – so we are keeping 
that money local.”
Seed money comes from the District’s Carbon Neutral Reserve 
Fund

http://www.cowichanenergy.org/
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District of Invermere has a builder’s incentive program to provide rebates 

to homeowners who comply with various sustainable building programs.  

The District has two incentives available per year valued at $5000 for new 

homes built to an 83 EnerGuide rating or better.  In past years, five 

incentives were available and all were awarded quickly.  The program is 

well subscribed and local builders support building to energy efficient 

standards.  Funding comes from general revenue, budgeted at $10,000 

per year for this program component.  Staff report that promotion needs 

to be ongoing, as not all homeowners know about the building incentive 

policy. Council is supportive of the program each year during the budget 

process.   Other similar Invermere sustainable programs are home 

accessibility rebate ($800); toilet replacement ($100 each); wood burning 

appliances ($250 each) and fuel switching program ($1000 to switch home 

heating from oil or propane to electricity).  In total, the annual budget for 

Invermere sustainability rebates is $20,000 provided on a first come first 

serve basis.

They charge $5/month per resident. The rebate program currently costs 

$1.75/resident, with extra funds saved for GHG reduction programs, 

environmental initiatives, or to achieve carbon neutrality.
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Annual program uptake targets were:

8% of new SFDs = 20 projects
15% of new MFDs (rowhomes, townhomes, duplexes, etc.) = 80 projects

May 2015 - 16 months into program approaching 40 rebates issued and a total of 100 
projects registered in the program – slightly under targets.
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City of Kimberley introduced a graded Building Permit Rebate Amount 

depending on post-construction EnerGuide Rating in new homes.

Kimberley reports that since 2015, 10 new homes and one renovation 

home have qualified for rebates (renovation part of program cancelled in 

2017).

The cost to the City has been $4500 per year (in 2015).  Funding comes 

from “lost building permit revenue” (i.e., 30% of the revenue from 

building permits goes into the program).  There is no cap per year, the 

program is open to anyone that is willing to apply and complete the 

energy assessment. The program has generated interest though has not 

received as many applications as anticipated. 

In 2017 the program was updated. A home reaching EnerGuide v15 (based 

on the Provinces’ draft building energy efficiency step code) can achieve a 

20-80% rebate on building permit fees, with an additional $500 rebate 

towards the cost of performance testing.
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The City of Dawson Creek’s Carbon Fund (the Fund) is supporting the 
City’s Climate Action Charter commitments, including the goal to achieve 
corporate carbon neutrality by 2012. 

The fund was established in 2011 through the Dawson Creek Carbon Fund 
Policy, which allows the City to put a price on their corporate carbon 
emissions and then reinvest those funds back into projects that will 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

Offsets are purchased to cover any corporate emissions remaining at the 
end of each year.

Each year, the investment per tonne shall increase by $5 per year, or in 
accordance with increases to the B.C. Carbon Tax, whichever is greater. 
Was $120 in 2016. (See next slide for update on price.)

The Fund is also partially financed by grants received through the Climate 
Action Revenue Incentive Program (CARIP) and from the City’s general 
funds. In 2014 the fund totaled about $360,000.

Projects include recreation centre and water reclamation facility 
upgrades, and other building and lighting upgrades.

http://www.toolkit.bc.ca/resource/climate-action-charter


In 2017, Council waived the policy and only assessed $100 per tonne rather than 

the $125 it would have been this year because of circumstances this year around 

the oilpatch dip leaving the City short on assessment revenue. The fund will still 

provide $390,000 for energy reduction projects in the reserve fund this year, but 

an illustration of the importance of clear and strong policy support and the 

interplay of real world events that sometime intersect.
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Next presentation….
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