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As we kick-off our community group this year, we should remind ourselves the 
purpose of why we meet. We meet because God has made us interdependent and to 
need one another. We meet in order to deepen our friendships, to experience Jesus 
Christ together and to grow in our faith through the work of the Holy Spirit. We do 
these things so that, together, we can glorify God and enjoy him forever. 

We experience God most fully, not merely on our own, but in consistent, face-to-face 
relationships with other Christians. Christian community is a gift from God and one 
of the benefits of the gospel. As we meet together, we expect that God will change 
us, that he will draw us closer to him.

Leaders, this is a good time to also share some of the values of the group and to look 
ahead at the schedule.

Jason introduced the series Us AND Them at the beginning of his sermon this past 
Sunday. Here’s a summary and paraphrase of his introduction:

We’re living in a time of partisan polarization, cultural fragmentation and 
widespread mistrust around all kinds of issues, like race, class, gender, politics, 
sexuality and immigration. And as a result of that, we become suspicious of the 
other. And our suspicion is often amplified by the media and other sources that 
are often designed to reinforce our ideology beliefs. The net result of all this is 
that we tend to “double down” on our “tribes” and we divide our world into “in” 
groups and “out” groups, and we can sink even farther into an “us” versus “them” 
mentality. 

Questions to Consider:

1. Do you see this happening? Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not?

2. To what extent has this impacted you? Who is your “US” and your “THEM” in 
your own life?

These questions are difficult to answer, because they require a significant amount of 
thought and reflection. Give people time to think about this. It’s helpful to encourage 
people to share personally rather than to share about others. Try to get beneath the 
surface, but be gentle, gracious and kind. Also, think about how this question might 
be for those joining for the first time. The way you facilitate this question will set the 
tone for the group!
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1 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will 
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.”

9 And they sang a new song, saying,

“Worthy are you to take the scroll
    and to open its seals,
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
    from every tribe and language and people and nation,
10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
    and they shall reign on the earth.”

1. In the two passages, we see God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 12 at the 
beginning of the Bible fulfilled in Revelation 5 at the end! As people who live in 
between Genesis and Revelation, what is the role of Christian community in the 
way God fulfills this promise? In other words, what is the role of the Church in 
God’s mission to bring all people together as one in Christ? 

2. What do you think it means to be “a kingdom of priests?” (Rev 5:10)

3. How have the conversations around racism and racial injustice impacted you 
these past few months? Have the conversations been difficult or challenging? 
What are some of the things that you have learned?

4. How can Central Church be a place of hope and healing for those who experience 
racism on a daily basis?

We’ll be revisiting question #3 and #4 throughout the fall, so there’s no need to 
answer them exhaustively. 

Genesis 12 shows us that God calls Abraham into a relationship with him in order to 
send him out on mission. God blesses Abraham with extraordinary blessings in order 
that he and his family will be a blessing to all the families of the earth. This is true of 
the Christian life. God blesses us in Christ in order that we might live on mission for 
him. 

Revelation 5:9 shows us that the Church is a kingdom of priests. 1 Peter 2:9 tells us 
that “you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, that you may declare 
the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” To be 
a priest means 1) to represent God to others 2) to live sacrificaly for the benefit of 
others, 3) to offer intercession on behalf of others, and 4) to help remove any barriers 
between God and his people.
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